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PREFACE 


МЕ TRIAL AND SUBSEQUENT EXECUTION OF ANDRES 
Bonifacio, the founder of the revolutionary 
Katipunan, brought into focus the travails of 
Filipino rebels whose unity was for a time endan- 
wed by а bifurcation of their ranks. His removal 
the scene, however, did not solve Aguinal- 
ji problem, namely, that of logistics. The Span- 
counter-offensives in Cavite forced Aguinaldo to 
wt to Biyak-na-bato where he held the enemy at 


until a truce gave him the opportunity to prepare 
û more sustained campaign of liberation. 


‘The present volume carries on where The Revolt 
the Masses: The Story of Bonifacio and the Kati- 

left off. Undoubtedly the most difficult and com- 
phase of Philippine history, the second epoch of 
Revolution is also the most interesting not only 
use it marked the culmination of Filipino national- 
„ but also because it exhibited the multicolored 
eads of a pattern that was dominated by two de- 
©: on the one hand, the imperious arm of а con- 
for seeking to establish peace through force, and, 
the other, the image of a brown man seeking Free- 
through Force. Symbolically, Malolos is chosen 
the center of the pattern, for in an age of crisis it 
ted for the Filipinos not only their political 
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Woven around it the 
human dignity. 


ix 


conscious work of the intellectuals. I find no justi- 
tion for this conclusion, for the documents speak 
wently of their role, as a group, either as fence- 
ters or as saboteurs. One of the themes of The 
volt .... is that the middle class, composed of the 
lellectuals and the wealthy, betrayed the first phase 
the Revolution, The same theme pervades the sec- 


‘ond epoch, There is, to be sure, a slight variation on 
the theme, but the dominant note remains. 


There may be interpretations in this work which 
might appear unpalatable to some readers, particular- 
Jy to those who belong to the vested interests. Differ 
‘ences of interpretations in history are natural and can- 
jot be avoided, for historians differ as much in their 
Jomperament as in their outlook. Such differences of 
interpretations are, and should be, welcomed for they 
show that freedom is here with us. What is to be 
deplored is uniformity of opinions or conformism, for 
ÎÎ presages а return to obscurantism, 


In presenting my interpretations of men and 
‘events, I did not seek refuge in the myth called objectiv- 


раз been made to соп 
a bearing on Persons and events. 


е cerned, treated 

үф t is а depart 

tional” or “s oe leparture from the “tradi- 

tonal” or “standard” viewpoint, for 1 have no | oe 
r group interests to uphold о person- 


If I appear more incline 


ed to sympathize with the 
faith in the cause of the 
their patriotism and seli- 


ity in the writing of history. A historian, whether he 
is aware of it or not, becomes involved in the events he 
is narrating and so unconsciously betrays his human 
limitations. He can no more be objective in history 
‘than an artist can in his art. “The truth is,” said 
Anatole France, “that we can never get outside our- 
selves." No true historian can disengage himself from 
the object of his study, for he is too much of a human 
iwing to repel his own nature. To say, then, that the 
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my narrative has no pretensions to completeness. 

Who will look for a date here and а name there 
meet with disappointment should not despair: 
students of Philippine history can make the pre- 
volume less fragmentary by assiduous efforts аг 
menting it. То be sure, no written history is ever 
All that we read in history books are but 


writing of history should be objective is to say that 
literature should be written objectively. For history is 
literature, the difference being that history is based on 
actual facts and literature on “imaginative” facts. 


But though history is not objective, it must never- 
theless be impartial. Impartiality implies the moral 
responsibility of a historian to weigh the pieces of evi- 
dence and to derive just conclusions therefrom. I pur- 
posely avoided the use of the much-abused phrase 
“balanced judgment” because it means no judgment at ( 1 
all. Judgment cannot be balanced, for it implies tilting є u 
one’s opinion to one side depending upon the facts Се ess 
available at the moment. A historian who purposely 
Suppresses a document or who twists its contents in 
order to serve his personal or group interests is guilty 
of distortion. He is, therefore, not impartial, and is 
punished by the just contempt of perceptive readers. 


Т have gone superficially into the subject of ob- 
jectivity in history because there has been so much un- 
informed talk on it lately. From the classrooms to the 
columns of newspapers, cries of objectivity have ema- 
nated from people who are not themselves objective, 
leading many to believe in it by dint of repetition. To 
these people, their hoary theory of objectivity must be 
right because they are in the majority. 


On the basis of available documents that came my 
way, I tried to be as impartial as any one can be. How 
impartial I am in my presentation and interpretations 
is not for me to decide. But one thing I am sure of is 
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ME EXECUTION оғ ANDRES BONIFACIO, FOUNDER 
of the Katipunan and initiator of the revolution 
‘against Spain, at Mt. Buntis on May 10, 1897, 
inated whi the minds of the ruling clique 
ified with General Emilio Aguinaldo, was the irri- 
thorn in the flesh of the revolutionary movement. 
ly or wrongly, they believed that Bonifacio and 
group constituted a counter-revolutionary move- 
Which, if allowed to prosper and draw strength 
the people’s dissatisfaction and illusions, would 
ify whatever gains had been achieved thus far. 
Governor-General Camilo de Polavieja had earlier 
а spirited campaign in Cavite that told hea- 
the rebels. le by little, the Spanish army 
its way into the rebel territory, But with 
1 
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the elimination of Bonifacio as a threat to the unity 
of the Filipinos, Aguinaldo and his men held on tena- 
ciously and succeeded in bringing about a fluid mili- 
tary situation. Wearied of the uphill battles that he 
had waged and failing to subjugate completely the 
little province of Cavite, Polavieja sought relief on 
grounds of ill health. Considered a hero by his com- 
patriots in Manila, he sailed for Spain on April 15, 
1897, amidst the booming of the Spanish artillery and 
the salute of the foreign war vessels in Manila Вау! 
Thus escorted with pomp and pride, he returned to 
Spain “at the head of a defeated army, tried to play 
the part of savior of Spain, for which he lacked every 
quality, including mental ability.” On March 22, Gen- 
eral Fernando Primo de Rivera was appointed to ѕис- 
ceed Polavieja.’ The new governor was well acquainted 
with the country and the people, for he had been 
governor from 1880 to 1883. Meanwhile, during the in- 
terim, General Lachambre, a veteran of many cam- 
paigns against the revolutionists, was designated act- 
ing governor-general. Nothing much was accomplish- 
ed by the valorous general during his brief term, but 
his sacrifices despite great odds in the form of a greatly 
demoralized Spanish army and civilian population led 
the influential daily El Comercio to hand him a 
sword of honor as a token of the community's appre- 
ciation of his services to the king of Spain. With this 
sword, whose gold handle was encrusted with seventy- 
five large diamonds, Lachambre later on returned to 
Spain for a much-needed rest. 


Primo de Rivera left Spain with the hope that he 
contain the revolution within a limited area and, 
sanguine than his predecessors by virtue of his 
Intance with the country, actually believed in 
карасйу to rout the recalcitrant rebels. His hope 

justification when, during his voyage to Manila, 

ed from time to time cables both from Manila 
| Madrid giving him a rosy picture of the Philip- 
‘situation. He was made to understand that the 
ish forces had already captured Imus, Silang, 
riñas, Noveleta, Cavite Viejo, and other towns 
ite, that the country was being reorganized, that 
Insurrection was a dismal failure, and that the 
ines had been pacified.’ Relying on these intel- 
reports, Primo de Rivera came to the conclu- 
that the Philippine problem was, after all, not 


Ше arrived in Manila Bay іп the early morning of 

23) He promptly conferred with General La- 
оп various state questions, particularly those 
with the insurrection. The briefing that he 
from Lachambre rudely awakened him to the 
fact that he had not read correctly, through по 
‘of his, the various cables he had received on his 
Manila, Consequently, he spent days and nights 
plans for the final drive against the rebels. 
to know more about the actual situation, he 
ied with many Spaniards, sent spies to different 
‘and asked the opinions of the officers in Manila 
ig the extent of the armed uprising. The re- 
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sults of his interviews and investigations led him to , however, that he could win over the rebels, ог 
the conclusion that the country was deeply involved in „ће ci population, by a policy of ацгас- 
the revolution, that there was no peace as pictured not unlike that inaugurated by Governor-General 
in the cables he had received, and that even in the at the commencement of the revolt, Primo de 
Walled City itself nothing was safe after dusk.’ То issued a decree granting pardon to those who, 
his mortification, he found out that although the Span- [6 May 17, would give up their arms and surrender 
ish forces had occupied some towns in Cavite, the the Spanish government.” The Filipinos, wary of 
hotbed of the resistance movement, the rebels were ih promises, ignored the governor's decree and 
fortified to withstand the Spanish assaults. In other continued making preparations to fight the 
provinces, such as Morong, Manila, Laguna, Bataan, 
Batangas, and Tayabas, the rebels were reported to Rebuffed, Primo de Rivera now ordered his bri- 
be in a likely position to offer strong resistance to Ло take the offensive. By swift strokes, General 
Spanish attempts to subdue them, while those in Bu- lay swooped down upon Naic on Мау 3 and killed 
lakan, Nueva Ecija, and Pampanga were well-entrench- 400 rebels, captured 200, and destroyed or сар- 
ed. Promptly, the conscientious Primo de Rivera re large quantity of arms and ammunition. Agui- 
ported to his home government the picture he had licking his wounds, hastily retreated to Mara- 
formed — that while the city of Manila was compara- * At almost the same time, the Ruiz Brigade, 
tively peaceful, the rebels were almost everywhere in ш Primo de Rivera's plan of campaign, at- 
command of the situation? Amadeo frontally. The rebels, offering but 

On April 30," Primo de Rivera marched to Cavite fesistance, fought a delaying action and slowly 
to assess the situation in person. He found out that to Indang. Here they met the Primo de Ri- 
most houses were unoccupied and immediately got solumn and four pitched battles were fought on 
the impression that the whole province was up їп 11, The rebels were now on the run, and the 
arms." He inspected the four brigades stationed in ish army, taking advantage of the confusion in 
Cavite and mapped out plans to break the back of y's ranks, mounted their offensive without 
the resistance. The first brigade, under General Suero, Successively, Mendez Nuñez, Alfonso, Maragon- 
was in San Francisco de Malabon; the second brigade, Ternate, Bailen, and Magallanes fell into the 
under General Pastor, was in Imus; the third, com- of the Spaniards." Aguinaldo and his men, un- 
manded by General Ruiz Sarralde, was quartered in lo match the Spanish offensive, decided to seek 
Silang; and the fourth, commanded by General Jara- in the mountain of Pico de Того. General Jara- 
millo, was in Batangas near the border of Cavite. Be- in command of the Spanish army at the Batan- 
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gas-Cavite border, extended his control down to Kalam- 
ba in an attempt to cut off the rebels’ exit.” 


With Cavite reduced to submission, at least phys- 
, and with the rebel stronghold of Talisay in his 
Cavite was now subdued, and Primo de Rivera, agente bec me tee ES 
still relying on his policy of attraction, issued another К. | eaten pee Nee ЕЯ 
decree on May 17 extending the benefit of the guber- and then crush it with a final blow. But the 
natorial pardon beyond the time limit set forth in the аа of ang: Spank хосод баз 
previous decree," Мапу took advantage of this decree, ти) villa warfare endian the inacces- 
for the series of defeats suffered by the rebels and the MMe cE нела region thet 
cruelty of the Spanish soldiers during the administra- of operation. To the dı Бене of Primo de 
tion of Polavieja “had dampened the ardour of thou- those, who, had -previously taken advantage of 
sands of would-be insurgents,”” Those who refused to rion now secretly united and, converging at San 
be enticed by the governor's promise of pardon re- proceeded to Bulakan” Aguinaldo, on the 
treated to Sungay and Talisay, Batangas, Others took sha r 


he д А > slipped out of the Spanish cordon and 
to the mountains bordering Cavite, Batangas, and tangas for Paliparan on June 10. Over trails 


Laguna, principally in Makiling, and there waited for Мако», he and his men traversed the hilly region 
the opportune moment to launch а counter-offensive I is now Rizal Province, passed through Almansa 
against the Spaniards.” Aguinaldo had in fact not given Montinglupa and, with about 500 picked men, 
up hope and had not thought of giving himself up to the Pasig to Malapad-na-bato, a village near 
the Spaniards. Оп the contrary, he made his head- Moving secretly and protected by the 
quarters in Talisay.” On May 30, a Spanish column Ik, he passed San Juan del Monte, proceeded 
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Bernard alban, and marched on to Mount Puray.” 

moved swiftly to the left flank of the rebel forces in news, however, of Aguinaldo’s arrival at Pu- 
Talisay, followed by the enveloping movements of id hardly be kept, for the common men seldom 
Lieutenant-Colonel Rodriguez Navas and Major Marti- the virtue of keeping a secret. The news reached 
пег. Simultaneous attacks then followed and before ards through the grapevine and soon General 
twilight Aguinaldo’s forces gave way before the supe- арна ont planie for: ше 
rior arms of the enemy.’ Аад, апше Ga ait of the wily Filipino leader. Against the well- 


i 8 Lieut t-Colonel Dujiols, 
sides, retreated with the remnants of his once power нр мра ате ас 
АР und Major Caicedo. Spanish troops from 
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pment of Central Luzon, comprising Manila, 
„ Bulakan, Laguna, Nueva Ecija, Bataan, Tar- 
god Pangasinan. Convoked by Teodoro Gonzalez, 
do's special commissioner, the assembly elected 
following: 

President, Father Pedro Dandan 
Vice-President, Anastacio Francisco 
Secretary of the Treasury, Paciano Rizal 
Secretary of War, Cipriano Pacheco 
Secretary of the Interior, Teodoro Gonzalez 
Seeretary of Fomento, Feliciano Jocson 


Novaliches were rushed to the aid of the attacki 


realize hi 
after a few same time, to clarify the seemingly confused 
he ordered у ranks, the rebels designated their own 
The firin в! Lieutenant-Generals : Mamer- 
lividad and Mariano Llanera ; Division Generals : 
de la Cruz, Melecio Carlos, Licerio Geréni- 
wid Hermogenes Bautista; Brigade Generals: 
Pacheco, Tiburcio de Leon, Simón Tekson, 
Poreiuncula, Isidoro Torres, Tomas Cabling, 
Natividad and Francisco Makabulos.” 


mean, 


р "© йөр”. 
unsuspecting Spaniards, thinking ease firing.” ТІ 


that the “cazadores’ 


ldo, who was at the time resting at Biyak- 


held their fire. That was епо 

advantage of the lull, practical INipractically inaccessible mountain retreat in 

column. The remnants, badly outman папа of San Miguel de Mayumo, Bulakan, 

ed. The arrival of Miguel Primo de Rivera's col forces with Llanera and harassed the Spanish 

did not improve the Spanish position, By мел detailed fn Bulakan and Nueva Ecija. As a 

Primo de Rivera was in Montalban, while ба nat ‚ the revolutionary movement in the north 
Р jjiols, with omentum. Armed men rose up in rebellion 


his wounded men, retreated to San Mateo. 


Meanwhile, in Puray, in the i 
! Я у, camp of Liceri 
nimo, the rebels met and created the Dr 


pan, Zambales, the Ilocos provinces, Tarlac 
Ecija. Moral considerations did not bother 
Îs; to swell their number, they forced the 
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townsfolk to join their ranks by burning houses and 
crops. The friars, on the other hand, were so nervous 
that they suspected every Filipino of being an insur- 
gent. They launched a campaign of vilification and 
false accusations against all Filipinos, resulting, con- 
trary to their expectations, in the rapid increase in 
the number of rebels, for those who were unjustly 
suspected of having anything to do with the insurree- 
tion preferred to join the revolution to suffering 
Spanish tortures.” Even Filipino priests did not escape 
the odious campaign of the friars. In San Fernando, 
La Union, the Filipino priests Mariano Dacanay, 
Mariano Gaerlan, and Adriano Garcés were tortured 
with hot iron rods applied to their bodies in order to 
force them to confess that they were Freemasons The 
news of this brutal act leaked out and the rebels in 
Bayambang, Pangasinan, promptly attacked the Span- а esent 
ish garrison, seized the convent and the church, and ea оо аш co ы рты 


rami ve е author- 
i ilion who fail to report themselves to the aut! 

burned the Spanish houses, government stores, and ог military commanders before the 10th of July 
the court house. General Monet, charged with the duty МЇ be prosecuted and treated as guilty. 


of putting down the rebel the north, first rushed 
to Zambales with Filipino auxiliaries and put every- 
body, including children, to the sword. Swinging to 
the Ilocos, he repeated his feat in Zambales, killing 


ml Nuñez rushed to Aliaga to beat off the rebels 
jn the skirmish that followed he was severely 
wed. The rebels were, however, defeated and 
дей to the south.” 


‘The advent of the rainy season made Primo de 
{a's campaign of pacification doubly difficult. The 
revolution had been eating up Spanish resources 
and materials, to such an extent that those 
for the Philippine campaigns were nothing 
than “boys, ignorant of the use of arms, ill clad, 

fed, and with months of рау in arrears."" Under 
‘tipeumstances, Primo de Rivera made a desperate 
lo subject the Filipinos to the Spanish ways of 
On July 2, he issued a decree which was in 
an act of repression.” 


Article 1. — All persons having contracted re- 


= С anding generals in the field, 
Brea ial рулда 1 distrikts Whee the 
Î exist, will prohibit all inhabitants from leav- 
the village: d towns, unless under solute: 
ну for agricultural purposes, or for taking care 


everybody the Spanish soldiers met, including the in- ural properties or other work. Those comprised 
nocent farm hands who ventured out to the fields to у willbe noted 
till their lands. This bloody purge antagonized the Mario of absence, the place to be vi ited; and 
Filipino auxiliaries who immediately deserted Monet Tosd to be taken, always a, ‘eS 
and joined the revolution” In Aliaga, the Spaniards Е obo: faving them, de 
had very little success, for the rebels, augmented by fiom the time, road or place indicated, shail be 


those who fled from Pangasinan, captured the town. as rebels, 
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Article 3. — After the 10th instant, all 
2 3 , all persons 
will be required to prove their identity by the poll 
tax receipts (cédula personal), together with the pass 
above-mentioned, and neither the amnesty passes аЬ 
ready granted nor any other documen: will have any 
legal validity. х 


All those who contravene the: 
tried by court martial, 


с orders will be 


The effect of this decree proved the unwisdom of 
Primo de Rivera's step which was, indeed, a fatal one. 
Filipinos who were up to that time somewhat disposed 
toward the Spanish government turned against it and 
joined the rebels, for the decree had a loophole which 
gave the government's venal subordinates ample oppor- 
tunity to exact unwarranted fees from the people. 
Moreover, the field commanders, enjoying wide powers 
under the decree, proceeded with their jobs in such а 
manner as to drive the “neutralists” into the camp of 
the revolutionists.” The total effect of the decree was 
to unify the Filipinos and to push them to fight eagerly 
under Aguinaldo's banner. æ 


From his hideout in Biyak-na-bato, Aguinaldo, 
taking advantage of Primo de Rivera's faux pas, issued 
a proclamation in July 1897 entitled “To the Brave 
Sons of the Philippines." The significance of the 
proclamation lies in the fact that it expresses the de- 
mands of the revolutionists at a time when the situa- 
tion in the field had all the earmarks of a stalemate. 


ite Тһе Spaniards have occupied the towns of Ca: 

vite Province because we found it convenient to eva: 
cuate them, We must change our tactics аз circum. 
stances dictate. 
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We have proved it to be a bad policy to be for- 
“йн in опе place awaiting the enemy's attack. We 
st take the offensive when we get the chance, 

Wing the Cuban plan of ambush and guerrilla war- 

In this way we can, for an indefinite period, 
п, exhaust her resources, and oblige her to 
from poverty, for it must be remembered 

Й ihe Spanish newspapers admit that each soldier 

Йа а dollar a day, and adding to this his passage 

‚ clothing and equipment, the total ainounts to 
sonsiderable sum. Considering that Spanish credit 
is exhi that her young men, to avoid 
fiption, аге emigrating to France and elsewhere 

Tonge numbers, Spain must of necessity yield in 

end. You already know thar Polavieja resigned 

lise the Government was unable to send him the 
ier 20,000 men demanded, The Cubans, with their 
ila system, avoiding encounters unfavourable to 
Ives, have succeeded in wearying the Spaniards, 
fe dying of fever in large numbers. Following 
item, И would be quite feasible to extend the 
Of the Katipunan to Посоѕ, Pangasinan, Caga- 
wid other provinces, because our brothers in 
places, sorely tyrannized by the Spaniards, are 
ı to unite with us. 


The provinces of Zambales, Tarlac, Tayabas, ete. 
slready under the Katipunan Government, and to 
our success, the revolutionary movement 
become general, for the ends of which we all 
wedently desire, namely: 
(1) Expulsion of the Friars and restitution 
ips of the lands which the Friars have ap- 
viding the incumbencies held by them, 
Wl as tho episcopal sees equally between the 
lar and Insular secular priests. 
42) Spain must concede to us, as she has to Cuba, 
miary representation, freedom of the press, 
Mon of all religious sects, laws common with 
Wid administrative and economic autonomy. 
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(3) Equality in treatment and pay between Pen- 
insular and Insular civil servants. 


(4) Restitution of all lands appropriated by the 
Friars to the townships, or to the original owners, or 
in default of finding such owners, the State is to put 
them up to public auction in small 1015 of a value 
within the reach of all and payable within four years, 
the same as the present State lands. 


(5) Abolition of the Government authorities’ 
Power to banish citizens, as well as all unjust meas- 
ures against Filipinos; legal equality for all persons, 
whether Peninsular or Insular, under the civil as well 
as the Penal Code. 


‘The war must be prolonged to give the greatest 
signs of vitality possible, so that Spain may be com- 
pelled to grant our demands, otherwise she will con- 
sider us an effete race and ‘curtail, rather than ex- 
tend, our rights, 


In another manifesto issued shortly after, Agui- 
naldo indicted Spanish misrule and defined the aspira- 
tions of the Filipino people, among which was the 
establishment of a government “representing the live 


forces of the country”. Не said:* 


On the inauguration of the second enoch of cur 
Struggle, from these mountains, ever faithful to our 
liberty and independence, we raise our voices to all 
those in whose breasts beat noble hearts; to all those 
who have courage and honor, dignity and patriotis 


Ме make по racial discrimination: we call upon 
all who possess honor and the sense of personal dig- 
nity; the Filipino, the Asiatic, the American and the 
European all alike suffer; and we invite all those who 
suffer to aid in lifting up a fallen and tortured peo- 
ple, a country destroyed and sunken in the mire of 
debasement. Ме reject no one, not even the Ѕрап- 
iards, for we have gallant Spaniards іп our ranks: 
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from prejudice and solely through love of jus- 
i they defend our demand for the recognition of 
Wirselves and our dignity, 


To arms, noble hearts, to arms! Enough of suf- 
fering! 


1 le crawl in degradation, The 
е the, кышка oF, ber 


Look at our altars, stained by the religious or- 
Which have converted the most sacred objects 
means of avaricious exploitation. Without re- 
for poverty, for morality or for public health, 
friar thinks only of the gold he receives from bap- 
weddings and burials, То them the Tagalogs 
ус no money are heathens, they may live to- 
in concubinage and their corpses may be food 
the crows and the dogs. Only the rich are blesse 
recalivo tho sacramer 


7 lands 

Look at our homes, their landmarks and 
Jered with the sweat of our forefathers are taken 
by the insatiable friars, despots and plunderers 
the fruits of our toil, while they proclaim their 
My and chastity, Alas Tor the family which lays 
+ Alas for the mother who has 
Aime е saving: Alas for the mother who has 


throats and bribes. The municipality degraded 
sdministration and treasury ruined by immorali 
speculation. In the government and high offices 
Whe State, where the native is barred from hold- 

‘office, arbitrary rule prevails, individual secu- 


is the irre- 
nding not on natural right, but on ti 
‘will of any of those in authority. Error and 


р is the motto of public instructio in the 
and the press absolute tyranny; on all sides 
$, dishonor, vice and corruption. 
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Appeals to the law have no effect; complaints, de- 
mands in legitimate form, have only received contempt. 
What has been done with oyr legal petitions to have 
the friars expelled from Philippine soil? What nas 
been done with our demand and arguments for the 
proper representation of the Philippines in the Span- 
ish Cortes? 


Oh civilization and culture! The signers who 
peaceably petitioned under the protection of the law 
are all executed or banished. 


Enough, enough of scandal. To arms, Filipinos, 
to arms, my brothers! 


Mindful of the common good, we aspire to the 
glory of obtaining liberty, independence and honor 
for the country. We aspire to have г common law, 
created for all citizens, which will serve them as а 
guarantee and assurance of respect, without excep- 
tion. We aspire to have a government which will rep- 
resent all the active forces of the country, in which 
Will take part the most capable, the most worthy in 
Virtues and talents, without regard to their birth, 
their wealth or the race to which they belong. We 
desire that no friar set his foot on any part of the 
Archipelago, and that no convent or monastery or 
center of corruption, or partisans of that theocracy 
which has made this land another inquisitorial Spain, 
shall remain. In our ranks order shall always be re- 
spected. 


Under our flag justice will always govern. 


Worthy sons of that liberty which has been so 
iniquitously snatched away from us, we shall show 
the world that we are worthy of having our own gov- 
ernment — our own country as we have our own 
language. 

We fling back into their teeth the name which 
our enemies give us. We are the faithful sons, we 
who, scorning life and money, and comfort, we who, 
scorning all kinds of hardships, give our blood for 
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good fel- 
of our country, for the welfare of our 
eens and the redemption of our children. 


Viva the free Philippines! 


About this time, the Spanish forces had already 
mined the revolutionary movement in Batangas and 
зд. In the Central Plains, the Spaniards had 
yeinforced and had established vigilantes to pre- 
ог at least minimize the contact between the 
and townsfolk" On August 5, the Spanish forces 
ked San Rafael, Bulakan, capturing it after a 
У skirmish. The success of this offensive led 
de Rivera to shift the scene of action to the 
lin hideout of Aguinaldo at Biyak-na-bato. Meti- 
preparations were made to insure the success 
campaign against the Filipino leader; engineers 
ordered to prepare a strong fortification which 
һе used as a base of operations against Biyak- 
о. The attack against Aguinaldo failed dismally, 
(фе topography favored the rebels. It became 
М to Primo de Rivera that, though he could cap- 
Biyak-na-bato, he was, nevertheless, not sure that 
inaldo and his government would fall” into his 


Meanwhile, the rebels, undaunted by the Spanish 
‚ organized an assembly in Biyak-nabato. A 
ican government had already been established 
mountain hideout on May 31, 1897." 
‘and Isabelo Artacho, both coming from nowhere 
“leading” revolutionists, had been desig- 
10 prepare a provisional Constitution. There 


Felix 
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was, at the time, a feeling among some of the rebels 
that a sort of compromise be entered into with the 
Spaniards. In the meeting of October 28, however, the 
uncompromising segment of the rebels voted to con- 
tinue the struggle against Spain to the bitter end. 
Consequently, the majority, on November 1, agreed ta 
sign the Constitution upon which the Republican 


government established was to be based. 


The Provisional Constitution of the Republic of 
the Philippines or, as it is widely known, the Constitu- 
tion of Biyak-na-bato, was not an original work of 
Artacho and Ferrer. Having read the different Cuban 
Constitutions which the revolutionists of Cuba had 
prepared, Artacho and Ferrer lifted the contents of 
„ Cuba, drawn up in 
1895, and passed them off as their brainwork.” Thus, 
Epifanio de los Santos cryptically described it as 
“characterized by an atmosphere distinctly Cuban, 
transplanted from its native forest-habitat to the bar- 
ren spot of Biak-na-bato."" Nevertheless, the Cuban 
Constitution was improved upon and some provisions 
in the Biyak-na-bato Constitution do not appear in the 


the Constitution of Jimaguayú 


former. 


The preamble of the Biyak-na-bato Constitution 


states :“ 


__, The separation of the Philippines from the Span- 
ish monarchy and their formation into an indepen- 
dent state with its own government called the Phil- 
ippine Republic has been the end sought by the Rev- 
olution in the existing war, begun on the 24th of 
August, 1896; and, therefore, in its name and by the 


Treasu 


Artacho and Е, 
Of Jimaguayû, 
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ep delegated by the Filipino people, interpreting 


fully their desires and ambitions, we, the repre- 
(atives of the Revolution, in a meeting at Biac-na- 
Ло, November 1, 1897, unanimously adopt the fol- 
ing articles for the Constitution of the State. 


a retary of the Interior 


se and collect taxes, to issue and coin mon 
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The Constitution provides for the creation of a 
ncil composed of a President, a Vice- 
a Secretary of 
Relations, a Secretary of War, and a Secretary 
„ The Supreme Council was vested with 
powers, such as the power to issue orders and 
measures to preserve the security of the State, 


ise troops, to ratify treaties, to try the President 
member of the Council for crimes committed, 
jnt а Captain-General and a Lieutenant-General, 
Î® "convene the Assembly of Representatives 
Tecessary."" 


lle VII! reflects the nationalistic sentiments 


Article XXII, — Religious liberty, the right of 
ution, the freedom of education, the freedom 
‘press, аз well as the freedom in the exercise of 
‘lasses of professions, arts, trades, and industries, 
established, 


Allele XXIII. — Every Filipino shall have the 
f6 direct petitions or present remonstrances of 


yevolutionists, for it provides that “Tagalog shall 

‘fficial language of the Republic.” Against the 
ground of Spanish misgovernment and autocratic 
deviating from the Constitu 
serted jour articles which consti- 
|j their limited sense, a Bill of Rights. 
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any import whatsoever, in person or through his rep- 
resentative, to the Council of Government of the 
Republic. 


Article XXIV. — No person, whatever may be 
his nationality, shall be imprisoned or held except by 
virtue of an order issued by a competent court, pro- 
vided that this shall not apply to crimes which con- 
cern the Revolution, the government or the Army. 


Article XXV. — Neither can any individual be 
deprived of his property or his domicile, except by vir- 
tue of judgment passed by а court of competent 
authority. 


The Constitution was a provisional one and was 
to remain in force for a period of two years “їп case 
the Revolution shall not have terminated within that 
time.” After this period, the Assembly of Representa- 
tives shall be convoked for the purpose of drafting a 
new Constitution and of electing the delegates to the 
Assembly and the members of the Council of Gow 
ernment. 


FERNANDO PRIMO DE RIVERA MUST BE 
ited with at least political sagacity at a time 
їп the military situation was going well with 
ards. Under a dispensation such as that 
ju, the military turning point at the beginning 
1897 would have been sufficient cause for a 
min-chief to insist haughtily on the uncondi- 
der of the rebels, for the latter, for the 
scattered and fighting individually owing to 
fon of their leaders in the mountain fastnesses 
bato, were showing signs of weariness and 
Mon. The series of defeats extending from 
hotbed of revolutionary activities, to the 
в of Luzon made it practically impossible 
ls to recapture the lost grounds from the 


21 


In accordance with Article I, the Supreme Coun- 
cil was established the next day, November 2, with the 
following as officers : 

Emilio Aguinaldo, President 

Mariano Trias, Vice-President 

Antonio Montenegro, Secretary of Foreign Affairs 

Isabelo Artacho, Secretary of the Interior 

Emiliano Riego de Dios, Secretary of War 

Baldomero Aguinaldo, Secretary of the Treasury 


With the Government of Biyak-na-bato firmly 
established, at least theoretically, the revolutionists 
now faced the immediate future with optimism. 
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„ Were opposed by the friars. When the Minister 
Colonies remained adamant, the friars appealed 
Queen Regent and the latter, acting on behalf 
friars, had the Cánovas plan modified to suit 
Whims of the religious orders? It was obvious, 
that Primo de Rivera was up against an influen- 
elique that would brook no interference in their 
9 maintain their power in the Philippines. The 
power, represented by the governor-general, 
ot an ally but an enemy in the sectarian group 

ted to frustrate ali attempts to secure peace 

womise, for the compromise, it is clear, involv- 
liquidation of the influence and prestige hither- 
м! by the ecclesiastical group. 


enemy. Only the stout-hearted resolve of some rebel 
field commanders prevented what might have been 
a debacle. 


Yet Primo de Rivera, who knew the country more 
intimately than his immediate predecessors, und 
stood the meaning of the military situation. He had 
the means, comparatively speaking, with which to pui 
sue the fleeing rebels, but he also knew quite intimate 
ly that the situation would forever remain fluid 
long as there was resentment in the heart of eve 
Filipino. His political sagacity, then, consisted in hisi 
realistic re-appraisal of the events which, though turn 
ing out well for the Spaniards, presaged a long 
bitter conflict. He believed that the struggles of thé 
rebels were hopeless, yet he knew that the prolongs 
tion of the rebellion would be more to the detriment 
of the Spaniards than of the Filipinos,’ who had 
accustomed to hardships. He therefore communicated 
with his government depicting the condition of 1 
country and indicating the reforms demanded by th 
rebels. The Government, led by Cánovas del Castillo, 


mo de Rivera may have been sincere in his 
1 introduce needed reforms in the Philippines 
W to win over the Filipinos to his side, but 
‘opposition and his limited powers precluded, 
МӘ very start, the idea of change in the status 
Thus, he admitted > 


had a plan designed to introduce reforms in the Phi БИЕ ирешсен: ave, kad 
es k Ў по power to initiate policies. They have 
ippines. In August 1897, Cénovas del Castillo prepared) о pardcipstion in drafting the lawe of the 
a project embracing political and legal reforms. Fy, and when it comes to their enforcement, 
project, however, did not include the minimum de ШЇ, It Is their duty to supervise, they found them- 


ч without the most elementary means of doing 
mands of the rebel leaders, namely, the expulsion d реза шщ 


the religious orders, the sequestration of the friar prop Й js imposed upon them in whose selection the 
erties and their distribution to the Filipinos, freedom nts, me ead кайне. е. only apres! 

nadie Which have been taken into account are favor, 
of the press, and representation in the Spani h Cortes. ШО occasionally the lowest motives which 
Yet the reforms which Cánovas had in mind, thot ilies action, ‘The power of initiation on the 
mild and not in consonance with the demands of th of the governorsgeneral had been reduced by 
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this system to nothing; they could only, from time to 
time, apply a brake as circumstances seemed to de- 
mand, and this even at a time when the hurricane of 


ation to suppress the rebellion. On October 15, 
jish Cabinet suspended the decree of Septem- 


the revolutionary movement for separation from 127 
Spain moved the edifice of society upon its very 
foundation. 


ЮИ RIVERA’S ARDENT WISH TO TERMINATE THE 
пе rebellion found an opportunity for ex- 
When, toward the end of July 1897, Pedro A. 
а Filipino lawyer he had known іп Spain, 
hed him to offer his services as mediator be- 
the rebels and the Spanish colonial government. 
img that it was his love of Spain and the Phi 
that had induced him to take the vital step, 
‘assured the governor-general that he was wil- 
onler with Aguinaldo, General Mariano Llane- 
‘other leaders of the rebellion in order to per- 
Ahem tọ come to terms with the Spaniards. 
| Primo de Rivera, then, give him the necessary 
with which to conduct the negotiations?” 
general, believing this to be the supreme 
for him to end the rebellion without much 
Ie and property, grabbed the opportunity. 
Jed the offer of mediation on condition that 
would not compromise the honor of Spain." 
tly, on August 4, he issued a pass to Paterno 
ould penetrate the lines and military posts held 
Spaniards in the provinces.’ 


The assassination of Canovas del Castillo at Santa 
Agueda delayed the implementation of the project of 
August 1897. However, his successor, Señor Castellano, 
carried on where Cánovas left off and on September 
12, 1897 he had the Queen Regent sign a decree grant- 
ing certain reforms in the Philippines. This decree 
provided for municipal reforms, the use of Tagalog 
and Visayan in the courts and civil offices, and the 
establishment of schools of agriculture, arts, and 
rades. The reforms, however, ignored the most sig- 
nificant demands of the rebels. On the contrary, the 
authority of the friars was strengthened, few public 
offices were opened to Filipinos, and secret societies 
were proscribed." 


Whether the rebels were aware of these proposed 
reforms or not is not clear; it is certain, however, 
that they would not have considered the proposed 
reforms to be introduced in the Philippines sufficiently 
important to make them lay down their arms. The 
rebels, then, ignorant or not of the proposed reforms, 
continued their armed resistance to Spanish authority, 
so much so that the Spaniards in the Peninsula grew with his pass from the governor-gen- 
weary of the Philippine problem. There was even left Manila for Biyak-na-bato, resting first 
rumor that Primo de Rivera would be recalled In de Mayumo before proceeding to the 
this climate of opinion, the Spanish Government urged Fetveat, some ten kilometers from San Mi- 
the governor-general to take a more positive and ener- ‘August 9, he presented himself to Aguinaldo, 
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but bearing no credentials from Primo de Rivera, Pa- 
terno thought it the better part of wisdom to name 


himself negotiator. He scribbled his credentials 
handed it to Aguinaldo. It read:* 


The undersigned has the honor to present him- 
self unexpectedly in your Headquarters in Biac-na- 
bato and states that he does so impelled by his vehe- 
ment love for the country in which he was born, to 
explain the many reasons why the hostilities caused 
by the revolution ought to stop, as to attain at pre- 
sent the whole of the desires which are sought to be 
carried into effect, it would be necessary to first rain 
the Filipino people, and whoever boasts that he loves 
that people should remember that the Spanish Gov- 
ernment holds in suspense the longed-for reforms 
solely because those very men continue to bear arms. 


In truth, on various occasions Т have heard the 
Governor-General of the Philippines lament this sus- 
pension so he is very desirous of establishing and 
unfolding during his command a new series of re- 
forms bound to give satisfaction to the country, and 
if they are not everything which has been asked it is 
because it is impossible to root out in one day that 
which has endured for more than three centuries. 


1 have also repeatedly heard the Most Excellent 
Señor Marques de Estella state that understanding as 
nobody else could his obligations, he placed himself 
at the head of the brigade which took the last trench- 
ез of Cavite so that he might have the right to pardon 
thout any limitation: on account of which he dic- 
tated a proclamation of the 17th of last May and am- 
plified it extensively in applying it to others, raising 
all the embargoes and even holding his arms open 10 
receive deserters themselves. 


Having then in my hands reforms and true par- 
don, Г permit myself to counsel that a truce is advis- 
able for the unfolding of the generous propositions 
and proposals of the reform which now animate the 
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jsi Government represented in the Philippines 
very noble and fatherly His Excellency, Don 
Primo de Rivera, and in the Peninsula by 


таз, 
ting that the Religious orders 
er remain cloistered; of the creation 
Philippine Institute; of the reforms in the Uni- 
of Manila; and of so many beneficent plans 
ошту, drawn up for the purpose of giving 
tation in the Spanish Cortés to the people of 
ichipelago and for the purpose of liberating this 
from the powerful dominion of the religious 
ғ 
Bich are the reasons which prompt me to pr 
Myself of my own volition at these headquar 
submit them to the high consideration of Your 
ey so that you may deign accept them for the 
Ilon of this fratricidal struggle by a conven- 
‘Of peace which Is bound to assure the prosperity 
Же beloved country. 
Ч i 
Mirno had with him the explicit promise of 
de Rivera to pardon those who had taken up 
i Spain and the rather tenuous assurance 
mount might be given to the rebel leaders on 
Он) live!’ Having known Paterno's purpose, 
resolutely expressed his desire to continue 
je against the Spaniards, maintaining that 
‘wuld only be discussed in terms of recognition 
lippine independence, adding, moreover, that 
ld only fool the Filipinos and welch on her 
Jt was, therefore, from Aguinaldo’s point of 
ste of time to consider peace without consi: 
independence.” Somewhat disheartened by 
їз cold reception of his proposal, Paterno 
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tried his luck with General Mamerto Natividad, an ii 
He tried to convince the rebel 
general of the necessity of establishing peace, but Nati- 
vidad turned down Paterno's peace proposals, pointin; 
out that his father was executed by the Spaniards am 
that his family, like that of Dr. José Rizal, had beer 
Returning 
to Aguinaldo, Paterno was informed that Aguinald 
would first confer with his generals on the peace pr 
posals. At the same time, Paterno asked Aguinaldo fo 
proper credentials so he could represent the rebel 
in his negotiations with the governor-general. Agui 
naldo, who sensed an opportunity to end the struggl 
that was not going well in his favor, jumped at 0 
opportunity and immediately issued the necessary с 
dentials. In the credentials, which amount to a prot 

sued on August 9, Aguinaldo said that 
since the government was disposed’ to grant the 
forms demanded by the rebels, particularly the ci 
and religious reforms, and that the leaders would 
pardoned and given money as prerequisites to th 
surrender, he had therefore appointed Paterno to 
Present him in the negotiations. Aguinaldo соп 


fluential rebel leader. 


vilified and calumniated by the Spaniards.” 


col of peace, 


nued :* 


„The Chief of the Revolutionary Armv of the Phil- 
ippines places at three million pesos the pecuniary 
compensation which he should receive. 


Ме entrust our lives, and those of our families, 
as of all those who have taken part in the present 
revolution, to the very noble and generous spirit of 
the Marquis of Estella, the Grandee of Spain, hoping 
that he, with his paternal foresight, will divide up 
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towns where our property has been 
broad, where we shall have to estab- 


To conclude, among our aspirations 

Archipelago saved from the friars, images 

Pollan, and we ardently desire to see the Phil- 
fepresented in the Spanish Cortes, 


further specified that he would issue a gen- 
1o his men to suspend all hostilities during 
lations if Primo de Rivera would send him 
Evidently, the rebels at Biyak-na-bato were 
| weed of food and other supplies. 


Ayuinaldo’s power of attorney to act for the 
the written proposals as basis for peace in 
, Paterno returned to Manila and promptly 
with Primo de Ri The audience, given 
їн August 13, was none too cordial in so far 
Preporals for peace were concerned. The gov- 
Wal made it clear to Paterno that it was not 
standing to talk about reforms, particularly 
ling with the expulsion of the religious order 
lation in the Spanish Cortés, application of 
ice in the Philippines for Filipinos and Span- 
distribution of the friar properties to Filipi- 
mation of individual rights, the freedom of 
lion, ала the freedom of the press. He, there- 
issed Aguinaldo's demand for reforms as 
powers, for only the Cortés could grant 
is. As representative of his government, he 
то more than offer his good offices." Pater- 
other hand, maintained that the rebels were 
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‘this concrete understanding with the governor- 
| Paterno spent the month of September and 
tober contacting the petty rebel chiefs of Cen- 
Southern Luzon. At the same time, Aguinaldo, 
i 11 the proper psychological moment to aug- 
bargaining power, launched ап offensive 
the Spaniards and exhorted his men to resort 
warfare” 


still doubting the sincerity of the Spaniards and that 
with peace they could hope for nothing save banish- 
ment, treachery, and martyrdom.” He insisted that the 
basis for peace that the rebels would accept was se- 
curity of life and liberty. But since he, as negotiator, 
did not have the necessary powers to mediate on such 
terms he could not do anything to make peace a reality. 
Moreover, Paterno pointed out the good intention of 
Aguinaldo by citing the decree of August 11 wherein 
Aguinaldo said that upon the petition of Paterno and 
his companion, José Nery Quijano, he was setting free 
all the Spanish prisoners of war captured in the skir- 
mish at Puray.” Primo de Rivera, appreciating Pater- 
no's efforts, promised to give him the necessary pow- 
ers. On Paterno’s assurance that the rebel demands 
would not be mentioned in writing, Primo de Rivera 
agreed to continue the negotiations. At the same time, 
Paterno suggested that it would be better if the Home 
Government could be notified of the wishes of the 
rebels as contained in the document presented to him. 
Since it would take some time to do so, the governor- 
general commissioned his trusted aide, Colonel Niceto 
Mayoral, to represent him in subsequent negotiations.” 


I on making his mission successful, Paterno, 
ful of the grave illness of his wife, went to 
Interview the rebel leaders in the field, Cailles 
of the peace proposals and Emiliano Rie- 
Dios expressed preference for continuing the 
Against the Spaniards. Nevertheless, he prom- 
company Paterno to Biyak-na-bato." The 
а! Biyak-na-bato had not as yet decided on 
16 accept the terms of surrender and so agreed 
Î general assembly of field commanders to be 
| October. Meanwhile, Paterno left Biyak-na- 
He travelled to Morong and Laguna, then to 
Weija and Pampanga to interview Francisco 
los Soliman, and back again to Morong to con- 
General Pio del Pilar“ Through bribery and 
, Paterno succeeded ın having the minor chief- 
to his peace proposals.” Back in Malaca- 
ero once more laid before the governor- 
“the rebel demand for the expulsion of the 
‘other reforms mentioned in the protocol of 
Again, as in the previous instance, Primo 
‘made it clear that he could not, under the 


The minimum requirements that Primo de Rivera 
approved were pardon for all and security in the de- 
parture of the rebel chiefs to either China or Japan, 
in exchange for the surrender of the rebel chiefs and 
the laying down of arms. Regarding money matters, 
Primo de Rivera believed that the government could 
afford P1,700,000 to be paid in three installments.” 
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circumstances, grant the reforms, but that he could 
only present them to the Cortés for the latter's consi- 
deration. This he requested Paterno to emphasize to 
the rebels. As for the expulsion of the friars, this, too, 
was impossible, considering the temper of the Queen 
Regent who, it was said, once told Sagasta that she 
“preferred losing the Philippines to losing a soul.’ 


Under the circumstances, Primo de Rivera, on 
October 7, cabled his government stating that he had 
two alternatives for obtaining peace. First, he sugges 
ed that the insurgent chiefs be paid the sum 
Р1,700,00 for the surrender of their arms and those 
their followers, the sum to be given in three install- 
ments: the first installment when Aguinaldo and hi: 
men had surrendered; the second, four months aft 
the surrender; and the third, when peace had 
restored, This plan was advantageous to Spain as il 
would save the lives of Spaniards whose casualties, 
owing to the climate, reached forty out of a hundred, 
representing a total casualty of 10,000 a year. ТІ 
second alternative was to run down the insurgents 
force, which would be difficult, considering the lai 
number of soldiers that would be employed in the с 
paigns against the rebels” The Madrid Government 
gave Primo de Rivera the authority to do what 
thought advantageous at the earliest possible time.* 


Paterno for his part once more went to Biyak- 
bato to sound out the strength of those in favor 
peace.” On October 28, Aguinaldo called an assemb} 
of field commanders at Biyak-na-bato to decide on wl 


t Biyak-na-bato where Aguinaldo established his headquarters in the middle of 1897, 


‘The rebel 
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Ө! action to take in the face of Primo de Rive- 
sal to entertain the idea of reforms. The “war 
headed by General Mamerto Natividad, voted 
ше the struggle. Natividad, remembering the 
on of his father by the Spaniards, cried that 
Hot surrender his arms.* Such was the vio- 
the opposition to peace that rumor circulated 
that Aguinaldo was deposed and that Pater- 
№ captive” The rumor had its basis on the 

nge of words between Paterno and Agui- 
Who rebuked the former for his failure to at- 
assembly that approved the Constitution on 
ї 1” Nevertheless, Aguinaldo and majority 
Wen approved the peace proposals, believing 
Was “more advantageous for the country than 

the insurrection, for which I had but limited 
™ General Mamerto Natividad, to show 
ure, organized a band of rebels and led an 
û the Spaniards in Entablado, Cabiao, Nueva 
November 11. The attack was successful, 
paid for it with his life” 


November 5, Aguinaldo authorized Paterno “to 
i harmonious relations with the Spanish Gov- 
I, giving him full powers to determine, fix and 
the total sum of the funds or values which the 
Government grants us....’" This authoriza- 
of attorney, which amounts to a second 
| does not, however, contain the reforms 
in the first protocol of August 9, With the 
amenable to the peace proposals, Paterno, 
iber 14, wrote Primo de Rivera:* 
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1 take the liberty of laying before you ... the 
methods by which the present fratricidal contest сап 
be terminated, methods which consist of nothing 
more than putting into practical application in the 
country ... the proclamations already issued by Your 
Excellency. Such methods are: 


The Captain General, Don Fernando Primo de 
Rivera, will issue a proclamation pardoning those who 
surrender, granting them personal safety and the is- 
sue of proper passports to those who may desire to 
go abroad. 

He will also guarantee the safety of those who 
may have belonged to the army and accept their sur- 
render, incorporating them into а disciplinary corps 
in order to give them indefinite leave of absence or 
to retire them, according to the regulations. This 
leave of absence will not make an exceptivn for the 
Peninsula ог а foreign country. 

Тһе arms which are under the control of Don 
Emilio Aguinaldo will be placed at the disposal of the 
Captain General, Don Fernando Primo de Rivera, un- 
der inventory. 

The Captain General, Don Fernando Primo de 
Rivera, who loves the Philippines апа wno ıs oring- 
ing about their progress and welfare, will treat with 
his well-known magnanimity those who surrender, 
not only those who return to their towns, but also 
those who may go to a foreign country. 


Existing armed bands not under the command of 
Aguinaldo which surrender in the same manner as his 
band, will enjoy the same favors granted by the Cap- 
tain ‘General as above mentioned. If they do not 
join the band of Aguinaldo or do not surrender in 
the same manner, they will be considered as bandits 
and criminals. 

T do not include among these methods either 
general or complete amnesty, or any of the reforms 
which figure in the revolutionary programs, as I hope 
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J do not doubt, Your Excellency, that since you 
heen able to gain the love of the h Filipinos 
Your heroic valor, your skill, your disinterested- 
‘and especially by your wise policy of justice and 
, you will be able to win over those who, 
or despairing, are now in arms; considering 
Methods of patriotic and humane purposes 
will immediately banish the hatred of Spain 
with the prolongation of the present war, is 
Taking deeper root in the towns of the Phil- 
(and which be) perhaps the cause of 
of rE and mountains of bodies, both of 
the islands and of the Peninsula, aliki 
or of enormous sacrifices by Spain, our 
mother country. Therefore, 


Wey Your Excellency to deign to accept the 

gested and to take the corresponding 
so that the longed-for day of peace ma 
Ма for the happiness of Spain and the bril- 
‘future of the Philippines, 


Че Rivera was at that time in Bacolor, Pam- 
an inspection tour. Accompanied by José 
Natividad, Paterno set out for Bacolor on 
16 10 confer with the governor-general.” 
Presented his credentials" and the proposals 

а outlined in his letter. The governor prom- 
Mudy the peace formula upon his return to 

|" Back in Manila with Paterno, an instru- 
surrender was prepared on November 18 in 
governor-general approved of Paterno’s 
Ша as presented іп his letter of November 
in representation of Aguinaldo and the 
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other rebel leaders, and Primo de Rivera, in repi Caney age to тна, the ere 

7 5 Ww [reely fix their residence їп any portion of the 
tation of the “Spanish Government, agreed оп ith territory or abroad, ‘This clause shall not con. 
signed the following terms : With the provisions made in numbers five and 


fo the present agreement, 


“th. Deserters availing themselves of the clauses 
Agreement shall be exempted from all punish- 
й, but they must serve, as a disciplinary body, 
их, the time which on deserting they owed 

| Mrvice. 


Mih. Spaniards bom in Spain or in Spanish- 
mn possessions and foreigners who shall sur- 


Ist, Emilio Aguinaldo, in his quality as Supreme 
Chief of all those still in arms in the island of Luzon 
against the legitimate government, and Mariano Lla- 
nera and Baldomero Aguinaldo, who also hold impor- 
tant commands among the forces alluded to, cease 
their hostile attitude, surrendering the arms’ which 
they use against their country, and submit them- 
selves to the proper authorities, reacquiring their 


rights as Philippine Spanish citizens, which rights ul avail themselves of the benefits herein 
they desire to preserve. As а consequence of this will be comprised in the general pardon, 
surrender, they engage to surrender all those who ‘they shall be expelled from Philippine territory. 
follow them at present, and all those who recognize ; 3 
them as Chiefs and obey their orders. Fih, Armed parties and groups which do not 
the leadership of Emitio Aguinaldo or 
„2nd. The delivery of arms shall be carried out his orders, but which take advantage of the ben- 
by Jaen try, on ahg; SE 7-7 of Я А Ба wted herein, shall enjoy the same fully, pro- 
place which may be agreed upon beforehand, the mil- i З ‘i 
itary Chief appointed by His Excellency, the General- a 


in-Chief, to this effect superintending the same. 


3rd, The surrender of the individuals referred 
to in the first clause shall be made respective 
leaders of organized parties or isolated groups, with лра сы in accordance 
the formalities and at the places on the days which у theirsrespective Chief and by their acts: 
may have been previously agreed upon, each one be- , и . 
ing, at the time of surrender, furnished with а pass- м deserve that пате. The benefits already 


рогі necessary to freely go to any place he may 


Armed parties and groups which do not 
4 before the date fixed in the preceding 


shall neither be enjoyed by those who sur- 


choose. Native born Spaniards, foreigners and desert- immediately before an impending engagement, 
ers shall not enjoy this benefit and shall remain in the these who do so during pursuit following such 
hands of the Military Authority and shall be dealt nt. 
‘with according to clauses five and six. His Excellency, the General-in-Chief, shall 
4th. АШ those who may avail themselves of the the necessary means of subsistence to those 
clauses herein contained shall be exempted from all before the date fixed in the second 
punishment they may have incurred by rebellion and Mew of the painful condition to which they 
other crimes connected therewith, His Excellency, reduced by the war, dealing only for that 


the General-in-Chief, pledging himself to grant an with Emilio Aguinaldo, through the interme- 
ample and general amnesty embracing the above- _ Pedro Alejandro Paterno. And, 
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ares S a ас катя of апу one of Ке ‘others to continue the struggle against the Span- 
preceding clauses stipulations contained in the > 

аа UAN have yom elidct wibetanever! А stormy meeting followed. Nevertheless, 


ldo had his way and, in accordance with Article 
а 3 of the Provisional Constitution of Biyak- 
Aguinaldo’s decision was approved by the 
Council.© The decree of approval was then 


The last paragraph of this instrument of surres 
der, which became the basis of the final agreement, 
reiterates the hope and expectation of the rebels 
the Spanish Government would “take into consideras General Artemio Ricarte, the Captain-General 
tion the aspirations of the Philippine people іп огде Revolutionary Army, for confirmation. Ricarte 
to assure its peace and the well-being which the assembly of field generals, discussed and 
deserves.” the decree of the Supreme Council with the 
that the Spanish Government should send two 
to the rebel camp to guarantee the safety of 
И leaders who would choose to go abroad." At 
the same time, Primo de Rivera, taking advan- 
the temporary pandemonium in the ranks о! 
Js, pressed his advantage by issuing а procla- 
setting December 12 as the last day on which 

‘arms should be surrendered.“ 


December 12, Paterno, accompanied by José 
Natividad and Isabelo Artacho, went to Mala- 

Expressing their suspicions of Spanish inten- 
Natividad and Artacho suggested that the rebel 
should board a foreign vessel on their way to 
“Kong and that they be escorted by some 500 
Mabel soldiers on the way to their place of em- 
jun. Primo de Rivera, however, assured them 
\з good intentions and told them to rely on 
‘of Spain.” The following day, December 13, 


With the signing of this document, Paterno on 
more left for Biyak-na-bato and reported to Aguinaldi 
his success in dealing with the governor-general wht 
was willing to sign an agreement providing for P800, 
indemnity to be given to the rebels in three install 
ments.” Primo de Rivera, on the other hand, realizi 
that he had struck a good bargain, wrote his hot 
government and asked whether the sum of P400,000 
be paid to the rebels in exchange for their surren 
was acceptable. On November 20, the home gove! 
ment authorized him to sign the agreement as he 
outlined.“ 


At this point, the situation became complicat 
when, in the first week of December, Aguinaldo с: 
a conference of field officers and laid before them 
question of peace or continued warfare. Majority 
those present agreed to surrender in exchange for 
don and the receipt of a sum of money to be given ish home government cabled Primo de Rivera 
them. General Paciano Rizal, backed up by ‘ig him “to accept the surrender of the chiefs 
Miguel Malvar, disagreed with the majority and exhot Е" гие 
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Having hurdled the last obstacles to an agre 
advantageous both to the rebels and the Spanish 
ernment, Paterno and Primo de Rivera met again 
December 14 and approved the so-called “Programme” 
This document, the second to comprise the Truce 
Biyak-na-bato—the first being the agreement 
November 18 — outlines in detail the steps to be fol 
lowed in the surrender of arms, the payment of 
P800,000 indemnity to Aguinaldo, and the keeping 
the Spanish hostages in Biyak-na-bato pending i 
arrival of Aguinaldo and his associates in Hong Коп 
The document continues :* 


Dec. 25th.— Departure of Don Emilio Aguinaldo and 
his companions. Don Pedra А. Paterno, 
and Don Miguel Р. de Rivera, for Lin- 
gayen, where the Spanish government 
will have а merchant steamer to take 
them to Hong Kong; the persons going 
on board may take their revolvers and 
the two rifles asked for by Don Emi 
Aguinaldo. On the departure of these 
gentlemen from Biac-na-bato the Span- 
ish government will give то Don Baldo- 
mero Aguinaldo, through Don Pedro A. 
Paterno, a draft payable to the order of 
the Spanish-Philippine Bank upon some 
bank in Hong Kong, for the sum of 
P400,000, the cost of exchange being 
charged 10 the Spanish government. 


Dec. 27th.—The abovementioned gentlemen, having 
left the port of Lingayen for Hong Kong, 
and having arrived at Hong Kong, Don 
Emilio Aguinaldo will telegraph to Don 
Artemio Ricarte in order that he may 
carry out the following: 
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Ist. The surrender of all arms and 
munitions inventoried. 


2nd. The execution of the order of 
Aguinaldo, given before his departure 
from these Islands, for the turning in 
of all arms remaining in the hands of 
the various groups of insurgents scat- 
tered throughout various provinces. 

3rd. His notification to General Te- 

i 4 other gentlemen remaining 

-bato that they may abandon 
their residences in said town. 


As soon as 225 firearms, 2382 car- 
ridges and twenty pieces of machinery 
belonging to the arsenal, and two ѕа- 
hers, inventoried in Biac-na-bato, are 
turned over to the Spanish government, 
Don Artemio Ricarte will notify Don Emi- 
lio Aguinaldo by a cipher telegram 
agreed upon by Don Emilio Aguinaldo, 
in order that he may immediately draw 
upon or cash the draft for 400,000 
guaranteed by the Government of the 
Philippines, and the Captain General 
will notify Don Miguel Р. de Rivera 
and Don Pedro A. Paterno that he has re- 
seived the arms mentioned, General 
Tejeiro and Don Artemio Ricarte will 
distribute passes and safeconducts to 
the insurgents permitting them to ро 
where they may see fit. 


As soon as armed men have come in 
and surrendered over 700 arms, half at 
least of the same being modern ones, 
Don Pedro A. Paterno will be given two 
cheeks, one for "200,000 payable in sight, 
and the other for the same amount, 
which will be payable when the Te Deum 
is sung and the eral amnesty pro- 
claimed, which will be just as soon as 
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peace reigns in the Philippines. The ex- 
istence of bands of tulisanes will not be 
considered as a bar to this. 


The successive surrender of arms, 
when the 225 arms and the other arti- 
cles mentioned have been verified, will be 
made to any body of troops. The arms 
will be taken upon receipt in triplicate: 
one for the Governor-General; one for 
Don Pedro A, Paterno; and the third for 
Don Artemio Ricarte; in regard to whom 
the Governor-General will give the neces- 
sary orders and instructions. 


The third document, signed on December 15, 
deals with the distribution of the total indemnity of 


1,700,000, as follows :" 


(1) For the rebels in arms а draft for the sum 
of $400,000 (Mexican) will be handed to Señor Pa- 
terno, payable in Hongkong, as well as two cheques 
for $200,000 (Mexican) each payable only on the 
condition of the Agreement being fulfilled on the 
other part, 


(2) For the families of those who were not re- 
bels in arms, or engaged in rebellion, but who have 
likewise suffered the evils of war, the balance of the 
sum offered shall be paid in three equal installments, 
the Jast to be paid six months after the date on 
which the Te Deum shall be sung, assuming the peace 
to become an accomplished fact. Peace shall be held 
to be effectively concluded if, during the interval of 
these installment periods, no party of armed rebels, 
with recognized leader, shall exist, and if no secret 
society shall have been discovered as existing here or 
abroad with the proved object of conspiracy by those 
who benefit by these payments. The representative of 
the rebels, Don Pedro Alejandro Paterno, and the 
representative of the Government, the Captain-General 
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do Primo de Rivera, agree to the above 
litions, in witness whereof cach representative 
jins four copies of the same tenor and effect, 
being for the Government, another for the ar- 
ives of the Captain-Generalcy, and one copy each 
the said representatives. 


MAME монт THAT THE LAST DOCUMENT WAS 
December 15, Paterno and his rebel compan- 
felurned to Biyak-na-bato. The following day, 
do approved the “Programme” submitted to 
Paterno and issued a proclamation denouncing 

its those whe would not surrender their arms. 
u 


Та order to make for any deficiencies which must 
În any numerical statement of men under arms 
Î the reports of number of deserters, arms and 
Моши of ammunition and other ordnance, in 
Ло show our confidence and good faith, and our 
desire to aid the Spanish Government in the 
tion of the Philippine Islands, I, in accordance 
the Supreme Council of the Revolutionary Gov- 
If, assembled this date in extraordinary ses- 
‘order the following: 


‘Article 1. — 1 approve in all its terms the pro- 
presented by the Arbitrator, His Excellency, 
A. Paterno. 


ЕП 1 declare outside the jurisdiction 
Government organized by the revolution, and 
the right lo call themselyes insurrecto ог re- 

fy, or to profit by any of the charities or 
benefits forthcoming under the agreement with 
Government, all those who disobey my 

Ло lay down the arms and all those who op- 
selves to the carrying into effect the terms 


programme of pacification, and 
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pe Аш Ш. — 1E those who disobey or impede йшкй. The following day, December 20, the Assem- 
the execution of my orders for pacification hold rank, ерге: R 5 
office or employment in the revolutionary govern. ee И н ынан апетая 
елине) эа esac kaid AARNA СЫРДА wed their military activities and Primo de Rivera on 
our jurisdiction, and are to be considered as tulisanes part ordered the suspension of operations “under 
or bandits quurantee that Aguinaldo and the rebel chiefs and 

Îs will set out on the 25th for Lingayen....’" 
the first time since the start of the revolution 
feigned in the country. 


On December 19, a conference of rebels was 
held in Biyak-na-bato to decide what should be done 
to the money to be received from the Spanish Govern: 
ment. Isabelo Artacho was designated at the confer 
ence as Director of Commerce “to disburse the amount 
to be paid by the Spanish Government for the Revolu 
tionary arms.” It was agreed that the total amount 
should be invested in business and а part of the pro 
fits accruing therefrom be spent in the education of 
Filipino youths in foreign countries. Ricarte was de 
signated to “undertake to fulfill the conditions 
imposed by the Spanish Government regarding the 
surrender of arms..." 


The implementation of the first part of the 
апте” followed immediately, On December 23, 
Mmo, and his brother Maximino, and Generals 
ino Tejeiro and Ricardo Monet, together with 
Hol Miguel Primo de Rivera, arrived at Biyak-na- 
| The two Spanish generals were to remain there 
Slates, while the young Primo de Rivera was to 
лу Aguinaldo and remain as a hostage in Hong 
Aguinaldo, for his part, warned Baldomero 
Îdo to watch the two Spanish generals carefully 
"display the greatest care in carrying out the 
Heider terms...."" On Christmas Day, before his 
ture for Lingayen, Aguinaldo issued a proclama- 
(Planing why he consented to surrender and to 
WW a foreign land as an exile. He said:* 


The rebels in conference were now faced with 
another problem the solution to which did not appeal 
to some as fair. Who among them should accompany 
Aguinaldo? And who should remain behind to re 
ceive the second and last installments? As chief of the 
Revolutionary Government, Aguinaldo was given the 
right to choose his companions in exile. The choice 
finally fell on Manuel Tinio, Mariano Llanera, Gregorio 


1 lay down my arms because continuing the war 
Hill produce turmoil and evil, in place of happine 
Т Îs not the end sought by the insurrection. I lay 
Юр с Е йн! my arms because my expectations are one 
del Pilar, Benito Natividad, Joaquin Natividad, Wen- with lofty designs of the noble Governor-General, 
ceslao Viniegra, Lazaro Makapagal, Carlos Ronquillo, Wis Hewellency. Señor Don Fernando Primo de Ri- 
and others.* Isabelo Artacho and Baldomero Aguinal- ОО gor Seat. озари 


ў fd an era of peace from the time he took up 
do were to be left behind to represent the Supreme veins of government of this Spanis йогу. I 
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les before the steamer Uranus weighed anchor, 
(aldo dispatched a telegram to Primo de Rivera, 


1 go of my own will, 1 go, for in spite of the з 
personal immunity which is given me by the laws, Those who were the Filipino rebels, on leaving 
by promisés, and by Spanish honór, yet the ‘violent the land of their birth, send their farewell greetings 


lay down my arms in accordance with the patriotic 
advice of the Arbitrator, the Maguinoo, Pedro А. Ра- 
terno, lover of the well-being of our native land. 


passion of hatred, or some other political passion, ` 

might be able to raise its suicidal hand and make vic- [ Wiot profound emotion and with Cet 

tims, creating new disturbances and turmoil in the filianship of their homes and the protection of 

Шо оё our land. Mie soit where first they saw the light of day. АШ 

дан Ы А З Меен that Spa 

Having issued this proclamation to the Filipinos, Will grant reforms without bloodshed or combat, since 
Aguinaldo, his associates, Paterno, his brother Maxi- тк blood has already stained the soil of Luzoi 
mino, and Lt. Col. Miguel Primo de Rivera boarded of herves and martyrs, now brothers in peac 

р we who today offer them: loyally to раї 
launch on the way to Kalumpit. As the launch plow Оттеп as the paternal policy of Your Excellen 
through the smooth surface of the river groups of I eal agreement between rights and liberty. 
ple on both banks waved their handkerchiefs at u May God bless ава ‘keep ‘this peace’ for the honor 
departing Revolutionary Chief. Aguinaldo, enthusi: While future of our beloved country, the Philippines, 
tic over the reception by the people, waved his han гэто nd еца the Эрес, 
land. 


and led the cheering for Spain, for Their Majesties, 
for Primo de Rivera, for peace, and for “the Philij 
pines, ever Spanish.” Disembarking at Kalumpit, 
was surrounded by a throng of curious Filipinos wl 
wanted to catch a glimpse of their leader. Again, А; 
naldo cheered the “Mother Country,” the King, 
Government, and peace. From Kalumpit, the ра! 
went to Dagupan by train. In the morning of the 270 
the party went to Sual by carromatas and there the 
found Captain Celestino Espinosa of the Cavalry, wl 
was one of the hostages to go with Aguinaldo to Hong 
Kong, waiting for him. Touching farewells were ex- 
changed and outbursts of warm enthusiasm greeted 
Aguinaldo's Vivas! for Spain and the Philippines. 


‘The revolutionary leaders who were left behind 
to implement the terms of the “Programme” 
ive to the surrender of arms. Upon the receipt 
Jnaldo's telegram that he had arrived safely in 
Kong and had received the check for P400,000, 
№ promptly released the hostages Generals Te- 
| and Monet. At about 8:00 A.M., December 30, 
surrender of arms commenced. Ricarte pleaded 
his fellow-rebels to repose confidence in the 
ish Government and to return to their homes 
fear or suspicion. ..."* He then ordered the 
Мопагу flag hauled down and the Spanish flag 
| The Royal March was played during the cere- 
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mony. Passes were immediately issued to those who 
had surrendered their arms so they could return to 
their homes in peace” The surrender of arms pro- 
ceeded peacefully, and by mid-January 1898, Paciano 
Rizal, Baldomero Aguinaldo, Isabelo Artacho and José 
Salvador Natividad, who were commissioned by Primo 
de Rivera to persuade the rebels to surrender, were 
able to report that the insurgents belonging to differ- 
ent parties had already laid down their arms.” As 
thanksgiving for the event, the Te Deum was sung in 
the Manila Cathedral on January 23, the Saint's Day of 
Her Majesty. On the same date, Primo de Rivera 
declared the warfare at an end.“ 


THUS PRIMO DE RIVERA, BY A SHOW OF POLITICAL SAGACI- 
ty unheard of among the Spanish governors, succeeded, 
even if temporarily, in bringing about peace in the in- 
sular possession which Spain in less than a year would 
lose to a new Power in the Pacific. His success in put- 
ting a stop to the fearful bloodletting that was the 
Philippine Revolution is abundant evidence not only 
of his good faith, but also of his policy of attraction. 


A man of sharp insight and practical realism, he un 
derstood the problems of the Philippines and person- 
ally sympathized with the aspirations of the Filipinos. 
His efforts toward a peaceful solution to the Philip- 
pine problem were sincere and were marked by pru- 


dence and empathy that made the rebels respect him 


even at the height of prejudice against the ruling power. 


More specifically, his choice of Pedro A. Paterno 
as mediator was a happy one. For Paterno was one 
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liping who, though not exactly in sympathy with 

Revolution, was nevertheless neutral. Born in 

‚ he spent many happy years of his life in Spain 
he brushed shoulders with many Spaniards who 
16 become officials in the Philippines. He was а 
of many talents from whose pen flowed the first 
no novel, Ninay (1886), and such Philippine stu- 
La Antigua Civilizacién Tagalog (1886), Histo- 
de Filipinas (1908-1912), Gobierno Civil (1900) 
many others which, during his time, enjoyed а 
‘end well-earned popularity. 


Paterno was a dreamer whose ambition was to 
й name for himself. Having come from a family 
[raced its rise from the emergence of the Filipino 

class in the second half of the nineteenth cen- 
| һе went to Spain not as a refugee, but as a young 
но In love with things Spanish. There he met the 
lam governor-general of the Philippines, Don 
do Primo de Rivera, and struck up a friendship 
him. Back in the Philippines, he stayed on the 
ies when the Revolution broke out and waited 
ie opportune moment to make himself felt. The 
nity came when, finding both sides to the con- 
lived and suffering from bloody skirmishes, he 
himself to Primo de Rivera as a mediator be 
ihe contending forces. He loved both his coun. 
Spain ах one loves one’s mother and sweet- 
| There was in him, therefore, a duality of loyal- 
made him suspect in the eyes of his countrymen 
the Spaniards as well. But it was precisely 
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this duality that led him to think of arranging for 
peace: a duality that in his position came to Ье а bless- 
ing. And since he was, in the words of Primo de Ri- 
vera, notoriously ambitious,* he took the critical step 
that he believed would enhance and promote his per- 
sonal interests. It is not, however, suggested that, in 
presenting himself as mediator, he was solely and ex- 
clusively motivated by personal and selfish interest. 
There was, in his person, an interplay of patriotic 
impulses and personal interest. The two are, in many 
cases, complementary, and, in the case of Paterno, inev- 
itable. How far personal interest played in the cru- 
cial negotiations is amply demonstrated by his letter 
to the governor's nephew, Lt. Col. Miguel Primo de 
Rivera, Once out of the mist of the conflict, Pater 
gave vent to his feelings by insinuating that he 
been neglected by Spain. Obviously, he expected 
be rewarded for his personal sacrifices in leaving 
comforts of his home and in disbursing his own money. 
Thus, when he heard that he might be given a tit 
he demanded that of the Duke, although there was 
official statement that he would be compensated fe 
all his troubles in negotiating the Truce of Biyak-n: 
bato. He wrote: 


To express my private opinion, I aspire, above 
all, to the preservation of my name and prestige. ... 
But I am willing to meet half way the state of Span- 
ish society in the Philippines, and as 1 belong to the 
family of the Maguinoong Paterno, I must express 
myself in another way. ** ** 


In the first place, it must not be less than that 
of Duke, because the natives have obeyed me as the 
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Great Maguinoo, or Prince of Luzon, and the ex-revo- 
Iutionists call me the arbiter of their destinies. 


sequent right to a seat in the Senate to defend the 
Interests of the Colony... . 


ln the third place, it must be in the nature of a 
and not a purchase, that is to say, the patent of 
Mobility must be a free gift. 


In the fourth place, it must be valued in dollars, 
so that the reward may not be held in contempt by 
the public, who know my liberality when I pay, with 
splendid generosity, sea voyages, river and land jour- 
Heys for myself and for my emissaries, or when I 
di with abundant profusion pecuniary and 
Material recompenses to buy over the wills of and 
White all the insurgent chiefs to bring them to sur- 
Fender to Spain. Up to the present, I have not received 
I cent from the revolutionists or from the Spanish 
Dovernment to cover these expenses. 


It is notorious that I have worked so grandly 
thet по one now ask me to sink into insignificance. 


The recent concessions made by the Spanish Gov- 

трати have been seen by the Philippine public. The 

of Captain-General was given for subjecting а 

Moslem chiefs of Mindanao; promoticns and 

им! crosses with pensions have been awarded, and 

|, Who have put an end to the war at a stroke, sav- 

‘We Spain many millions of dollars — I who, amidst 

Mowndations and hurricanes have assaulted and con- 
wed the barracks and military posts of the enem 

wing them to lay down their arms to Spain with. 

Wut bloodshed and at my command surrender all their 

js and revolutionary Government with their bri- 

and companies, I think I have a good right to 


Î Spain, if she wishes to show herself a mother to 
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me, to give me as much as she has given to other sons 
for lesser services. 

To conclude, for family reasons, I want a title : 
of Castile, that of Prince or Duke, if possible, and to 
be а Grandee of the first class, free of nobility pat- 
ent fees and the sum of $.. 5 once 
for all. 


UBLED PEACE 


1 also recommend you very strongly to procure 
for my brother Maximino Melo Agustin Paterno y 
Debera Ignacio the title of Count or a Grand Cross 
free of duties, for he has not only rendered great 
services to the nation, but he has continually sus- 
tained the prestige of Spain with the natives. 


As an “honest broker,” Paterno, then, wanted his 
fee. But the Spanish Government was not in a mood 
to humor him, for Spain was passing through one of 
the most critical phases of her political life. WkOUGHOUT THE MONTH OF JANUARY 1898 MANI- 
Та was in a festive mood. The Te Deum was sung 
‘at the Manila Cathedral on January 23 and at the 
jo Real in Madrid on the same day (January 24, 
il time)! The City Government, justly feeling 
ted and munificent, liberally spent P6,000 for 
уез. There were boat and horse races ; fire- 
punctured the skies with blazing colors; plays 
Staged at the Zorrilla Theater in honor of the 
Army; prizes were distributed to persons who 
the most ingenious lighting in their homes; a 
mt ball was held at the Ayuntamiento; and to 
wate the return of peace, the City Govern- 
ош! a brochure, La Paz, the lithographed illus- 
of which were, according to eyewitnesses, the 
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2. there was discontent among the rebels and their 
leaders because they were left behind without any visi- 
ble means of support, while those with Emilio Agui- 
naldo’s group were less meritorious and were living on 
the money of the Revolution. 


Paterno immediately apprised Aguinaldo in Hong 
Kong of the resolution passed on December 29 and 
of the sum of P200,000 given by Primo de Rivera to 
the rebels at Biyak-na-bato. On February 24, 1898, 
Aguinaldo” called the members of the Hong Kong 
‘Lommittce to a meeting and presented the resolution 
sed by the Biyak-na-bato group on December 29. 
juinaldo, after reading this resolution, reported that 
had received a letter from Lt. Col. Miguel Primo 
Rivera saying that the Spanish Government had no 
tention of paying the P200,000 which formed the 
jrd payment until the Katipunan had completely dis- 
peared and the Philippines pacified effectively. At 
same time, he announced that Isabelo Artacho 
entered his resignation as Secretary of the Interior 
head of the Committee on Commerce and that he 
asking for the reimbursement of P508.75 he al- 
lly spent for the Government.” The Hong Kong 
mittee then agreed : 


3. in view of this, the petitioners believed that 
it would be difficult, if not impossible, to carry out the 
provisions of the Truce of Biyak-na-bato until the 
plight of those who were left behind was remedied. 


4, the petitioners, consequently, proposed that to 
remedy the situation the whole sum of P400,000 com- 
prising the last two installments be distributed to the 
most needy insurgents. 


In the same meeting, the rebel leaders commis- 
sioned José Salvador Natividad to make the proper 
representations with the Governor-General for 
“fulfillment of the provisions of this resolution.” Nati- 
vidad, realizing the gravity of the resolution, conven- 
iently “passed the buck” to Paciano Rizal on January 
7, 1898" Apprised of this resolution, Primo de Rivera 
issued a check for P200,000 to the rebels, who lost no 
time in exacting their own price for laying down their 
arms. Thus, Lucas Camerino of Cavite, received РЗ,000| 
Emiliano Riego de Dios, P7,000; Ambrosio Moxica, 
also of Cavite, P5,000; Francisco Macabulos, P14,000 
Isabelo Artacho, P5,000; Miguel Malvar, P8,000; Pa- 
terno (for distribution), P89,500; Artemio Ricarte, 
P6,640; Paciano Rizal, P445; and the rest received 
amounts ranging from P20.00 to P500. 


1. tọ declare the agreement of Biyak-na-bato, 
‘on December 29, 1897, including those sections 
the Constitution cited in said agreement, null and 
|, because the P200,000 constituting the second pay- 
А was divided among those left in the Philippines, 
le the installment might not be received in 
with the truce which, in turn, was the basis 
the agreement of December 19, 1897; 


2. to authorize Emilio Aguinaldo to take charge 
ће amount deposited in the two Hong Kong banks; 
И only the interest could be spent according to the 
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Therefore 1 did not desire to oppose all this and 


Paterno, however, excused 1 
so yielded assent to the decision adopted by them, 


division of the money." 
himself, saying:* 


You blame me for having permitted the di 
of the money by the others, and in reply will say that 
I did not consent thereto, because when I arrived 
here from that port [Hong Kong], I found that the 
money had already been divided on the 29th of De- 
cember by common consent and agreement among 
Baldomero [Aguinaldo], I Artemio) Ricarte and other 
chiefs whom you had given authority for the same, 


When, on the 1th of January, I arrived in Ma- 
nila, 1 could do nothing to suspend it, not even by 
availing myself of the power which the Assembly of 
the Revolutionary Government had vested in me, and 
by virtue of which I might refuse to give my approval 
of it. I saw that there was no remedy in the matter, 
as the distribution among the many chiefs having been 
previously agreed upon by the leaders in a resolution 
signed by Baldomero, Ricarte and other chiefs who 
remained in Biacna-bato authorizing Salvador 1 №а- 


Оп my part, 1 abstained from opposing what had 
been agreed upon by the majority, because of a feel- 
ing of delicacy, in order that they might not say that 
I, myself, desired the division in accordance with that 
saying: “He who divides and redivides, retains the 
greater part.” 


Furthermore, І fear that the Spaniards might 
say that I am desirous of making the division in or- 
der to acquire the amount equal to the P400,000 de- 
posited there [Hong Kong], and not permit anyone 
to benefit by it. 


but at the same time I wish to call your attention to 
the fact that the money did not pass through my 
hands, but was handed by those 10 whom it was de- 
livered for its distribution. 


Under the circumstances, Aguinaldo and his com- 
ions were forced to live a frugal life. All expenses 
to be approved by Aguinaldo: if one of them 
ed a new pair of shoes Aguinaldo bought it for 
, and so оп. Even trivial expenses had to be ap- 
ed by Aguinaldo who exercised an iron hand over 
lursements, every one of which was meticulously 
scrupulously noted down in his account book.” 
ë who were left behind to take charge of the 
nder of arms would not have envied those who 
А with Aguinaldo to Hong Kong had they known 
the latter lived a Spartan life. For the exiles were 
4 foreign country, strangers іп a land whose people 
language they did not understand. Doubtless, this 
derstanding led the Biyak-na-bato rebels to ask 
the second installment from Primo de Rivera who, 
ing their plight and sympathizing with them, 


000, Aguinaldo’s objection to the division of the 
nt among the Biyak-na-bato rebels may have been 
ated by his honest desire to reserve the money for 
їс purposes, but, on the other hand, he failed 
sider the plight of those who were left behind 
form an unhappy job. It is easy enough for a 
to feel singularly patriotic when he has the means, 
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no matter how modest, and has sufficient distance to real purposes to which the money deposited in the 
make him feel secure in his person, but for those who nks would be used. Consequently, he asked his 
have no means to tide over the lean days and no dis- jates on the proper steps to take. Felipe Agoncillo 
tance to separate them from possible betrayal and ised him to make himself scarce by secretly leaving 
danger patriotism is sometimes sec пдагу to personal British colony.” That was the only way out. With 
safety. Only in this light can the division of the second gorio del Pilar and J. М. Leyba, who acted as his 


payment be justified. etary, Aguinaldo prepared to leave for Singapore. 


А j KE Hie e Me lore his departure, however, he withdrew P50,000 

Early in February, after receiving A \ the Chartered Bank of India, Australia and China, 
the “spoils, pii a A a okie a handed over some signed checks to Vito Belarmino, 
ап attempt to force а showdow! ы e 
On April 5, he demanded half of the insurgent fund КЕ шч oniy che ates 
deposited in the Hong Kong banks and the accounti КИШ greed opón enrlier" ‘Thus, the three) 
ате ает елаве names, lel for Saigon on the steamship 

faturally, Agui ү i é 

Раст not only because he would have created У у се this port, boarded the 
precedent in dividing the money among themselves, 1 E 
but also because an accounting of the funds we 
have meant exposing the exiled insurgents’ activiti 
which were contrary to the spirit of the truce. Faili 
in his attempt to force a showdown, Artacho rusl 
to the Supreme Court of Hong Kong and filed a suil 
against Aguinaldo, the Hong Kong and Shanghai Вап 
ing Corporation, and the Chartered Bank of India, А! time arrived from Singapore, in the house of 
tralia and China. On April 13, the Supreme Court i nes Garchitorena. On May 9, Aguinaldo met Arta- 
sued an injunction against Aguinaldo and the Бап wn the two, like long lost brothers, embraced each 
“to restrain the defendant and each of them Ё L Artacho promised to withdraw his claim against 
dealing with or parting with the possession of the do and the two Hong Kong banks. But по 
sum of $400,000," or any part thereof. Aguinal had һе made the promise than he insisted on be- 
knew that his appearance in court would create a Î P40,000, with a threat that he would proceed 
dal and would, in the course of the litigation, divul; Wis claim if not given the amount demanded. 


Artacho was left behind in Hong Kong holding an 
Ду bay. Nevertheless, he imposed himself upon 
Belarmino who lost no time in shaking him off. 
lt the mediation of Anastacio Francisco, Justo 
M, Galicano Apacible and Teodoro Sandico, а 
ing was arranged with Aguinaldo, who had in the 
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Aguinaldo, however, explained that the amount could 
not be given him because “if he was to attempt to 
divide up the sum with fairness among the men who 
took part in the revolution there would not be ten 
pesos each, their number being so great.’ Artacho 
was now on the defensive. Realizing the impossibility 
of getting the amount he demanded, he took the next 
best step: he asked for P5,000 “not as a share in the 
division of the fund, but merely as alms so that he 
would be able to pay back the sum” he had defaultes 
“money which he had brought from Manila althoug 
it was a sum set aside for the support of some yous 
men.” Aguinaldo, realizing that he had struck a go 
bargain, obliged Artacho with P5,000* Satisfied day, March 25, the whole regiment, with arms and 
the compromise, Artacho kept his silence. Aguinaldo, pment, marched out of the barracks and joined 
however, kept his eye on him and had him spied ih the rebels.” 

in order to prevent him from doing any more mischief? 


er the circumstances, the Spanish authorities re- 
ied to cruelties “such as placing prisoners and 
ресі in blackhole dungeons in the walls of Manila, 
„© placed that with the rise of tide prisoners are 
several hundred reported to have perished." 
the Cavite naval fort, the 74th Filipino Regiment 
ordered to advance against the rebels, and upon 
refusal of the soldiers to fight their countrymen 
Spanish officers called out eight corporals and 
II them to death in the presence of the entire regi- 
А. Again, the Regiment was ordered to fight the 
gents and again the men refused. They were then 
ted to the barracks and the following morning, 


Central Luzon again became the focus of the 
dlutionary activities. Toward the end of February, 
febels of Zambales rose up in arms, followed by 
in Тайак, Pampanga, and Bulakan. Here, the 
ls, under the leadership of Francisco Macabulos, 
ished a Central Executive Committee for Central 
‘on April 17, 1898 with a constitution named af- 
the leader, Macabulos. The Central Executive Com- 
ive was intended to be a provisional one “until a 
government of the Republic in these islands 
Î again be established.” The so-called Constitution 
abulos had thirteen articles providing for the 
of a Central Executive Committee composed 
sident, a Vice-President, Secretary of the Inte- 


MEANWHILE, IN THE PHILIPPINES, EVENTS WERE 
going on well as expected. Desultory clashes bet 
the Filipinos and the Spaniards occurred from 
February on. The rebels, in expectation of the 
gence of the armed conflict, were being armed 
drilled. They had increased their numbers and el 
ciency, and all were “agreed that a general upri 
will come as soon as the governor-general embarks 
Spain....’" Insurrection was almost a dail 
тепсе and many were killed, wounded, and “made pric 
soners on both sides.’" Desertions of Filipino sol 
in the service of Spain were common, and in one in 
stance an entire regiment deserted to the insurgents.” 
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rior, Secretary of War, and Secretary of the Тгеазш! 
Tt defines the function of the government as follows: 


Article 2,—The duties which pertain to this 
Government are the following: Ist., to raise and or- 
ganize the necessary army; to adopt all means to 
which we aspire, making such arrangements as they 
may believe opportune for the security of the nation 
to declare reprisals; to intervene in affairs of 1 
greatest urgency, to procure independence, to ratify 
terms, to modify the decrees and orders of the Army 
which the Secretary of War deems opportune. 


Articles 3 to 10 define the duties of each of the Secres 
taries, while the succeeding Article deals with the judi- 
cial power which was “vested in this government, note 
withstanding the appointment of a Judge Advocate’ 

who will appoint “а representative in a town where 


there was none.” The last two articles provide: 


Article 12.— This constitution will govern in all 
the towns included in this government until the Сеп- 
tral Government of the Republic is duly constituted 
therein. 

Article 13—All of the articles and ordery pro- 

ulgated by that which was the provisicnal govern: 
ment of the Republic of these Islands will be valid 
so long as the Council of this Committee does not 


abrogate them. 

The rebellion that flared up in mid-February 
then disorganized, but the Spanish authorities 
'not have the tact to initiate conciliatory measures 
placate the rebels and to neutralize the wavering О! 


On the contrary, those implicated in the rebellion’ 


were arrested on one excuse or other, while the 
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Were held as suspects. The friars, in particular, fear- 
‘ng the consequences of the truce, resorted to intrigues 
“to destroy the compact.” The result was execution 
here and there, while the promised amnesty was for- 
otten and only a few pardons were granted.” 


Primo de Rivera, however, was optimistic. He 
jen shipped back to Spain 7,000 troops in the beliet 
t the peace that he had bought at a price would 
1 long. But the Madrid Government, still under the 
uence of the friars, appointed two Spanish eccle- 
ics to the bishoprics in the Philippines, a move 
ї aroused the suspicion and hatred of the rebels 
had been insisting that the religious orders should 
expelled from the Philippines” The suspicion that 
Spanish authorities would not abide by the alleged 
is of the truce regarding the introduction of re- 
з was transformed into a deep conviction when 
mo de Rivera suspended the publication of the 
flo de Manila which published, on March 17, an 
lele demanding the introduction of reforms in and 
поту for the Philippines. This actuation prompted 
people to doubt whether there was any truce at 
or whether the rebels were duped by the governor- 

val. It, if not impossible, to determine 
motive of Primo de Rivera in suspending the 
lication of the Manila daily, for he has not left a 
le clue in his Memoria. It is possible, in assessing 
situation and its background, that he feared that 
publication of the article in question might en- 
ge the rebel chieftains in pressing for reforms 
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Faced with these disturbances which augured 
ЇЇ! for the peace of the country, Primo de Rivera sent 
neral Monet to the north with instructions to put 
m the rebellion at the earliest possible moment. 
isted by the columns under Lieutenant-Colonels 
juer-Filiu and Hernandez, Monet's punitive actions 
inst the rebels of Zambales and Pangasinan resulted 
№ series of skirmishes. As the rebels retreated, 
«t's victorious army immediately set to work: 
агу contingents were stationed at strategic places 
the telegraph lines were re-installed." Apparently 
ed, Monet returned to Manila on a Spanish 


which he could not grant because he had no power to 
do so in the first place. 


Indubitably, there was general discontent among 
the rebels. Here and there, roving parties without 
recognized leaders harassed the Spaniards. On the other 
hand, the Filipino volunteers in the Spanish army were 
committing outrages which “might have driven the 
people into open revolt.” Primo de Rivera saw the 
evil and promptly disbanded the corps of volunteers.” 
But the revolt was gaining momentum. On March 7, 
the Filipino rebels attacked Balincaguin, Pangasinan, 
and dislodged the Spanish defenders from their posi- бс 
tion. On the same day, the town of Anda, Pangasinan, 
also took up arms and captured the Spanish curate, 
Alaminos followed suit and the rebels murdered the 
thirty-two Spanish soldiers in the town. San Isidro, 
Nueva Ecija, followed the example of the Pangasinan 
towns and the few Spanish soldiers of the town were Ба Street, San Nicolas, and plunged into a boister- 
captured, without much effort on the part of the ing discussion. A passer-by overheard them and imme- 
surgents.” Before February was ош, the rebels tore By feparied to ‘the’ Civil Сойсо of Manila that 
up the lines of the Manila-Dagupan Railway to prevent #ispiracy was being hatched at the place indicated. 
the Spaniards from sending reinforcements to the Civil Governor, Niceto Mayoral, sent a contingent 
north. In early March, the insurgents under Yocson (Civil Guards to the place and without explanation 
of Malolos, Bulakan, attacked the Spanish garrisons of shooting the hapless sailors. Those who survived 
Zambales and Pangasinan and killed the priests of the Massacre were arrested and incarcerated. The 
northern towns of the two provinces. The telegraph’ of the massacre inflamed the Filipinos who, 
lines of Lingayen were cut down, while the cable sta- ily ог wrongly, charged the Spaniards with inau- 
tion of the Eastern Extensiom Telegraph Company, ling а veritable reign of terror. Less than two 
located at Bolinao, was besieged by the furious rebels. after the incident, the people of Cebu rose up in 


But no sooner had one disturbance or uprising 
put down than another took its place.. In Manila, 
March 25, a frightful massacre took place which led 
More armed uprisings. On that day, some eighty 
B hundred Visayan sailors assembled in a house at 
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Mous system of government. Primo de Rivera, 
Wn the other hand, denied having promised the grant 
Ө! such reforms, insisting that nothing but money mat- 
fers and security of the rebels’ person were discussed 
throughout the long months of negotiations.” Studying 
the documents and the testimonies of the leading 
татай personae, it seems clear that Aguinaldo, while 
isting on reforms, nevertheless accepted the peace 
yposals as contained in the document signed by 
terno and Primo de Rivera on November 18 and 
rely hoped that reforms would be granted. ‘There 
Bo indication in all the documents signed by Paterno 
Fepresentation of Aguinaldo, and which the latter 
woved, that the reforms demanded were accepted 
the Spanish Government. On the contrary, both 
lorno and Primo de Rivera admitted in their testi- 
ies that the inclusion of the demand for reforms 
ош! of the question inasmuch as Primo de Rivera 
hot have the power to grant them. Obviously, 
inaldo realized Primo de Rivera's predicament and 
start that his demands for reforms 
wld not and could not be granted under the circum- 
Nevertheless, he continued harping upon 

The documents composing the Truce of Biyak-na- {Yeforms without, however, insisting on them in the 
bato curiously do not contain any provision for re- Negotiations which led to the signing of the docu- 
forms which the rebel leaders had been demanding , primarily because he was not then in a position 
since Aguinaldo's protocol of August 9, 1897. But tate his terms. Balancing his position against 
Aguinaldo insisted that Primo de Rivera extra-official- ‘of Primo de Rivera, Aguinaldo thought, and right- 
ly promised to meet the conditions set forth in the that it would be better for him and for the cause 
protocol of August 9, namely, the expulsion of the insurgents to accept the peace proposals even 
religious orders anditheestablis t of “an auton t the explicit promise of reforms than for him 


arms and sacked commercial and business firms. Only 
after the provincial governor, Montero, had received 
reinforcements did the Spanish defenders succeed in 
beating back the rebels. Nevertheless, the material 
losses amounted to P1,725,000, excluding the loss of 
P30,000 in cash to the Tabacalera and another P19,000. 
to the Recollect Convent.“ 


Why, it may be asked, did the revolution against 
Spain continue after only more than a month of com- 
parative peace? Aguinaldo charged that the failure of 
the Truce of Biyak-na-bato could be ascribed to the 
bad faith of the Spaniards who promised reforms and 
amnesty only to forget their commitments.” The same 
charge was aired by the Junta in Hong Kong when, in 
April 1898, the members issued a circular denouncing 
what, in essence, was the Spanish double-cross.“ ТІ 
failure then, of the Spanish Government to pay in 
the amount of P800,000 and its refusal to introduce 
reforms іп the administration of the Philippines N 
Aguinaldo and his men to use the P400,000 “for the 
purchase of arms with which to resume our revolution’ 
at the next opportune time. 
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Aguinaldo repudiated Agoncillo's conferences with 
Wildman and his offer of an alliance with the United 
States. This is crucial, for it shows that Aguinaldo, 
while dickering with Primo de Rivera relative to the 
conclusion of a peace truce, was at the same time 
making enormous preparations to continue the strug- 
gle against the Spaniards. If Aguinaldo and his men 
had good faith in negotiating the Truce of Biyak-na- 
bato, they would not have allowed Agoncillo to offer 
Wildman an offensive and defensive alliance at a time 
when Paterno, as official representative of Aguinaldo, 
was exerting heroic efforts to end the terrible blood- 
letting that was the olution. 


The lack of good faith on the part of the insur- 
gents is shown, too, by their motive in accepting the 
“peace money” from Primo de Rivera. In a conference 
among the rebel leaders at Biyak-na-bato before Agui- 
naldo's departure for Hong Kong, it was agreed that 
“in order to deceive the Spanish Government” the 
amount to be received shall be employed in a commer= 
cial venture with Isabelo Artacho as manager.” Оп 
another occasion when Artacho was pressing for the 
division of the P400,000 among the insurgents, Ари} 
naldo, in opposing Artacho’s demand, emphasized that 
the latter’s designation as manager or director of com- 
merce was nothing but a subterfuge to deceive the 
Spaniards as to the real intention of the rebels, that is 
to say, to use the money in the purchase of arms.” 
There is, then, no sufficient ground to suppose that 
the Spanish authorities in the Philippines were the 
unmitigated villains and that Aguinaldo е? al. were 


TROUBLED PEACE 75 


the maligned angels. On the contrary, Aguinaldo and 
the insurgent leaders close to him were guilty of a 
double-cross against Primo de Rivera. 


That the exiled leaders had no intention of ever 
giving up the idea of revolution and that they intended 
То make use of the respite as a period of preparation 
for another and, perhaps, more energetic revolution 
against Spain, is abundantly proved by General José 
Alejandrino’s confession to Ferdinand Blumentritt in 
his letter dated at Hong Kong on July 20, 1897. He 
said:” 


The expulsion of the friars will be a triumph al- 
ready for us, and T believe that we will be contented 
for the time being with this result, as it will 
a respite 10 prepare and organize а second de 
Revolution . . . . (Italics supplied.) 


And again, in another letter to Blumentritt, dated 
at Hong Kong on November 4, 1897, Alejandrino said :” 


in case peace is accepted it will only be for the 
money involved which we propose to use for the pur- 
рой of promoting immediately another decisive rev- 
olution, 


The evidence against the insurgent leaders, there- 
fore, is so overwhelming and incontrovertible as to 
ike them more guilty than the Spaniards whom Agui- 
до charged with non-compliance with the terms of 
ak-na-bato. 


There is, however, some truth to the rebel charge 
it the Spanish authorities failed to come across with 
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the РЗ00,000 promised in the document that led to 
the Truce of Biyak-na-bato. Out of the amount agreed 
upon, only P600,000 was paid by Primo de Rivera — 
P400,000 upon Aguinaldo’s departure for Hong Kong 
and P200,000 paid out to the Biyak-na-bato rebels on 
December 29, 1897. Why was not the remaining P200,- 
000 given to the rebels? Primo de Rivera pointed out 
that another check in the amount of P200,000 was 
handed over to his successor, General Basilio Augustin, 
before he left for Spain on April 12, 1898. His reason 
for not handing the check over to the insurgents was 
that he believed there was no guarantee that the 
amount would be equally divided among those who, 
under the truce, deserved to receive their shares.” 
While Primo de Rivera may have been justified in hi 
suspicion, yet his refusal to part with the last install- 
ment gave the insurgents the necessary excuse to blame 
the Spaniards for the resurgence of the revolution. Add 
to this the over-enthusiasm of the Spanish lower min- 
ibns in arresting and shooting down rebel suspects and 
the picture is fairly clear: the peaceful interregnum 
was an ominous lull before the storm and the truce 
was but a temporary measure to give both combatants 
the much-needed breathing spell after which both 
would proceed with their own plans for the conquest 
of the other. From Aguinaldo’s point of view, the lull 
and the money were precisely what he needed to resur- 
rect his late hope of driving away the Spaniards. 
From the Spanish viewpoint, the lull and the absence 
of the principal leaders of the revolution would be just 
about the ideal set-up for the re-conquest of the Filipi- 
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nos. Both gave abundant evidence of mutual suspi- 
cions — a condition that makes any talks of peace 
futile, Thus, from the very start the Truce of Biyak- 
na-bato was fated to be a failure. 


Under the circumstances, therefore, it was but 
natural that lasting peace could only be a dream, Gen- 
eral Basilio Augustin, Primo de Rivera's successor, 
fever exerted any effort at the most opportune time 
fo win back the faith and confidence of the Filipinos. 
И was only at a time when the war clouds hung dan- 
yerously over the Philippines that he deigned to issue 
эп appeal to the Filipinos to fight, as usual in the 
past, with and for the Spaniards. But it was too late, 
The insurgents had taken up arms once more and had 
eon encouraged in their acts by the declaration of war 
between Spain and the United States, In Hong Kong, 
the insurgent leaders had come to an understanding 
nd had issued a circular denouncing the Spanish be- 
науа! of the Truce of Biyak-na-bato. At the same 
Hime, they called on all Filipinos to fight for a common 

ise, The circular continues :” 


Let us fight together; let us second the aveng- 
ing and humane action of the Republic of Nort 
‘America, and learn from it, accepting its counsels and 
prescribed forms, the manner of living in order, peace 
and liberty, copying its institutions which аге the 
nes for the nations which desire to 
personality in the history of the period 
we are now passing. 


_ In what may be termed an expression of national as- 
tions, the Hong Kong Committee outlined their 
Ires" as follows:* 
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1. a stable government elected by the people, 
“whose laws must be voted on by those who are faith- 
fully to observe them, its present institutions to be 
preserved or modified as circumstances dictate”; 


ganize and search out some technicality in the titles of 
ownership of the property of the natives” in order to 
dispossess the tenants of their lands; 


10. public administration to be founded and oper- 
‘ated “on the bases of morality, economy and compe- 
tence, under the direction of the natives. . 


2. the taxes to be voted upon by the Filipino peo- 
ple; 


11. the recognition of the rights of human person- 
ality “guaranteed by a Judiciary established on the 
fundamental principles followed today by all civilized 
nations’ 


3. the enjoyment of the freedom of thought, of 
association, and of the press; 


4. respect for the religion of the Filipinos as well 
as of those "who may come to the country’ 


12. the adoption of codes suited to the life of the 
people and founded on the principles of “equality be- 
fore the law”; 


. freedom from imposition or coercion in making 
ianity the “symbol and solid foundation of relic 
gious institutions” ; 


13. protection of Filipino industries by means of 
subsidies and freedom to trade with other countries 
of the world; 


14, passage of a liberal banking law and the re- 
moval of taxes on imports and exports except as the 


“conditions of each period may demand for definite 
7. absolute respect for personal property and legal Purposes" 


recognition of the “exclusive right of possession by the 
tenant of the so-called farms of the religious orders”; 


6. the maintenance of the clergy to be carried out 
“in such manner as may be agreed upon in each sepa- 
rate regional government, or, as may be determined by 
the municipalities or popular elective institutions 
which may be established in each locality”; 


15. the building of roads, canals, ports, and dredg- 
tng of rivers and waterways, and the improvement of 


8. respect for the property of the tenants “with- wll means of transportation and communication ; 


out their being under the necessity of paying any fee, 


rent or tax whatever of an oppressive character КРЕ jane СЫ Guarda» tua? 


torian guard in whose accursed and inhuman 
wres so many Filipino martyrs have suffered and 
hat office of torture and iniquity, those despi- 
le myrmidons, undignified flatterers of petty tyrants 


9. the strengthening of the tenants’ titles to ргор- 
erty by stopping the “disreputable Forestry Bureau” 
from its functions which were “principally to disor- 
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and of the lusts of the friars; those insatiable exploit- 
ers of the poor native; those hardened criminals, con- 
stantly encouraged in their corruption by the immu- 
nity from punishment which their accomplices, re 
m and official immorality, 


sentatives of despot 


screened them”; 


ative and judicial 


17. introduction of an administr 


system which would “watch over and cause the laws 
and regulations in force to be complied with, without 


tortures or outrages 


18. creation of a local army composed of Filipinos 
and “limited to only those required by public ord 


and defense of the nation" 


19. a public instruction “less clerical in its па 
г attention is paid to the natural 
and positive sciences, in order to educate the female 
п the establishment and develop 
ment of industry and the natural wealth of the coun- 
try, of its seas and land, its minerals, its forests and 
its industries. .., an instruction which will be free in 
” the creation of a Board of Insi 


and in which great 


as well as the male, 


all its branches. . rað" 


tion free from religious institutions “as the latter only 


teach superstition and prejudice — a rector (Domini 
can friar) of the University of Manila stating... that 


nces are materialistic 


“Medicine and the physical sc 
and Godless studies’, and another asserting that politi- 
cal economy is ‘the science of the devil” 

20. the founding of primary schools, high schools, 
normal schools, universities, museums, public libraries 
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model and experimental farms, zoological and botani- 
‘eal gardens. 


21. promulgation of laws on hunting and fishing 
“ond an instruction and regular supervision for the 
fostering of fish culture...”; 


22, “free immigration and encouragement to colo- 


Íh regard to Chinamen, as the exigencies of the matter 
en to require..."; and 
23. “We wish, in substance, all that is just, equi- 
le and orderly, all that may be a means of develop- 
nl, prosperity and well-being; all that may be an 
lective promoting agency of morality, of virtue and 
pect for the mutual rights of all the inhabitants, 
both their interior and foreign relations.” 


The conditions set forth in the Hong Kong cire 
were impossible for Spain to accept. With the ex- 
tion of Primo de Rivera who was personally in sym- 
hy with the aspirations of the Filipinos, all the Span- 
officials in the Philippines and in the Peninsula 
indifferent, if not hostile, to all talks of reforms 
the colony. Spain, whose twilight dates from the 
years of the seventeenth century, was at the end 
the rope: the Cuban and Philippine revolutions 
sapped whatever little energy remained of her and 
War with the United States was creating a demoral- 
jon in all ranks of Spanish society. The Philippines, 
officials—lay and clerical—were an unnecessary 
to the Crown, was of little consequence to the 
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fate of the Spanish Empire. Hence the refusal of the 
Crown officials to take a second look at Philippine 
affairs and their preoccupation with the Cuban ques- 
tion. The upshot was the complete alienation of Fili- 
pino sympathy. This was shown not only by the up- 
risings that followed the failure of the truce, but also 
by the proclamation of the Hong Kong Committee 
issued before Commodore Dewey, then waiting for the 
supreme moment at Mirs Bay, left for Manila to 
destroy the Spanish fleet. The proclamation, which 
marked the end of the Filipino-Spanish understanding, 
said:" 


COMPATRIOTS: Divine Providence is about to 
place independence within our reach, and in а мау 
the most free and independent nation could hardly 
wish for. f 


The Americans, not from mercenary motives, but 
for the sake of humanity and the lamentations of so 
many persecuted people, have considered it opportune 
to extend their protecting mantle to our beloved coun- 
try, now that they have often obliged to sever rela- 
tions with Spain, owing to the tyranny this nation 
is exercising in Cuba, causing enormous injury to 
the Americans, who have such large commercial and 
other interests there. 


At the present moment an American squadron 
is preparing to sail for the Philippines. 

We, your brothers, are very much afraid that 
you may be induced to fire on the Americans. Ко, 
brothers; never make this mistake. Rather blow 
your own brains out than fire a shot or treat as 
enemies those who are your liberators. 


Your natural enemies, your executioners, the 
authors of your misery and unhappiness, are the 
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Spaniards who govern you. Against these you must 
raise your weapons and odium; understand well — 
against the Spaniards, and never against the Amer- 
cans. 


Take no notice of the decree of the governor- 
general calling you to arms, although it may cost 
You your lives, Rather die than be ungrateful to our 
American liberators. 


‘The governorgeneral calls you to arms, What 
for? To defend your Spanish tyrants? To defend 
those that have despised you and even in public 
speeches asked for your extermination — those that 
have treated you little better than savages?" No! 
Ко! A thousand times, no! 


Give a glance at history, and you will see that all 
Spain's wars in Oceanica have sacrificed Philippine 
blood, We have been put to fight in Cochin-China to 
assist the French in an affair that in no wav concerned 
the Philippines. We were compelled to spill our blood 
by Simon de Anda against the English, who in any 
gase would have made better rulers than the Span- 
lords. Every year our children are taken away to be 
sacrificed in Mindanao and Sulu, on the pretext of 
making us believe these people аге our enemies, when 
in reality they are our brothers — like us, fighting 
for their independence. 


After having sacrificed our blood against the 
Fnglish, against the Annamites, against the people of 
Mindanao, etc., what recompense or thanks have we 
received from the Spanish government? Obscurity, 

erty, the butchery of those dear to Enough, 
т of this Spanish tutelage! 


Take note. The Americans will attack by sea and 
vent any reinforcements coming from Spain. Prob- 
КИ you will have more than sufficient arms and will 
means to assist us. 
‘There, where you see the American flag flying, 
assemble in numbers; they are our redeemers. 
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Our unworthy names are as nothîng, but one 
and all of us invoke the name of the greatest patriot 
our country has seen, in the sure and certain hope 
that his spirit will be with us in these moments and 
guide us to victory — our immortal José Rizal. 


The proclamation was, in effect, a declaration of 
war against the Spaniards. The troubled peace was 
broken and Spain, by her refusal to adopt herself to the 
changing tempo of the times, lost not only her Amer- 
ican and Oriental colonies, but also her tattered 
prestige. 


Pour: 
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HE HOPE OF PEACE THAT PRIMO DE RIVERA SO SAN- 
Aa guinely nursed after the conclusion of the Truce 
of Biyak-na-bato thus shattered, the Spanish au- 
thorities now began to take punitive measures to whip 
recalcitrant Filipinos into line. Pitched battles oc- 
Ted almost daily in and around Manila, with both 
‘sides committing atrocities that mounted as news from 
other side of the world filterec о the country.’ It 
s evident that whatever good intentions the Fili- 
апа Spanish leaders might have had were nul 
by the psychological tension on either side. On 
опе hand, the Spanish authorities, cognizant of 
Precarious situation of Spain and Cuba and of the 
ibility of a war with the United States, were eager 
end the Filipino revolt at any cost. On the other 
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hand, the Filipinos, suspecting they were cheated out 
of the bargain that had made the Truce possible, 
thought, rightly or wrongly, that the Spaniards never 
had the intention of abiding by the terms of the Truce. 
Such mutual bad faith inevitably led to armed clashes. 


What was worse for Spain was the impolitic, if 
inevitable, recall of Primo de Rivera on whom the Fili- 
pino leaders had pinned their hopes for the introduc- 
tion of much-needed reforms in the country. The tra- 
dition of Spanish politics, as it is in the democracies, 
compelled the ministry in power to install its protégés 
and sycophants in positions of power. The governor- 
ship of the Philippines was no exception. With the 
death of Cánovas del Castillo in 1897, Primo de Rivera 
should have been immediately succeeded by one in the 
good graces of the new ministry. But owing to the 
resurgence of armed clashes in the colony, his relief 
had been put off until such time as peace became ап 
actuality. With the Conservative Party of Canovas out, 
the Liberal Party sent General Basilio Augustin to suc- 
ceed Primo de Rivera, This was unfortunate, for the 
new governor, whatever his good intentions, was igno- 
rant not only of the conditions in the Philippines, 
but also of the aspirations and prejudices of the 
Filipinos. Primo de Rivera wanted to remain in the 
Philippines, particularly because there were rumors 
that the strained Spanish-American relations might 
explode into an armed clash. He said in the Cortés in 
May 1902 
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Rumors of war began to be heard. On March 
2, 1898, the consuls in Hongkong and Shanghai told 

that in these cities rumors of an approaching con- 
flict with the United States were current, and it was 
reported that six American warships were in those 
ports with orders to go to Manila, The ships were 
evidently being prepared for something unusual. On 
the same day I replied to the consuls: “I know noth- 
ing, The government has told me nothing.” I hur- 
riedly informed the government on the 3rd.; I told 
the minister of the colonies what the consuls had 
reported to me, and on the Sth he replied that “our 
relations with the American Government being very 
cordial, receive the American squadron with the same 
marks of friendship as would be shown to any other 
foreign fleet.” Finally, official news came in the fol- 
lowing form: “A quarrel with the United States be- 
ing possible, pur the islands in a state of defense with 
the means at your disposal, or with what you are able 
to improvise.” Gentlemen, I was not able to im- 


provise cannons, or fortresses, or ships. I had been 
reporting ... 
п 


that the islands were utterly without 
ans of defense either on land ог on sea.*** Оп 
wch 26, the Secretary of War cabled me: 

attitude and the threatening note of the United 
make us believe that war must be inevitable,” 


On March 25, 1898, Primo de Rivera, knowing that 
successor was on his way to Manila, cabled his 
Wernment offering his services, that is, to remain in 
the Philippines. On March 30, his government an- 
red that relations with the United States were im- 
wing and that he might be given a command. Gen- 
| Augustin arrived in Manila on April 9, 1898 and on 
10th Primo de Rivera turned over to him the reins 
government. Later that day, he received instructions 
Madrid ordering him not to turn over the gov- 
ment to Augustin, but the deed was done. Primo 
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Meanwhile, on the other side of the world, events 
Were moving to a hectic climax. The Cubans, like 
the Filipinos, had taken up arms against Spain with 
the intention of establishing a free government. The 
Am n Government, as well as the American vested 
Werests in the island, was keenly observing the drift 
În the fortunes of Spain's colonial empire. As early as 
‘August 3, 1897, Theodore Roosevelt, the irrepressible 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy, remarked that per- 
Naps it would be to the advantage of the United States 


de Rivera, a gentleman to the core, did not, however, 
show the cable to Augustin, but instead told him that 
he was ready to serve under his orders and that he 
would give the new executive the benefit of his expe- 
rience and knowledge of the country. Augustin and 
Primo de Rivera cabled their home government saying 
that the former would like to keep his command and 
that the latter would remain pending the arrival of the 
steamer that was to take him home. Primo de Rivera, 
however, still hoped that he would be allowed to re- 
main in order to be the field commander under Augus- 
tin, but the latter, in answer to the home government's 
cable of April 11 in which the new governor was given 
the right to appoint Primo de Rivera as he saw fit, 
maintained that the situation in the Philippines was 
not serious and that it would be so only in the event 
of a war with the United States. At the same time, 
he emphasized that he could govern the Philippines by 
himself. Probably anticipating a failure, Augustin made 
it known to his government that in the event of war 
it should recognize that he did not have the means 
with which to fight effectively and in such a case 
Primo de Rivera could pack up and go home? 


“as soon as war had been declared.” 
velt, among the members of the Cabinet, was 
one man who personified “all the forces that de- 
"ded а show of arms on the part of the United 
les.” Consequently, he favored the expansion of 
navy, on the one hand, and American expansion 
ard the Pacific, on the other. He was aided in 
imperialistic designs by the chain of newspapers 
ied by Pulitzer and Hearst which took advantage 
the situation in Cuba to swell their circulation. By 
Summer of 1897, the pattern of American thinking 
ved itself clearly in the war hysteria, whipped up 
lurid newspaper accounts of alleged Spanish bru- 
iy. The vested interests, on the other hand, saw 
American trade with embattled Cuba had dimin- 
to very much less than the $100,000,000 recorded 
#94. To add to the discomfiture of Spain, the 
i insurgents, to make Spain the villain in the 


In the circumstances, Primo de Rivera could not 
do anything but sail for Spain. Augustin, on the other 
hand, issued a statement upon his assumption of of- 
fice saying that he came to complete Primo de Rivera's 
work of pacification.’ With that statement, he sat 
back and waited for developments. 
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eyes of the world, destroyed the sugar plantations in 
which American capitalists had invested heavily and 
proceeded to issue press releases putting the blame 
squarely on the Spaniards’ 


The Cuban situation turned from bad to worse. 
Several riots occurred in Havana and many American 
citizens were imprisoned. Under these circumstances, 
Roosevelt believed that the American navy should be 
totally prepared for any eventuality.’ A penetrating 
observer of men and events, Roosevelt was convinced 
that Commodore George Dewey, then President of the 
Board of Inspection and Survey at Washington, D.C.. 
was the right man to be sent to the Far East in case 
a war with Spain should flare up, Like Roosevelt, 
Dewey felt that “the drift of events was toward a war- 
like rather than a peaceful settlement” of the differ- 
ences between Spain and the United States.” “I want 
you to go,” said Roosevelt to Dewey. “You are the man 
who will be equal to the emergency if one arises.” 
Dewey, with the backing of Senator Proctor of Ver- 
mont, finally got the appointment as successor to Act- 
ing Rear-Admiral Frederick V. McNair, the commander 
of the Asiatic Squadron. Secretary of the Navy John 
D. Long, though annoyed at the injection of politics 
into naval affairs, wrote Dewey on October 21, 1897, 
notifying his detachment from his duties as President 
of the Board of Inspection and Survey effective Novem- 
ber 30, and ordering him to proceed to Yokohama on 
December 7 to relieve Rear-Admiral McNair as com- 
mander-in-chief of the Asiatic Squadron.” 
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Dewey left San Francisco on December 7 and ar- 
rived at Nagasaki on January 3, 1898. It had been cus- 
Хотагу for the Navy Department to give a Commodore 
who was acting commander-in-chief of a squadron in 
foreign waters the rank of Acting Rear-Admiral, but 
Long personally told Dewey to hoist instead the broad 
pennant of a Commodore and not of a Rear-Admiral." 


Dewey's staff consisted of Lt. Т. М. Brumby as 
Flag Lieutenant, Ensign Н. Н. Caldwell as Flag Secre- 
tary, and Ensign Е. В. Upham as aide. At the time, 
the American Asiastic Squadron consisted of the flag- 
ship Olympia, the small cruiser Boston, the gunboat 
Petrel, and the paddle-wheel steamer Monocacy." Оп 
January 18, 1898, the squadron anchored off Yokoha- 
та. The Concord, with her valuable ammunition, ar- 
fived on February 9, and on the 11th the Olympia sailed 
for Hong Kong. Apparently, the Commodore, even 
ithout а directive from Washington, thought that the 
Bast would be the center of naval operations. This 
lusion was the result of his studies of the geopol- 
lics and power conflict in the Far East. It was hi 
ntion to strike fast and hard should war between 
United States and Spain break out. Hence his 
ye of station from Yokohama to Hong Kong, which 
thought was the most strategic location from where 
could view the events now fast moving to their 


Spain, in the face of the Philippine and Cuban 
tions, could not afford to antagonize the United 
and so tried valiantly to prevent a rift with the 
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latter." But her efforts were unfortunately thwarted 
by her Ambassador to the United States, Dupuy de 
Lome, who, in a letter in January 1898 to a friend in 
Havana, referred to President McKinley as “weak and 
catering to the rabble; a low politician who desires 
to stand well with the jingoes of his party.” Taking 
advantage of this indiscretion, the New York Journal 
published the text of the letter in its issue of February 
9, and the Hearst papers, seeing the propaganda value 
of De Lôme's letter, called it the “worst insult to the 
United States in its history.” The unfortunate Ambas- 
sador’s recall did not mollify the wounded pride of the 
American public. 


De Lòme’s insulting words were still fresh in the 
minds of the Americans when another unfortunate in- 
cident hastened the rupture of diplomatic relations 
between Spain and the United States. In view of the 
seriousness of the Cuban situation, Consul General 
Fitzhugh Lee requested that the second-class battleship 
Maine be dispatched to Havana. There was no protest 
from the Spanish quarters, it being considered а nor- 
mal diplomatic custom. On February 15, however, the 
Maine was sunk by a blast, a frightful tragedy not so 
much because two officers and 264 men were killed 
as because it served to plunge Spain into an undesired 
war with the United States. Roosevelt, seeing in the 
incident an excuse to vent his spleen, let loose the 
barrage, “I would give anything if President McKinley 
would order the fleet to Havana tomorrow. The Maine 


was sunk by an act of dirty treachery on the part of 
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the Spaniards.”® In the subsequent investigation con- 
ducted by the representatives of the United States, 
which did not include any Spanish representatives al- 
though the latter were also anxious to go deep into 
the cause of the explosion in order to avoid war with 
the United States, nothing concrete was found to sub- 
Santiate the charge that Spain was culpable as insti- 
gator of the mysterious explosion.” 


The American newspapers played up the tragic 
incident. Hearst had his field day denouncing Spain, 
‘With the result that war fever now gripped the Ameri- 
кап people. Almost everywhere people talked of war, 
And patriotic speeches were delivered even in theaters 

McKinley tried desperately to hedge 
а conflict with Spain, so much so that Roosevelt, 
war monger, described his Chief contemptuously 
a man with “по more backbone than a chocolate 


At this critical moment, on February 25, Sec! tary 
iz. weary of the day's work, took his afternoon off. 
lt, acting as Secretary that afternoon, took 
tage of the temporary absence of his chief and 
iately cabled Dewe; 
Order the squadron except the Мопосасу to Н, 
Kong. Keep full of coal, In the event declaration of 
War Spain, your duty will be to see that the Spanish 
dron does not leave the Asiatic coast, and then 
үе operations in Philippine Islands. Ki 
pla until further orders, 
‘The cable was sent to Dewey fully eight days after 
val in Hong Kong, showing that Dewey knew 
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precisely what was in the mind of Roosevelt. Upon 
receipt of this order, Dewey cabled Washington to have 
the Concord and the Boston join his squadron imme- 
diately. At the same time, anticipating the outbreak 
of war with Spain, he requested Consul Oscar F. Wil- 
liams at Manila to furnish him with all the information 
concerning the fortification of the city, submarine 
mines, and the movements of the Spanish fleet? 


The Concord and the Boston arrived at Hong Kong 
a little later and were soon serviced in the dry docks 
of the British colony. Provisions were purchased and 
the men were thoroughly drilled to keep them іп per- 
fect battle condition. A day after the arrival of the 
Olympia in Hong Kong. February 17 (February 16 be- 
g the Eastern date of the sinking of the Maine), 
Dewey received a cable from Secretary Long informing 
him that the Maine was destroyed “at Havana February 
15th, by accident. The President directs all colors be 
half-masted until further orders."" The news of the 
sinking of the American battleship electrified the world, 
Boats of the different nationalities sidled by the Оут 
pia to express their sympathy. Condolences from naval 


commanders-in-chief stationed at China came pouring 


in to Dewey's flagship” 


Meanwhile, Consul Williams at Manila was send- 


ing important information to Dewey. Through him, 


the Commodore learned of the mounting of six guns 
d the data 


jes of Wil- 
liams that threats against his life were made. Manila 


at Corregidor, the fortifications of Manil 
on the Spanish fleet. Such were the ас 
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At the time was seething with flying rumors of all kinds 
among which were that the American squadron was 
about to attack Manila and that there was a European 
coalition against the United States” The most farcical 
итог was that the United States had asked the Pope 


fo mediate between her and Spaii 
pain to save her fı 
sure destruction.” д2 


The efficiency with which the America і e 
system worked gave Dewey all the necessary informe 
tion regarding Spanish defenses in Manila and the 
мае of the revolution against Spain. One of the Amer- 
Jean spies told how vessels were piloted from Corregi- 
flor through the channel to avoid submarine mines 
dying all these bits of information, Dewey arrived 
M the conclusion that the zigzag course through the 
shannel was nothing but a “specious Ыш” On 


Morch 31, Dewey cabled the Navy Department giving 
J estimate of the situation, as follows :* 


1. The American squadron was ready and able to 
within twenty-four hours’ notice; 


The squadron was at the peak of efficiency; 
+ The defenses of Manila consisted of — 


а. the cruiser Reina Cristina of 3,520 tons; 

b. the wooden cruiser Castilla of 3,342 tons: 

©, the gunboats Isla de Luzon and Isla de Cuba, 
1,130 and 1,030 tons, respectively; 

d. about twelve armed tugs and launches for 
river service; 
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e. a battery of five or possibly six 6inch guns 
on Corregidor Island at the entrance to 
Manila Bay, which has a clear channel on 
either side, one two and the other five 
miles in width; 

f. a small battery at Cavite; 

g. small batteries along the water front of the 
city and a small fort at the entrance to 
Pasig River; 

h. some 15,000 soldiers of all arms in the 
islands which were in a state of insur- 
rection. 

4. “I believe I am not over-confident in stating 
that with the squadron now under my command, the 
vessels could be taken and the defenses of Manila re 
duced in one day.” 

5. “There is every reason to believe that with 
Manila taken or even blockaded, the rest of the islands 
would fall either to the insurgents or ourselves, as they 
are only held now through the support of the Navy, 
and are dependent upon Manila for supplies.” 


Dewey still taced the problem of coal and sup- 
plies, and on March 11, he cabled Washington to send 
ammunition and coal at once.” Secretary Long author- 
ized him to enter into a contract for the delivery of 
5,000 tons of coal and to “order good coal from England 
if necessary.’ Long, furthermore, sent the Baltimore 
to Hong Kong to reinforce Dewey's fleet. To strength- 
en it further, Long authorized the Commodore to pur- 


chase two vessels and to arm them if possible, adding 
that the situation was critical and that “war may be 
declared."* Armed with this authorization, Dewey pur- 
chased the Nanshan and the Zéfiro and registered them 
äs American steamers with British crew who promised 
to “stand by their ships."* 


With preparations now practically complete, 
Dewey and his men waited anxiously for the final ог- 
ders to steam to Manila. The State Department, in 
‘anticipation of the war with Spain, immediately cabled 
Consul Oscar Е. Williams in Manila, on or about April 
7, to “Place [ the American ) interests in hands of Bri- 
tish Consul апа withdraw.’™ Arrangements were there. 
ipon made by Williams to have the British Consul act 
for him as Consul of the United States. He then noti- 
fied the American residents of Manila of the impending 
war with Spain and personally warned the American 
М0 masters in the bay.” Dewey then waited for the 
val of Williams whose latest information on Span- 
movements would determine the precise steps the 
modore would take before proceeding to Manila. 


It was during this period of dramatic suspense that 
у heard rumors, widely circulated by the Hong 
papers, that the Manila defenses were impregna- 
‘and that in the event of war the American squadron 
go down to the bottom of the sea. In clubs 
other gathering places in Hong Kong, it was the 
is that the American fleet would meet a disas- 
end in the hands of the Spaniards. While it was 
table that most people in the British colony were 
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in sympathy with the Americans, nevertheless nobody 
accepted the wager that they woul: win over the Span- 
ish fleet. Such was the unanimity of opinion that soon 
after the farewell dinner given by the British regiments 
in honor of the American fleet, the former remarked 
behind the American backs: “A very fine set of fel- 
lows, but unhappily we shall never see them again.'™ 


Meanwhile, the McCulloch, a revenue cutter, аг- 
rived on April 17, and two days later all the vessels 
were painted the war color. On April 21, Secretary 
Long cabled Dewey stating that Cuba was being bloc! 
aded by the North Atlantic Squadron and that “war 
may be declared at апу moment.” А day later, the 
Baltimore turned up. On April 23, Acting Governor 
W. Black of Hong Kong proclaimed war neutrality and 
informed Dewey to “leave the waters of the Colony 
with all ships under your command not later than 4 
p.m. on Monday, the 25th. instant. Privately, how- 
ever, Black wrote Dewey: “God knows, my dear Com- 
modore, that it breaks my heart to send you this noti- 
fication." 


On the same day, the British Consul at Manila 
cabled Dewey that Williams had left for the Crown 
Colony.” Dewey immediately notified Secretary Long 
of Williams’ arrival at Hong Kong on Tuesday morning 
with the “latest important information of the defen- 
ses” and that in the event of a declaration of war against 
Spain the American fleet could go at once to Mirs Bay, 
China, and there await Williams’ arrival.“ The next 
day, the Concord, the Petrel, the McCulloch, the Nan- 
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shan, the Boston, and the Záfiro sailed for Mirs Bay, 
followed, on Monday, by the Olympia, the Raleigh, and 
the Baltimore. Once in the bay outside British juris- 
diction, Dewey distributed ammunition to the vessels, 
which promptly cleared for action.“ 


At 12:15 PM., April 25, Dewey received the now 
historic communication from Secretary Long. “Маг 
has commenced between the United States and 
Spain,” it said. “Proceed at once to Philippine Islands. 
Commence operations particularly against the Spanish 
fleet. You must capture vessels or destroy. Use ut- 
Most endeavor." But Dewey, knowing that it would 
be to his advantage to hear Williams’ latest reports 
from Manila, decided to wait for the Consul," On the 
morning of the 27th, Consul Williams arrived and 
Dewey immediately called his senior officers to a con- 
ference. Williams informed the Commodore that the 
Spanish ships had gone to Subic probably with the 
Intention of giving battle there. With this information, 
Dewey signaled the other ships to prepare to get under 
Way. At 2:00 P.M., the squadron moved іп two col- 
Wmns, one consisting of all fighting ships and the other 
Øf auxiliary vessels, The sea was smooth and the sky 
Wear, and the fleet, steaming at 1,200 yards distance 
п one another, plowed through the calm seas on a 
lesion of destruction.” 


IA BAY, AN INLAND BAY 770 SQUARE MILES IN AREA 
120 miles in circumference, is the finest natural 
ог in the Far East. It opens out from а narrow 
се between the Bataan Peninsula on the north 
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and the mainland of Cavite on the south. Between 
the peninsula and the mainland lies the island of Cor- 
regidor, a rock that in physical feature resembles a 
tadpole, Standing guard like a sentry at the entrance 
to the bay, the island divides it into the North Channel 
and the South Channel. The narrower channel between 
Corregidor and Bataan is called the Boca Chica, while 
the wider one, between Corregidor and Cavite, is called 
the Boca Grande, The former is approximately two 
miles in width and the latter some four miles wide. 
Immediately south of Corregidor is the Caballo Island, 
and south of this, almost hugging the mainland of 
Cavite, are the Fraile Island and the Carabao Island. 


Toward the end of the eighteenth century, the 
Spaniards established a hospital and a dockyard in Cor- 
regidor. At the same time, it was used as a semaphore 
outpost to warn the city of the approach of hostile 
ships, including pirate ships." When war betwoen 
Spain and the United States seemed imminent, the 
Spanish military and naval authorities installed gun 
emplacements commanding both the Boca Grande and 
the Boca Chica entrances. Nine gun emplacements рго- 
tected the former, while another eight guns protected 
the latter. The whole outfit was manned by thirteen 
officers and 264 men. Rumor had it that both chan- 
nels were mined and consequently any hostile fleet 
would hesitate to force through either entrance.” 


The Spanish defenses were not confined to Corre- 
gidor and the channels alone. Shore batteries lined 
Sangley Point and the Naval Station of Cavite." More- 
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over, the Spaniards had a small naval station at Subic, 
Zambales, which was considered invaluable to the de- 
fense of Corregidor and Manila. The Spanish naval 
authorities appreciated the value of Subic and more 
than once exerted efforts to strengthen it, Several 
boards меге created to make recommendations regard- 
ing the station, but the recommendations of the boards, 
particularly that referring to the transfer of the Cavite 
naval station to Olongapo, were pigeonholed owing to 
the opposition of an influential sector of the Spanish 
authorities who feared that such a transfer from Cavite 
До Olongapo would banish them from the social center 
in Manila. The result was that the defenses of Subic 
жеге neglected.” Admiral Montojo, a competent and 
efficient naval officer, as early as April 24, had alerted 
his subordinate officers to the danger posed by the 
American fleet. To the commandant of the Cavite Ar- 
senal, he gave the following order :" 


It having been resolved to go out with the squad- 
Хоп for the port of Subic, not only for the defense of 
that important port but also as a strategic harbor for 
operations which may occur, the staff is placed in 
charge of the necessary orders from these headquar- 
tors. 


As commandant of the Cavite arsenal Т have 
nothing to say to your excellency concerning its de- 
fense, as the chief commander and officers will know 
how to defend the interests of the nation, trusting 
the valor, zeal, and intelligence of all those who, with 
the slight and feeble resources upon which we can 
count, will do everything possible to guard the honor 
ө! the flag and the navy. 
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Go on, sir, in the ordering and equipping as much 
as you think’ necessary for the common purposes 
which concern our interests. 


You will use the telegraph to report to me all 
that you think important for your affairs in all de- 
partments, as well as the cable to communicate with 
the government, 

As long as possible communicate by way of Para- 
ñaque and Malate and also with the batteries of the 
coast by signals as well as by boats. 

If you need merchant vessels to equip with tor- 
pedo tubes, which may be effective in such vessels, 
You will also equip them, ete. 


Inland, Manila had several batteries with a range 
of approximately five miles. They were composed of 
three guns, located at the Luneta, at the mouth of the 
Pasig, and at the south bastion of Intramuros. Two 
other batteries were at Sangley Point and at Cafacao, 
Cavite." It must be stated in fairness to the Spaniards 
that the batteries of Manila were practically useless 
because the guns were of the old type and consequently 
did not have much effect on the fast-moving American 
vessels." In spite of the apparent advantages in the 
number of guns and ships, the Spaniards were at a 
terrible disadvantage in gunnery and in the maneuver- 
ability of the vesesls. Dewey's six vessels had a total 
displacement of 19,098 tons, while those of Montojo 
had only 11,689 tons” In armament, the American 
vessels were vastly superior, having fifty-three guns 
over 4-inch and fifty-six guns under 4inch," while the 
Spanish ships had twenty-four large guns and fifty-two 
small guns." Whatever advantages the Spaniards had 
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in the number of ships and land batteries were more 
than offset by the superiority and number of American 
guns, maneuverability of ships, and the experience 
and accuracy of the American gunners. 


While Dewey's flotilla was awaiting the arrival of 
Consul Williams at Mirs Bay, Montojo, at 11:00 P.M. 
of April 25, left with his squadron for Subic." Two 
days later, he reconnoitered the entrance to Subic and 
there found to his disgust and annoyance that the bay 
was poorly defended and the guns which could have 
been mounted in one day were actually readied only 
after a lapse of more than a month. It was his original 
intention to meet the enemy at Subic and for this 
purpose he had the wooden cruiser Castilla taken to a 
point northeast of Isla Grande to defend the entrance 
to the west, while the eastern entrance was rendered 
inaccessible by the sinking of three vessels. Since the 
‘entrance to the bay was practically undefended, Monto- 
jo surmised that his squadron would have to bear the 
brunt of the American attack in waters so deep that 
in case of disaster the Spanish sailors would surely be 
drowned. Montojo had hoped that the American fleet 
would bypass Subic and thus give him sufficient time 
lo make preparations for the expected battle.” But his 
hope was blasted by the receipt of а telegram from the 
Spanish Consul at Hong Kong, which said: “Enemy's 
‘squadron sailed at 2 p.m. from Mirs Bay, and accord- 
to reliable accounts they sailed for Subic to destroy 
юш squadron, and then will go to Manila." Realizing 
seriousness of the situation, Montojo at once sum- 
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moned his captains to deliberate on the new twist of 
events and all, except one, believed that their Admiral's 
intent to meet the enemy at Subic was untenable. It 
was more advantageous, they thought, to give battle 
to the enemy in Manila Bay where they could be sup- 
ported not only by the Cavite batteries, but by the 
Manila guns as well.” 


Montojo, however, refused to have his ships come 
near Manila, for such a move might place the city at 
the mercy of the enemy. It was therefore finally de- 
cided to wait for the enemy at Сайасао where the bat- 
teries could be employed to advantage. Having reached 
this decision, Montojo sailed back to Manila Bay on 
April 29. The fleet anchored off Сайасао the same af- 
ternoon.” The following morning, the ships were ar- 
ranged in battle order, with the Reina Cristina leading 
the formation. Here Montojo waited anxiously for 
the arrival of the enemy." 


MEANWHILE, DEWEY'S FLOTILLA OMINOUSLY CHURNED 
the clear blue waters of the China Sea. Every one in 
the ships was busily employed during the daytime. At 
night, all lights, except the one on the taffrail, were put 
out to prevent the Spaniards from detecting the posi- 
tion of the fleet. With the hours dragging out lengthily, 
the men became tense. To relieve the tension, the of- 
ficers took it into their heads to read to their men 
printed copies of Governor-General Basilio Augustin’s 
blast at the Americans. “The North American people,” 
the fanfaronade read, “constituted of all the social ex- 
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erescences, have exhausted our patience and provoked 
war with their perfidious machinations, with their 
acts of treachery, with their outrages against the law 
of nations and international conventions.” Curiously, 
the Americans were more amused than angry at the 
governor's rages. “Filipinos,” the appeal ended, "рге- 
pare for the struggle, and, united under the glorious 
Spanish flag, which is ever covered with laurels, let us 
fight with the conviction that victory will crown our 
efforts, and to the calls of our enemies let us oppose, 
with the decision of the Christian and the patriots, the 
ery of ‘Viva Espana." 


In the morning of April 30, Dewey sighted Cape 
Bolinao and to make sure that the enemy was not lurk- 
ing in Subic Bay he sent the Concord, the Boston and, 
later, the Baltimore, to reconnoiter the bay.” When 
finally the fleet arrived at Subic, Dewey found the 
Haltimore close to the shore and the Boston and the 
Concord standing out toward the oncoming flotilla." 
‘The three ships signaled the Olympia that there was по 
trace of the enemy in the bay. Realizing the signifi- 
“tance of the finding, Dewey, with characteristic sound- 
Hess of judgment, cried: “Now we have them !"® 


Todd an element of surprise, Dewey decided that 
jhe fleet should steam through Corregidor at night. 
bic was some thirty miles from Corregidor, so he 
led his ships to slow down, calculating that with 
speed reduced his fleet would be at the Boca Gran- 
by midnight. Finally, he signaled his vessels to 

and then summoned his senior officers aboard the 
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flagship for a final briefing. Assured that the enemy 
fleet was not around, Dewey quietly said: “Very well, 
gentlemen, we shall enter Manila Bay tonight, when 
you will follow the motions and signals of the flag- 
ship.” The order was as simple as that. The captains 
returned to their respective ships and the fleet moved 
on, in single file. As night fell, the gloom in the ships 
was heightened by the oppressive silence that pervaded 
the atmosphere. Everybody was nervously waiting for 
the shot that would indicate that the fleet had been 
discovered by the enemy. Officers were quietly whis- 
pering the range to their gunners. The tension was 
killing the men.” 


By midnight the men, peering into the darkness, 
saw the high lands on either side of Corregidor, while 
ahead the dark silhouette of the Olympia could be seen 
passing through the Boca Grande. There was a new 
moon, but the cumulus clouds shrouded the fleet as 
though to afford it protection from the prying eyes of 
the Spanish defenders. There were no lights on Cor- 
regidor and the Caballo Islands, a precaution the Span- 
iards took to prevent the enemy from detecting the 
exact location of the islands. There were, however, no 
Spanish vessels around to stop the American fleet in 
its tracks. Nevertheless, the signals from Cavite and 
Mariveles announced the approach of the enemy. The 
‘American column was now clearing El Fraile, and at 
precisely 12:17 AM. of May Ist, the Fraile battery 
opened fire." The shot passed between the Petrel and 
the Raleigh.” With this opening shot, the Boston, the 
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Raleigh, the Concord and the cutter McCulloch prompt- 
ly trained their guns and rained projectiles on the 
island. In a few minutes, El Fraile was as silent as a 
graveyard.” 


Now clear of the Boca Grande, Dewey decided to 
move toward Manila to keep his vessels out of the 
Spanish range. The speed was reduced in order not 
to reach Manila before daylight. Dewey at the time 
was not aware of the whereabouts of the enemy fleet 
апа so he waited for the first streaks of light to guide 
him in his search for the hidden enemy.” It was yet 


too dark to see the target, and in the meanwhile the 
men were ordered “to lay by your guns and take it 
easy." А little sleep was allowed the men, but most 


‘of them could not sleep, what with the thought of the 
battle tearing at their nerves and the sands оп the 
decks getting into their eyes, ears, and noses.” 


As the fleet moved on cautiously toward Manila, 
rockets and beacon fires from Corregidor and Marive- 
Jes transmitted the news of Dewey's progress. А few 
minutes before 5:00 A.M., the fleet reached the outer 
limits of the Manila anchorage. Dewey, however, failed 
Ло find Montojo’s fleet here. He signaled his ships to 
‘swing in a wide arc toward Cavite, thus bringing his 
Ships to within two or three miles of the Manila Bay 
re, At about 5:05, the Luneta battery and the one at 
south bastion of Intramuros greeted the intruders 
ith а barrage of 10-inch shells, but their range was not 

wh to do the enemy fleet any damage. The Boston 
the Concord answered back with devastating effect 
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on the Luneta battery. The rest of the American fleet 
ignored the Spanish volleys, for the Commodore had 
given them the instruction not to fire uselessly as their 
supply of ammunition was limited.” 


As daylight broke out from the East that Sunday 
morning of May Ist., Dewey caught sight of the Span- 
ish fleet off Cavite. He promptly led his squadron to- 
ward it. Montojo’s fleet was in battle order in the 
form of a crescent, its western flank protected by the 
batteries of Cavite and the eastern flank resting off the 
shores of Las Piñas. Dewey signaled his ships to re- 
duce the distance betwen ships to 200 yards. Grimly 
and relentlessly, the American fleet sailed toward the 
enemy, its guns pointing menacingly at the Spanish 
ships. The men, stripped down to their waist, waited 
anxiously for the final order to fire. There was a mo- 
ment of intense silence, and then the Spanish guns 
belched forth dangerously. It was 5:15 А.М. Dewey, 
cool as ever, ignored the Spanish fire until he had 
come to а range within which he could answer effec- 
tively. Twenty minutes before six o'clock, he quietly 
told the captain of the Olympia: “You may fire when 
you are ready, Gridley.” Gridley ascended the conning 
tower and gave his orders to the battery to fire. The 
roar of the guns relieved the tension that had been 
gripping the men. The other ships, following the Olym- 
pia’s lead, commenced firing. Dewey made three runs 
from the east and two from the west in the hope of 
confusing the enemy and of keeping his guns always 
pointed at him. The concentrated American fire told 
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heavily on the Spanish ships. The wooden cruiser 
Castilla and the Reina Cristina, the Spanish flagship, 
absorbed the furious American attacks with great cou- 
rage and heroism. Desperately, the Reina Cristina and 
the Don Juan de Austria bravely charged against the 
Olympia but were turned back by the heavy American 
fire, Admiral Montojo’s flag and ensign fell, and fire 
spread throughout the ship. Montojo, seeing his flag- 
ship useless, ordered it sunk and abandoned. He 
transferred his flag to the cruiser Isla de Cuba.” The 
Castilla was riddled with American bullets and sunk. 
The Don Juan de Austria was heavily damaged, but it 
came heroically to the aid of the embattled Castilla.” 


Then at a little past 7 :00 A.M., Gridley of the Olym- 
pia reported that only a few rounds per gun for the 
Sinch battery were left. Dewey, realizing the “serious- 
ness” of the situation, immediately signaled his ships 
to withdraw and to distribute ammunition.” With this 
withdrawal, the Spanish ships ceased firing. The Mani- 
fa batteries, however, continued their ineffective sallies 
against the retreating American ships." On the shore, 
the Spanish populace, thinking that Dewey's fleet was 
taking to its heels, waved their hands and shouted “Viva 
Espana!” in the belief that the Spanish squadron had 
[ready won a decisive victory.” 


Jų was during this brief respite that Dewey dis- 
‘covered Gridley's error in reporting that only fifteen 
founds were left. What he meant was that fifteen 

mds had been fired. Dewey then signaled his cap- 
twins to come aboard the Olympia for a conference. 
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Each of the captains thought that the others would 
report a heavy casualty, but to the surprise of all only 
two officers and six men were wounded and none of the 
ships was seriously damaged.” 


At 11:16 A.M., Dewey ordered the fleet to return 
to the fray. The enemy was no longer a menace, but 
there remained the land batteries and the gallant 
Ulloa which immediately opened fire upon seeing the 
American squadron steaming furiously toward Cavite 
for the kill. The American guns were, however, too 
powerful for the puny Ulloa. After receiving the con- 
centrated fire of the advancing enemy it sank with its 
colors proudly flying. Turning to the battery at Sang- 
ley Point, the Raleigh bombarded the Spanish gun em- 
placements until they were completely silenced.” The 
back of the Spanish resistance was broken. Only 
а few innocuous transports which had sought refuge 
behind the Cavite Peninsula remained to be destroyed 
or captured, This the Petrel and the Concord success- 
fully accomplished. At 12:30 P.M., a white flag was 
hoisted at the government building in Cavite and all 
firing ceased immediately. There now remained the 
batteries of Manila to be dealt with. For this purpose, 
the Olympia, together with the Raleigh and the Balti- 
more, raced toward Manila and anchored opposite the 
Luneta battery. The latter, cowed by the complete 
destruction of the Spanish fleet, refused to open fire 
at the enemy ships." 


Dewey's next step was to request the captain of a 
British ship to transmit to the Spanish governor-gen- 
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eral the message that if his ships were fired upon the 
city of Manila would be destroyed. The governor, 
faced with a fait accompli, sent word that the Spanish 
forts would not fire upon the American ships “unless 
it was evident that a disposition of ships to bombard 
the City was being made.” Manila was now practically 
ап American possession. Lack of sufficient men to 
police the city prevented Dewey from officially occupy- 
ing it. On Мау 4, Dewey cabled Secretary Long, via 
Hong Копа :" 


Have taken possession of naval station Cavite 
and destroyed its fortifications. Have destroyed for. 
tifications bay entrance, patroling garrison. Have cut 
cable to mainland. We control 
can take ci 


‘That night after the battle, curious people crowded 
the shore to look admiringly at the mighty American 
fleet that in a matter of hours had completely shat- 
tered their belief in the invincibility of the Spanish 
squadron. Soft music from the band of the Olympia 
walted across the waters to the shore, and the disillu- 
Soned gunners in the ramparts that stood watch over 
the helpless city now listened intently to the strains 
of “La Paloma" and other Spanish airs. Behind one 
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of the ramparts, a Spanish colonel of artillery, proud 
of the glory of Spain and now feeling ashamed of an 
ignominious defeat, whipped out his service pistol and 
blew out his brains.” 


The anguish that the Spanish population of Manila 
felt at Montojo’s defeat was followed, in succeeding 
days, by a gripping fear that the city would be bom- 
barded by the victorious enemy. From the time that 
Dewey was reported to have left Mirs Bay up to the 
day of the battle numerous Spanish families, fearing 
the consequences of the war, abandoned Manila. More 
than 4,000 persons left the city by trains to Dagupan. 
After the naval disaster, Manila looked like a bereft 
orphan. Even Governor-General Basilio Augustin's 
family fled the city to seek the safety and shelter of 
ап out-of-the-way town,” 


Five: 
THE EXILE RETURNS 


MILE AGUINALDO WAS HIBERNATING IN HONG 
Bg ssn. looking across the sea with despond- 

ent nostal; fighting off a court suit that 
would inevitably expose the revolutionary activities of 
the exiles, his leading lieutenants at home were 
busy offering their services to the Spanish gov- 
emor, Rumor of the Spanish-American war was 
heard in Manila and the provinces on April 22. 
Artemio Ricarte, Pio del Pilar, Emiliano Riego de 
Dios and others, hastened to offer their services in the 
of Spain? Insurgent bands who had been tak- 
pot shots at the Spaniards ceased their operations 
ithout, however, laying down their arms or surren- 
ing to the authorities. General Augustin, embold- 
by the apparent loyalty of the Filipinos, cabled 


из 
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his government on April 24 stating that the “indios” 
were enthusiastic in their demonstration before Mala- 
cafiang and that they cheered for Spain, the King, and 
the governor-general? It appeared that the Filipinos, 
as in olden times, were once more coming to the de- 
fense of Mother Spain. 


On April 26, 1898, information reached Madrid 
that the former leaders of the insurgents were rally 
ing their followers and promising to help the Ameri- 
cans in the war against Spain. Though denied by the 
Minister of the Colonies, the news became so persistent 
that on April 27 the information was relayed that the 
members of the Hong Kong Committee had sailed with 
Commodore Dewey to Manila in order to arouse the 
people against the Spaniards. On the other hand, the 
Madrid newspaper El Imparcial, in its issue of March 
28, 1898, related that the Filipinos in Madrid had been 
working for some time for the institution of reforms 
in the colony and that they had offered the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs to return to the Philippines to re- 
cruit volunteers and, at their instance, drive back the 
foreign enemy. At the same time, the Madrid Filipinos, 
all belonging to the wealthy, submitted a memorandum 
to the Spanish Government urging the latter to insti- 
tute reforms in the Philippines, emphasizing, more- 
over, that they wanted the Philippines to remain un- 
der Spain — but with this condition: that the colony 
be given representation in the Cortés and the friars 
expelled from the country. Antonio Luna was one of 
the signers of this memorandum. 
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It was pretty obvious that the overseas Filipinos 
were divided into two groups whose interests were at 
variance with each other. On the one hand was the 
segment which, by its financial interests and social 
status, naturally gravitated toward Spain and, on the 
other hand, the Hong Kong exiles who believed in in- 
dependence. The former wanted reforms and an ad- 
ministration within the framework of the Spanish 
monarchy; the latter wanted independence and free- 
dom under an American protectorate. The former, 
because of their financial status, wanted to protect their 
interests by eschewing radical changes in the political 
setup which might ultimately affect their finances. 
Тһе latter, however, though with some means, had been 
deprived of these means by the Spanish Government 
and, therefore, had practically nothing to lose in advo- 
cating independence. It was natural, then, that the 
independistas, fighting for power and position, should 
have more energy in realizing their dreams than those 
who were merely attempting to keep what they had? 
Jt is clear that the Madrid Filipinos had lost their 
sense of history and had not learned from the lessons 
‘of the revolution, for it was precisely the failure of the 
reformist group to secure the needed reforms that led 
{he masses to resort to an armed uprising against Spain. 


Augustin, ignorant of the real nature of the revo- 
ution and naively relying оп the outward expressions 
‘of loyalty to Spain, called upon the people to rally to 
the side of Spain. On April 23, he issued an “allocu- 
Поп" in which he not only denounced the Americans 
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as foreigners without instruction and without disci- 
pline, but also called upon the Filipinos to prepare 
for the coming struggle“ This “allocution” was fol- 
lowed, in the wake of the tragic defeat at Manila Bay, 
by another penned by Archbishop Bernardino 
Nozaleda. He said:* 


Poor Filipinos, the day that the North American 
established a permanent government here. | Unfor- 
tunate indians, subjugated by the people who lack 
the Catholic faith of Spain, who have not the mater- 
nal blood, nor the noble magnanimity, nor the com- 
munity of interests of history, dating back to more 
than three centuries, nor the mixture of blood tiai 
circulates through the veins of many of us, who in 
а hundred glorious deeds have shed it 10 our common 
defense, united by a common brotherhood, the sens 
of the mother country and of the colony. | Soon we 
will see an insuperable barrier established between 
ye and your vainglorious masters. No longer will 
there be for you employment nor office nor any par- 
ticipation whatsoever in the government and adminis- 
tration of the pueblos.*** Ah, and. this is not all, 
nor worst, for ye will soon sce your temples in ruin 
or converted into Protestant chapels, where ch, sor- 
row, the Сой of eucharist is not enthroned and where 
the Virgin, Mary, our sweetest mother, has по pedes- 
eee 


Fortunately, beloved Filipino people, at the roar 
of the enemy’s cannon and at the shouts of alarm and 
at the watchword of your governors, ye have under- 
stood all the risk that ye run. As one man ye will 
prepare your defense, and as one heart, lift your pray- 
ers to heaven. This, this is certainly the only way of 
salvation. To arms! and to prayer as one man! То 
arms!. .- 


While the “allocutions” were designed to inflame 
the people against the Americans by appealing to their 
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ty, they were, nevertheless, impotent in so far 
аз rallying the people to the cause of Spain was con- 
cerned. For only a few insurgent leaders and their 
rabid followers were taken in by the Spanish harangue, 
while the masses, prostrate by the effects of the revo- 
Jution, remained indifferent. Augustin, however, tried 
his best to augment the Spanish fighting forces by 
ordering the recruitment of all Spanish public offi- 
vials and employees under the age of fifty and Span- 
jards between the ages of twenty and fifty. Those not 
embraced in the order, Spaniards or not, except citi- 
жеп of the United States, were allowed to volunteer! 


News of Aguinaldo’s departure from Hong Kong 
tached Manila toward the end of April. It was alse 
earned that the Spanish Consul at Hong Kong was 
hegotiating with the Hong Kong Committee for its sup- 
port of the cause of Spain. Moret, the Minister of Col- 
‘goles, speaking before the Cortés in May 1902, sa 


While Malvar was negotiating in Hongkong with 
the Spanish Consul to see if it was not possible to ob- 
twin autonomy for the Philippines, Aguinaldo, with 
Pio del Pilar [sic!}* and two or three others, was ne- 
gotiating in Singapore with the United States consul 
to obtain independence, and on the same day, the 
Mih., they came to an agreement; and on the 25th of 
April, when the Spanish Government received a tele- 
gram from Malyar, they had already signed an agree- 
| ment; and from there they went to Hongkong on the 
“With. Here are the documents. Then Malvar stopped 
his negotiations with Consul Navarro because they 

bad ‘attained their object by the aid of the United 
“Slates 
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The protestations of loyalty of those who had re- 
cently been in arms against Spain led the Spanish au- 
thorities to trust them and to give them weapons in the 
defense of the country. On April 24, the Board of 
Authorities recommended the creation of the Filipino 
Militia, and the following day it recommended the 
establishment of a consultative assembly composed of 
prominent Filipinos. It was not, however, until after 
the Battle of Manila Bay that positive steps were taken 
to follow the suggestions of the Board of Autho: 
On May 4, Augustin issued decrees ordering the crea- 
tion of the Filipino Militia and the establishment of 
the Consultative Assembly. The Militia was charged 
with the duty of protecting private and public interests 
and the locality where the volunteers resided. The 
governor-general was its commander-in-chief, but his 
powers as such were delegated to a general army of- 
ficer who carried the title of sub-inspector of militia. 
‘The militia was divided into sections : from thirty-six to 
fifty formed a section under the command of a lieu- 
tenant; three sections formed a company under a cap- 
tain. The companies of a district constituted a military 
zone under the command of the senior officer of the 
zone. Each commander or head of a zone was 10 per- 
form civil and military functions within the zone, but 
he was subordinate in military affairs to the governor 
of the province. To encourage the Filipinos to enlist 
in the militia, the government exempted the enlisted 
man and his eldest son from military service and 
forced labor. Upon completion of three years of faith- 
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tul service, the volunteer could obtain state lands with 
#n area of not more than five hectares? Taking advan- 
tage of this provision, the insurgent leaders, through 
adroit maneuvers, succeeded in placing their loyal fol- 


lowers in positions of trust in the militia. 


On the same date, May 4, Augustin issued another 


decree establishing the Consultative Assembly. The 
decree read :" 


‘The Government of Нес Majesty, by accepting the 
measures adopted by my predecessor in intrusting the 
defense of public order to the armed militia, has con- 
fided to the devotion of the Filipinos the defense of 
their hearths, of their property, and of the common 
country, since the period of sanguinary events had 
been ended by an embrace of union and of concord 
under the protection of the Spanish flag, in whose 
пате has been established the paternal devotion of а 
community of centuries in the same manner of life, 
under the same laws, with the same religion, and with 
the same language. 


Article 1. — A consultative body is hereby es- 
tablished in the capital of the archipelago entitled the 
consultative assembly of the Philippines. This body 
will deliberate and inform the governor-general con- 
cerning such matters of a political and administrative 
Mature ав he may see fit to consult it upon. 


Article 2. —The Assembly is empowered to pro- 
pose to the governor-general such changes as it may 
consider expedient in matters touching the govern- 

_ ment of the towns as far as it may do so without 
infringing upon the powers of the other departments 
‘of the government and without violating the laws, 


On May 9, Augustin announced the composition 
the Assembly. Seven ex officio and twenty regular 
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members were appointed from among the important 
people in the Philippines. Named to the Assembly were 
Cayetano Arellano, Joaquin Gonzalez, Maximino Pater- 
no, Antonio В. Bautista, Т. Н. Pardo de Tavera, Manuel 
Genato, Gregorio Araneta, Isaac Fernando Rios, Juan 
Rodriguez, Bonifacio Arévalo, Ariston Bautista, José 
Luna, José Losada, Ricardo Esteban Barretto, Teodoro 
Gonzalez, Pantaleon Garcia, and Pedro Serrano.” There 
is no record of the achievements of the Assembly—if 
indeed it had any—for it merely served as an advisory 
body without any powers. It was in essence an honor- 
ry body designed not as а co-equal power in the gov- 
ernment, but as a decoration to flatter the vanity of 
the romantics among the intellectuals. 


MEANWHILE, THE CUBAN SITUATION WAS TURNING 
for the worse and gossip began infiltrating into Hong 
Kong. The exiles heard that war might break out any- 
time between the United States and Spain. By the mid- 
dle of February 1898, the rumor assumed the character 
of certainty. In the circumstances, the exiles found 
themselves debating the subject of what action to take 
in the event of war. One of the plans suggested which 
seemed to find favor among the insurgents was the 
employment of the money in the two Hong Kong banks 
for the purchase of arms. With these, they could re- 
turn to the Philippines to resume the revolution against 
Spain, “timing our action to coincide with the out- 
break of the expected Spanish-American маг." This 
conclusion was arrived at in the belief that with Spain's 
hands tied in the war, the insurgents could hope for 
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success in the resumption of the struggle against Spain, 
for the latter would naturally concentrate her war ef- 
forts on the war with the United States. On the prob- 
ability that Spain might send strong reinforcements to 
the Philippines, the insurgent leaders thought that 
the American navy could easily dispose of the Spanish 
ships.” 

This line of reasoning, however, did not meet with 
unanimity. A small group believed that it would be 
{o the advantage of the Filipinos to ally themselves 
with Japan. The suggestion was ruled out, for they 
remembered that the Katipunan failed to enlist the 
gid of Japan in the first phase of the revolution. An- 
other proposition came up for discussion, namely, the 
desirability of an alliance with the United States. 
Felipe Agoncillo had already suggested the conclusion 
wl such an alliance toward the end of 1897, but his 
suggestion to that effect was not even taken seriously 
by the American State Department.” The proposition, 
then, was met coldly, for almost everybody thought 
What such an alliance would at best be good only on 
er, principally because the Spanish-American war 
Па be confined to the Atlantic and, therefore, would 
much affect the Philippine situation." 


_ Such was the situation when, in March, the group 
electrified” by the news that a flotilla of the 
ican Navy had arrived in Hong Kong on its way 
Manila. Their surprise knew no bounds when Cap- 
Wood, commander of the American ship Petrel, 
on behalf of Commodore Dewey, sought Agui- 
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naldo for a conference. This preliminary contact led 
to a series of conferences during March and early April, 
the last conference betwen Aguinaldo and Wood having 
been held on April 6. Captain Wood urged Aguinaldo 
to return to the Philippines in order to lead once more 
the revolution against Spain.” The Captain further- 
more assured Aguinaldo that the Americans would sup- 
ply him with the necessary arms. Aguinaldo, cool and 
calculating, inquired into the policy of the United 
States following the expulsion of the Spaniards from 
the Philippines. “Тһе United States,” answered Wood, 
obviously parrying Aguinaldo's questions, “is a great 
and rich nation and neither needs nor desires colonies.” 
The answer probably warmed the cockles of his heart, 
for Aguinaldo suggested that the understanding be put 
in black and white. Wood agreed on principle, but 
said that he had to confer with Dewey.” 


What might have been a fruitful understanding 
with Wood or Dewey was nipped in the bud when Аг- 
tacho sued Aguinaldo in the Hong Kong Supreme Court 
in order to get P200,000 out of the P400,000 as his 
share of the “peace money” — an act that led the Hong 
Kong Committee to suspect that he was commissioned 
by the Spanish governor-general to create trouble in 
the ranks of the insurgent leaders so that the latter 
might be prevented from using the money for the pur- 
chase of arms. It was thus that Aguinaldo, with Gre- 
gorio del Pilar and J. Leyba, left Hong Kong incognito 
on April 7 and booked passage for Saigon. After a week 
in this port, the trio boarded the Eridan for Singapore. 
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They arrived here on April 23 and proceeded at once 
to the home of Dr. Isidoro de Santos, a resident of 
Singapore.” Aguinaldo's presence in the city was kept 
эз secret as possible. But at about four o'clock in the 
afternoon of the same day, Howard Bray, an English- 
man of long residence in the Philippines, dropped in 
and inquired after Aguinaldo. The host promptly de- 
nied any knowledge of Aguinaldo’s whereabouts. Bray, 
however, was undaunted. Later in the evening, he once 
again appeared at the door of De Santos’ home and in- 
timated that the American consul-general had some- 
thing important to tell him. Aguinaldo could no longer 
keep Bray off and decided to see him. “Sir”, said Bray 
upon being introduced to Aguinaldo, “the American 
eonsul-general here, Мг. Е. Spencer Pratt, presents his 
respects and requests the pleasure of a conference with 
you.” When queried on the purpose of the conference, 
Bray said he did not know but that the consul was 
‘Prepared to meet you secretly this very evening.” In- 
trigued at the interest shown by the American consul 
În his presence, Aguinaldo, the following morning, hied 
secretly to “The Mansion”, a public house in the sub- 
и» of Singapore.” Since Pratt was not well up in 
nish and Aguinaldo was ignorant of English, Bray 
as interpreter. Present during the conference 
“the General's trusted advisers [Gregorio del 
w and J. Leyba ] and Mr. Bray...” The conference 
t with matters relating to the Philippines. Pratt, 
‘was only natural under the circumstances, inquired 
i the revolution against Spain, how the Truce of 
pna-bato fared, and the attitude of the Filipinos 
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toward the Spaniards. Aguinaldo obliged him with a 
briefing of the actual situation: that the Spaniards 
had not fulfilled their part of the bargain and that 
the Filipinos were at heart nursing a deep enmity 
against the Spaniards. 


“That’s the crux of the situation, General,” com- 
mented Pratt. “Аз long as the Spaniards have failed to 
fulfill their bargain under the Treaty of Biak-na-bato, 
you have the right to resume the revolution.” 


“As of the other day, April 19,” Pratt continued, 
taking advantage of the impact of his statement on 
Aguinaldo, “Spain and America have been at war. Now 
is the time for you to strike. Ally yourselves with 
America and you will surely defeat the Spaniards!” 


Aguinaldo was dumbfounded. Relentlessly, Pratt 
struck again and again at Aguinaldo's psychological de- 
fense mechanism. “America will help you if you will 
help America,” concluded Pratt. 


“What can we expect to gain from helping Amer- 
ica?” Aguinaldo wanted to be sure of his ground be- 
fore committing himself as ally of the United States. 


“America will give you much greater liberty and 
much more material benefits than the Spaniards ever 
promised you,” Pratt replied glibly as if he owned the 
United States.” 

Aguinaldo then suggested that the proposition be 
put in writing, but like Wood, Pratt said he had no 
“authority to speak for the Government” and that he 
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would communicate with Dewey” Then he added: 
"You need not have any worry about America. The 
American Congress and President have just made a 
solemn declaration disclaiming any desire to possess 
Cuba and promising to leave the country to the Cubans 
after having driven away the Spaniards and pacified 
the country. Cuba is at our door while the Philippines 
% 10,000 miles away !’™ 


Aguinaldo felt happy over the promise of help so 
glibly and broadly stated by Pratt and said that he 
would gladly return to the Philippines to lead the Fili- 
pinos in the revolution if Dewey would make the invi- 
tation official. Pratt agreed and consequently cabled 
Dewey, through the American consulate: “Aguinaldo, 
Insurgent leader, here. Will come Hongkong; arrange 
With Commodore for general co-operation insurgents 
Ша if desired. Telegraph."™ 


_ Dewey's answer came the following да; 
inaldo come as soon as possible.” Pratt immediate- 
went Bray to fetch Aguinaldo and to bring him to 
Raffles Hotel where the American consul dived. 
д told the insurgent leader that he had received 
теру from Dewey. Pratt, so Aguinaldo alleged, told 
that Dewey promised the “United States would at 
recognize the independence of the Philippines un- 
the protection of the United States Navy.’™ Eager 
jun to the Philippines at the first opportunity, 
ido promised to help the Americans. “If I can 
arms,” he added, “I promise you that my people 
ise ûs one man against the Spaniards.” Pratt se- 
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cured passage for Aguinaldo and his companions in 
the steamer Malacca which was bound for Hong Kong. 
Before the two parted, Pratt enjoined upon Aguinaldo 
“the necessity, under Commodore Dewey's direction, 
of exerting absolute control over his forces in the Phil- 
ippines, as no excesses on their part would be tolerated 
by the American Government. . .."" Aguinaldo assured 
him that he “intended. . . to hold his followers, the in: 
surgents in check...” adding that “he hoped the United 
States would assure protection of the Philippines for 
at least long enough to allow the inhabitants to estab- 
lish a government of their own, in the organization 
of which he would desire American advice and assist- 


ance.” Moreover, Aguinaldo requested Pratt to expe- 


dite the purchase of arms and their shipment to the 
Philippines. Pratt agreed and, to assure Aguinaldo of 
his good intentions, told the insurgent leader that Dew- 
ey's launch would speed him from Hong Kong to 


Mirs Bay where Dewey would be waiting for him. Hav- 
ing secured Aguinaldo's confidence, Pratt then re- 
quested Aguinaldo to make him Philippine representa- 


tive to the United States “there to advocate zealously 


official recognition of our independence.” Aguinaldo, 
reposing absolute faith in Pratt and probably al- 
most sure of American recognition of Philippine 
independence, said that such request was an unworthy 
recompense to one so zealously devoted to and jealous 
of the prerogatives and rights of the Filipinos and 
proposed, instead, to make Pratt a high customs offi- 
cial if and when Philippine independence became ат 
accomplished fact. Moreover, he promised to grant 
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“certain commercial advantages” to the United States 
and sums of money due the American Government. 
‘This, he emphasized, was a token of the “nation’s 
gratitude." 


Aguinaldo and his companions boarded the Malac- 
са on April 26,” arriving in Hong Kong Bay in the 
morning of May 1. Failing to see even a flotsam on 
which he could be towed to the American fleet, Aguinal- 
do felt keen disappointment. Dewey had already gone 
to Manila when he arrived in Hong Kong, Nevertheles 
the American Consul at Hongkong, Rounseville Wild- 
тап, promptly met him and told him that the Commo- 
dore had left instructions for him to make arrange- 
‘nents for Aguinaldo's return to the Philippines. Sub- 
sequent conferences were held between Aguinaldo 
и! Wildman in the course of which the latter sug- 
gested that Aguinaldo, upon his return to the Philip- 
Pines, should establish a dictatorial government, 
ploining that such a government was necessary in the 
prosecution of the war against Spain. With the war 
ever, he could follow the pattern of the American 


Government! 


With uncommon energy, Wildman now took charge 
the purchase of arms for the insurgents. Aguinaldo 
orders for 2,000 rifles and 200,000 rounds of 
inition and for a launch to be used as a nucleus 
№ transport system. He gave Wildman P50,000 for 

payment and shipment of arms to the Philippines, 

before his departure for the Philippines, he handed 
n P67,000 for another shipment of arms. The 
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first shipment was consummated, but the second, un- 
happily for the insurgents, did not and Wildman never 
explained why. Nor did he reimburse Aguinaldo the 
P67,000 given to him in good faith.” 


Aguinaldo's disappointment with not finding Dewey 
in Hong Kong was somehow assuaged when he learned 
of the departure of José Alejandrino with the American 
fleet, He had carried with him prepared proclamations 
made in the name of the revolutionary leader to be 
distributed at home preparatory to Aguinaldo’s “home- 
coming.” One such proclamation, dated April 29, 1898, 
say: 


To АП the Filipino Insurgent Chiefs: 


Brethren: On receipt of this order 1 request you 
to prepare yourselves to fight our old enemies, and 
to use all means within your power to capture their 
forces, as the time is still ripe for the realization of 
our aspirations for the freedom of the country. You 
must go to fight without doubt, without hesitation, 
and before long I will not fail to be there with you. 

Without delay this order will be sent from Chief 
to Chief in the shortest time possible. 

God preserve your lives many years, and grant 
that you may be successful in your efforts for the 
attainment of our aspirations. 


‘Another circular, penned by J. Basa, was distrib- 
uted in the Philippines before Aguinaldo's return. The 
circular, without date, is significant as pointing up the 
early suspicion of the Filipino leaders in Hong Kong 
that the United States might colonize the Philippines” 
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Under present events the 
dangerous for the Philippines; thei 
fortune is hanging in the balance. 


ation is exceedingly 
happiness or mis- 


The true patriots have organized a committee 
to which I belong, naming Aguinaldo as President 
and Agoncillo as Vice-President. The latter and three 
others have commenced diplomatic negotiations with 
the Admiral and American consul, and we infer that 
they are trying to make colonies of us, although they 
said they would give us independence. The Commit- 
tee decided it advisable to simulate belief at the same 
time equipping ourselves with arms. 


We have accepted arms offered by the Admiral 
which will be disembarked in the Philippines by the 
squadron, 


A part of our forces will aid the Americans by 
fighting with them in order to conceal our real in- 
lentions, and part will be held in reserve. 1f Ате 
Ка triumphs and proposes a colony we shall reject 
‘such offer and rise in arms. 


A separate expedition will disembark at whatever 
point may be considered suitable, 


José Alejandrino embarked ih the American 
р Ао in order to give secret instructions to the 
Chiefs. 


We shall send a representative to Washington; 
Artacho, De la Rosa and Aragon have been bought 
by the Spanish Government; they brought suit ugainst 
Aguinaldo in order to destroy our funds and para- 
Iyze our plans. 

1 urgently require better knowledge of the point 
‘of disembarkation, * * * 

P.S, 1 beg you to 
highest chief, Don Emil 


listribute the circular of our 
Aguinaldo. 


129 


| On May 4, 1898, the Hong Kong Committee met” 
discuss what steps to take in the wake of Commo- 
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доге Dewey's victory of May 1. Present during the 
deliberations were Felipe Agoncillo, temporary Pres- 
ident; Doroteo Lopez, temporary Secretary; Teodoro 
Sandico, Anastacio Francisco, Mariano Llanera, Miguel 
Malvar, Andrés Garchitorena, Severo Buenaventura, 
Maximo Kabigting, Faustino Lichauco, and Antonio 
Montenegro. Agoncillo, taking the chair, announced 
the arrival of Aguinaldo in Hong Kong and suggested 
that he take over as President. It was also agreed that 
since a vacancy existed owing to the departure of Ale- 
jandrino for Manila, it was necessary to elect his suc- 
cessor. The vacancy was filled by Galicano Apacible, 
who was elected over Arcadio del Rosario and Justo 
Lucban. The meeting was then temporarily suspended 
to permit Aguinaldo and Apacible to enter the session 
hall. The two took their oaths of office and Agoncillo 
turned over the gavel to Aguinaldo. 


Aguinaldo recounted his negotiations with Spencer 
Pratt, adding that they had agreed to confer with Dew- 
ey at Mirs Bay regarding Aguinaldo's return to ће 
jppines in one of the American cruisers in order 
to help the Americans against the Spaniards. Since 
Dewey had already gone to the Philippines when he 
arrived, he conferred with Wildman in Hong Kong. 
The result of his conferences with the American con- 
sul was, Aguinaldo averred, unsatisfactory. 


The situation in the Philippines being critical, 
Aguinaldo then begged the members of the Committee 
to advise him on the wisdom of returning to the Phil- 
ippines. Sandico, taking the floor, explained that from 
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his conferences with Dewey and Wildman it was his 
considered opinion that it was “absolutely necessary” 
for Aguinaldo to return to the Philippines, for the 
American consul, Wildman, had told him that Manila 
had already been “taken by the fleet” and that a “pro- 
visional government was now being founded in that 
capital.” Sandico further stressed that Aguinaldo's 
intervention in the formation of a new government in 
the Philippines was essential, particularly because his 
prestige, recognized by all, would prevent any dissen- 
sions among the people. Garchitorena and Apacible 
made the same observations. Though convinced of the 
logic and wisdom of the argument in favor of his im- 
mediate return to the Philippines, Aguinaldo neverthe- 
less opined that it would be nothing short of reckless 
‘on his part to return without a written agreement with 
Dewey, fearing that if he placed himself at the dispo- 
sal of the Commodore the latter “might make him 
subscribe to or sign a document containing Proposals 
highly prejudicial to the interests of the country 
The upshot, Aguinaldo feared, might be either one of 
iwo things: first, if he should accept the proposals, 
he would likely commit an “unpatriotic act, and his 
pame would justly be eternally cursed by the Filipi- 
pos,” or second, if he should refuse, “then the break 
wen the two would be evident.” Consequently, he 
posed, instead, that he be authorized to order the 
urgents in Hong Kong to return to the Philippines 
ascertain from Dewey America’s real intentions. 
the same time, he pointed out that in the event 
у refused to have any written agreement the 
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‘Commodore would be compelled by the circumstances 
to withhold the necessary arms and ammunition with 
which to fight the Spaniards. In such eventuality, he 
would be forced to take a step fatal to himself because 
the Spanish Government would demand the return of 
the P400,000 “on account of his subsequent conduct...” 


Sandico, Garchitorena, Gonzaga and Apacible, 
however, tried to calm him down and to assure him 
that Dewey would give him the necessary arms, for the 
American naval commander could not himself take the 
Philippines without the help of the insurgents. They 
added that he could not be forced to sign an instru- 
ment prejudicial to the interests of the Filipinos be- 
cause he was free to decline it. They once more pleaded 
with Aguinaldo to intervene personally in the matter, 
for the occasion was a good opportunity to land arms 
in the Philippines at the expense of the Americans. 
The Filipinos, unarmed, would be the victims of the 
exactions and demands of the United States, but with 
arms they could oppose the Americans effectively and 
thus struggle for independence. Agoncillo elaborated 
on the points raised by Sandico et al. and pointed out 
that with Aguinaldo’s prestige he could arouse the Fil- 
ipino masses against the American demands and could 
make them fight to the bitter end. If the Americans, 
he continued, would consider the principles expressed 
in their Constitution, they would not colonize or annex 
the Philippines to the United States; on the contrary, 
the Philippines would probably be given her independ- 
ence and America would guarantee it. In such a case, 
Aguinaldo should immediately leave for the Philip- 
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pines in order to prevent a scramble for positions 
among the ambitious insurgent leaders, on the one 
hand, and to secure the establishment of an organiza- 
tion suited to “its new social-political evolution.” Fur- 
thermore, Agoncillo argued that since the Hong Kong 
Supreme Court had decreed the suspension of the рау- 
ment of the bank accounts in favor of Aguinaldo they 
could not, in the meantime, wait until the case had 
been decided while across the sea the situation was 
critical and the “problems which confront the Philip- 
pines, ... required prompt solution. ...” 


Under the pressure of these arguments, Aguinaldo 
decided to return to the Philippines to lead the masses 
once more in their struggle against the Spaniards. On 
May 7, the revenue cutter McCulloch arrived in Hong 
Kong, but Aguinaldo was notified by its captain that 
Dewey did not give any instructions regarding the re- 
turn of the insurgent leader on board the cutter. Оп 
the ship's second trip to Hong Kong in mid-May, word 
reached Aguinaldo that Dewey had at long last given 
instructions to have him return on board the McCul- 
loch, Wildman made the arrangements for Aguinaldo's 
passage and suggested that he and his companions 
board the ship at night to avoid the suspicion of the 
Spanish consul at Hong Kong. The ship weighed anchor 
wi eleven in the morning of May 17 and arrived at Cavi- 
(е on May 19. Soon after, Dewey's launch took him to 
the Olympia where she was given the honors due a gen- 
||, Aguinaldo, recalling his alleged conversation with 
ey on board the flagship, said:” 


| 
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He said, moreover, that America is exceedingly well 
off as regards territory, revenue and resources 
and, therefore, needs no colonies, assuring me finally 
that there was no occasion for me to entertain any 
doubts whatever about the recognition of the inde- 
pendence of the Philippines by the United States. 
Then Admiral Dewey asked me if I could induce the 
people to rise against the Spaniards and make a short, 
sharp, and decisive campaign of it. 


I said in reply that events would speak for them- 
selves, but while а certain arms expedition (respect- 
ing which Consul Wildman was duly informed that 
it would be dispatched from a Chinese port) was de- 
layed in China we could do nothing, because without 
arms every victory would assuredly cost us the lives 
оГ many brave and dashing Filipino warriors, The 
Admiral thereupon offered to dispatch a Steamer to 
hurry up the expedition, (This, be it borne in mind, 
in addition to the general orders he had given the 
Consul to assist us to procure arms and ammuni 
tion.) Then he at once placed at my disposal all the 
guns seized on board the Spanish warships аз well 
as sixty-two Mausers and a good many rounds of am- 
munition which had been brought up from Corregi- 
dor Island by the U.S.S. Petrel. 


Aguinaldo, at the same time, communicated to 
Dewey the fear of the Hong Kong Committee that the 
defeat of the Spaniards might lead to a Filipino-Amer- 
ican war if the United States failed to recognize Phil- 
ippine independence. Dewey, so Aguinaldo alleged, 
dissipated his fear by assuring him that the “United 
States would unquestionably recognize the independ- 
ence of the people of the Philippines, guaranteed as 
it was by the word of honor of Americans. . . ."" Dewey 
allegedly advised him to have a national flag ready so 
it could be hoisted as soon as the power of Spain had 
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been destroyed. The first conference over, Aguinaldo 
returned to the McCulloch and had his luggage, 
including the war materials he had brought from 
Hong Kong, landed. Some insurgents from Ba- 
taan came to see him and to them Aguinaldo handed 
proclamations urging the people to rally once more 
in the struggle against the Spaniards. His men from 
Kawit met him and about four that afternoon, when 
he had settled at the Cavite Naval Station, he handed 
them more proclamations to read to the people.” 


‘The news of his return spread like wildfire. Sixty- 
Iwo volunteers to the Spanish Army, fully armed and 
‘organized by the Spanish military authorities, defected 
to the returned exile. They were ordered to occupy 
Dolahikan, the Cavite shipyard, to prevent the Span- 
jards from occupying it. Convinced that Aguinaldo 
had good intentions and had command of the situation, 
the captain of the Petrel gave him sixty-two rifles and 
Ihe ammunition which Dewey had promised him. 
‘These arms were distributed among the men who were 
doming in large numbers to offer him their services and 
“expressing their willingness to be armed and assigned 
for duty at the outposts and at the firing line.”” 
Aguinaldo, taking stock of the situation, was touched by 
‘the show of loyalty not only by his comrades, but also 
the masses of the people. The following day, May 
his old revolutionary officer, Luciano San Miguel, 
his appearance before his chief and asked for 
Aguinaldo immediately ordered him to take 
of the projected revolt in the provinces of Mani- 
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la, Laguna, Batangas, Bulakan, Morong, Pampanga, 
Tarlak, Nueva Ecija and other provinces in the north. 
On May 21, secure in his belief that he had not been 
forgotten by his countrymen, Aguinaldo issued a pro- 
clamation urging the people to unite and fight once 
more for the vindication of the country. He said: “ 


Everything appears favorable for attaining in- 
dependence, *** 


І have no other object in writing this except to 
ask you and your companions to meet at once and 
arrange the best way to entrap all the enemy in your 
town, employing deceit, for instance, make a present 
of whatever you think best to the chiefs successively 
and then at once enter the houses and attack them, 
ог if not this, do what you think best. Show valor 
and resolution, brothers, the hour has arrived for the 
Philippines to belong to her sons and not to them, 
only one step and we shall reach independence: be 
constant, brothers, and be united in feelings, do not 
imitate those who show two faces, whatever such 
people do sooner or later they will be slaves. Respect 
foreigners and their property, also enemies who sur- 
render. 


I want you to know that in respect to our con- 
duct 1 have proposed to the American Admiral and 
other nations, that we shall carry оп modern war. 
Even if a Spaniard surrenders, he must be pardoned 
and treated well and then you will see that our repu- 
tation will be very good in the eyes of all Europe 
which will declare for our independence; but if we 
do not conduct ourselves thus the Americans will de- 
cide to sell us ог else divide up our territory as they 
will hold us incapable of governing our land... 

Therefore, my brethren, I urge that we strive 
to unite our efforts, and let us fire our hearts with 
the idea of vindicating our country. Many nations 
are on our side. 
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On the last day of the present month, at noon, 
ме shall be able to rise all at once, and in case our 
enemies are aware of it, start doing so openly. When 
you hear that we are bombarding any of the towns 
of Salinas, Noveleta, Naic, Tansa, Cauit, Bacoor, Las 
Piñas and Parafiaque, you may begin to move and fol- 
low up the enemy on his retreat; notwithstanding, 
it would be better if you could come on so as not to 
scatter the arms too much. Remember also that since 
the Spaniards are aware of our being here, they will 
order the arrest of all our friends. Perhaps we shall 
never find an occasion so propitious as this; there- 
fore we must take advantage of it, otherwise it would 
be а great pity if we don’t. Endeavor to end the war 
as soon as possible, Win over the native infantry, 
taking the measures you deem best. God guard you 
many years. 


For the next three days, Aguinaldo's headquarters 
ed by enthusiastic rebels who offered their 
in the impending struggle with the Span- 


Yisted in the army to be formed.” By the end of May, 
rejuvenated Filipino forces under Aguinaldo had 
ured or taken 5,000 prisoners, “most of whom had 
Пея." By now, the insurgent forces had 10,500 rifles 
eight field pieces, “with 8,000 more rifles, two 
guns and a dynamite gun bought in China and 
in transit.” Consul O. F. Williams reported :" 


The insurgents have defeated the Spaniards at 
all points except at the fort near Malate, and hold not 
ly North Luzon to the suburbs of Manila, but Ba- 
Yanyes [sie!1 Province also and the bay coast entire, 
save the city of Manila, 


While the Spaniards cruelly and barbarously 
slaughter Filipinos taken in arms, and often noncom- 
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batants, women, and children, the insurgent victors, 
following American example, spare life, protect the 
helpless, and nurse, feed, and care for Spaniards tak- 
en prisoners and for Spanish wounded as kindly as 
they care for the wounded fallen from their own 
ranks. 


Dewey's VICTORY IN MANILA Bay AND AGUINALDO’S 
return to the Philippines echoed throughout the land 
and beyond. In Singapore, the Filipino colony, headed 
by Dr. Isidoro de Santos, trooped to Е. Spencer Pratt's 
office between five and six in the afternoon of June 
8 and “serenaded” him. There were “nine of the high- 
er class, fifteen musicians, and the remainder of the 
middle class” who greeted the American consul, They 
were received in his private office, which was simply 
decorated, with an American flag on the desk, At the 
center of the desk was a large framed picture of Agui- 
naldo. Pratt shook hands with all the Filipinos who 
were introduced to the editors of the Singapore Straits 
Times and the Free Press, A musical selection followed, 
after which Dr. Isidoro de Santos delivered a speech 
in French. He said:* 


Your Excellency: The Filipinos of all social 
classes, residing in this port, have come to greet Your 
Excellency as the genuine representative of the great 
and powerful American Republic in order to express 
to you our eternal gratitude for the moral and mate- 
rial support given by Admiral Dewey to our General 
Aguinaldo in his campaign for the liberty of eight 
million Filipinos. The latter and we ourselves hope 
that the United States, your nation, persevering in its 
humanitarian policy, will without cessation and de- 
cided energy continue to support the programme 
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agreed upon in Singapore between Your Excel 
lency and General Aguinaldo, that is to say, the in- 
dependence of the Philippine Islands, under an Amer- 
ican protectorate. Accept our cordial acknowledg- 
ments and congratulations on being the first one in 
accepting and supporting this idea which time and 
events have well developed to the great satisfaction 
of our nation, Finally, we request you, Your Excel- 
lent Sir, to express to your worthy President and the 
American Republic, our sincere acknowledgments 
and our fervent wishes for your prosperity. 1 have 
concluded. 


these flattering remarks, Pratt, equal to the осса- 


sion, delivered the following response, as reported by 


Straits Times of June 9:“ 


The honor you have conferred upon me is so un- 
eted that T cannot find appropriate words with 
h to thank you and with which to reply to the 
eloquent address you have just read to me. Rest as- 
sured, though, that I fully understand and appreciate 
the motives that have prompted your present action 
and that your words, which have sunk deep in my 
heart, shall be faithfully repeated to the President, 
to Admiral Dewey and to the American people from 
whom, 1 ат sure, they will meet with full and gen- 
crous response. 


A little over a month ago the world resounded 
with the praises of Admiral Dewey and his fellow- 
officers and men for the glorious victory won by the 
American Asiatic Squadron in the Bay of Manila. 
Now we have news of the brilliant achievements of 
your own distinguished leader, Gen. Emilio Aguinal- 
Чо, co-operating on land with the Americans at sea. 
You haye just reason to be proud of what has been 
and is being accomplished of General Aguinaldo and 
your fellow-countrymen under his command. 


When, six week ago, I learned that General 
Aguinaldo had arrived incognito at Singapore, I im- 
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mediately sought him out. An hour's interview con- 
vinced me that he was the man for the occasion; and, 
having communicated with Admiral Dewey, 1 accord- 
ingly arranged for him to join the latter, which he 
did at Cavite. The rest you know. 

I am thankful to have been the means, though 
merely the accidental means, of bringing abour the 
arrangement between General Aguinaldo and Admiral 
Dewey, which has ended so happily. I can only hope 
that the eventful outcome will be desired for the 
happiness and welfare of the Filipinos. 

My parting words to General Aguinaldo were 
“General, when you have proved yourself great, prove 
yourself magnanimous”; and from the treatment ac- 
corded to the recent Spanish prisoners, it would ap- 
pear that he has done so. 


In Hong Kong, however, the Filipinos were wrangling 
among themselves. The inner circle, whose leader was 
Aguinaldo, believed in independence, while the outsid- 
ers, composed of wealthy Filipinos, were for the annex- 
ation of the Philippines to the United States. On May 
6, 1898, Doroteo Cortés, Maximo Cortés, the latter's 
wife, Doña Eustaquia, J. Ma. Basa, Arcadio del Rosario, 
and Gracio Gonzaga, all wealthy Filipinos then in Hong 
Kong, offered their money to the American Government 
and to become American citizens. Other wealthy ЕЙ 
nos, on May 14, expressed their desire to take the oath 
of allegiance to the United States." Not contented w ith 
expressing his desire to become a “brother American” 
and to put his wealth at the disposal of the American 
Government, Doroteo Cortés, on August 3, 1898, cabled 
Senator Hanna in Washington urging him to help in 
obtaining the annexation of the Philippines to the 
United States.” Likewise, Basa cabled President McKin- 
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on August 8, saying that “All wealthy and educated 
inos pray America through Consul General Wild- 
man in name of Humanity and grant them protectorate 
ог annexation.” 


Another Cortés, Máximo, gave P10,000 to Consul 
Wildman because, it was alleged by Felipe Agoncillo, 
the consul “promised him to write to the Admiral not 
to bombard his real estate in Manila; this was believed 
by the ignorant Cortés. . . .”™” However, this attitude of 
the wealthy Filipinos as a class was not shared by the 
wealthy Visayan woman, Juana Montilla, who contrib- 
uted P7,000 to the Hong Kong Committee, and by 
another rich Iongo, Esteban de la Rama, who contrib- 
uted twelve rifles and an equal number of revolvers” 


The conflict between the “outsiders” and the “in- 
siders” was not as serious as the conflict among the 
the latter, for the former were, in so far as the revo- 
lution was concerned, complete nonentities. What may 
һе termed a struggle for power in the ranks of the 
“insiders” developed when Teodoro Sandico showed 
‘extraordinary interest in having the arms shipped to 
the Philippines through Wildman, believing that with- 
out the latter's aid the shipment would not go 
through.” Agoncillo, speaking for his group, wrote: 


*** Fine business! As far as politics are concerned, 
Js it advisable that the consul should know the num- 
Бег of arms sent which will enable him to estimate 
‘our strength? I think it is not. Though I am of the 
opinion that we should pay the consul every respect, 
Still 1 believe that we should not belittle ourselves 
fo the extent of being in the relation of a child to a 
guardian, because such being the case what will he 
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think of us and what information shall he give to his 
government? 


According to Sandico, the American consul wants 
us to break our agreement which we have previously 
made with another American. T will see what we can 
do in order that we may not commit such a shame- 
less act. ***T am under the impression that they 
wish to play a double game with our money here. 
It would, I think, be a good thing to send Baldomero 
[Aguinaldo] and Lichauco [Faustino] here то take 
charge of the money, conferring upon them ample 
powers in regard to same. 


The conflict between the Agoncillo group, to which 
José Alejandrino, Faustino Lichauco, Galicano Apaci- 
ble, and Justo Lucban belonged, and the Sandico group, 
to which Andrés Garchitorena, Isabelo Artacho, and 
Gracio Gonzaga belonged, came to a head when Зап- 
dico began a whispering campaign against Agoncillo 
and Alejandrino and induced Gonzaga, Montenegro, 
and Garchitorena to resign from the Hong Kong Com- 
mittee. The splinter group decided to put up another 
committee on May 28, but an unexpected showdown 
between Sandico and Agoncillo in the afternoon of 
that day led to a rapprochement between the two 
groups. Sandico withdrew his resignation, and every- 
thing was forgiven” In this conflict, Artacho was the 
sole beneficiary, for he received, with the help of San- 
dico, P3,000 as part of the P5,000 promised him by 
Aguinaldo.* Such was the reward for plagiarizing the 
Cuban Constitution... . 


THE IMPACT OF AGUINALDO'S RETURN ON THE SPANISH 
government in the Philippines was tremendous. With- 
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in a few days after the rebel leader's “Һотесот- 
ing”, Governor Basilio Augustin found himself betrayed 
by those who, earlier, had promised their loyalty to him. 
He was now a much disillusioned man and realized that 
it would take much more than mere promises to win 
over the Filipinos to his side. In an undated handbill 
circulated by the Spaniards, entitled Viva la Autono- 
mia!, the authorities stated that “the sole salvation of 
the unity of the Islands, the unity of its liberties, the 
unity of its local and central government” lay with 
Spain, The people were urged to sign the petition which 
was obviously pro-Spanish, and to submit such petition 
to Pedro A. Paterno.” To make the Filipinos believe that 
he meant well, Augustin, on May 28, called the first 
— and perhaps only — meeting of the Consultative As- 
sembly, and informed it that he was ready to grant the 
reforms demanded. Probably with the consent of 
Augustin, Paterno, on May 31, issued a manifesto, en- 
titled Al Pais, asking the Filipinos to side with Spain 
Against the United States. He said:* 


*** The evil days of Spanish colonization are over, 


and by dint of experience and the sacrifice of blood 
Spain has understood that we are already of age and 
require reforms in our territory such as the forma- 
tion of the Philippine Militia, which gives us the force 
of arms, and ће [Consultative] Assembly, which gives 
the power of speech, participation in the higher pub- 
lic employments, and the ability to control the peace- 
ful development and progress of society. Spain is at 
war with the United States, we neither know that 
nation nor its language. The Americans will endeavor 
by all imaginable means to induce us to help them 

minst Spain. And then, alas! the all-powerful will 
absorb us and reward our treachery to Spain by be- 
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traying us, making us slaves and imposing upon us 
all the evils of а new colonization. * * * Let us help 
our old ally, our friend Spain and realize with her more 
quickly our aspirations. These are: With the greatest 
decentralization possible consistent with national 
unity, the organization and attributions of public 
powers must be based on three principles: (1) Span- 
ish sovereignty, (2) local representation, and (3) 
colonial government responsibility. Three institutions 
correspond to these three principles, namely: (1) 

‘nstitution of the General Government of the Philip- 
pines, (2) the Insular Deputation or Philippine As- 
fembly, and (3) the Governative Council. In this way 
the rights of the Government and those of the Colony 
are harmonized. * * * Finally, under Spain our future 
is clear, and with all certainty we shall be free and 
rule. Under the Americans our future is cloudy; we 
shall certainly be sold and lose our unity... Let us 
Struggle, therefore, side by side with Spain, we who 
love the Philippines united and free. Long live Spain! 


It is now obvious that the price of Filipino coopera- 
tion, as expressed by Paterno in his manifesto, had 
increased tremendously. In fact, Augustin allowed 
Paterno to promise the grant by Spain of an autono- 
mous government for the colony and to speak of Spain 
as an ally of the Philippines.” Paterno’s manifesto was 
translated into Tagalog to give it a wide circulation. 
When a copy of the Tagalog version fell into Aguinal- 
do's hands, he promptly wrote at the bottom Tanhali 
ca na,” — “You are pretty late!’" 


Paterno’s reputation, however, could not be ignor- 
ed and on June 9, a rebel counter-manifesto, directed 
against Paterno personally, appeared. It reviewed 
briefly the events that led to the armed revolt and 
the life Paterno led in Spain precisely at the moment 
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when arbitrary rule, injustices, and brutality were be- 
ing committed against his countrymen. Calling Pater- 
no what he had been known in Spain, namely, Sampa- 
guitero, because of his book of verses Sampaguita, the 
manifesto labeled him a failure as arbitrator of the 
Truce of Biyak-na-bato. Concluding, the manifesto de- 
clared :* 


To conclude, we will draw the attention of Sr, 
Paterno to two things, vi 

(1) That he commits an injustice in imputing to 
the North Americans the intention of taking posses- 
sion of these Islands as soon as we have conquered the 
Spaniards, for besides having no grounds on which to 
make such an allegation against a nation distin- 
guished for its humanity like the Federal Republi 
there is the fact that its own constitution prohibits 
the absorption of territory outside America.... There 
is, moreover, the historical antecedent that the in- 
dependence of South America, once under Spanish 
dominion, is largely due io the protection of the 
United States; and 

(2) That Señor Paterno should reflect on, the 
fact that the Spaniards would never have allowed him 
to publish his Manifesto had it not been for the 
existence and attitude of our Dictator, Don Emilio 
Aguinaldo, This ought to serve Señor Paterno as 
further proof of the cowardice of the Spaniards, who, 
notwithstanding all that has been shown, insist on 
creating discord by provoking civil war: on their 
heads will fall the responsibilities of the moment and 
of the historical past. 


General Augustin’s efforts, together with those of Pa- 
бетт who once boasted that his words were listened 
Jo and followed by the Filipinos, proved of no avail. 
‘The Filipinos in the militia turned about and joined 
Aquinaldo's forces. 
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WHEN, IN THE COURSE OF THE FILIPINO-AMERICAN 
armed conflict, Aguinaldo published his Reseña and 
practically accused Pratt, Wildman, and Dewey of be- 
trayal, the American public and, particularly, the Gov- 
ernment, was agog. Did Dewey, Pratt, and Wildman 
promise Aguinaldo that the United States would recog- 
nize Philippine independence? The investigations con- 
ducted by the American Senate yielded only one an- 
swer: Dewey, at least, never promised Aguinaldo any 
such recognition. 


Aguinaldo's Reseña was published at a time when 
the erstwhile allies had come to the end of the road 
and had engaged in a fierce struggle for conquest, on 
the part of one, and for survival, on the part of the 
other. It is possible, even probable, that Aguinaldo 
might have embellished his account of his dealings and 
conversations with Dewey in order to win the sympathy 
and moral support of the nations of the world. His 
statement, for instance, that Dewey asked him to pre- 
pare a national flag to be used in the event of a victory 
against the Spaniards is unbelieveable, not only be- 
cause Dewey, judging from his character and past ex- 
perience, was not of the over-enthusiastic type, but 
also because the statement does not jibe with the facts. 
Dewey was alleged to have made the statement on May 
19, 1898 while on board the Olympia. In a letter to 
Aguinaldo, dated May 27, 1898, Felipe Agoncillo wrote 
that “In regard to the flying of our flags, you should 
not do it unless you have made an agreement with 
them about it, because otherwise it might be the cause 
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of a conflict.” The context of the letter makes it clear 
that Dewey never made the statement Aguinaldo said 
he did, for had he done so Aguinaldo would have been 
only too happy to tell Agoncillo that the flying of the 
Filipino flag was with the consent and approval of Dew- 
ey. The fact that Agoncillo advised him not to fly 
the national flag without any agreement with the Amer- 
icans shows that Aguinaldo never had any such agree- 
ment with Dewey. 

Dewey might have helped Aguinaldo in his fight 
against the Spaniards, but that is no reason why Dew- 
суз act should be misinterpreted as tacit recogni 
tion of Philippine independence. Dewey wanted Aguinal- 
do's cooperation and he could not, as an experienced 
naval commander, unduly antagonize Aguinaldo, He 
confessed :* 


From my observation of Aguinaldo and his ad- 
visers Т decided that it would be nnwise to cooperate 
with him or his adherents in an official manner. Aside 
from permitting him to establish himself ashore, the 
only aid rendered him was а gift of some Mauser ri- 
fles and an old smooth-bore gun that had been aban- 
doned by the Spanish, He mounted the gun on a 
float, but Т declined to grant his request that our 
launches tow it across the bay. In short, my policy 
was to avoid any entangling alliance with insurgents, 
while T appreciated that, pending the arrival of our 
troops, they might be of service in clearing the long 
neck of land that stretches out from Cavite Peninsula 
to the environs of Manila. 


Оп June 3, 1898, Dewey, in reply to Secretary of 
‘the Navy John D. Long’s advice that he refrain from 
ving any “political alliances with the insurgents or 
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any faction in the islands"," cabled that he had acted 
“according to the spirit of Department's instructions 
therein from the beginning” and that he had not en- 
tered into any “alliance with the insurgents or with any 
faction.” On June 27, Dewey again cabled Secretary 
Long:" 
1 have had several conferences with him LAgui- 
naldol, generally of a personal nature. Consistently T 
have refrained from assisting him in any way with the 
force under my command, and on several occasions 
T have declined requests that I should do so, telling 
him the squadron could not act until the arrival of 
the United States troops. At the same time, i have 
given him to understand that I consider insurgents as 
friends, being opposed to a common enemy. 


Dewey also denied having saluted the Philippine flag, 
as Aguinaldo alleged. In a letter to General T. М. Am 
derson, dated May 21, 1900, Dewey said:* 
„.., the flag of the so-called Philippine Republic was 
never saluted by me or by any of the vessels of the 
squadron under my command. 
In so far, then, as Dewey was concerned, the pieces of 
evidence, documentary or otherwise, point to one 
thing: that Aguinaldo read beyond what Dewey, in his 
actuations, really meant and that no prot of in- 
dependence was directly or indirectly given to Agui- 
naldo. 


What of Pratt and Wildman? In the case of Pratt, 
jt seems certain that he gave Aguinaldo the impres- 
sion that the United States would recognize Philippine 
independence. Aguinaldo's account of his dealings with 
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Pratt substantially parallels the account of ће Singa- 
pore Free Press of May 4, 1898. Yet Pratt, in his dis- 
patch to the State Department, dated May 5, 1898, 
stated that the account of the Singapore Free Press was 
"їп the main correctly given....”" The news, as ге 
ported by the Free Press and to which Pratt did not 
object, said in part: 


He [Aguinaldo] further declared his ability 10 
establish a proper and responsible government on lib- 
eral principles, and would be willing to accept the 
same terms for the country as the United States in- 
tends giving to Cuba. 


The consul-general of the United States, coinci- 
ding with the general views expressed during the di 
cussion, placed himself at once in telegraphic commi 
nication with Admiral Dewey at Hongkong, between 
whom and Мг. Pratt a frequent interchange of tele- 
grams consequently took place. 


In making his views coincide with the “general views 
expressed during the discussion,” Pratt, acting on his 
own and without any official instructions from the 
American State Department, made it appear that he 
shared Aguinaldo's expression of Filipino aspiration, 
namely, independence. Pratt, bubbling with enthu- 
siasm, might have considered the history of the United 
States and concluded that in the circumstances his 
country would not launch into a career of conquest. 
‘This conviction was probably rooted in his belief that 
jf Cuba, which was a neighbor of the United States, 
could be given recognition, why not the Philippines, 
which was “10,000 miles away”? He might have been 
соггес! in his history and logic, but the State Depart- 
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ment was in no mood to hear his personal and unau- 
thorized opinion. Thus, on July 20, 1898, Secretary 
Day upon receiving Pratt's clippings of the “serenade” 
as reported by the Straits Times of Singapore, re- 
buked Pratt, saying :* 


Ву Department's order of 17th June, you were 
instructed to avoid unauthorized negotiations with the 
Philippine insurgents. *** 


‘The extract now communicated from you from 
the “Straits Times” of the 9th June has occasioned a 
feeling of disquietude and a doubt as to whether some 
of your acts may not have borne significance and pro- 
duced an impression which this Government would 
be compelled to regret. 


‘The address presented to you by the twenty-five 
or thirty Filipinos who gathered about the Censulate, 
disclosed an understanding on their part that the ob- 
ject of Admiral Dewey was to support the cause of 
General Aguinaldo, and that the ultimate object of 
our action is to secure the independence of the Phil- 
ippines under the protection of the United States. 


Your address does not repel this implication, and 
it moreover represents that General Aguinaldo was 
“sought out by you,” whereas it had been the under- 
standing of the Department that you received him only 
upon the request of a British subject named Bray, who 
formerly lived in the Philippines, 


Your further reference to General Agi 
“the man of the occasion” and to your “bringing 
about the arrangement between Gencral Aguinaldo 
and Admiral Dewey which has resulted so happily” 
also represents the matter in a light which causes 
apprehension Jest you may have laid the ground of 
future misunderstandings and complications. 


It is evident that Pratt, in his eagerness to get 
Aguinaldo to help the Americans in the war with Spain, 
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had undiplomatically allowed Aguinaldo to draw the 
inference that he was, in the nature of things, speaking 
for the United States. Bray, an opportunist who had 
been paid by the Hong Kong Committee, upon orders 
of Aguinaldo, the neat sum of P5,000 for his services 
as press relations officer in charge of maligning the 
Spanish administration in the Philippines,” said in his 
letter to Senator Hoar, dated January 12, 1899: 


As the man who introduced General Aguinaldo to 
the American government through the consul at Sin- 
gapore, I frankly state that the conditions under 
Which Aguinaldo promised to cooperate with Dewey 
меге independence under a protectorate, I am pre- 
pared to swear to this. The military party suborned 
correspondents are deceiving the American nation by 
means of malevolent lying statements. If your power- 
ful influence does not change this insensate poli 
there will be a hopeless conflict with the inevitable 
results disastrous for the Americans. 


Bray may have been a liar, as charged by an 
Fnglish editor in Singapore, but his statement that 
Pratt did give Aguinaldo the impression that the United 
‘States would recognize Philippine independence strikes 
û responsive chord in the accounts of the Singapore 
Free Press and in Pratt's own speech delivered as a 
fesponse to Dr. Isidoro de Santos’ address to him, In 
so far, then, as Pratt was concerned, there was an in- 
imation on his part that the United States would do 
« the Philippines what it was then doing for Cuba. 


Wildman, for his part, acted somewhat along 
Watt's line. Wildman, however, was more glib than 
tt. He conferred with the revolutionary exiles at 
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Hong Kong in order to get their support. There is 
evidence that Wildman in his conversations with the 
insurgent leaders had intimated that the United States 
did not need any colonies, thereby making the impres- 
sion that the United States would not embark on an 
imperialistic career. This same sentiment was more 
clearly expressed in his letter to Aguinaldo, dated July 
25, 1898, in which he said 


Your work and ability has been fully recognized 
by not only the people of the United States, but by the 
entire civilized world. Since the Cuban leaders have 
fallen to quarreling among themselves, and their Gen- 
eral Garcia has declined to have any further dealings 
with the United States, you are left as the most prom- 
inent revolutionary Leader who is aiding the United 
States to free Cuba and the Philippines from the cruel 
yoke of Spain. It all remains with you to retain this 
proud position. If you stand shoulder to shoulder 
with our forces, and do not allow any small differ- 
ences of opinion and fane ights to keep you from 
the one set purpose of freeing your Islands from the 
cruelties and robberies under which it has been groan- 
ing for so many hundred years, your name in history 
will be a glorious one, and your reward from my own 
great country will be sure and lasting. 


The latest Telegraphic Dispatches assert that ай 
the great powers of Europe (except Great Britain) 
have arrived at an agreement that the Philippi 
cannot become a part of the United States, but will 
be divided up among themselves as has been the case 
with China, Should this prove to be true, you will 
have a greater battle on your hands than you 
have already Һай, and will require all the power ої 
the United States and Great Britain to keep your Is- 
lands in tact [sie!} and to hold you as the first man 
in them, I have vouched for your honesty and ear- 
nestness of purpose to the President of the United 
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States and to our people, and they are ready to ex- 
tend their hand to you as a Brother, and aid you in 
every laudable ambition. There [sic] greater priz- 
es in the world than being the mere Chief of an 1 sie! 
a Revolution. 1 look to you to bear me out in all my 
promises, and I give you my assurance that you can 
always call upon me to act as your champion should 
any try to slander your name. 


Do not forget that the United States undertook 
this war for the sole purpose of relieving the Cubans 
from the cruelties under which they were suffering, 
and not for the love of conquest ог the hope of gain, 
They are actuated by precisely the same feelings to- 
wards the Philippines, Whatever the final disposition 
‘of the conquered territory may be, you can trust the 
United States that justice and honor will control all 
their dealings with you. The first thing is to throw 
off the Spanish yoke. Do not let anything interfere 
with that, 1 believe in you, do not disappoint me. 


Pratt and Wildman, then, gave Aguinaldo to under- 
stand, on their own personal responsibility, that the 
United States was motivated by humanitarian reasons 
Jn interfering in Cuban affairs and, therefore, could not 
possibly do otherwise with respect to the Philippines. 
Aguinaldo may have been justified in his belief that 
Pratt's and Wildman’s assurances of good faith and 
intentions were those of the Government of the United 
lates, considering that the two American consuls were 
offi representatives of their Government. But what 
Aguinaldo failed to realize was that both Pratt and 
Wildman were not authorized by their Government to 
ik for it, and that whatever they said in public or 
private were purely their own opinions and did not 
resent the views of the American Government. 


| 
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Pratt, in contacting Aguinaldo in Singapore and 
in giving him the impression of American magnanim- 
ity in so far as recognition of Philippine independ- 
ence was concerned, was motivated by patriotic feel- 
ings. He believed that he was doing right officially 
when he did not erase Aguinaldo's and the “serenad- 
ers’” impression that the United States was, as in the 
case of Cuba, for Philippine independence. No money 
was involved in his dealings with Aguinaldo. In the case 
of Wildman, money considerations may have prompted 
him to encourage Aguinaldo and other insurgent lead- 
ers in assuming that the United States would recog- 
nize Philippine independence as the price of coopera- 
tion against the Spaniards. Wildman, though not re- 
ceiving directly any money from the insurgents, never- 
theless was deep in the business of buying arms and 
ammunition for them and was, according to Agoncillo 
in his letter to Aguinaldo,” very much interested in hav- 
ing the previous contract with another American can- 
celled in his favor. He found in Sandico a loyal ally— 
а fact which led to misunderstanding between Sandico’s 
group and Agoncillo’s group. So loyal, indeed, was 
Sandico to the American consul that the latter, in his 
letter to Aguinaldo, dated June 21, 1898, praised the 
former to the skies. He said: 


Your representative here, Т. Sandico Esq. who 
leaves today by the “Zafiro” has rendered you splen- 
did service here. He is active, wise and honest. І am 
greatly pleased with him and trust you will send him 
back whenever you need anyone in Hi 
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It was this same Wildman who received a sizable sum 
from Aguinaldo for the purchase of arms and ammu- 
nition but who failed to turn in the goods. Most of 
all, he was suddenly stricken with amnesia and totally 
forgot to return the money to Aguinaldo. Wildman 
certainly deserved his пате.... 
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Early in the morning of May 2, Dewey's Chief of 
Staff boarded the Petrel to negotiate the surrender of 
the Cavite batteries and arsenal,” while two of the 
American ships negotiated the surrender of the forti- 
fications near the mouth of Manila Bay. General Sos- 
Хоа capitulated and surrendered Cavite and the forti- 
fications at Corregidor and the two Bocas.’ Their guns 
were immediately disabled and the ammunition ren- 
dered useless. 


ВО PROUDLY THEY HELD 


The same morning of May 2 when the British Con- 
sul E. Н. Rawson-Walker’ visited Commodore Dewey 
on the Olympia, the latter decided that as a precaution- 
ary measure the American fleet should move out to 
Cavite to avoid a possible attack by the Spanish shore 
batteries at Manila, if ever such action was contemplat- 
ed by any irresponsible Spanish gunner. In the after 
hoon, the ships moved to Cavite and there remained 
Motil the hour when Manila was attacked on August 


ATH THE DESTRUCTION OF THE SPANISH SQUAD 
ron, Dewey's duties and responsibilities 
mounted to such an extent as to keep him and 
is men busy. There was, for instance, the respon- 
sibility to police the bay, to take steps to prevent a err х аа н 
sneak attack on the American fleet by the Spanish Vth.’ Since it was Dewey's duty to maintain a strict 
shore batteries, to occupy the Сал arsenal, and gen- ekade of Manila, he hastened to indicate to the mer- 
erally to maintain military discipline. The night of it vessels in the bay their proper anchorage, which 
May 1 saw the Olympia and the other war vessels outside the zone of naval maneuvers. All vessels 
quietly anchored off Manila, while the Boston and the tering Manila Bay were, however, to be boarded by 
Concord kept vigil at Cavite. The city was silent and Americans at the two Bocas. Soon after, foreign 
the lights from the houses and the streets glowed to vessels made their appearance in Manila Bay. This 
brighten the shore. Except for the mild commotion 
caused by a couple of Spanish officers from Cavite r that conditions in Manila might prejudice the 
who came aboard the Concord to seek haven, nothing 4 of their citizens. Hence the dispatch to Manila 
happened that May night.’ of their warships? But quite apart from this 
156 ‘ible reason, the European Powers, with the pos- 
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sible exception of England, were in sympathy with the 
Spaniards and regarded the Americans as the “brutal 
aggressor.” 


Dewey maintained the naval blockade so effective- 
ly that up to the day of the surrender of Manila, the 
trade and commerce of the city suffered an atrophy.’ 
Meanwhile, Dewey received the news that he was ap- 
pointed Acting Rear-Admiral, and on May 11 his broad 
pennant was changed to that of the Rear-Admiral’s 
flag.” 


For almost two weeks, Dewey carried out effi- 
ciently and calmly the duties of a blockading power, 
He knew that Manila was a ripe fruit ready for the 
picking, but lack of foot soldiers to occupy it pre- 
vented him from attacking the city frontally. Conse- 
quently, on May 13, he sent a cable to Washington, 
via Hong Kong, and reported the conditions of the 
city." 


I believe the Spanish governor-general will be ob- 
liged to surrender soon. I can take Manila at any mo- 
ment. To retain possession and thus control the Philip- 
pine Islands will require, in my best judgment, well- 
equipped force of 5,000 men, although United States 
troops sent Ьу Pekin will be very useful to relieve the 
Olympia of guarding Cavite. 


In the same cable, Dewey suggested that provisions 


be made “for the extremely hot, moist climate” of the 
Philippines, and further reported the presence of 
five foreign war vessels—one British, one Japanese, 
one French, and two German. A month later, Dewey 
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reported that the British warships were increased to 
three and the German to six." Dewey's suspicion of 
the latter's intention was aroused when he found that 
the strength of the German naval force was much 
more than was warranted by the negligible commer- 
vial interest it was supposed to protect in Manila." Ne- 
vertheless, Dewey worked quietly to have the United 
State: thority respected by the foreign men-of-war 
in the bay, His patience and tolerance, however, were 
faxed to the limit by the provocations and apparent 
hostility of the German war vessels. In the bay at 
the time were the British warships Linnet and Immor- 
falité under the command of Sir Edward Chichester, 
the Japanese cruiser Insukushima, the German cruis- 
Wrs Irene and Cormoran, and the French cruiser Bruix, 
All warships, with the exception of the Cormoran, fol- 
the advice of the American commander, namely, 
Т0 keep clear of the line of fire from the Manila bat- 
jes." The Cormoran, ignoring the signals of the 
mican steam launch, entered Manila Bay in the 
hours of May 9 and thereby endangered itself. 
skipper of the Raleigh was irritated by this rash 
ї and immediately ordered a shot fired across the 
man warship's bows. The German commander 
to his senses and forthwith stopped his engines.” 


Dewey's problems in relation to the neutral war 
‚ particularly the German men-of-war, increased 
в passed. The German warship Irene, coming 
Nagasaki, entered Manila Bay earlier, on May 6. 
it was obvious to her commander that Ameri- 
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can authority was paramount in Manila Bay, yet he 
did not see it fit to consult Dewey on what part of the 
bay he should anchor his ship. Dewey, exercising pru- 
dence and good diplomacy, let the German command- 
er have his way. Again, in June 1898, when the Сег- 
man war vessels Kaiserin Augusta, Kaiser, and Prin- 
zess Wilhelm arrived in Manila Bay with the transport 
Darmstadt carrying 1,400 menas relief crews, the 
German transport abused Dewey’s permission for it 
to enter the bay and to effect the transfer of the re- 
lief crews by not making the necessary relief at once. 
On the contrary, the master of the Darmstadt, prob- 
ably with the previous consent of the German naval 
commander, held the 1,400 relief men as reserve force. 
Again, Dewey conveniently turned his face in the op- 
posite direction to avoid serious complications," for 
he knew that with a limited force at his command it 
would be difficult, if not impossible, to cope with a 
crisis that might arise. He had enough problems in 
his hands, what with the Filipino rebels showing signs 
of restlessness at the delay in attacking the city, an 
eventuality Dewey wanted to avoid pending the arriv- 
al of the American expeditionary force. 


Dewey went one step further by boarding the 
Concord to pay his respects to Vice-Admiral von Died- 
richs in his flagship Kaiserin Augusta, for as junior 
in rank to the German commander Dewey had, by 
naval tradition, to pay his visit first. Already suspi- 
cious of the German intention, particularly because he 
knew that there was only one German commercial 
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house in Manila, Dewey inquired from von Diedrichs 
why so large а naval force was in the bay. Drawing 
his heels together in the militaristic Prussian manner, 
the German Admiral replied: “I am here by order of 
the Kaiser, sir.” 


The incident no doubt disturbed Dewey, more 
so because in the days that followed the Germans 
showed their aggressiveness: they landed at Manila 
and fraternized with the Spaniards who bruited it 
wbout that the German squadron was there “to inter- 
vene in their favor.”" Тһе Spanish pretensions may 
ог may not have been true, but Dewey nevertheless 
‘observed that von Diedrichs had, on one occasion, of- 
ficially visited the Spanish governor-general who, in 
Jurn, visited the German commander and remained 
‘aboard the German flagship for two hours.” German 
ips also plied between Manila and Dagupan bring- 
with them Spanish families who, because of the 
like attitude of the Filipino rebels, wanted to flee 
what they supposed to be certain destruction” 
this German problem was added the French atti- 
. The French Consul at Manila, М. Berard, open- 
showed his sympathy for the harassed Spaniards,” 
gh to Dewey's personal knowledge the French 
1 commander outwardly remained strictly neu- 
М Dewey, therefore, had much to worry about, 
such actuation on the part of the Germans was 
h of courtesy extended to neutrals.’“ Then, 
it came to the knowledge of Dewey that boats 
the German men-of-war were making soundings 
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off the mouth of the Pasig and off Malabon, and that 
German sailors were sent to the mouth of the Pasig 
to occupy the lighthouse.* In the face of these viola- 
tions of neutrality, Dewey held his peace and never 
reported the incidents to the Navy Department, believ- 
ing that he could take care of himself in a manner 
that would do justice to the American valor and cour- 


age" 


Dewey, however, did not reckon with the German 
persistency in violating the laws of neutrality. With- 
out Dewey's permission the Germans landed at Mari- 
veles and promptly occupied the quarantine station. 
Von Diedrichs himself took possession of the former 
headquarters of the Spanish officials* Dewey then 
made a significant move: he hoisted his flag on the 
McCulloch and made rings around the German vessels 
anchored at Mariveles without communicating with 
von Diedrichs.” This was a clear indication that he 
meant business and that he would not brook any in- 
sult against the authority of the United States. The 
following day, July 6, Dewey received the information 
from the Filipino rebels that the Germans had been 
interfering with their military operations against the 
Spaniards in Subic Bay. Believing that such action 
posed an obstacle to his policy of allowing the rebels 
to weaken the Spanish position, Dewey decided to 
teach von Diedrichs a lesson or two. He promptly 
dispatched the Concord and the Raleigh to Subic 
where the Spanish troops were being besieged by the 
Filipino rebels. It was here that the German cruiser 
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Irene had made its appearance and had warned the 
rebels that the Germans would not allow them to use 
а small steamer in their attack against Isla Grande 
where the Spanish defenders had sought refuge.” By 
daylight of July 7, the Concord and the Raleigh were 
Steaming toward Subic and were preparing for action. 
Catching sight of the two American war vessels, the 
Irene hastily left the bay and faded away. Soon after, 
the Concord and the Raleigh brought their guns 
Against the Isla Grande and within an hour the Span- 
jards surrendered. The island was then taken in the 
fame of the United States.” 


Dewey's headaches did not, however, stop here. 
He noted that the Germans were becoming more and 
More insolent in their defiance of his authority to 
Waintain the blockade effectively. Von Diedrichs re- 
ted the American commander's insistence on board: 
foreign war vessels. Citing various authorities 
international law to shore up his arguments rela- 
to his right to board neutral war vessels in time 
blockade, Dewey wrote von Diedrichs 2 


As a state of war exists between the United 

States and Spain, and as the entry into this blockaded 

wt of the vessels of war of а neutral is permitted 

у the blockading squadron as а matter of interna. 

опа! courtesy, such neutrals should necessarily 
Is as to their ide 


vessels entering this port, now blockaded with the 
under my command. It could easily be 
Possible that it was the duty of the picket vessel to 
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notify incoming men-of-war that they could not enter 
the port, not on account of the blockade, but the in- 
tervention of my lines of attack. 


In spite of this cogent argument, von Diedrichs 
insisted that international law did not sanction Dew- 
суз action. He made it plain that he would call a 
conference of senior officers of the neutral war ves- 
sels then in the bay in order to have a ruling on the 
subject. The conference, however, fell through, as 
only the captain of the English cruiser Jmmortalité 
appeared. Captain Chichester of the Immortalité blunt- 
Jy told von Diedrichs that Dewey was within his rights 
when he ordered the boarding of the neutral war ves- 
sels found within the limits of Manila Bay. Apparent- 
ly making an oblique attack on von Diedrichs, Chi- 
chester told him that the British Government had 
instructed him to accede to Dewey's requirements and 
that he, the British senior officer, had given strict or- 
ders to all captains of the British men-of-war to report 
first to Admiral Dewey “before proceeding to the an- 
chorage of the foreign fleet." 


Not convinced that he was licked, von Diedrichs 
continued evading the American boarding steamers. 
Dewey’s irritation was now rising, and when one day 
he saw the German cruiser Cormoran steaming into 
the bay, he saw his chance to show his mettle. He 
called in his Flag Lieutenant and gave this explicit 
order: “Mr. Brumby, I wish you to go on board the 
McCulloch and stop that vessel; mind you, sir, stop 
her!"" Brumby immediately boarded the McCulloch 
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and steamed ahead to meet the habitually delinquent 
Cormoran, but the latter, sensing Brumby’s maneuver, 
hastily changed its course and rushed full steam ahead 
to the northern part of the bay. Brumby followed in 
hot pursuit at the same time hoisting his signal "І wish 
10o communicate”, but the Cormoran ignored him. Ir- 
ritated, Brumby fired a sizzling shot across the Ger- 
man vessel's bows. The German captain, as in the 
previous case, stopped his vessel.” For the second time, 
the Cormoran was humbled into following Dewey's 
orders. But von Diedrichs obviously did not like the 
show of force. The following day, he sent a staff of- 
{сег to Dewey to protest not only the proceedings of 
the previous day, but also various incidents in which 
the American and the German vessels figured, Before 
Dewey, the young German naval officer made a résumé 
of the German grievances and, having reached that 
port of the written complaint which dealt with the re- 
tent Cormoran incident, indicated “His Excellency's” 
Wispleasure over the boarding of “His Excellency's” 
Vessels, The German officer spoke on and on, while 
y and his Flag Lieutenant listened attentively, al- 
t with much irritation. Dewey's complexion turn- 
from red to livid as he sat on his chair listening to 
“peroration” of the German naval officer. At the 
of the “speech,” Dewey, fighting mightily to main- 
his composure, addressed his German visitor: 
"And does ‘His Excellency’ know that it is my force 
not his which is blockading the port?” 
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“Yes, sir,” retorted the German. 


“And is he aware that he has no rights here ex- 
cept such as I choose to allow him, and does he realize 
that he cannot communicate with the city except by 
my permission?” 

The officer shrugged his shoulders. 
ed Dewey, “that 


“One would imagine, sir,” conti 
you were conducting this blockade.” 


The German officer merely gestured. 


“Do you want war with u: the Admiral pro- 


ceeded relentlessly. 
“Certainly not,” the German answered, 
“Well,” Dewey taunted, “it looks like it, and you 


are very near it; and. . ..,” the admiral's voice rose t 
crescendo, “you can have it, sir, as soon as you like 


The young German officer was astounded at the 
Admiral's words and hastily retreated, at the same time 
whispering to Brumby: “Your Admiral seems to be 
much in earnest.” To which Brumby replied: “Yes, 
and you can be certain that he means every word he 


says.” ™ 


What amounted to Dewey's ultimatum tempora- 
rily ended the German provocation, for in the weeks 
that followed there was a considerable change not only 
in von Diedrichs’ policy, but also in the behavior of his 
officers. But not for long, however. On August 9, 
Dewey notified the foreign war vessels and refugee 
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steamers that all should move out of the line of fire 
because at the time he and General Merritt were mount- 
ing an all-out attack against Manila, The Japanese and 
British vessels immediately took a position near the 
anchorage of the American fleet in Cavite, while the 
German and French vessels took their positions north- 
ward of the city. Dewey noted this carefully, and just 
to make sure that the German vessels, in particular, 
would not or could not do any mischief, he sent the 
Petrel and the Concord to the vicinity of the German 
vessels. On the morning of the 10th, the two American 
ships moved closer 10 the mouth of the Pasig” evidently 
to stand guard over the city while Dewey and Merritt 
were busy plotting the course of action to be taken 
În the attack on Manila. Up to the “battle” of Manila, 
the German vessels observed strict neutrality. When 
the “battle” was over, Dewey thanked particularly the 
French Admiral for observing strict neutrality and pru- 
dence during the trying days when his nerves were 
frayed by von Diedrichs’ persistent attempts to embar- 
Fass him. Dewey knew that the French Admiral sym- 
pathized with the Spaniards, yet he also was aware that 
the French officer conducted himself in such an im- 
partial manner as to elicit admiration from him. 


“Admiral,” the Frenchman said, “you must allow 
те to congratulate you that in all your conduct of af- 
irs here you have not made a single mistake.” 


“Oh, yes, I have,” Dewey answered. “I made one— 
should have sunk that squadron over there," and 
ited to the German fleet.” 
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But von Diedrichs, his wounded pride rankling 
within, decided to put one over on Dewey. At 6 P.M. 
after the surrender of Manila, von Diedrichs’ Kaiserin 
Augusta slipped quietly out of the bay without Dewey's 
knowledge. Nor did the German commander give any 
intimation of his intention or destination. It has been 
a naval tradition that the departing vessels should noti- 
fy the senior officers of the neutral war vessels of 
their departure. Naval politeness demands that a de- 
parting neutral vessel should offer to transport dis- 
patches or mails to its ports of destination, particular- 
ly when the cable is cut, as was the case when Dewey 
cut the cables after the battle of Manila Bay. Von Died- 
richs ignored these amenities. He proceeded to Hong 
Kong and here, upon being asked about the conditions 
obtaining in Manila, his men, probably upon instruc- 
tions from the commander, maintained that there was 
no change іп the status of Manila. Obviously, von Died- 
richs’ purpose was to keep the surrender of Manila 
under wraps until after he had sent his cable to Berlin 
describing the fall of the city. Unfortunately for him, 
however, a loquacious Spanish employee of the Ger- 
man commercial house in Manila who arrived with 
the German fleet, could not hold back his tongue and 
told a friend in the British Colony what had actually 
happened in Manila. With а sense for news, his friend 
immediately cabled the news to Washington and Lon- 
don. Thus, von Diedrichs’ attempt to scoop London 
and Washington was foiled 
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MEANWHILE, DEWEY WAITED IMPATIENTLY FOR THE 
arrival of the American troops necessary for the attack 
and occupation of Manila. General Wesley Merritt was 
appointed on May 12, 1898 to command the expedition 
to the Philippines.” Four days later, Dewey was in- 
formed by the Navy Department that several trans- 
ports with troops would be on their way to Manila 
from San Francisco. The troops, numbering 2,500, 
were under the command of Brigadier-General Thomas 
М. Anderson.” On the same day, Merritt wrote Pres- 
ident McKinley urging him to inquire from Dewey the 
pertinent data to make his expedition a success. Mer- 
ritt wanted to know — 


1. the total strength of the Spanish forces іп 
the Philippines ; 
2. the percentage of this force in or around 
Manila: 
3. the percentage of the troops that was Spanish 
‘and the percentage that was Filipino; 
4. the number and caliber of Spanish artillery ; 
5. the possibility of operating field artillery or 
Mountain artillery; 
6, the number of horses to be had in Manila; 
7. the food supplies that must be brought to the 
ilippines; and 
8. if bridge trains were needed and how many." 
Тһе President, through the Departments of State 
the Navy, gave Merritt the necessary data he 
деа before he left for the Philippines. Rounseville 


170 THE CRISIS OF THE REPUBLIC 


Wildman, Consul at Hong Kong, in his report to the 
Secretary of State dated May 19, gave the information 
that there were 21,000 Spanish troops, of whom 4,000 
were Filipinos, and 2,000 volunteers. Of this number, 
all except 1,000, were in Manila. As to mountain muni- 
tions, the Spaniards had ten mountain guns but no 
large field artillery Dewey, however, gave a more 
complete and accurate information, as follows: 

1. Spanish troops of all kinds in the Philippines 
numbered from 35,000 to 40,000; 

2. fifteen thousand of these were in Manila; 

3. about 60% were Spaniards ; 

4. seven 8-centimeter and 
guns were in Manila; 

5. light field guns, instead of mountain guns, 
should be brought along; 

6. it was almost impossible to get horses in Ma- 
nila; 

7. all necessary supplies must be brought; and 

8. it was not necessary to bring bridge trains.” 
At the same time, Dewey said that Cavite was now in 
his hands and that the “discipline and efficiency of the 
Spanish troops was at its lowest.’ 


On June 21, 1898, the Philippine expeditionary 
force being readied at San Francisco was constituted 
into an army corps, known as the Eighth Army Corps, 
under the command of Major-General Wesley Merritt.” 
President McKinley sent Merritt his “Instructions” as a 


two 12-centimeter 
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guide in the conduct of affairs in the Philippines.“ The 
“Instructions” stated that with the destruction of the 
Spanish flotilla in Manila Bay and the occupation of 
the naval station at Cavite, it became necessary for 
the United States to send an army of occupation to 
the Philippines in order, first, to complete the destruc- 
tion of Spanish power in the Philippines, and second, 
to impose peace and order in the islands, The “In- 
structions”, which in effect constituted the American 

icy in the Philippines before the conclusion of the 
у of Paris, then proceeded to lay down rules of 
conduct to be followed by the occupation forces, 
namely: 


1. the American commander should guarantee the 
security of the person and property of the inhabitants 
of the Philippines so long as they perform their duties, 
that is to say, so long as they cooperated with the 
Americans ; 

2. the commander of the American forces should, 
upon his arrival in the Philippines, publish a proclama- 
tion explaining that they came to the Philippines not 
to make war on them but to “protect them in their 
homes, in their employments, and in their personal 
pnd religious rights” 


3, the laws of the conquered territory should соп- 
linue in force until revoked by the occupying power; 


4. if, however, the action of the people demanded 
adoption of measures to preserve peace and order, 
commander had the right to take measures such 
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as substitution of Filipino officials with those of his 
own choice and the creation of courts of justice. In 
exercising these powers, however, the commander 
should be “guided by his judgment and his experience 
and a high sense of justice”; 

5. the commander should hold, but not to destroy, 
except in extreme military necessity, all public prop- 
erty; 

6. the commander should protect, so far as it was 
possible, churches and buildings used for religious wor- 
ship, schoolhouses, historical monuments and archives 
or any work of art or science; 

7. the commander should respect private proper- 
ty, which may be confiscated only “as hereafter indi- 
cated.” Means of transportation and communication 
belonging to private individuals or corporations, may 
be seized but not retained, except to be destroyed 
in accordance with military necessity; 

8, taxes and duties paid by the Filipinos and other 
foreigners to the Spanish Government must hence- 
forth be paid to the army of occupation. The money 
thus collected shall be used for paying the expenses 
of the occupation government; and 

9. private property taken by the army for its use 
must be paid for in cash “at a fair valuation.” If cash 
was not possible, receipts should be issued. 

The first expeditionary force under General An- 
derson left Honolulu on June 4. On the 28th, the Bal- 
timore met the transports at Cape Епрайо to escort 
them to Manila Bay. Dewey was partly relieved of his 
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anxiety when the first wave of troops arrived in Manila 
Bay on June 30th. They were immediately landed at 
Cavite and given headquarters. But these troops were, 
in the mind of Dewey, not sufficient to make his posi- 
tion secure, what with the German fleet exhibiting a 
menacing attitude and the Filipino rebels showing their 
impatience to attack Manila. His anxiety was natural. 
On June 18, Secretary John D. Long of the Navy cabled 
him that a powerful Spanish fleet under the command 
of Admiral Camara was sailing to the east.” It was 
not known where the Spanish fleet would go and 
Dewey, realizing his rather weak position in case the 
Spanish squadron arrived to attack him, cabled Wash- 
ington for reinforcements.” In another cable, received 
in Washington on June 27, Dewey suggested that “if 
the coast of Spain was threatened, the squadron of the 
‘enemy would have to return.” Acting on this sugges- 
tion, the Navy Department, on June 29, promptly leak- 
ed out the news that Commodore Watson's squadron 
would attack the Spanish coast. The effect of this 
planted news was electric : on July 8, Admiral Cémara’s 
fleet hastily reentered the Suez and on the 11th it left 
for Cartagena on the way back to Spain. Dewey's cri- 
М» was over." 

Slowly, Dewey's worries thinned away as more 
American troops arrived. On July 17, General Francis 
У. Greene's second expeditionary force arrived and ће 
ps were landed at Paraiaque, midway between Ma- 
в and Cavite’ The Isabel and the Rápido, both cap- 
from the Spaniards, and some lighters efficient- 
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iy landed the troops, while the Callao was placed in 
a position to protect the disembarking troops.* On the 
same day, General Anderson boarded a boat and recon- 
noitered the shore of Manila in search of a place where 
the American troops could be sheltered.“ Anderson 
had previously examined the Spanish position and had 
decided what the base operations and the nature of 
his campaign would be. As the highest field officer, he 
decided that the base of operations should be within 
the protecting arm of the American fleet, in as health- 
ful a surrounding as possible, and accessible to the 
trenches. He found the ideal base in what was former- 
ly a peanut field whose soil was sandy loam and which 
was some four feet above sea level. Shrubs and trees 
protected the site from the sea winds. It was here, 
then, that Camp Dewey was established. Greene made 
this camp his headquarters, but Anderson retained his 
headquarters at Cavite." 


In and around the city were some 13,000 Spanish 
troops,” while the rebels in superior numbers who had 
learned much from their previous experience in fight- 
ing the Spaniards were holding a line along the beach 
near the outer Spanish defenses” The advance made 
by the Filipino rebels during the period when Dewey 
was worrying over the German provocations — and 
after — redounded to the benefit of the Americans, for 
while the rebels were holding off the Spaniards the 
Americans were forming their lines and advancing un- 
molested to a strategic position. It was Dewey's policy, 
concurred in by Merritt who had meanwhile arrived 
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on July 25," not to provoke a conflict with the Span- 
їагаѕ before a combined land and naval attack could 
be mounted against them. Dewey's policy was based 
оп two sound reasons: first, the danger of possible 
German intervention was not yet passed, and second, 
he was already secretly conducting negotiations with 
the Spanish governor-general for the surrender of Mani- 
la." But the very positions of the opposing forces and 
their propinquity to each other made skirmishes inevi- 
table. Merritt, who sadly lacked Dewey's tact and diplo- 
macy, decided that the offensive, if made at all, should 
һе conducted along the Manila Bay shore. But since 
the Filipinos occupied the enviable position, they 
should, in the opinion of Merritt, be told to move 
‘over to give way to the American troops.” Since Dewey 
and, of course, Merritt, had instructions not to have 
any direct communication with Aguinaldo,” both Amer- 
Кап commanders now deemed it convenient to ignore 
their Filipi allies not only because the American 
military position was secure, but also because Merritt 
0d Dewey had been secretly dickering with the Span- 
ish governor-general regarding the peaceful or at least 
азу surrender of Manila, a condition both Dewey and 
Merritt knew would be fulfilled" Merritt had pre- 
Viously wanted — and sought — Aguinaldo's coopera- 
Ion“ and Anderson, too, had written Aguinaldo asking 
the latter for cooperation. The letter, dated at Cavite, 
July 4, 1898, said: 


I have the honor to inform you that the United 
‘States of America, whose land forces I have the honor 
| to command in this vicinity, being at war with the 
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Kingdom of Spain, has entire sympathy and most 
friendly sentiments for the native people of the Phil- 
ірріпе Islands. 

For these reasons I desire to have the most ami- 
cable relations with you, and to have you and your 
people cooperate with us in military operations 
against the Spanish forces. 

In our operations it has become necessary for us 
to occupy the town of Cavite as base of operations. 
In doing this 1 do not wish to interfere with your 
residence here and the exercise by yourself and other 
native citizens of all functions and privileges not in- 
consistent with military rule. 

1 would be pleased to be informed at once of any 
misconduct of soldiers under my command, as it is 
ithe intention of my Government to maintain order 
and to treat all citizens with justice, courtesy, and 
kindness. 

1 have therefore the honor to ask your excellency 
to instruct your officials not to interfere with my of- 
ficers in the performance of their duties and not to 
assume that they can not visit Cavite without per- 
mission. 


This assumption by the Americans of a friendly atti- 
tude impressed Aguinaldo and, in a reply dated July 6, 
he assured the American commander that he had al- 
ready ordered “ту people not to interfere in the least 
with your officers and men.” In so far, therefore, 
as Aguinaldo was concerned there was at the time an 
amicable relation existing between him and the Amer- 
ican commanders. Anderson and Merritt, together with 
Dewey and later Greene, had sought Aguinaldo's coop- 
eration in a drive against the Spaniards. But by the 
early part of August or, at the earliest, toward the end 
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of July 1898, Merritt as supreme commander of the 
American land forces, had changed his attitude from 
опе of friendship to one of hostility. Hypocritically, 
Merritt wanted it known that he was ignoring Aguinal- 
do, when in reality he wanted the latter's full coopera- 
tion. Consequently, he sent his Chief of Staff in the 
afternoon of July 28 to General Greene with a verbal 
message asking Greene to “persuade the insurgents, if 
possible, to evacuate a portion of their trenches." The 
message emphasized that the request should be made 
оп Greene's own responsibility and without intimating 
that he, Greene, “had any instructions to this effect” 
from Merritt.” 


Acting on these verbal instructions, Greene sent 
his orderly who knew Spanish well to General Mariano 
Noriel, the Filipino commander of the sector, to ask 
Noriel to see Greene on matters of common interest. 
In about an hour, the American orderly returned with 
Моге! and his adjutant-general, both of whom were 
“wearing handsome uniforms and equipments.” Greene 
knew that the question of asking the rebels to move 
‘out of their trenches in order to give way to the Amer- 
jean troops was a delicate one, particularly because 
the Filipinos were a sensitive people and because hav- 
ing achieved something against the Spaniards they 
would not, if brusquely ordered about, accede to his 
west. So he concocted a plausible excuse, namely, 
the old 6inch columbiad which Noriel had in his 
was already obsolete and “very ineffectual 
inst the Spanish artillery.” Such being the case, he 
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suggested that if Noriel would evacuate his trenches to 
about 400 yards from the shore he would give the Fili- 
pino rebels “fine pieces of modern artillery” which 
would prove effective against the common enemy.” 
Either because he was naive or because he sincerely 
believed in the good intentions of the Americans, 
Noriel took the bait and considered the idea favorably. 
As an afterthought, however, he added that he had 
to consult Aguinaldo on so important a matter. Press- 
ing his advantage, Greene told Noriel to telegraph 
Aguinaldo, then in Bacood, some eleven miles to the 
rear, and to give the answer that night.” 


Noriel, realizing the significance of the American 
offer, sent his adjutant-general posthaste to Aguinaldo. 
The Filipino officer sloshed his way to the latter's head- 
quarters at Bakood through the blinding rain and 
sticky mud. At past 2 А.М. of July 29, he arrived at 
Greene's headquarters and made known Aguinaldo's 
decision. It was the considered opinion of the Filipino 
leader that the request should be made in writing, 
which request would then be approved." Greene, fight- 
ing for time, saw himself in a difficult situation. On 
the one hand, Merritt wanted the immediate evacua- 
tion of the Filipino trenches so that the American foot 
soldiers could occupy them preparatory to an attack 
оп the Spaniards. On the other, Aguinaldo’s request 
was unexpected and to comply with it would be to 
give Aguinaldo a bargaining power in asking for recog- 
nition of Filipino aspiration, i.e., independence. Greene 
wriggled out of the tight spot he was in by promising 
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to accede to Aguinaldo’s request after the evacuation 
of the trenches by the Filipino troops. Aguinaldo, 
still relying on the faith of his allies, agreed to with- 
draw his troops from the trenches and to wait for 
the written request. At eight that morning, Greene 
ordered units of his troops to occupy the vacated 
trenches.” Needless to emphasize, Greene never made 
good his promise. When the Americans hoisted their 
flag over the evacuated trenches along Tambo, Pasay, 
Baclaran, and Parafiaque, Noriel rushed to Aguinaldo's 
headquarters and tearfully remonstrated : “Look, Gen- 
eral, if we don’t watch out, thev will be replacing our 
flags with their own all over the country!” 


The arrival of more American troops worried Agui- 
paldo no end. He wondered why, in spite of the fact 
that the Spaniards were then at the mercy of the re- 
bels, the American troops kept pouring on in numbers. 
Aguinaldo was not alone in his suspicions of ultimate 
American intentions. Generals Artemio Ricarte and 
Pio del Pilar expressed their misgivings to Aguinaldo 
йз to the true nature of the American policy. In a 
telegram dated August 6, Ricarte warned Aguinaldo “to 
һе careful because it seems that the Americans want 
fo fool us.” At the same time, Del Pilar suggested 
Ло Ricarte that batteries be mounted along the route 
Marikaban, Pasong Santol, and other places in or- 
to prevent the Americans from passing through 
|” Merritt himself was aware of the undercurrent 
feeling among е rebels, for in his cable to Wash- 
ın, dated August 1, he said succinctly: 
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Situation difficult. Insurgents have announced 

in ıt government; some are us idly, 

ing they will not be permitted to enter Manila with 

my troops. Will jom Dewey in note demanding sur- 

render, with assurance of protection from insurgents. 
It may be important to have my whole force be- 


fore attacking if necessary to hold insurgents while 
we fight Spanish. 


The Americans, once in occupation of the Fili- 
pino trenches, began improving their positions and 
line of communication. They found out, however, that 
the trenches were not to their liking because “they 
were not well located.” Consequently, they fortified 
themselves in a position about 100 yards nearer Fort 
San Antonio Abad, thus shortening the distance be 
tween them and the Fort to about 1,000 yards." For 
three successive days, they threw up earthworks un- 
der the very noses of the Spanish defenders at the Fort 
without being disturbed by the enemy. But at the end 
of the third day, the Spanish troops at the Fort real- 
ized to their mortification that the intrenchments the 
Americans were putting up were formidable and con- 
sequently posed a danger to their position. On the night 
of July 31, they started firing at the American troops. 
The night was dark and blinding rains splashed over 
the harassed Americans, and for a time they were un- 
nerved. For two hours, the Spaniards fired their mus- 
kets and artillery, now and then disconcerting the 
enemy but unable to demoralize him. When the firing 
ceased, the Americans had suffered a loss of ten killed 
and thirty wounded.” This preliminary skirmish taught 
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the Americans а good lesson in tropical warfare: hith- 
erto accustomed to a terrain of their own choice and 
liking, they now found themselves almost swimming 
in their trenches, the ground so muddy that the wheels 
of their guns, recoiling after each volley, sunk deep 
into the mud.” With this experience, they had pre- 
pared themselves for the arduous task of pacifying the 
Filipinos in the years to come. 


For four more nights, the Spaniards continued 
their sniping attacks against the Americans. Greene 
then ordered his men “not to precipitate an engage- 
ment and not to reply to the fire, except so far as to 
defend” themselves. The reason was that there were 
not enough men to spare, so that no attacks were to 
be made “until more troops arrived.’ 


Admiral Dewey who had in the meanwhile antici- 
pated such skirmishes posted the Boston about a mile 
off the Manila Bay shore with instructions to bombard 
the Spanish defenses should Greene ask for help. At 
the same time, however, he made known his desire to 
avoid fighting with the enemy at such a date if it could 
be helped,” Fortunately, Greene scrupulously refrained 
from asking help from the Boston. 


Meanwhile, the third expedition, under the com- 
им! of General Arthur MacArthur, arrived in the bay 
July 31." Slashing rains and heavy surfs in the 
delayed the disembarkation of the troops, It was 
until August 7 that all men and equipment hit the 
А. The men of the third expeditionary force 
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were posted partly in Parañaque and partly in Cavite” 
No sooner had the foot soldiers been quartered than 
they began to chafe under the tropical conditions they 
were unaccustomed to, Their movements, moreover, 
were circumscribed, for only a thousand yards from 
them were the Spanish enemy whose eyes were glued 
on them. Consequently, the men expressed their de- 
sire, through General Greene, to “sail їп” and fight the 
enemy at once. Dewey, however, would not hear 
of it, contending that a premature attack might result 
in a loss of prestige and lives, for he believed that 
neither the navy nor the army was fully prepared for 
battle.” In reality, Dewey and Merritt were already 
conducting secret negotiations with the Spanish gov- 
ernor-general for the surrender of Manila — a proceed- 
ing that was known only to Merritt and Dewey. Not 
even Generals Anderson, Greene, and MacArthur were 
privy to this secret diplomacy.” 

With MacArthur's arrival, the American military 
forces were reorganized to make them more effective 
in the coming combat to wrest the Walled City from 
the Spaniards. The Second Division of the Eighth 
Army Corps, commanded by General Thomas Ander- 
son, had the following components: 


First Brigade: Brig. Gen. Arthur MacArthur, com- 
manding. It was composed of the Thirteenth Minne- 
sota, the Astor Light Battery, two battalions of the 
Twenty-Third, one battalion of the Fourteenth, two 
battalions of the First North Dakota, two battalions 
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of the First Idaho, and one battalion of the Wyoming 
Volunteers. 


Second Brigade: Brig. Gen. Francis V. Greene, 
commanding. It was composed of the First California, 
the First Colorado, the Second Oregon, the Tenth Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers, the Utah Light Battery, two bat- 
talions of the Eighteenth Infantry, two battalions of 
the Third Artillery, and a company of the Corps of 
Engineers. Slight changes were, however, made imme- 
diately before the attack on Manila.” 


Тһе position of the American army on the day of 
the attack on the Walled City may be summarized as 
follows: the Americans occupied a line along the shore 
Jess than three-quarters of a mile long and fronting the 
Spanish line” Almost parallel to this, the Filipino 
forces, numbering around 8,000, and under the com- 
mand of General Mariano Noriel, occupied the area 
from the Camino Real (now General Luna Street) to 
Pasay, thus protecting the right flank of the American 
line.” Including the forces that were besieging the 
Walled City, the Filipino line ran from Parafiaque to 
Malabon, a distance-of some seven miles or more." 


TSI MILITARY PREPARATIONS, SO WELL CONCEIVED 
the time the first expedition left San Francisco and 
‘ived in Manila Bay on June 30, 1898, was obviously 
in the belief that the Walled City and its defenses 
well-nigh impregnable to troops unsupported by 
vy Шегу From the outside, the Americans 
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saw that the city fortifications consisted of walls de- 
signed to beat off naval or land attacks. The length of 
the east and the south walls totaled 4,900 feet. They 
were heavily built of masonry and measured from fif- 
teen to twenty-five feet wide at the top. А moat sur- 
rounded the outer wall and was filled with debris and 
offal, Between the outer and the inner walls was an- 
other moat some 120 to 150 feet wide. Inside the in- 
ner moat were three bastions connected with the walls 
by foot bridges. Guns were mounted on these bastions 
and walls, thus making the defenses of the Walled 
City practically impregnable.” Dungeons abounded un- 
derneath the walls and consisted of three compart- 
ments, two of which measured thirty by twenty feet, 
and the other fifty by twenty-five feet. Causeways of 
solid masonry connected the three compartments with 
one another." 


‘The system of walls, patterned after the medieval 
castle-fort, had six gates. Almost opposite the south 
gate, in the suburb of Malate, stood Fort San Antonio 
‘Abad which, like the Walled City, had walls and a moat. 
Tt occupied an acre of ground and stood about 900 feet 
inland from the Manila Bay shore. In the outlying 
suburb of Ermita, immediately south of the Luneta, 
were earthworks thrown up by the Spaniards in an 
attempt to thwart any American naval attack. These 
earthworks ran parallel to the shore and were some 
200 to 500 feet distant from it. Barricades six feet high 
and six feet wide at the top ran across the Camino 
Real which stretched from the southern gate of the 
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Walled City to Parafiaque. Three of these barricades 
stood between the shore and Fort San Antonio Abad. 
Along the Camino Real was a trench extending from 
the beach to the east at a distance of some 700 feet. 
This tench served as a barricade to protect Malate 
from the American enemy." 


Outposts or blockhouses dotted those places 
where the Spaniards reigned supreme. These block- 
houses were practically of the same plan but of dif- 
ferent materials. A few were of stone, while most were 
of wood. An average blockhouse was two stories high, 
about thirty feet square, usually constructed оп a 
high ground, and sloping from the base outward at 
wn angle of fifty degrees. The corners were made of 
fen-inch timber to which were nailed heavy planks, 
inside and outside. The space between the planks was 
filled with earth and stones to protect the defenders 
from bullets. Each of the stories had holes through 
Which the rifleman could fire at the enemy outside." 


These fortifications no doubt impressed the 
Americans who thought the Walled City and its de- 
fenses impregnable. The fact was that the Spanish 
defenses were much weaker than was suspected. Fort 
Antonio Abad, formidable though it looked from 
outside, was antiquated and its efficacy doubtful 
proved by the ease with which the British in 1762 
barded it at will. The blockhouses, which ringed 
suburbs from Fort San Antonio to approximately 
їо, between Tondo and Kalookan, were each 
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guarded by only an officer and seventy-five enlisted 
men. The artillery, on the other hand, was of the poor- 
est kind, most of which were of bronze от iron of the 
18th century vintage. The walls which impressed the 
Americans so much were defended by only three bat- 
teries located at the bastions of San Diego, Del Plano, 
and Fort Santiago. The San Diego battery consisted 
of eight bronze cannons with a range of 3,600 meters; 
that of Del Plano consisted of five old iron mortars 
with a maximum range of 4,000 meters; and that of 
Fort Santiago had six bronze cannons with a range of 
3,600 meters." The strength, then, of the Spanish de- 
fenses was more theoretical than actual. It was no 
wonder that the hapless Augustin and, later, Jaudenes, 
saw fit to warn the Spanish Government of the futility 
of defending the city from the rapidly increasing Amer- 
ican strength. 

Though of sufficient strength to invest and take 
the city by a frontal attack, especially as more than 
5,000 Filipino rebels had ringed the Walled City and 
had command of the water and supply routes," Dewey, 
the brilliant diplomat, thought it not only wise but 
prudent to take the city not by arms, but by diplomacy. 
He knew that the highest Spanish authority inside the 
Walls was not in a position to give effective battle, 
for most of the Spanish soldiers were cooped up and 
huddled in the Walled City and food and water sup- 
plies were running ош." Realizing his helplessness, 
Governor-General Basilio Augustin early in May inti- 
mated to Dewey, through the British Consul, Mr. Raw- 
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son-Walker, that he was not averse to surrendering 
the Walled City to him. But Dewey then was not in 
4 position to occupy the city and so turned down Augus- 
Ип offer.” Two months later, in July, Augustin and 
Dewey, who was this time disposed to negotiate with 
the former owing to the arrival of fresh troops, started 
negotiations, through an intermediary, Belgian Con- 
sul Edouard Е. André, for the surrender of Manila.” 
André executed his delicate job in an exemplary man- 
ner: he brought Augustin’s verbal messages to Dewey 
‘and Dewey's to Augustin. Nobody, except Dewey him- 
self, believed he would succeed in his negotiations with 
Augusti When the Spanish Government learned of 
Augustin’s plan to surrender the cit ‘ithout a fight, 
И! relieved him as governor-general in a telegram dated 
ly 24, and ordered his second in command, General 
wmin Jaudenes, to succeed him. Jaudenes took 
т the command on August 4 and from that time on 
American commanders dcalt with him." Jaudenes, 
his predecessor, knew that it was only a matter 
lime before the Spaniards, poorly armed and highly 
wralized, ™ would find inglorious defeat in battle. 
ertheless, like Augustin, he had to save face in 
dance with the Spanish code of honor. He there- 
insisted, during the numerous pourparlers be- 
the attack on Manila, that there should be a 
battle during which the Olympia would raise 
International code signal “D. W. Н. B.”, meaning 
ider”, and the Spaniards would then hoist the 
ie fag at the southwest corner of the Walled City." 
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oops enter Manila without permission from the 
American commander. On this side of the Pasig River 
you will be under fire.” Thus, what auspiciously 
began as a romantic alliance degenerated into an un- 
wasy, and ultimately, mutually hostile combination. 


Jaudenes further insisted that the Filipino rebels 
should be excluded from participating in the surrender 
of Manila, that is, they should not be allowed to enter 
the city in force." Merritt and Dewey accepted the 
terms and even promised to “hold [the] insurgents” 
while the mock battle was being enacted." There аге 
two reasons why the Spaniards insisted on the exclu- 
sion of the Filipino troops from participating in the 
surrender of Manila. The first is the fear that neither 
the Americans nor the Filipino officers would succeed 
in restraining the rebels from “taking inhuman ге- 
venge such as looting the goods, killing their men, 
and abusing their women.”™ The second, and prob- 
ably the more plausible and cogent, is that the Span- 
iards, having been accustomed to ordering the Fili- 
pinos about and looking down upon them as uncivil- 
ized indios, could not now accept them as their con- 
querors and tormentors. Whatever the reason or 
reasons for the exclusion of the Filipinos from parti- 
cipating in the surrender of Manila, the fact remains 
that Merritt, who at first considered the Filipinos as 
indispensable allies, now turned against them by agree- 
ing to prevent them from picking the fruit of their hon- 
est endeavor. Such was Merritt's “apostasy” that on the 
eve of the mock assault on Manila, he ordered Gen- 
eral Anderson, the division commander, to warn Agui- 
naldo that the impending “battle” was strictly between 
the Spaniards and the Americans.” The morning of 
‘August 13, Anderson, acting upon superior order, sent 
a telegram to Aguinaldo, saying: “Do not let your 


With this secret understanding, unknown even 10 
the field commanders, Dewey and Merritt finally de 
vided that the attack on Manila should be launched on 
August 10. Merritt's original plan was for Anderson 
fo attack the Spaniards at once if he was sure of suc- 
cess” But Anderson and Greene had alternative 
plans. The first was to make San Pedro Makati the 
American base of operations and the second was to 
‘attack the Spanish positions from the Manila Bay side. 
The first plan necessitated the difficult transfer of ar- 
Шегу to a far place, thus making the base inaccessible 
to the effective range of the naval guns. Anderson fa- 
\ored this plan, but Greene demurred and suggested 
the alternative plan of attacking from the bay shore. 
‘There was a stalemate for a time, but Merritt favored 
pene’s plan." 


Оп August 7, Dewey and Merritt, through the Bri- 
Vice Consul, Н. A. Ramsden, issued a joint ulti- 
um to Jaudenes saying that “land and naval forces 
the United States” would commence operations 
inst the defenses of Manila at “any time after the 
ration of the forty-eight hours from the hour of 
by you of this communication, or sooner if 
necessary by an attack on your part.” The ulti- 
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matum proceeded to request the harassed Spanish gov- 
ernor-general to “remove all non-combatants from the 
сіу." The ultimatum was handed to Jaudenes by 
Vice Consul Ramsden at 12:30 P.M., and soon after 
the receipt of the ultimatum Jaudenes issued a pro- 
clamation directing the ways and means by which the 
non-combatants could be given shelter in the caves 
and posterns of the Walled City." At the same time, 
he answered Dewey and Merritt's ultimatum by stating 
that he had no “places of refuge for the increased num- 
bers of wounded, sick, women and children who are 
now lodged within the walls.” Without waiting for 
the American commanders’ answer, Jaudenes, on Aug- 
ust 8, convoked the Board of Authorities to ascertain 
from the members the reaction of the populace to the 
impending danger implicit in the American ultimatum. 
In this meeting, the president of the Audiencia, its fis- 
cal, the intendant of the treasury, the mayor of Ma- 
nila, the civil governor, and the secretary of the gov- 
ernment advanced various opinions, namely, (1) that 
there must be a fight; (2) that the city populace was 
demoralized; (3) that the military plaza could not be 
relied upon and, therefore, it was advisable to ask for 
an honorable surrender before actual damage could 
be inflicted on the city and its inhabitants; (4) that 
the Spanish Government would not hear of such sur- 
render without resistance and, therefore, resistance 
should be prolonged as much as possible; (5) that re- 
sistance should be offered in order to have а bargaining 
power with the enemy; and (6) that the honor of the 
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Spanish army should be upheld by heroic defense." In 
view of these varying opinions, Jaudenes thought it 
wise to wait for the morrow. 


On the 9th, Dewey and Merritt again issued an ap- 
peal to Jaudenes asking him to surrender the city. 
‘The appeal read: 


The inevitable sulfering in store for the wounded, 
sick, women and children, in the event that it becomes 
‘our duty to reduce the defences of the walled town 
in which they are gathered, will, we feel assured, ap- 
peal successfully to the sympathies of a General cap- 
able of making the determined and prolonged ге 
sistance which Your Excellency has exhibited after the 
Joss of your Naval forces and without hope of succor, 
We therefore submit, without prejudice to the 
Щр sentir ıs of honor and duty which Your Ex- 
ellency entertains, that surrounded on every side as 
you are by а constantly increasing force, with a pow- 
erful fleet in your front and deprived of all prospect 
ûf reinforcement and assistance, a most useless sac- 
rifice of life would result in the event of an attack, 
and therefore every consideration of humanity makes 
it imperative that you should not subject your city 
to the horrors of a bombardment. Accordingly we 
demand the surrender of the city of Manila and the 
Spanish forces under your command. 
In the face of this threat of bombardment and 
ıd for the surrender of the city, Jaudenes, on the 
day, August 9, convoked the Council of Defense 
laid squarely before it the immediate problem 
ronting them. A discussion ensued in which seven 
il members voted for capitulation; three main- 
that the situation was hopeless but that ihe 
се should Ье made by the outer defenses; three 


members wanted to prolong the conflict unti! 
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after the collapse of the outer defenses; the major- 
general of the corps of engineers opined that the outer 
defenses would not be able to hold their lines, but that 
the resistance should be continued in order to have a 
bargaining power with the enemy; and the commander 
of artillery maintained that the military plaza did not 
have the means with which to resist an attack, but 
still, he thought, there should be a semblance of re- 
sistance against the enemy.™ 


In the face of this conflict of opinions, Jaudenes 
decided to delay, as much as possible, the inevitable 
‘American action against the city. He asked for suf- 
ficient time to consult with his Government,” but 
Dewey and Merritt, seeing through the ruse, declined 
to “grant the time requested.” Jaudenes appeared 
desperate. In another meeting held the same day, this 
time by the foreign Consuls іп Manila and the Spanis!: 
State and Church officials, to consider the “deplor= 
able state of affairs then existing”, all the Consuls, ex- 
cept the German, urged the “surrender of Manila with- 
out resistance.” The Spanish State and Church offi- 
cials agreed with the opinion of the majority that the 
“Jong and successful repulsion of the beleaguering 
insurgents and the long self-denial of the city, had 
fully satisfied Spanish honor” and, therefore, “sur- 
render was most honorable, as it would save the lives 
of non-combatants.”™ At this point, the German Con- 


sul took the floor and said that he “could not agree 
that Spanish honor was satisfied.” The Spaniards, 


easily flattered by the remark, regained their courage 
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and decided then and there not to surrender the city 
without a fight.” 


As the exchange of notes between Jaudenes and 
the American commanders continued, much activity 
in the bay was observed by the American watchers. 
Several launches towing lighters out of the bay were 
spied and aroused the surprise and wonder of the 
watchers. It was also observed that the Spanish sol- 
diers were piling up their breastworks higher and high- 
er but without firing a single shot at the Americans. 
It had not been like this before when the Spaniards 
at Fort San Antonio used to single out the Americans 

jd rained them with bullets from their Mausers. This 
silent activity led the American foot soldiers to believe 
that the enemy had at long last grown tired of firing 
thelv rifles, and so instead of hiding behind their 
frenches they began promenading in full view of the 
ards. The abrupt silence of the latter and the 
tivity continued to excite the interest of the 
erieans, Their interest deepened when, on August 
ign warships maneuvered toward Cavite. 
езе and British vessels anchored near the 
jean fleet off Cavite, while the French and the 
man warships remained off the breakwater. There 
ап ominous silence in the bay, while Red Cross 
waved in the beleaguered city. The ultimatum 
at half past twelve on the afternoon of the 9th, 
wothing happened. The soldiers, quite as much as 
military brass and the newspaper correspondents 
Knew the terms of the ultimatum, were at a loss 
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to explain the delay in the attack on Manila. Every- 
thing had been worked out: MacArthur's brigade was 
in Parahaque waiting for the go-signal to attack; so 
was Greene's brigade. What were they waiting for? 
Some “wise guys” remembered the story of how a 
loaded mule had stopped a whole army corps in its 
tracks. Was it possible that Captain Conor and his 
corps of engineers had not as yet completed the bam- 
boo trestles on the beach which would serve as a bridge 
so that the foot soldiers could cross the stream that 
separated them from Fort San Antonio? Could thi 
be the loaded mule that was stopping them from at- 
tacking the fort? But the trestles, the knowing ones 
knew, had been finished days before. The delay in the 
attack on the fort made the men fidgety. 

The ice was broken when, on August 10, the men 
on shore saw the signal flags from the mast of the 
Olympia with the message “The attack is post- 
poned.'™ General disappointment came ov 
and the sailors, for they had been wa 
months for just such opportunity to meet the enemy 
in deadly combat, not knowing that the deadly combat 
they had been expecting was nothing but a dress re 
hearsal for the surrender. For the next two days, the 
anxious combat men waited impatiently for the final 
order to begin the battle. On the 12th, their anxiety 
was relieved when it was announced that the attack 
would commence the following day.” 

August is a month of intense heat and slashing 
rains. On the night of the 12th the rains fell inter- 
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mittently, the air was listless, and the thermometer 
reading was in the vicinity of the eighties.“ That after- 
noon the Astor Battery was ordered to move up front. 
This was the moment the soldiers had been waiting 
for. Like children given the go-signal to play with 
their toy weapons, the men marched off dragging their 
guns, followed by carabao carts full of ammunition. 
Тһе Division general and the brigade command- 
ers ordered their men to prepare for action at ten 
o'clock the following morning. Thus, in preparation 
for the big moment, General Greene issued the follow- 
ing order to his men:™ 


All troops that have been furnished with brown 
canvas uniforms will wear them, and officers may at 
their discretion wear the sam blue shirts, provided 
they wear shoulder straps. * * * Each man will carry 
his rifle, bayonet belt, haversack, canteen апа 200 
rounds of ammunition, the belt being full and the 
rest in his haversack. * * * In firing, the ammunition 
in the haversacks will be used first, and that in the 
belts reserved until the last, 


Upon instructions of General Merritt, Anderson 
divided the American forces into the following:™ 


‘The first Brigade under the command of General 
MacArthur was to advance to a narrow sector held by 
the Filipino forces opposite Blockhouse 14, the Astor 
шегу and one Utah gun to move to the extreme right 
the river. The Filipino earthworks were to be 
pied by some American battalions, the rest of the 
гас to be kept as reserves near Pasay. 
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The Second Brigade under the command of Gen- 
eral Greene was to advance up front. Seven battalions 
were to remain in the trenches, while the remaining 
eight were to be held as reserves between Pasay and 
the lines. To the right of the brigade, the Utah Battery 
of seven guns and three navy guns were to be posted 
for the protection of the brigade's right wing. 


That same day, General Merritt issued his memo- 
randum to the field officers :™ 


The navy under Rear-Admiral Dewey is to sail at 
nine o'clock in the morning, August 13, moving up 
to the different positions assigned the warships, and 
open fire about ten AM. The troops are to hold 
themselves in readiness, as already agreed upon, to 
advance on the enemy in front, occupying ће en- 
trenchments after they are so shaken as to make the 
advance practicable without a serious disadvantage 
to our troops. In case the navy is delayed in disabling 
the enemy's guns and levelling the works, no advance 
is to be made by the army unless ordered from these 
headquarters. In the event of a white flag being dis- 
played on the angle of the walled city, or prominent- 
ly anywhere else in sight, coupled with a cessation 
of firing on our part, it will mean surrender, as the 
admiral proposes, after having fired a satisfactory 
number of shots, to move up toward the walled city 
and display the international signal “Surrender.” If 
a white flag is displaved, this will be an answer to 
his demand, and the trocps will advance in geed or- 
der and quietly. 


These headquarters will be on board the Záfiro, 
which has been placed at the disposition of the com- 
manding general by the admiral. Six companies of 
the Second Oregon Regiment now quartered at Cavite 
will accompany these headquarters, to be used i 
cupying and keeping order in the walled city in the 
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event of necessity. If the white flag is displayed, 

the admiral will send his flag-lieutenant pony НА, 

companied by a staff officer from these headquarters, 

who will bring the word as to the proposition made by 
е enemy. 


The troops in the meantime will advance and, en- 
tering the enemy's works by the left flank, move into 
such positions as may be assigned them by orders 
from these headquarters. This is not intended to in- 
terdict the entrance, if possible, by the First Brigade 
ог part of the troops, over the enemy's works оп the 


right. 


It is intended that these results shall be accom- 
plished without a loss of life, and while the firing 
continues from the enemy with their heavy guns, or 
if there is an important fire from their entrench- 
ments, the troops will not attempt an advance unless 
ordered from these headquarters, 


In the event of unfavorable weather for the serv- 
ice of guns on board ship, the action will be delayed 
until further orders. 

MacArthur, particularly, was ordered to post 
wds in the trenches of Blockhouse 14 after dis- 
[ging the Spaniards here, obviously to prevent the 
{їрїп forces from occupying it. He was further di- 
not to allow anybody, save American soldiers, 
pass through Singalong and Paco; to leave a guard 
the bridge of Paco; to take possession of Ayala 

lke ; and establish his headquarters cither in Malate 
{п Ermita. In case of failure, General Greene was to 
detachments to guard the bridges against the Fi 
forces. Greene, on the other hand, was directed 

ince rapidly through Malate and Ermita, around 
Walled City, across the Puente de España and the 
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Colgante Bridge, and on to the residential and business 
districts north of the Pasig, establishing his headquar- 
ters in Binondo. Both Greene and MacArthur were 
explicitly ordered to keep off the Filipino forces from 
the suburbs, but at the same time they were to avoid 
an armed clash with them. This specific order indi- 
cates that Merritt refused to be drawn into a conflict 
with the Filipino forces until after the Spanish enemy 
had been disposed of. 


OLD MANILA OR INTRAMUROS, THE CITY PROPER, LIES 
east of Manila Bay and on the south banks of the Pa- 
sig. North of the banks are the districts of Binondo, 
Tondo, Sta. Cruz, Quiapo, and San Miguel. These were 
then called the arrabal or outskirts of the city. Intra- 
muros was then connected to the north side by the 
Puente de Езрайа. South of the city was an esplanade 
popularly called the Luneta. South of this esplanade 
were the districts of Ermita and Malate, both narrow 
and stretching for a mile and a half to the south along 
the beach. This area was low, marshy, and flat, inter- 
sected by numerous creeks and rivulets which formed 
a network of water courses. The two principal 
streams which bisect the area were the Estero de San 
Antonio Abad, which arose from the swamps in the 
interior and flowed to the bay a few hundred meters 
south of Malate, and the Estero de Tripa Gallina, which 
flowed from Pasig in the east to south of Pasay, thence 
to Parafiaque where it emptied into the bay. Swamps 
flanked the right side of this stream, The skirmish 
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that led to the surrender of Manila took place between 
this stream and Manila Bay.” 


Dark clouds hovered over Manila and the suburbs 
that morning of August 13. Then the rains poured and 
drenched the soldiers. It was rainy season and the 
Americans, unaccustomed to tropical climate, suffered 
from the incessant rains and almost knee-deep mud. 
‘The Filipino rebels, armed to the teeth, were on Mac- 
Arthur's right flank, thus practically immobilising 
him. The day before, MacArthur had instructed Ander- 
son to ask Aguinaldo not to advance his troops when 
the attack commenced, but Aguinaldo had sidestepped 
the request with the laconic “Too late.” ™ 


The plan of attack was for Dewey's fleet to close 
Їо as much as possible to the beach without endanger- 
ing the warships and, together with the Utah Light 
Artillery, bombard Fort San Antonio Abad. At the 
same time, the Astor Battery and a unit of the Utah 
guns on the right were to attack Blockhouse 14 and 
the breastworks in the vicinity. With these areas soft- 
|, General Greene’s Second Brigade was to attack 
the left and MacArthur's First Brigade to attack on 
right." 


At about 9:00 A.M., the American fleet, its battle 

in the breeze, moved cautiously, fol- 
ish steamer carrying the Second Ore- 
which would make a landing at the waterfront in 
û breach was made. The troops were itching for 
in their trenches, but the slashing rain made 
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them uncomfortable. The Olympia, the Raleigh, the 
Monterey, the Petrel, and the Callao, with the Charles- 
ion, the Baltimore, and the Boston as supports, then 
swung into formation. At precisely 9:30, the Olym- 
pia opened fire at For San Antonio Abad, followed a 
little later by the Raleigh, the Petrel, and the Callao.” 
The first shots were short, but soon after the Amer- 
ican gunners found their range. Thereafter, the guns 
of the two brigades began raining shells on the Fort. 
The Spanish answer was weak, for the guns at the 
Luneta and the bastions of the city did not participate 
in the gun duel. At the same time, the insurgents 
blasted away at the Spanish breastworks near Block- 
house 14 and Singalong. The Spaniards answered in 
equal measure, but the victim of Spanish fire was Mac- 
Arthur’s brigade whose guns and positions were con- 
cealed from the enemy. Prudently, MacArthur, to hide 
his intention and position, ordered his men to ignore 
their Spanish tormentors.™ The Utah and Astor Bat- 
teries, however, shelled Blockhouses 13 and 14, thus 
neutralizing and rendering them ineffective. The as- 
saulting columns, lying in wait in their muddy trench- 
es, were then alerted for the assault, but the rain kept 
pouring in torrents, making it impossible for them to 
mount the offensive. Moreover, the warships, owing 
to poor visi „ continued firing in spite of the sig- 
nals from the shore to cease firing” 


With the Spanish defenses rendered ineffective by 
constant artillery fire, Greene decided it was time to 
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move to the attack. At about 10:15 A.M., he gave the 
go-signal to the First Colorado to go over the trenches. 
In the face of the determined Spanish fire coming from 
the trenches off Singalong and Paco, the Americans 
crept forward, while those next to the beach waded 
the waters of the moat and assaulted Fort San Antonio 
Abad. At 10:32, the Olympia signaled its vessels to 
stop firing. Then, followed by the Petrel and the Ra- 
leigh, the ominous dark figure of the flagship sailed 
north of the city.™ 


The Spanish fort could hardly answer the American 
artillery fire. A breach at the rear of the fort served as 
an entrance of the assaulting Americans, who prompt- 
ly captured the Spanish flag and some twenty-one ri- 
Îles, Lieutenant Lister of the First Colorado hauled 
down the Spanish emblem of authority, while Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel McCoy and Captain Brooks, also of the 
First Colorado, hoisted the Stars and Stripes. Exultant 
yells rent the air as the American flag fluttered in the 
breeze in full view of the American soldiers. This was 
the signal for MacArthur to commence his attack on 
the Spanish defenses.” 


With the capture of Fort San Antonio Abad, 
Greene now ordered his Eighteenth Infantry and the 
Third Artillery to advance. Anderson, on the other 
|, saw the opportune moment and telegraphed 
rthur to proceed with his plan of attack. Greene's 
carried on mopping up operations until Malate 
cleared of the enemy. At about 11:00 A.M., Mac- 
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Arthur, learning of the victory of Greene's Brigade to 
the left, ordered his Twenty-third infantry to charge 
at the enemy. At the same time, the Astor Battery and 
the Thirteenth Minnesota assaulted and captured 
Blockhouse 13, while the Twenty-Third Infantry cap- 
tured Blockhouse 14. By 11:45 MacArthur's Brigade 
had cleared out the Spanish first line of defense, while 
at the same time Greene secured the right and center 
of the Spanish second line of defense and had, con- 
sequently, thrown the Spanish right and center on to 
Singalong and Paco, almost directly in front of Mac- 
Arthur's Brigade. It was now apparent that, with 
Blockhouses 13 and 14 in the hands of the Americans 
and only Blockhouse 20 left to fight off the enemy, the 
only remaining hope for the Spaniards was to hold 
on determinedly to Blockhouse 20 and to make an or- 
derly retreat to Manila through the Paco Road. Con- 
sequently, the Spaniards posted a strong contingent at 
Blockhouse 20 to prevent, or at least delay, Mac- 
Arthur's advance to the city. While Blockhouse 20 was 
holding off MacArthur, their main force was to re- 
treat to Manila before Greene could cut it off from the 
rear. ™ 


With contingents from the Thirteenth Minnesota, 
the Twenty-Third Infantry, and the Astor Battery, 
MacArthur's Brigade pushed toward Blockhouse 20 in 
an attempt to secure Singalong. But the Spanish defend- 
ers put up such heroic defense that the attacking Amer- 
icans were stopped in their tracks. Nevertheless, the 
Americans resumed the attack at high noon and by 


SO PROUDLY THEY HELD 203 
1:30 P.M., the Spaniards were observed retreating to- 
ward the city. But by this time, Greene's forces had 
already occupied the area between the city and the 
retreating Spaniards. Anderson, hearing of Mac- 
Arthur’s failure to pursue his advantage, ordered the 
latter to march toward the city by way of Greene's cap- 
tured trenches, but before the telegram could reach 
MacArthur the enemy had already given up his breast- 
works and was heading toward Manila. MacArthur 
then advanced his forces to the north and joined 
геепе'в. The former occupied Malate, while the lat- 
fer continued his march to the city." 


Meanwhile, the Olympia sidled by the other ves- 
sels and at the moment it was observed to be flying 
the signal “D, W. H. В.” For a while nothing could be 
discerned from the parapets of the Walled City. Then 
“м! about 11:20 A.M., Admiral Dewey caught a glimpse 
if а white flag flying at the southwest bastion of the 
Walled City facing the Luneta." At almost the same 
Ilme, а civilian in Greene's Brigade came, shouting: 
The Spaniards have raised a white flag!” General 
‚ followed by a handful of soldiers and news- 
„ galloped into the open Bagumbayan Field. The 
ха, shaped like а hippodrome, was a desolate 
йе and, in front, the gray walls of the city stood 

ingly. The Americans saw that at one corner 
‘the walls а huge white sheet, tied to a bamboo pole, 
waving vibrantly. Sporadic rifle reports could be 
Greene and his men traversed the Camino Real 
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то that part of the city now occupied by the City Най 
and on to the Puerta Real. Leaving his men here, 
Greene, accompanied by his chief of staff, Captain 
Bates, took a carriage and entered the city." 

‘At this point, the Filipino rebels promptly moved 
toward the Walled City obviously for the purpose of 
entering and occupying it. They sometimes mingled 
and crowded with the Americans and the latter had 
to elbow them aside to make their advance easier. 
When the American troops encamped at Ermita and 
Malate toward the bay, the Filipino troops, number- 
ing several thousand, took a position near the rice 
field situated between Ermita and Paco and, finding 
the retreating Spaniards almost parallel to their 
lines, fired at them. A skirmish followed at what 
is now Padre Faura Street near the old Jesuit Observ- 
atory. To escape the raging Filipinos, the Spaniards 
ran toward the city and, in some instances, toward the 
American lines?” 


WHEN THE WHITE FLAG WAS HOISTED, ADMIRAL DEWEY 
sent Flag Lieutenant Brumby ashore, while Gen- 
eral Merritt sent Colonel Whittier as his representative. 
With them was Belgian Consul André" They drove up 
immediately to the Ayuntamiento where they were met 
by Spanish officers with a rough draft of the terms of 
capitulation. Lieutenant Brumby returned to the fleet 
to report to Dewey who, upon being notified of the 
surrender, hoisted the signal “Тһе enemy has surren- 
dered.”*" In spite of the white flag, sporadic firing 
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continued and the Spanish ensign was still being dis- 
played at the northwest bastion of the city in full view 
of the American fleet in the bay. Those inside the city 
heard the firing coming nearer and nearer. At last a 
small group of Spanish soldiers entered the city and 
reported that the insurgents were fighting side by side 
with the Americans. The Spanish officers turned pale 
with fear and began to pace up and down nervously. 
It was suggested that a note be dispatched to General 
Greene, who was then still outside the walls, to have 
him stop the hostilities. Colonel Whittier immediately 
scribbled а note to Greene, who took a carriage and 
entered the city. Greene explained the situation, say- 
ing that owing to the confusion brought about by the 
failure of MacArthur's Brigade to advance as planned 
he was unable to occupy the district north of the Pa- 
sig. To a certain extent, Greene's failure to occupy the 
north of the Pasig was fortunate for the Span- 
Jards, for had he and his forces been somewhere else, 
Лакса of at the gates of Manila, the insurgents would 
Nave had the opportunity to enter the city. 


Meantime, Whittier wrote a note 
Was then at the mouth of the Pasig waiting for an op- 

Mune time to enter the city. Reading Whittier’s 
йе, Merritt at once disembarked at the river bank 
Fort Santiago. Не was followed by the Oregon 
who lost no time in forming a solid line around 
de Palacio (now Plaza McKinley). 
langle formed by the Ayuntamiento and the Ma- 
Cathedral, the Spanish soldiers, “looking as cool 


Merritt, who 
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and neat and dry,” massed before the building where 
the peace negotiations were going on. One or two 
American soldiers of the Oregon Company were stand- 
ing guard near the staircase which, at the moment, was 
thronged with Spanish officials and haggard civilians. 
People went in and came out of the rooms, in one of 
which Merritt and his staff were conferring with the 
Spanish officers. There was an air of informality in 
the whole proceedings and one would not suspect that 
an important historical event was taking place. 50 
many people squeezed into the rooms and talked al- 
most at the same time, the conquered elbowing with 
the conquerors, the uncouth democrats of the United 
States of America jostling with the formal and osten- 
tatious aristocrats of monarchicel Spain. The contrast 
between the two people stood out most perceptibly: 
the easy air of the tall Americans who towered over 
the worn physiognomy of the Spaniards. The Amer- 
ican officers were in their ordinary uniform of gray 
linen, and their swords, dangling beside them, were 
set aside to give them freedom of movement. The 
Spanish officers, on the other hand, were in dazzling 
uniforms with broad red sashes, their ornamented 
swords dangling proudly by their side, and their in- 
signias clearly visible. In such an atmosphere, it 
looked like the Americans were suing for peace." 


Before Merritt was the unfortunate Governor- 
General Fermin Jaudenes, whose painful duty it was 
to act as scapegoat for the failure of his predecessor. 
Small for a Spaniard, Jaudenes looked more like a 
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professorial lecturer than a chief executive. Beside 
him were General Rizzo, Admiral Montojo, and his 
predecessor, Don Basilio. He was discussing the de- 
tails of the surrender with his advisers, and his group, 
though the defeated party, had the impression that the 
Americans were weaklings. This impression they gath- 
ered from the American sense of humanity and fair 
play and, not accustomed to such show of magnanim- 
ity, they considered the Americans their inferior, ex- 
cept in brute strength. So they conducted themselves 
in such а manner as to give the impression that they 
were giving the Americans an extraordinary favor in 
“condescending to surrender.” '® 

At about 5:00 P.M., August 13, the temporary 
‘erms of capitulation were agreed upon and signed by 
the signatories of both parties. The terms included 
the following :™ 

1. Spanish troops, European and native, capitu- 
late with the city and defenses with all honors of 
war, depositing their arms in the places designated 
by the authorities of the United States, and remaining 
in quarters designated and under the orders of their 
officers and subject to control of aforesaid United 
States authorities until the conclusion of a treaty 
of peace between the two belligerent nations. АЙ 
persons included in the capitulation remain at liberty, 
the officers remaining in their respective homes, which 
shall be respected as long as they observe the 


tions prescribed for their government and th 
in force. 


their side arms, horses, and 
private property; all public horses and public prop- 

all kinds shall be turned over to staff officers 
designated by the United States. 
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3. Complete returns in duplicate of men by or- 
ganizations, and full lists of public property and 
stores shall be rendered to the United States within 
ten days from this date. 


4. All questions relating to the repatriation of 
officers and men of the Spanish forces and of their 
families, and of the expenses which said repatriation 
may occasion, shall be referred to the Government 
of the United States at Washington. Spanish fami- 
lies may leave Manila at any time convenient to them ; 
the return of arms surrendered by the Spanish forces 
shall take place when they evacuate the city or when 
the American army evacuates. 


L ıd men included in the capitulation 
shall be вир d by the United States, according to 
their rank, with rations and necessary aid as though 
they were prisoners of war, until the conclusion of a 
treaty of peace between the United States and Spain. 
All the funds in the Spanish treasury and all other 
public funds shall be turned over to the authorities of 
the United States. 

6. This city, its inhabitants, its churches and re- 
ligious worship, its educatienal establishments and 
its private property of all descriptions, are placed 
under the special safeguard of the faith and honor 
of the American army." 


At 6:00 P.M., Merritt ordered Major Sturdis of 
his staff to haul down the Spanish flag over the Ayun- 
tamiento, for the Americans were now complete mas- 
ters of the city, and to replace it with the Stars and 
Stripes." ™ The Spanish crowd that witnessed the 
hoisting of the American flag gazed in silent resent- 
ment. “This is a bitter moment for us!” exclaimed опе 
Spanish officer as he looked sullenly at the flag cere- 
тпопу.* 


ARE bi аер, ратта they ‹ 
реон мес for Mav porera mind | 
the dares in foree 
„Об алас жел песе. fa 
ale рео, 


i 


Anse td far tec fast, ! 


ina) draft of the capitulation of Manila drawn up 
by General Francis Groene 
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The Spanish infantry, frustration and dejection 
written over their faces, moved slowly toward the Ca- 
thedral. Men and women were weeping and gesticulat- 
ing. It was, for them, a painful realization of the end 
of the Spanish days of empire. Some of the infantry- 
men, angry and hysterical, tore off their hatbands and 
insignias and trampled them in the mud. In the Ayun- 
tamiento, the Spanish soldiers were piling up their ri- 
fles at the foot of the wide staircase. Then they 
marched quietly to their barracks and to the church- 
es! 

Late that night, Merritt and ten other companions 
partook of a sumptuous dinner at the Ayuntamiento. 
Outside, all was quiet, except for the occasional tramp- 
tramp-tramp of the American soldiers performing po- 
lice duties. Across the river to the north, the streets 
were deserted and all shops closed. On the sidewalks 
‘end near doorways, some American foot soldiers, tired 
and weary of the day's hectic activities, found conven- 
lent haven and slept off the rest of the night." The 
mock battle was, at long last, over.” 

‘Tite FOLLOWING pay, SUNDAY, AUGUST 14, THE SPAN- 
“teh soldiers who had not as yet surrendered their 
‘aims came in droves to the Ayuntamiento. By noon 
‘they had given up from three to four thousand rifles. 
peace commission then met at one of the rooms 
ining that of the governor-general’s and discussed, 
by item, the draft of the surrender document 
the previous day. By mid-afternoon, the terms 
the surrender or capitulation were agreed upon and 
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formally signed.” In accordance with this agreement, 
between 13,000 and 14,000 Spanish soldiers were sur- 
rendered, aside from 23,000 rifles, 10,000,000 rounds 
of small arms ammunition, 213 pieces of artillery, and 
funds amounting to over a million dollars.” 

On the same day, Merritt, in accordance with 
President McKinley’s “Instructions” of May 19, issued 
a proclamation in English, Tagalog, and Spanish, in 
which he repeated McKinley's words to the effect that 
the Americans came not to “wage war upon them [ the 
Filipinos J, nor upon any part or faction among them, 
but to protect them in their homes, in their employ- 
ments, and in their personal and religious rights.” The 
proclamation promised “support and protection” to 
those who, by actively cooperating or giving aid to the 
Americans, “give effect to this beneficent purpose.” ® 

Meanwhile, negotiations between Spain and the 
United States were taking place in Washington, with 
Jules Cambon representing the interests of Spain. 
Secretary of State Day, on July 30, 1898, transmitted 
to Cambon the American proposal whereby the United 
States forces would occupy and hold the harbor and 
city of Manila “pending the conclusion of a treaty of 
peace which shall determine the control, disposition, 
and government of the Philippines.” The Spanish 
minister, upon receipt of this proposal, agreed condi- 
tionally. On August 10, Secretary Day submitted to 
Cambon a draft of the protocol which provided, among 
other things, for the appointment of not more than 
five commissioners on each side to discuss the peace 
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treaty, the commissioners to meet in Paris not later 
than October 1. Furthermore, the draft provided for 
the cessation of hostilities between the belligerents 
upon the signing of the protocol. Ву virtue of this 
preliminary agreement, President McKinley, on Aug- 
ust 12, 1898, issued a proclamation announcing the 
signing of a protocol with Spain and directing that “all 
military operations against the enemy be suspended.” 
Не further ordered the commands of the land and sea 
forces of the United States “to abstain from all acts 
inconsistent” with the proclamation. On the same 
day, Adjutant-General Н. A. Corbin transmitted the 
presidential proclamation to General Merritt, but ow- 
ing to the fact that the cable between Manila and the 
outside world was cut by order of Dewey after the 
Wattle of Manila Bay, Merritt received the order and 
the proclamation much later, that is, in the afternoon 
Of August 16." Thus, a certain amount of irony en- 
tered into the picture, for had not Dewey ordered the 
fable cut President McKinley's Proclamation would 
ave been received in Manila at an opportune time to 
went bloodshed, on the one hand, and to save Jau- 
Hes and the Spaniards so much anguish and appar- 
Î loss of face, on the other. 


Merritt's first problem upon the receipt of the 
announcing the signing of the protocol between 
and the United States was purely administra- 
for the city, since before the mock battle, had 

tremendously. Consequently, as military gov- 
i, Merritt's first administrative act was to appoint 
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General MacArthur provost-marshal and military 
governor of Manila, Within a few days, he appointed 
General Greene administrator of finances or Intendant 
General of the Treasury, Major C. H. Whipple adminis- 
trator of public funds, and Lieutenant-Colonel Whit- 
tier Collector of Customs. As necessity arose, Merritt 
appointed military men to positions of trust. Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Jewett was later appointed provost judge, 
Major Bement collector of internal revenue, and Cap- 
tain Glass surveyor of the port.” 


Тһе work of these men, competent though they 
were, did not run as smoothly as at first anticipated. 
‘The reason was that the Spanish bureaucrats, on some 
pretext or another, refused to relinquish their posi- 
tions to the American officers, particularly because 
they knew that the protocol of peace signed at Wash- 
ington before the surrender of Manila gave them the 
right to claim that the Spanish governor-general was 
still in authority in the Philippines, except its harbor 
and bay. On the basis of the protocol of August 12, 
the Spanish higher officials believed that only local 
officials could be removed from office and that the 
funds under the custody of the governor-general were 
to remain with him until a decision had been reached 
by the joint peace commission. The Americans, how- 
ever, were not in a mood to dicker with a defeated 
enemy. They forced the Spanish officials to relinquish 
their offices, with the result that the latter, proudly 
holding their heads high, vacated their positions with 
the written notice that they did so on compulsion. ™ 
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With characteristic efficiency, the American of- 
ficers grabbed the treasury books and promptly exam- 
ined them to determine the finances of the govern- 
ment. In the presence of Spanish and American au- 
thorities, the examination of the books was under- 
taken, resulting in the discovery that there was a short- 
аре of some $300,000. A Spanish official readily ad- 
mitted that a high ranking official absconded with the 
amount. The money on hand was found to be $170,000 
in bills, $130,000 in silver, and $295,000 in copper coins. 
То the chagrin of the investigators, the government 
was found to be bankrupt, for it owed the Banco Es- 
pañol-Filipino the staggering amount of $1,900,000. 
The bank laid claim to the money found in the treas- 
Wry. On top of this, private individuals brought claims 
“against the government on the ground that they had 
Joaned money to the government “on promise of liberal 
Wierest.” The situation was rendered more confused 
When thousands of individuals subsequently brought 
Wore claims against the government. The Filipino 
‘employees, who had not gone to their office since be- 
Tore the mock battle, now clamored for back pay. 
hers who bought tickets for a lottery that was never 
wn owing to the then existing war conditions, 
hed the American authorities to refund them. It 
also found that offices were topheavy with use- 
employees whose salaries, however, were small 
who, therefore, “squeezed” the public in order to 
handsomely to their small income." 
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Meanwhile, life began to move more or less пог- 
mally. Street cars, which did not venture into the open 
during the siege and mock battle of Manila, began to 
operate on August 17. Stores opened and conducted 
business as usual. The people began to abandon their 
temporary places of refuge and returned to the city. 
On August 20, the cable was restored and Manila once 
more began to communicate with the outside world 


Seven: 
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МЕ DEFECTION OF SUCH MILITARY LEADERS AS 
Pio del Pilar, Mariano Trias, Artemio Ricarte, 
Emiliano Riego de Dios, and others, who had 
jously enlisted in the militia established by the gov- 
eneral, placed the Spanish army in a difficult 
tion, for the members of the militia had been 
by the Spaniards and these arms, now that 
inaldo was back, were suddenly turned against 
. The entire Spanish force in Cavite City, totaling 
it 2,500 under the command of General Peña, was 
ted and distributed to the northern and central 
‘of the province. While not exactly hostile to 
niards, most of the people in Cavite were nev- 
sullen and might at the slightest provocation 
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of the Spaniards rise up in arms and perpetrate bloody 
acts. The provincials of the religious orders, sensing 
somehow the possibility of such an eventuality, or- 
dered the friars to Manila where they could be safe 
within the thick walls of the city. Toward the end of 
May, the Zapote-Manila line was defended by the mili- 
tia under the command of a Spanish colonel, under 
whom Felipe Buencamino and Pio del Pilar were di- 
rectly serving. When rumors of Aguinaldo's return 
circulated in the province, the Spanish military com- 
manders fortified the line along the Zapote River and 
charged the Tercio Anda y Salazar, composed of Fili- | 
pino volunteers commanded by Felipe Buencamino, to 
hold it against any rebel attacks. 

On May 23, Buencamino, with the express con- 
sent of, and inspired by, General Basilio Augustin, left 
his post to interview Aguinaldo in order to persuade 
the latter to cooperate with the Spaniards. Asked if 
he had any written authority from the Spaniards, 
Buencamino said he had none but that he wanted to lowed Ambrosio Rim BEES аа Ноно 
remind Aguinaldo that a new insurrection would lead bad a RSet ral үскен? БУ 
fê û civil war, в situation that would пог гейш Jinaldo announced his intention to form а dictator- 
the benefit of the Filipinos themselves. Aguinaldo, нел онь ыа: 
however, was not impressed and promptly ordered the ‘i Ч 
arrest and incarceration of Buencamino, whom he sus- 1 see the impotence of the Spanish Government 
pected of being the stooge of the friars? With Buen- Келеа ена ОНЫ Walsh oper ay 
camino safely in jail, the rest of the Filipino command- мм! whose destructive influence has been спе cf the 


before a mass of yelling rebels, surrendered? Within 
а few months, the other provinces vowed their loyalty 
to Aguinaldo. 

Flushed with military triumph, Aguinaldo decided 
that it was time to establish a government represent- 
ing the people and expressing their will. When he ar- 
rived from Hong Kong, he had with him a draft of a 
revolutionary government. Prepared by Mariano Pon- 
се, the draft called for a constitution similar to the 
Spanish Constitution providing for an assembly of rep- 
fesentatives, the executive departments, and a dec- 
Joration of rights. Оп the other hand, Consul Wild- 
тап had, before Aguinaldo's departure for the Philip- 
Pines, suggested that he establish a dictatorial govern- 
Ment which could be the nucleus later on of a represen- 
ауе form of government similar to that of the United 
Mates Probably because the condition of the time 
Necessitated the organization of a government with a 
rong executive, Aguinaldo dropped Ропсе'ѕ draft and 


ers in the militia hurried to Aguinaldo with protesta- Pauses of the uprising of the masses, as the great and 
ions of охану. By the end of May, Cavite was in the ful North American Nation has offered its dis- 
tions of lovalty. Ву the end of May, Са i Wlerested protection to secure the liberty of this 


hands of the insurgents, and General Pefia, helpless miry, 1 again assume command of all the troops 
the struggle for the attainment of our lofty aspira- 
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tions, inaugurating a dictatorial government to be 
administered by decrees promulgated under my sole 
responsibility and with the advice of distinguished 
persons until the time when these islands, being un- 
der our complete control, may form а constitutional 
republican assembly and appoint a president and cab- 
inet, into whose hands І shall then place the com- 
mand of the islands. 


This proclamation of intention was immediately 
followed, on the same day, by a decree formally estab- 
lishing the Dictatorial Government. The decree said in 
раге" 


Now that all my countrymen understand that the 
government of the Republic of the Philippines in the 
past insurrection has come to an end and that its 
constitution is without force, in accordance with the 
provision of Articles 2 and 34 thereof, because of the 
agreement made with the Spanish Government in ог- 
der to bring about the tranquility of our country, in 
the hope of securing the reforms promised us; and 
this peace not having been secured, but our situation 
rather becoming worse, in my desire to have a regu- 
lar order of procedure in all our acts, and to show 
true justice specially to our protector, the great 
North American nation, — I hereby decree the fol- 
lowing: * * * 


Article 1 nullified all the orders of the Philippine Re- 
publican Government established at Biyak-na-bato; 
Article 2 also nullified all commissions “issued to of- 
ficials of the army, provinces and towns”; Article 3 
provided that upon the effectivity of the decree, that is, 
on May 24, the government “shall cease to be styled 
the ‘Revolutionary Republic of the Philippines’; while 
Article 4 read: 


TOWARDS FREEDOM 219 


Article 4. — Nevertheless, the form of the gov- 
ernment adopted by me, the Dictatorial, shall merely 
be considered as provisional in character, so that, 
when peace shall have been reestablished and our 
legitimate aspiration for unrestricted liberty attained, 
it may be modified by the nation, in which rests the 
principle of authority. 


With an eye on the foreigners whose sympathy 
Aguinaldo wanted to win, particularly because he could 
use them in his campaign for the recognition of Phil- 
ippine independence by the foreign Powers, he issued 
nother proclamation on the same day decreeing 


Article 1. — The lives and property of all for- 
eigners, Chinese being included in the denomination, 
shall be respected, as well as of all Spaniards, who 
neither directly nor indirectly contributed to ‘carry 
оп war against us. 


Article 2, — Enemies who lay down their arms 
must also be respected in like manner. 


Article 3. — All hospitals and ambulances must 
likewise be respected, as well as all persons and goods 
found therein, including the staff on duty, unless they 
manifest hostility. 

Article 4. — Those who disobey what is pre- 
scribed in these articles shall be tried by summary 
process and put to death if the said disobedience has 
resulted in murder, robbery or rape. 


News filtered into Aguinaldo's headquarters that 
Spanish Government was planning to send a Fili- 
Commission to him to talk things over. Fearing 
such а commission was only a ruse to trap him, 
inaldo, on May 24, issued another proclamation 
ig the punishment to be meted out to spies.’ 
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Article 1. — Private individuals or military men 
who shall enter this territory on a commission to parley 
without showing a flag of truce which Internation: 
Law prescribes for such cases and who even if such 
flag be shown should not have the credentials and 
other documents which duly approve his character 
and identity, shall be considered as guilty of espio- 
nage and shall be shot. 


Article 2. — A Filipino discharging the commis- 
sion referred to in the preceding article, shall be con- 
sidered a traitor to his country and shall be sentenced 
to be hung by the neck in the square for a period of 
two hours, with a board hanging to him bearing an 
inscription that he is а traitor to his country. 


Article 3, — The military man or private individ- 

ual who, being in our territory, goes over to the 

enemy army and reveals the secrets of the war, or 

furnishes plans of our fortifications, shall also be con- 
sidered а traitor and shall be shot. 

This order was further implemented by another, 
of same date, charging the town heads to besiege the 
enemy's military posts, to arrest all friars and Span- 
iards and to embargo their property, and to arrest 
their Filipino collaborators. Town heads who failed 
to follow strictly the Dictator’s decree would be con- 
sidered enemies and their property confiscated." Pend- 
ing the reorganization of the towns, the order provided 
that any town chief who remained loyal to the govern- 
ment and its decrees shall continue to be the head of 
the town with the title of town president (Pangulu- 
hang bayan); but those who, owing to negligence, 
failed to follow the order, shall be succeeded by private 
citizens who showed earnestness and ability in imple- 
menting the provisions of the order. The barrio lieu- 
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tenants and other personnel of the town government 
shall remain in their positions pending the appoint- 
ment of permanent men in said posts.” 

As military operations widened in scope, some 
Filipino rebels, avenging the wrongs done to them 
by the Spaniards, began treating their prisoners 
cavalierly. Captured Spanish soldiers were not 
only maltreated, but given inadequate food. Ironi- 
cally, captured Spaniards were forced to become the 
servants of Filipino families who lost no time in parad- 
ing their white servants before the people.” Aguinaldo, 
hearing of this treatment of the captured and surren- 
dered enemy, issued a circular on May 29 deploring 
the actuation of the insurgent soldiers. He said: 


It happens very often that the people and our 
soldiers, carried off by the triumph, forget all my 
previous advice in regard to the treatment which they 
ought to accord to the prisoners, and, you will en- 
deavor to stop this disgraceful conduct toward the 
surrendered enemy, and to punish those who may 
disobey your orders. 


To maintain order and to suppress crimes during 
the period of stress, Aguinaldo issued another de- 
‘fee on June 1 providing that all classes of crimes were 
фо be tried by competent military tribunals. The sen- 
Mence imposed must first have the approval of the Dic- 
Jator" Again and again, Aguinaldo impressed upon 
men the need to respect the persons and property 
the enemy, to assure the latter that they would not 
maltreated, and that after the war they would be 
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sent home to Spain without paying a single centavo 
for their tickets.” 


So far, Aguinaldo had not as yet made any plan for 
the reorganization of the local and central government. 
Except for the order of May 24 regarding the town 
presidents and the barrio lieutenants, nothing definite 
had been decided upon. On June 3, however, he issued 
a circular providing for the organization of the insur- 
gent army on the lower echelon. According to this 
circular, eleven armed soldiers should have a corpo- 
ral; two corporals and their men should have a ser- 
geant; two sergeants and their men, a second lieute- 
nant; and every one hundred men, a first lieutenant 
and a captain. No provision was made for the stand- 
ards to be used in the appointments of corporals, ser- 
geants, lieutenants, and captains. The only require 
ment was that they be elected as such by the enlisted 
men, which election would have to be approved by the 
central government. Provision, however, was made 
to secure the army for the insurgent cause, namely, 
that the central government, before giving its арргоу- 
al to the election of corporals, sergeants, lieutenants, 
and captains would have to delve deep into the insur- 
rectionary records of the candidates. Only after satis- 
fying itself that they had been active in and loyal to 
the revolutionary cause would the government approve 
their elections to the military posts. 


Aguinaldo was by now convinced of the wisdom 
of declaring the independence of the Philippines. He 
thought that such a move would be of tremendous pro- 
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paganda value for the new government and would in- 
spire the people to fight harder against the Spaniards 
and rally to the flag of the independent nation, But 
Apolinario Mabini interposed his objection, saying that 
the most important thing to do under the circum- 
stances was to reorganize the government in such a 
way as to convince the foreign Powers of the stability 
competence of the new-born nation to discharge 
its duties under the laws of nations. Aguinaldo was а 
bit irritated, for the man giving him advice had just 
arrived from Laguna, a virtual unknown. He remem- 
bered how a few months ago, while in Hong Kong, 
Felipe Agoncillo spoke of Mabini as a bright young man 
who would be an asset to Aguinaldo's government. 
Would the General then take in Mabini upon his ar- 
tival in the Philippines? Aguinaldo promised he would, 
And toward the end of May he instructed twelve mui 
vipalities under the insurgent government to prepare 
A hammock and the necessary men to relay the para- 
tic to his Cavite headquarters. He had expected to 
тее! a man of very singular and forceful personality, 
the man whose manifesto on the Truce of Biyak-na- 


inaldo, now face to face with the invalid, was as- 
еа by misgivings as to the advisability of employing 
services of such an one. What immense trouble was 


lire often, considering the rebel situation! 

felt that he must have made a hasty decision 
sending for the paralytic who was then recuperating 
‘Los Baños. To all appearances, Mabini was useless. 
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Doubts criss-crossed his mind. He was а bit embar- 
rassed. For а few moments, the General and the 
Paralytic measured each other without uttering a word. 
There was a tense silence verging on the ominous. Then 
Mabini spoke. There was firmness in his words; there 
was a ring of deep conviction in his voice; there was, 
so Aguinaldo sensed, a largeness of soul and of vision 
encased within the weak body of this man for whom 
hundreds of men labored hard to bring nearer to the 
General. As Mabini spoke, the General's doubts were 
dispelled" 


If Aguinaldo, with his very slight education, lis 
tened to his highly educated advisers and followed 
their suggestions at every turn during the critical years 
of his life, now, before a mighty man of intellect, he 
stood unbowed. He explained why he could not accept 
Mabini’s proposal to reorganize the government first 
before proclaiming the independence of the Philip- 
pines, for he believed that it was not a mere matter 
of propaganda for the government, but the loyalty of 
the masses that he was after. In the face of such stub- 
born affirmation in the loyalty of the common people, 
Mabini gave way.” Consequently, Aguinaldo, on June 
5, issued a decree setting aside June 12 as the day for 
the proclamation of Philippine Independence at Cavite 
Viejo (Kawit)." At almost the same time, the Spanish 
Government, still hoping that it could persuade Agui- 
naldo and his rebel followers to take the Spanish side 
in the impending show of force with the Americans, 
sent a Commission, composed exclusively of Filipinos, 
to Aguinaldo at Kawit. The members, fearing for their 


TOWARDS FREEDOM 225 


lives, immediately made public their loyalty to Agui- 
naldo claiming that as residents of the beleaguered 
city (Manila) they had no other recourse than to fol- 
low General Augustin’s instructions, namely, to convey 
to Aguinaldo the proposal that he (Augustin) and 
Archbishop Nozaleda would recognize Aguinaldo 
as general provided he was willing to accept autonomy 
under Spain, one million pesos as indemnity, “аз well 
аз liberal rewards for and salaries to the members of 
the Popular Assembly....’" Aguinaldo dismissed the 
proposals, particularly that respecting autonomy under 
Spain, because “the Filipino people had sufficient ex- 
Perience to govern themselves.” Some members of the 
Commission brashly suggested that the money offer 
should be accepted in order to deplete the finances of 
the Spanish Government and to get back the money 
Which, after all, “had been wrung from Filipinos.” 
Aguinaldo demurred and allowed the Commission 
mbers to return to Augustin empty-handed. 


On June 12, between four and five in the after- 
„ Aguinaldo, in the presence of a motley crowd, 
laimed the independence of the РІ 

roughly sesquipedalian and lumbering style, the Act 
the Declaration of Independence, read by Ambrosio 
wares Bautista, Aguinaldo’s highest adviser until 
and the author of the Declaration, read in part:” 


4... wherefor the independence of our territory and 
the recovery of our sovereignty are assured. Апа 
summoning as witness of the rectitude of our inten- 
в, the Supreme Judge of the Universe, and under 
protection of the Mighty and Humanitarian North 
American Nation, we proclaim and solemnly declare, 
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"а number of towns had been organized under the 


in the name and by authority of the inhabitants of 
rules laid down by the Dictatorial Government. .. .* 


all these Philippine Islands, that they are and have 

а right to be free and independent; that they are 

released from all obedience to the crown of Spain; 

that every political tie between the two is and musi 
be completely severed and annulled; and that like all 
free and independent states, they have complete au- 
thority to make war, conclude peace, establish trea- 
ties of commerce, enter into alliances, regulate com- 
merce, and execute all other acts and things that 
independent States have the right to do. i 
firm confidence in the protection of Divine Providence, 
we mutually pledge for the support of this declaration 
our lives, our fortunes, and our most sacred posses- 
sion, which is our honor, We acknowledge, approve 
and confirm, together with the orders that have been 
issued therefrom, the Dictatorship established by Don 

Emilio Aguinaldo, whom we honor as the Supreme 

Chief of the nation, which this day commences to 

have a lifo of its own, in the belief that he is the in- 

strument selected by God, in spite of his humble 
origin, to effect the redemption of this unfortunate 

people. . 

Admiral Dewey was invited to be present during 
the ceremonies, but he politely declined and instead 
sent his secretary ashore. One American, L. M. John- 
son, a colonel of artillery, witnessed the ceremonies 
and signed the Declaration. For the first time since 
the revolution, the Philippine flag, fashioned by Mar- 


cela M. Agoncillo, assisted by her eldest daughter, 


Convinced that the proclamation of independence 
Was, by its political nature, the right step toward for- 
eign recognition of the belligerency of the Philippines, 
Aguinaldo now picked up Mabini’s suggestion regard- 
ing the reorganization of the government. Such a step 
Was necessitated by the expanding control of the gov- 
ernment over towns that came “under the authority” 
of Aguinaldo.” On June 18, he issued a decree, presum- 
ably prepared by Mabini, ordering the reorganization 
of the towns under the authority of the Filipino gov- 
ermment. In taking this administrative step, Aguinaldo 
oid” 


I understand, on the other hand, that the first 
duty of every government is to faithfully interpret 
popular aspirations; with this motive, although the 
abnormal circumstances of the war have compelled 
me to institute this dictatorial government which 
assumes full powers, both civil and military, my соп- 
stant desire is to surround myself with the most dis- 
tinguished persons of each province, to the end that 
the true necessities of each being known by them, 
measures may be adopted to meet those necessities 
= apply the remedies in accordance with the desires 
of all. 


Lorenza, and by Rizal's niece, Delfina Herbosa, was Я 
ip ү 5 1 understand, moreover, the urgent necessity of 
raised officially amidst the playing of the Marcha ышып; ia each town а зона and robust organ- 
Nacional Filipina composed by Julian Felipe, a Cavi- и, = зш aa bulwark ©: public security 
fi issi Aguinal ‘and the sole means of securing that union and di: 
Косара whe was Soon’ by po pline which are indispensable for the establishment 
on June 5 to compose the national march, now known Î tho republic, that is, govemment of the, people, 
as the Philippine National Hymn” The “Act of Inde- for the people, and warding off the international con- 


Mets which might arise. 


pendence” was not promulgated until August 1 when 
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Subsequently, on June 20, Aguinaldo issued a supple- 
mentary decree composed of forty-five rules or “in- 
structions” regarding the holding of meetings, the for- 
mation of the police force, the conduct of trials, civil 
registers and the poll, and taxes and registration of 
property.” These two decrees, that of June 18 and 
the supplementary decree of June 20, constituted, in 
effect, the administrative code of the government. 


Under the two decrees, the municipal government 
was to be composed of a headman or chief, a dele- 
gate of police and internal order, a delegate of justice 
and civil registry, a delegate of taxes and property, and 
a headman for each barrio, the town proper ог pobla- 
ción being considered, for this purpose, a barrio or 
village. These officials were to be elected by suffrage 
which was limited to those “distinguished for high 
character, social position and honorable conduct.” 
Suffrage was further limited by the provision that the 
electors should be twenty-one years of age and “friend- 
ly to Philippine independence.’” 


It was the duty of the delegate of justice and 
civil registry to help the chief of the town in the forma- 
tion of “courts and of keeping books of registry, of 
births, deaths, and marriage contracts, and of a cen- 
sus”. The delegate of taxes and property, on the 
other hand, was enjoined to collect taxes and admin- 
ister public funds, administer “books of registry of 
cattle and real property and all work relating to the 
encouragement of every class of industry.” These 
delegates, together with the town chief and the head- 
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men, constituted the popular assembly. The town 
chief was to act as president of the assembly, with 
the headman of the población as vice-president, and 
the delegate of justice as secretary. 


The chiefs of the towns after consultation with 

their respective popular assemblies, elected by major- 
ity votes the provincial chief and three councilors. The 
provincial chief, the chief of the capital of the prov- 
ince, and the three councilors constituted the prov- 
incial council whose duty it was to “supervise the car- 
rying out of the instructions of this government in 
the territory of the province and for the general inter- 
est of the province” and to “propose ...the measures 
which should be adopted for the general welfare.” 
Provision was also made for provincial delegates who 
were to be elected by the chiefs of the towns by ma- 
jority votes. For the City of Manila and the Province 
‘of Cavite, three delegates each were to be elected; 
for provinces of the first class according to the Span- 
ish classification, two delegates each; and for the rest 
‘of the provinces, including the politico-military com- 
mands, one delegate each. These delegates were to 
onstitute the Revolutionary Congress whose duty it 
гороѕе to this government the measures 
foncerning the preservation of internal order and ex- 
ternal security of these islands. . ..’"” 
Probably because of the fear of the military mind, 
ini inserted a provi: in the decree of June 18 
was obviously intended to curb the abuses of 
military. Article 8 provided that 
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The military chiefs named by this government 
in each province will not intervene in the government 
and administration of the province, but will confine 
themselves to requesting of the chiefs of provinces 
and of the towns the aid which may be necessary, 
both in men and resources, which are not to be re- 
fused in case of actual necessity. 


Nevertheless, when the province is threatened or 
occupied by the enemy, in whole or in part, the mil- 
itary chief of highest rank therein may assume the 
powers of the chief of the province until the danger 
has disappeared, 

The wisdom of this provision can be seen when one 
considers that in later months the military committed 
abuses which horrified Mabini. In a draft of the pro- 
clamation regarding the behavior of the military, Ma- 
bini laid down the bases of correct conduct of the 
soldiers “in order that the Dictatorial Government 
might be spared the spectacle of an imbroglio or hard 
feelings with the foreigners."" He prohibited any 
armed soldier or civilian from entering the homes of 
the conquered enemy unless the latter showed signs 
of hostility. Anybody found guilty of entering domi- 
ciles in order to loot the property of the enemy would 
be shot. In a letter dated August 20, 1898, Mabini 
brought to the attention of Aguinaldo the many abuses 
committed by the military, such as arresting, without 
sufficent cause, Filipinos as well as foreigners.” 


Because of the condition of the time, the decree 
of June 18 provided that a commissioner of the gov- 
ernment would be named for each province in order 
to see to it that the prescribed rules or “instructions” 
regarding the holding of elections were strictly fol 
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lowed. The military commanders who liberated any 
town from the Spaniards were, ipso facto, “command: 
ers by virtue of their office.” 


The administration of justice was carefully out- 
lined in the supplementary decree of June 20. In gen- 
eral, the Spanish penal code, when not contrary to 
the decree of the government, remained in force for 
the time being. The town chief was also the judge 
and as such could institute proceedings against any 
citizen. Probably referring to the Spanish dilatory 
ways in the administration of justice, Rule 18 pro- 
vided that “Antiquated practices and formalities which 
serve no other purpose than to fill paper and make 
the course of the trial interminable, shall be avoided.” 
In criminal cases, the judge, after concluding his in- 
vestigations, was enjoined to send the accused and 
the papers to the provincial council, which in turn ap- 
pointed a ponente (a judge of a tribunal of competent 
wuthority) to examine the proceedings. With the pro- 
teedings complete, the provincial council was to order 
the accused to appear in public for his trial. The deci- 
Моо of the council may be appealed to the Commis- 
‘sion of Justice of the Congress." In civil cases, the 
decisions were to be made by the assembly of the town, 
ih the first instance, and by the provincial council, in 
‘the second instance. Complaints and appeals could be 

to the cl of a town or province, who in each 
would convene the respective assembly or council, 
decision of the assembly or council was provi- 
il and “may be amended by the tribunals of com- 
jurisdiction when, after the Republic is pro- 
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claimed, the administration of justice shall have been 
duly organized.” 


Municipalities and provinces were immediately 
reorganized according to the decrees of June 18 and 
20 as fast as they were taken from the Spaniaras. 
Cavite, as was natural under the circumstances, led 
all other provinces in the reorganization. It was fol- 
lowed by some towns in Batangas" and Pangasinan, 
which elected not only the town officials but also the 
civil governor and the delegates to the Congress." It 
is doubtful whether, under the circumstances then pre- 
vailing, the entire territory controlled by the rebel 
government was ruled in accordance with the decrees 
issued by Aguinaldo” But one thing is, however, 
clear: that by and large, the officials, with the 
exception of a few of the military, were imbued with 
high idealism and comported themselves in such a 
manner as to make the business of government a stu- 
dy in public morality. Aguinaldo himself, in the years 
that he had been in the public service, both before 
and after the proclamation of independence, acted 
scrupulously and honestly. The men around him and 
those who advised him were men of integrity and 
vision whose advice on public morality, added to his 
own sense of honesty and integrity, spelled the dif- 
ference between the clean and the corrupt government. 
Men like Mabini, who never compromised integrity 
for popularity and power, and Felipe Agoncillo, who 
advised Aguinaldo that “provincial and local officials 
be circularized to remind them of the morality in the 
administration and the punishment of those found 
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guilty of a lapse in morality concerning public admin- 
istration”.* made Aguinaldo's “personal” rule the 
cleanest in the history of Philippine self-government. 


THE DICTATORIAL GOVERNMENT, DECREED ON May 24, 
lasted only up to June 23, 1898. At the instance of 
Mabini, who had by now superseded Ambrosio Rian- 
zares Bautista as the top adviser of the rebel govern- 
ment, Aguinaldo delivered a message on June 23 and 
subsequently, on the same day, issued a decree chang- 
ing the Dictatorial Government to the Revolutionary 
Government. In his message, penned by Mabini, Agui- 
naldo said:” 


It is an established fact that а political revolu- 
tion, jı wsly carried out, is the violent means em- 
ployed by nations to recover the sovereignty which 
naturally belongs to them, when the same has been 
usurped and trodden under foot by tyrannical and 
arbitrary government. Therefore, the Philippine Rev- 
olution cannot be more justifiable than it is because 
the country has only resorted to it after having ex- 
hausted all peaceful means which reason and expe- 
rience dictated. 


The old Kings of Castile were obliged to regard 
the Philippines as a sister nation united to Spain by 
а perfect similarity of aims and interests, so much 
so that in the Constitution of 1812, promulgated at 
Cadiz, as a consequence of the Spanish War of Inde- 
pendence, these islands were represented in the Span- 
ish Parliament. But the monastic communities, al- 
ways unconditionally propped up by the Spanish 
Government, stepped in to oppose the sacred obliga- 
tion, and the Philippine Islands were excluded from 
the Spanish Constitution, and the country placed at 
the merey of the discretional or arbitrary powers of 
the Governor-General, 


THE CRISIS OF THE REPUBLIC 


Under these circumstances the country clamored 
for justice, demanding of the metropolis the recog- 
nition and restitution of its secular rights, through 
reforms which should gradually assimilate it to Spain. 
But its voice was soon stifled, and its children were 
rewarded for their abnegation by punishment, mar- 
tyrdom and death. The religious corporations, whose 
interests were always at variance with those of the 
Filipinos and identified with the Spanish Government, 
ridiculed these pretensions, calmly and persistently 
replying that liberty in Spain had only been gained 
by the sacrifice of blood, 

What other channel, then, was open to the coun- 
try through which to insist upon the recovery of its 
lawful rights? No other remedy remained but the 
application of force, and convinced of this, it had re- 
course to revolution. 


Now its demands are no longer limited to assim- 
ilation with the Spanish Constitution. It asks for 
а definite separation therefrom; it struggles for its 
independence, with the certainty that the time has 
arrived when it is able and ought to rule itself. 


Hence, it has constituted а Revolutionary Gov- 
ernment, based on wise and just laws, suited to the 
abnormal circumstances it is passing through, pre- 
paratory to the founding of a real Republic. Accept- 
ing Right as the only standard of its acts, Justice as 
its sole aim, and honorable Labor as its sole means, 
it calls upon all Filipinos, without distinction of birth, 
and invites them to solidly unite with the object of 
forming a noble society, not by bloodshed, nor by 
pompous title, but by labor and where no egoism 
shall exist, — where no personal politics shall over- 
throw and crush, nor envy nor partiality debase, nor 
vain boasting nor charlatanry throw it into ridicule. 


Nothing else could be expected from а country 
which has proved by its long suffering and courage 
in tribulation and danger, and industry and studious- 
ness in peace, that it is not made for slavery. That 
country is destined to become great; to become one 
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of the most solid instruments of Providence for rul- 

ing the destinies of humanity. That country has re- 
sources and energy sufficient to free itself from the 
ruin and abasement into which the Spanish Govern- 
ment has drawn it, and to claim a modest, though 
worthy, place in the concert of free nations. 

The decree setting up the Revolutionary Govern- 
ment changed the title of the chief of state from Dic- 
tator to President and defined the object of the gov- 
ernment as the “struggle for the independence of the 
Philippines until all nations, including the Spanish, 
shall expressly recognize it, and to prepare the country 
50 that a true republic may be established.” Thus, 
Agoncillo’s idea of a government with a strong execu- 
live," took shape; it was implemented by Mabini who 
Must have been convinced that such a reform would 
Greate a favorable impression on the foreign powers. 
The idea of a republican form of government once 
More appeared in Agoncillo’s letter to Aguinaldo оп 
August 26, suggesting that the name of the government 
he changed to Provisional Government of the Federal 
Republic of the Philippines. 


Aiding the President were the four department 
ends, namely, that of foreign affairs, navy and com- 
се, that of war and public works, that of police 
nternal order, justice, education and hygiene, and 
of finance, agriculture and manufacturing indus- 
| This number, however, may be increased as cir- 
stances demanded. The President was declared to 
the "personification of the Philippine people” and 
‘Mich was inviolable while in office." His term was 
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lution, although “under extraordinary circumstances” 
he might “feel obliged to offer his resignation to Con- 
gress, in which case Congress shall elect whomsoever 
it considers most fit.” The department secretaries 
were not responsible for the decrees of the President, 
but were to sign them “with the President to give 
them authority," However, if the decree originated 
from and were promulgated upon the suggestion of 
the department secretary, “the latter shall be respon- 
sible conjointly with the President.” The President 
had the sole right to appoint the department secre- 
taries and the personnel of each department upon the 
advice of the secretary. Favoritism was to be eschew- 
ed and only truly capable men were to be appointed 
in order to secure the triumph of the revolution“ One 
feature that distinguished the cabinet members from 
those of the presidential type of government was their 
right to sit in Congress and propose bills in the name 
of the President. However, they could not vote on the 
bills presented to Congress but were to leave the hall 
as soon as their interpellation was over or as soon 
as they had presented the bills in the name of the 
President.“ 


No less significant than the organization of the 
executive department was the creation of Congress. 
The decree of June 18 prescribed the holding of an 
election to choose the delegates to the Congress.“ Arti- 
cle 11 of the decree of June 23, however, provided that 
in those provinces which had not as yet been pacified, 
that is, liberated from the Spaniards, deiegates were to 
be appointed by the President from among “those per- 
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sons who are most distinguished for high character 
and social position", provided, however, that the pro- 
spective appointees were natives of the provinces they 
were to represent or that they were long residents of 
said provinces. The powers of Congress were defined 
as follows :* 


To watch over the general interest of the Phil- 
ippine people, and the carrying out of the revolu- 
tionary laws; to discuss and vote upon said laws; to 
discuss and approve, prior to their ratification, trea- 
ties and loans; to examine and approve the accounts 
presented annually by the secretary of finance, as 
well as extraordinary and other taxes which may here- 
after be imposed. 


Тһе Congress, too, was to be consulted by the Presi- 
dent on “grave and important questions,” but the Pres- 
ident had the sole power to decide questions of urgent 
portance." The Congressional sessions were open 
о the public, but the place where sessions were to 
We held was declared “inviolable and sacred.” Not 
Wen the President of the government had the power 
“interrupt in any manner the meetings of the Con- 
А or to “embarrass its sessions."* A Congression- 
Commission of Justice was provided for and con- 
Ис of nine members, namely, the Vice-President 
‘Congress as chairman, one of the secretaries of Con- 
‚ and seven members chosen from among the 
tes to Congress. The Commission of Justice 
Original jurisdiction “in all cases against the sec- 
Iles of the government, the chiefs of provinces 
towns, and the provincial judges,” It served also 
‘appellate court on criminal cases appealed to it 
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from the decisions of the provincial courts.* The act 
of Congress could take effect only upon approval by 
the President of the government, and such acts as were, 
in the opinion of the President, “against public policy” 
or “pernicious” could be vetoed. Here the power of 
the President was somewhat absolute, for even if Con- 
gress repassed, the bill over his veto the President 
could oppose such re-passage on his own responsibil- 
ity.” 

In the “Additional Clauses,” the decree of June 
23 provided for the establishment of a revolutionary 
committee abroad, to be composed of “persons most 
competent in the Philippine Archipelago.” The com- 
mittee was to be divided into three branches: those 
of diplomacy, of the navy, and of the army. The branch 
of diplomacy was to “conduct negotiations with foreign 
cabinets with a view to the recognition of the belliger- 
епсу and independence of the Philippines;” that of 
the navy was charged with the duty of organizing the 
Philippine navy and “preparing the expenditures which 
the necessities of the revolution require”; while that 
of the army was required to make a study of military 
tactics and the best form of “organization for the 
general staff, artillery, and engineers, and whatever 
else may be necessary in order to fit out the Philippine 
army under the conditions required by modern prog- 
ress.” 


In outlining the structure of the central govern- 
ment, credit must be given to Mabini, and, of course, 
to Aguinaldo, for providing for almost well-balanced 
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executive and legislative departments. Mabini had al- 
ways believed in the primacy of the executive in the 
period of storm and stress and so provided for a 
strong executive responsible only to himself. At the 
same time, however, Mabini, fearing that a strong exe- 
cutive might abuse his powers, created a legislative 
arm which was independent of the executive and 
which, unlike in the presidential form of government, 
Gould punish the cabinet members. Mabini, then, en- 
visaged a government which was a cross between the 
presidential and the parliamentary forms of govern- 
ment. 


It took Aguinaldo three weeks to make up his 
mind on whom to appoint to his first cabinet. On 
July 15, he made his first appointments: Baldomero 
Aguinaldo, Secretary of War end Public Works; Lean- 
ilro Ibarra, Secretary of the Interior; апа Mariano 
‘Trias, Secretary of the Treasury. The secretaryship 
of Foreign Affairs was temporarily lodged in the hands 
the President.” The number of department secre- 
Juries was increased to six оп September 28, 1898, as 
lows: foreign affairs, war, interior, promotion 
Jomento), justice, and treasury.” 


On July 15, Aguinaldo addressed a letter to Admi- 
Dewey asking him to forward his decrees of June 
‘and 23 to Washington and stating that “the desires 
this Government are to remain always in friend- 
with the great North American nation, to which 
fare under many obligations.“ At the same time, 
inaldo, conscious of the importance of an official 
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organ created, also on July 15, the Heraldo de la Revo- 
lucion and placed its administration under the Depart- 
ment of Foreign Affairs. The paper was to be publish- 
ed in Tagalog and in Spanish “once or twice a week 
as circumstances demanded." Together with the 
Indice Oficial, the Heraldo ceased publication in May 
1899 when it was superseded by the Gaceta de Fili- 
pinas” 


With the inauguration of the Revolutionary Gow- 


ernment, Aguinaldo, aware of the dearth of talents 
among the active revolutionists, pressed into the ser- 
vice the wealthy and highly-educated Filipinos. He him- 
self realized the impact of his proposed plan to draft 
їп the service the formerly hostile or, at best, luke- 
warm intellectuals, when he told his first Cabinet that 
there was dire need of the services of the ablest Fili- 
pinos and that there should not be any ill-feeling when, 
to put his plan into effect, he appointed men other 
than the active revolutionists to high government po- 
sitions requiring special talents. In thus admonishing 
his comrades-in-arms, he knew the implications of his 
planned action, namely, that some, if not all, of his 
companions-in-arms might feel slighted. His fears were 
justified when Manuel Arguelles of Tayabas (Quezon) 
wrote Aguinaldo and pointed out that an injustice had 
been committed to Lucio Villarivera, the recognized 
military chieftain in Tayabas, who had rendered signal 
service to the revolutionary cause not only by fighting 
for the ideal of Philippine independence, but also by 
maintaining his army at his own personal expense. 
Arguelles said that the injustice was thrown into bold 
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relief when Villarivera’s services and loyalty to the 
revolutionary cause had not been given due credit, 
while, on the other hand, some collaborators who 
were at first hostile to the revolutionary cause were 
now being given top positions in the new government. 
Insult was added to injury, Arguelles continued, when 
these collaborators now in the high echelons of the 
government looked down upon those who could not 
Speak the Spanish language.” 


Whether my fate, in fightin, against those things 
that та obstacles in 23 liberation of our coun- 
ity, or sorrow, sufferings or prosperit; „ Te 
member that 1 will never forget those comad Wia 
have been with me in all tribulations, 


Everybody knows that vou opened the way, that 

You were the first to brave all dangers in order to free 
country from the claws of tyranny and abject- 

you have won? 

But bear in mind: 

Katipunan had to use 

thelr brethren. This 

іле has come 
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This threat of a war of attrition was followed, on 
August 6, by an appeal to the foreign powers, partic- 
ularly to the United States, to recognize the belliger- 


For this reason, my Government does not favor 
апу one: every countryman is dear to it and appoints 
to positions those who are really deserving so that we 


his hearers to fight to the bitter end any foreign Power 
who would attempt to divide up the country. 


can show the foreigners that we know how to gov- 
ern ourselves and do not need to be interfered 
with. *** 


This, too, is the reason why I appointed those 
who have the confidence of the people to rule over 
them, for I believe that if those who give orders 
have the confidence of the people then nobody will 
disobey the orders and everybody will live in 
pence *** 


And so, my comrades, have no misgivings, if you 
see that my appointee is not a former comrade-in- 
arms, just bear iq mind that it is my duty to farm 
out the responsibilities to those who are not yet tired 
so that we may easily reach our objective. 


So all Filipinos should remember that henceforth 
they are, BEDE they like it or not, within the Ka- 
tipunan, and for this reason it is their duty to offer 
their lives and property in the interest of the coun- 
try.. ‘And because we will never be free unless we 
unite, 1 shall impose swift penalty to any one who 
would bring about trouble and dissension.’ 


ency and independence of the Philippine. His memo- 


randum to the foreign powers reads:* 


_ The Revolution: Government of the Philip- 
pines on being constituted explained, by means of a 
message of the 23rd June last, the real causes of the 
Philippine Revolution, and went on to show that this 
popular movement is the result of those laws which 
regulate the life of a nation ardently desiring pro- 
gress, and the attainment of perfection by the only 
possible road of liberty. 


The Revolution, at the present moment, is pre- 
dominant in the provinces of Cavite, Batangas, Min- 
doro, Tayabas, Laguna, Morong, Bulacan, Bataan, 
Pampanga, Nueva Ecija, Tarlac, Pangasinan, La 
Union, Infanta and Zambales, and is besieging the ca- 
pital, Manila. In these provinces the most perfect or- 
der and tranquility reign; they are administered by 
the authorities elected by themselves in conformity 
with the decrees of the 18th and 23rd June last. 


Moreover, the Revolution has about 9,000 pri- 
soners of war, who are treated with the same consid- 
eration observed by cultured nations, agreeably with 
the sentiments of humanity, and a regular organized 
army of more than 30,000 men fully equipped on а 
war footing. 


Under these circumstances tie representatives of 
the townships comprised within the provinces above 
mentioned, interpreting the popular will of those who 
have elected them, have proclaimed the independence 
of the Philigpines, and requested the Revolutionary 
Government to petition and solicit of the foreign 
Powers an acknowledgment of their bellizerency and 
independence, under the conviction that the Philip- 
pine nation has arrived at that state in which it can 
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that he could not, in his official capacity, treat with 
Aguinaldo “until you are recognized as a Belligerent 
power by the Government with whom I have the honor 
to serve." 


and ought to govern itself. As a consequence, the 
annexed document [the Declaration of Independence} 
has been signed by the said representatives. Where 
fore the undersigned, using the faculties reserved to 
him as President of the Revolutionary Government 
of the Philippines, and in the name and representa- 
tion of the Philippine nation, implores the protecti 
of all the Powers of the civilized world, and beseeches 
them to formally recognize the belligerency of the 
Revolutionary Government and the independence of 
the Philippines, because these Powers are the bul- 
warks designated by Providence to maintain the equi- 
librium amongst the nations by sustaining the weak 
and restraining the ambitions of the more power- 
ful, in order that the most faultless justice may illu- 
minate and render effective indefinitely the progress 
of humanity. 


Aside from problems of organization and recog- 
nition of Philippine belligerency, the Revolutionary 
Government was confronted with the problem of the 
prisoners of war. There were, it is true, instances of 
maltreatment of Spanish prisoners of war, particular- 
ly by the Filipino civilians who thought, quite natural- 
ly, that now the time to take sweet revenge on 
those who had wronged them and brutally treated 
them. Aguinaldo, again and again, appealed to the 
Filipinos, especially to the military, to treat the enemy 
with kindness and respect." It was specially important 
fo Aguinaldo to make the appeal and, in the extreme, 
Хо threaten those who would violate his decrees and 
tirculars regarding the good treatment to be accorded 
the enemy, because he wanted the foreign Powers to 
Believe in his sincerity and in the capacity of the Fili. 
Pinos to wage a civilized war. Excepting isolated 
‘tases, however, the treatment accorded the Spanish 
ету, was, in the words of Consul О. Е. Wiliams, uni- 
formly good." Despite Consul Wildman’s sanguinary 


Thus, Aguinaldo, in trying to draw the United 
States, on the one hand, into an open alliance, and 
the other foreign Powers, into a recognition of Philip- 
pine belligerency, took a course that was from the 
very beginning a failure. For the foreign Powers could 
not be expected to recognize the belligerency of the 
Revolutionary Government without antagonizing the 
emerging Power in the Pacific — the United States, 
and the United States, for her part, could not assume 
any responsibility in allying herself with the insurgent 
government without arousing the suspicion of Spain 
as regards the American motive in declaring war Wlvice to Aguinaldo that he let “them [the Spanish 
against her. This explains why the foreign Powers ones J have a taste of real war” and that he should 
ignored his memorandum. Only the British Consul, be “tender with them” but handle them “as they 
Rawson-Walker, acknowledged receipt of the pamphlet Idd treat you”, Aguinaldo, nevertheless, ignored 
“containing the New Form of Government you have advice and gave the world to understand that he 
decided upon for the Islands....” Nevertheless, Кам ld not entertain any such idea in so far as the 
son-Walker emphasized that his act was unofficial and tured enemy was concerned. Appeals made to him 
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by Admiral Dewey and Consul Rawson-Walker for the 
release of Spanish medical officers “taken prisoners 
by your forces while in the columns of the marine in- 
fantry under the command of General Рейа” were 
taken into consideration, although even in these cases 
Aguinaldo was constrained not to release the prison- 
ers” Aguinaldo not only personally believed in the 
good treatment of the prisoners of war, but also was 
influenced by his advisers, both in the Philippines and 
in Hong Kong, to have mercy on them. Agoncillo, for 
instance, writing to Aguinaldo on June 10, 1898 from 
Hong Kong, advised him to treat the prisoners well 
and to set women at liberty, although as a matter of 
practical consideration the sisters of charity should be 
made to serve in Fi o hospitals. Nevertheless, he 
suggested that friars should be arrested, particularly 
Fr. Julian Diez, curate of Pasig, who was responsible for 
his having been hounded out of the Philippines imme 
diately before the first phase of the Revolution. “Too 
bad,” he concluded, “that the Archbishop has already 
escaped!" 


In spite of the generally good treatment of the 
prisoners, the friars wanted to leave the revolutionary, 
camp not only because they were being given food to 
which they were not accustomed, but because of fean 
of revenge on the part of the insurgents. It must have” 
been galling to them to be placed now at the mercy 
of those whom they had been treating like chattels. 
and animals. In one instance, some forty-seven Augus- 
tinian friars tried to buy their freedom but the price 
of freedom, apparently, was too high for them. Cone 
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ХШ О. Е. Williams, writing to Aguinaldo on September 

14, 1898, said that maybe Aguinaldo could lower the 
е. He continued :* 


the superior and administrator (of the Augusti- 
nians] said so large a price was impossible, and your 
forces had absorbed much of their capital and income. 

They seemed willing to pay what they termed 
4 reasonable sum, but because of the large amount 
of your demand they left without making any offer 
whatever, 1 urged that they were wealthy and tried 
to compromise and settle the case. ا‎ 


Before leaving ту office they mentio 
с y med that 
you now hold above 100 of their order as такав 


In this case 1 do not and cannot act in any ollicial 
capacity. I have tried to help you and believe it best 
for you to make terms which I can persuade the Su- 
perior to accept. Much less money will be better for 
you than to hold priests as prisoners and get nothing. 


Aguinaldo stuck to his astronomical price. After 
he held the aces. 


Somehow, probably through the grapevine, word 
ed out that the friars were allegedly being mal- 
ted by the Revolutionary Government. М. Cardi- 
Rampolla immediately telegraphed Monsignor 
tinelli, Apostolic Delegate at Washington, telling 

that the “monk prisoners of the rebels are in 
т of death” and that the “Holy Father wishes 
to take steps at once to have the Government of 
United States prevent this evil." Consequently, 
tantGeneral Н. С. Corbin cabled Merritt, on 
ist 1, 1898, advising him that such treatment 
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should never be permitted “if you are іп a position 
to prevent it.” But Merritt, upon his request, was 
relieved of his command that same month and was 
succeeded by Major-General Elwell Otis” The respon- 
sibility, then, of filing the protest with the insurgent 
government fell on Otis. On November 2, 1898, Otis, 
in representation of the United States Government, 
pleaded with Aguinaldo to release the priests and nuns 
who were taken prisoners, pointing out that “this 
clergy and indeed the civil functionaries of the Spanish 
government cannot, under a strict interpretation of 
the rules of international law, be deemed prisoners of 
war except in certain very aggravated cases.” 
Mabini prepared a reply for Aguinaldo's signature 
the following day, November 3. Briefly i 
ed out that there were no such women and children 
prisoners, let alone nuns. The few women who were 
allegedly in prison were part of the families of the pri- 
soners who refused to be repatriated. Because the 
women refused to leave the prison, the Revolutionary 
Government was forced to feed them at the expense 
of the government. This little detail was not found 
in international law, but the Filipinos nevertheless ob: 
served it because of their humanitarian impulses; 
Regarding the rules of international law, Mabini point- 
ed бш that during the first epoch of the Revolution, 
the Spanish civil servants took up arms and formed 
the Volunteer Corps who fired upon defenseless ЕЙ 
pinos, tortured them, and incarcerated them, А! 
the declaration of the Spanish-American war, General 
‘Augustin forced the Spaniards, irrespective of classes, 
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to bear arms. Bitterly, Mabini recited the abuses of 
the Spanish civilians and friars and said that “thanks 
to the arts and artifices (malas mañas) of the reli- 
gious, entitled the ministers of peace,” many Filipinos 
were uprooted from their homes and deported. On the 
other hand, the Spanish friars, in violation of canoni- 
cal law, continued to hold parishes by fooling the 
Vatican as to the real condition of the Philippines in 
order to continue as curates. The request to release 
the friars was rejected on the ground that they might 
Start a counter-revolution, they being the cause of the 
Revolution.” 


Otis countered, on November 10, that he could 

Mot see the logic of holding the friars prisoners—even 
Wf they were capable of a counter-revolution. Otis re- 
minded Aguinaldo that a civilized nation must answer 
Before a civilized world for violations of the laws of 
War, and reiterated the wish of the American Govern- 
Went to have the prisoners released" But Mabini 
Was not one to be fooled on questions of law. Ta 
Another letter prepared for Aguinaldo’s signature, 
dated November 13, Mabini, speaking through Agui- 
ified the role played by the friars in the 
Philippines, especially during the revolution: that they 
ove aid and comfort to the Spanish soldiers and that 
Their convents became strong trenches. To release the 
ars would be to make them influential again and 
arouse the ire of the people. The friars in the 
йїррїпев were different from the friars in other 
in the Philippines they ruled over both 
rit and matter. Mabini, with mock surprise, point- 
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ed out that Otis could not believe the friars to be pri- 
soners of war just because of the state of belliger- 
ency between the Philippines and Spain. No such bel- 
ligerency existed, he said, because Spain never recog- 
nized the belligerency of the insurgents. Referring to 
Otis’ remark that the Philippines would answer before 
the civilized world for violations of the laws of war, 
Mabini said that “this civilized world has not to date 
recognized the independence of the Philippines” and, 
therefore, could not presume to bring the Philippines 
before the bar of the civilized nations.” Otis’ artillery 
conspicuously remained silent after that ... 


THE EDUCATIONAL PROBLEM WAS ONE OF THOSE THAT 
merited the attention of the government. Owing 
to the destruction of school houses and the un- 
settled condition of the time, schools were closed 
during the greater part of the revolutionary period. 
With the establishment of the Revolutionary Governs 
ment, however, attempts were immediately made to 
continue the holding of classes in those towns and 
provinces under the control of the insurgent governs 
ment. The first step taken toward this end was the 
order of the Secretary of the Interior, dated August 29, 
1898, in which he circularized all provincial governors 
that elementary schools abandoned were to be гё 
established at once. The teachers of the late Spanish 
period were to be given preference in employment; 
regulations during the Spanish regime were to be in 
force for the time being. The town council was charged. 
with the duty of watching over and inspecting the 
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schools* Subsequently, the decree of November 4 
provided for primary instruction.” Teachers, male or 
female, during the Spanish period were to continue 
in charge of the public schools until otherwise ordered. 
In those towns in which building facilities were inade- 
quate or in an unhealthy condition, the chief of the 
town was enjoined to take steps to install the pupils 
in their respective parishes. The teachers, however, 
were probihited from converting the school buildings 
into their private residences, Classes were to be held 
from 8 to 10:30 A.M. and from 2:30 to 5:00 P.M., 
every day except during holidays. Teachers receiving 
their salaries from the State, province or town were 
prohibited from engaging in any trade, industry or 
occupation in order “not to distract them from follow- 
ing the duties of their charge”. They were also pro- 
hibited from receiving any visits during school hours ; 
пог were they to be disturbed by the local authorities. 
In the boys’ schools, vacancies in the teaching staff 
‘were to be filled by competitive examinations among 
those who had teachers’ certificates of primary instruc- 
tion, bachelor of arts, and those who had completed 
the secondary studies. Provisional teachers may be- 
ome permanent if classified as fit by an examining 
hoard appointed by the Director of Public Instruction. 
In the girls’ schools vacancies may be filled by a com- 
petitive examination among those who possessed teach- 
' certificates. To encourage initiative, the govern- 
t provided for a permanent increase in salaries for 
who distinguished themselves in the performance 
their duties. 
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There was, however, no provisions for secondary 
education. What amounted to secondary instruction 
under the Revolutionary Government was the recog- 
nition of the Burgos Institute as a state institution 
and the authorization for it to give secondary instruc- 
tion. The decree of October 24, 1898, outined the cur- 
ricula of the Burgos Institute as follows :* 


A. Latin grammar, which shall be studied in two 
courses, In the first, the analogy and syntax and 
exercises in Latin orthography; and in the second, 
higher syntax, prosody, translation and orthographic 


exercises. 
B. Universal geography and especially that of the 
Philippines, which shall be divided into two courses, 


the first constituting astronomical geography and 
physical geography, and the second, ancient, medieval 
and modern political geography. 

С. Universal history, and especially that of the 
Philippines, in two terms, the first being that of the 
ancient and medieval periods, and in the second that 
of the modern and contemporary periods, 

D. Spanish literature in two terms, the first 
course comprising rhetoric and poetry, and the sec- 
ond the study of the classical authors. 

Е. Arithmetic and algebra. 

F. Geometry and trigonometry. 


G. French in two courses, the first comprising 
reading, grammar, writing from dictation, and con 
versation. 


Н. English in two courses, as French. 


I. Natural history, with elements of physiclogy 
and hygiene, which shall be divided into two courses, 0. 
the first comprising zoology and botany, and the sec- 
ond mineralogy, geology, and elements of physiology 
and hygiene. 

J. Elements of physics. 
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K. Elements of general chemistry. 

L. Philosophy, in two terms, the first being de- 
voted to psychology, logic and ideology, and the sec- 
ond to ontology, cosmology and theodicy. 


М. Natural laws. 


On the other hand, the collegiate work consisted 
of the following courses :" 
А. Elements of economics, industrial and statis: 
tical geography. 


В. Accounting and book-keeping applied to all 
kinds of enterprises. 


С. Political economy as applied in commerce, 
commercial and cooperative associations, 


D. Comparative commercial legislation апа cus- 
toms system 


Е, Practice of commercial and accounting opera- 
tions, and correspondence. 


Е. English, French, German and Italian, 
С. Theoretical and practical elementary topo- 


graphy, with the measuring of surfaces, surveying 
and the making of plans. 


Н. Elements of industrial mechanics, 
1. Elements of chemistry as applied in the arts. 


Higher education was provided for when the gov- 
ernment, іп а decree of October 19, 1898, created the 
Literary University of the Philippines. Article 2 of the 
Чесгее provided for the teaching of civil and criminal 
f, administrative law, medicine, surgery, and phar- 
Macy, and studies pertaining to the notarial profes- 
sion. Article 3 provided for the opening of the studies 
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beginning November 1 and to continue until the end 
of April 1899. Article 4 stipulated that diplomas for 
licentiate and doctorate in the said professions were 
to be issued by the President of the Government and 
signed by the Secretary of Promotion (Fomento); 
those given by the University of Santo Tomas subse- 
quent to the 12th of August, 1898 were declared null 
and void. Article 5 described the election of a Rector 
of the University by the faculty from among them- 
selves. Article 6 provided for the creation by the fac- 
ulty of a commission of four members, to be chosen 
from the faculty members and presided over by the 
Rector, whose duty was to formulate regulations for 
the University and to decide “upon the plan of instruc- 
tion”. The professors and the secretary-general of the 
University were to be appointed by the President of 
the Government upon the recommendation of the Sec- 
retary of Promotion. 


Simultaneously with the creation of the Univer- 
sity, Aguinaldo issued a decree appointing the follow- 
ing professors :" 


Civil and criminal law, and administrative law: 
Cayetano Arellano, Pedro A. Paterno, Arsenio Cruz 
Herrera, Pablo Ocampo, Hipólito Magsalin, Tomas б. 
del Rosario, and Felipe G. Calderon. 


Medicine and Surgery: Dr. Joaquin Gonzalez, 
Dr. Trinidad Н. Pardo de Tavera, Dr. José Albert, Dr. 
Salvador У. del Rosario, Dr. Ariston Bautista, Dr. Tsi- 
doro Santos, Licentiate Justo Lucban, Licentiate José 
Luna, and Dr. Francisco Liongson. 
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Pharmacy: Dr. Mariano V. del Rosario, Dr. Anto- 
nio Luna, Licentiate Leon Maria Guerrero, Alejandro 
Albert, Enrique Perez, Manuel Zamora, and Mariano 
Ocampo. 


Notariat: Licentiate Aguedo Velarde, Arcadio del 
Rosario, and Juan Gabriel y Manday. 


Secretary-General: Mariano Crisóstomo у Lugo. 


Dr. Joaquin Gonzalez was elected the first Rector 
of the University. It must have been quite an expe- 
Hence for professors and students alike to follow the 
odyssey of the government, for where the latter re- 
treated to avoid capture by the Americans the Univer- 
у and the Burgos Institute also went. In Tarlac, on 
September 29, 1899, the University finally held its grad- 
bation exercises. Degrees in medicine and law were 
senferred. Speaking on the relation of the graduates 
‘© the government and its struggles for existence, 
Dy. Leon Ma. Guerrero, the last Rector of the Univer- 
sity, told the graduates :" 


Members of the graduating class: Do not be deaf 
to the call of the country; on the contrary, help 
create a free country, an endeavor in which all your 
brothers and countrymen are engaged. The soldier 
faces a shower of bullets and хасе the enemy; the 
doctor and the pharmacist strengthen the body that 
it may the better fight for life, and they cure the 
wounds of the wounded heroes; the engineer will 
huild fortifications; the priest will console the dying, 
Ind you, men of the law, will uphold the empire of 
[optice and defend from every attack the glorious 
liberty of our people. 
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It is difficult, if not impossible, to assess the — 


worth of the educational system of the Revolutionary 
Government in terms of actual achievements, for the 
Filipinos were robbed of the supreme opportunity, by 
a fatal armed conflict with the Americans, of evolving 
for themselves a system of education that would have 
suited their own traditions and the necessities of an 
evolving nationality. It is probably idle to speculate 
on the trend of that system of education and its would- 
be impact on the character of the people, but it is 
suggested that, under a regime that was infused with 
and committed to the democratic ideals and under 
men whose patriotism, integrity, idealism and national- 
ism had passed through the crucible and had been 
found immaculate, the Filipinos of today would have 
been a better people — and would have deserved bet- 
ter leaders. 


FINANCING THE REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT SO THAT 
it could cope with the expanding activities, particularly 
in its armed struggles, first, against Spain and second, 
against the United States, presented several obstacles. 
First, there was the no-income group who could hard- 
ly make both ends meet and who, under the circum- 
stances, was without means to pay its taxes, по mat- 
ter how light. Second, there was the low-income 
group whose problem was how to pay the taxes im- 
posed by the government without sacrificing necessi- 
ties. Third, there was the wealthy group who, as a 
class, did not have much sympathy with the revolution. 
Lastly, the dearth of trained men to assess and col- 
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lect taxes. The government, therefore, had to make the 
best out of a bad situation and consequently issued de- 
crees intended to tap all possible sources of income. 


The first step taken was the organization of the 
department of the treasury. This was provided for in 
the decree of June 23. In November, the department 
was transformed into the Department of Finance, with 
the following divisions :* 


A. Division of the Public Treasury, whose duties 
were to (a) receive and distribute the money of the 
government; (b) to enter into negotiations and con- 
tracts in behalf of the Treasury; (с) to assign collec- 
tors from the different sources of income; (d) to su- 
pervise financial obligations; (е) to make loans; and 
(f) to manage real estate owned by the government. 


B. Division of Accounting, whose main functions 
Were (а) to prepare the budget and (b) to make a gen- 
eral accounting of the government funds. 


С. Division of Customs, whose duties included 
(а) the collection of customs duties and (b) the charg- 
ing and collection of navigation fees, fees for light- 
house services and the use of ports. 


D. Division of General Taxation, whose functions 
Were (a) to collect the direct and indirect taxes and 
th) to perform such duties not comprised in the other 
isions of the Department. 


Aside from these divisions, there was also a Fi- 
telal Board whose main function was purely advisory 
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in so far as negotiations for loans were concerned. It 
had, however, the right to negotiate national loans, 
to help in the preparation of the national budget, and 
to advise the government on securities to be offered 
by the government. The Financial Board was compos- 
ed of twenty-five members, of whom the Secretary of 
Finance was the Chairman. Only those who had sub- 
scribed to not less than fifty bond certificates of the 


government were qualified to become members of the 
Board.” 


The government supported itself by revenues 
coming from three important sources of income: the 
direct and indirect taxes, bonds, and seizures and 
donations. Direct taxes consisted of the city tax, the 
personal cedula tax, the industrial and commercial 
tax, the Chinese poll tax, the war tax, and special and 
eventual revenues. The indirect taxes consisted of the 
post office box rents, the sale of stamps and State 
property, income from opium, the fees for registration 
of deeds, and fees for civil trials." Other sources of in- 
come came from fees charged for recording births and 
deaths amounting to P0.20 each entry; fees charged 
for announcing marriages, the fee being P0.50 per 
announcement and РІ.50 for recording the marriage 
act ;" payments by foreigners of the sum of from P100 
to P5,000 for license to carry on their business in the 
areas under the control of the Revolutionary Govern- 
ment ;*; 5% tax on any sale of property by rail, sea or 
river at point of shipment, the tax levied to be based 
on the total value of the goods or property; another 
5% ad valorem duty on property imported from 
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abroad; and another 15% of the value of the property 


exported from ports under the control of the govern- 
ment." 


By a decree of February 19, 1899, the collection 
of the personal cédula tax was suspended and in its 
place a special war tax, known as the “Certificate of 
Citizenship”, was imposed based on property holdings. 
Article 8 of the law divided the tax into the following 
classes :" 


Class 1 (Persons owning property to the 
value of P25,000 or more) 


Class 2 (Persons owning property to the 


value of P15,001 to P25,000) 50 
Class 3 (Persons owning property to the 
value of 710,001 to 715,000) ze 28 
Class 4 (Persons owning property to the 
value of 5,001 to P10,000) :.....:... 10 
Class 5 (Persons owning property to the 
1 value of P1,001 to P5,000) 5 


Class 6 (All males over eighteen not included 

in the first five classes) . saagan м ШЕ 
Class 7 (All women over eighteen) ........... 1 
Class 8 (Soldiers and military employees in 

active service, sexagenarians, and 
mentally and physically defective) .. Free 


‘The revenue derived from this source was probably the 


test. To increase further the collection of taxes due 
û every citizen and foreigner residing in the Philip- 
„ another decree, that of March 8, 1899, made it 
pulsory for all Filipinos and foreigners living in 
Philippines who had reached the age of eighteen 
the day the decree was published in the Heraldo to 
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get their certificates of citizenship. Exceptions were 
those foreigners in the diplomatic service, the mental- 
ly and physically incapacitated, and the sexagenar- 
ians.” To ease the burden of the “proletariat class”, 
a circular of the Secretary of Finance, dated March 8, 
1899, provided that the proletariat should pay only 
four pesetas or eighty centavos.” Taxes were also im- 
posed on municipal and provincial councils and popu- 
lar assemblies :" ten pesos for the head of the prov- 
ince; nine pesos for the head of the provincial capital; 
and eight pesos for the members of the provincial 
councils, which was seven pesos more than the one 
imposed by the decree of July 16, 1898." 


Another source of revenue was the bonds. On 
October 18, 1898 а law was passed by Congress author- 
izing the government to issue bonds in the amount of 
not more than P20,000,000. The following month, the 
government decided to float bonds worth P5,000,000 
classified into Series А and Series В. The first con- 
sisted of 25,000 bonds at P100 each; the second, of 
100,000 bonds at P25.00 each. As of September 2, 1899, 
the government netted P388,650 from the bonds float- 
ed. The Filipino-American hostilities halted the sales 
of the bonds." To help stabilize the finances of the 
government, it decreed the confiscation of the proper 
ty of the crown and of the religious orders. The per- 
sonal property of the friars, who were considered coms 
batants and prisoners of war, was subject to seizure” 
By September 2, 1899, seizures and donations amount- 
ed to P508,038.94." From May 31, 1898 to September 


TOWARDS FREEDOM 261 


2, 1899, the Revolutionary Government succeeded in 
tapping the following sources of revenue :" 


Taxes 

Seizures 

Stamps 9 
Hacienda taxes 
Opium contracts 
Cash seizures 
Provincial taxes 


Deposits under leases ......-.. 1385572 
Donations .... ee б 76,093.96 
Bonds of national loan + 388,650.00 
Suspense account .... 111 76527217 
Titles and poll taxes ... 202 13619346 
Remittances ... aski 459,200.78 
Loans 143,771.08 


General taxes, births, marriages, deaths, 


e oe and БЕДЕНЕ) а 2 Appa 
Forest prod cae 215 
Cargoes ..... ў 443" 
Debts receivable ЕНК ыз... 23089083. 
Repayments to treasury Е 1732739 

ТОА ы 2,586,733.48 
Balance September 2, 1899, last day on 
which accounts were kept ..... 20102769 


The statement of receipts, by provinces, for the 
same period follows :" 


Untraceable 711,992.74 
Pangasinan 204,448.02 
Cagayan 198,061.73 
Albay 176,687.55 
Union 153,998.70 
Laguna 111,339.61 
Samar . 106,466.01 
Manila 89,915.73 
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Bulacan 
Leyte 
Batangas ...... 
Ilocos Norte ... 
Tarlac . 
Nueva Ei . 
Ilocos Sur . 
Pampanga 
Tayabas .. 
Sorsogon . 
Zambales 
Camarines 
Romblon 
Isabela . 
Cavite .. 
Morong 
Mindoro 
Masbate 
Bataan 

Nueva Vizcaya 
Panay 
ASO. 
Batanes Island 
Cebu 

Mindanao .... 
Benguet 
Babuyanes Island 
Negros 
Infanta .. 
Lepanto . 
Marinduque .. 


TOTAL. 


The Revolutionary Government was careful with 
its finances and tried its best to balance the budget, 
as may be seen from the estimates of receipts for 1899 
and the estimates of expenditures for the same period. 


REPUBLIC 


89,013.27 
87,719.74 
74,058.18 
73,192.03 
58,625.76 
51,196.06 
51,669.21 
51,051.71 


447603 
3,967.00 
3,528.52 
3,351.52 
3,108.10 
1,076.00 
935.50 
834.00 
684.00 
35125 
198.00 


Chapter 1 — Direct taxes 
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Estimates of Receipts for 1899” 
Regular 
¥1,016,757.00 


Chapter 2 — Indirect taxes . 432,050.00 
Chapter 3 — Special or eventual 
receipts ......-..2.. 2. 81360000 
Emergency 
Chapter 3 — Direct taxes . 202 405000000 
TOTAL 12... 634240700 


Summary of State Expenditures” 


General obligations .,...... 1” 281,385.00 
Foreign Affairs .. cee 89,040.00 
Interior Affairs .... «203,550.00 
War and Navy .. ‚497715438 
Тгеазигу 354,380.00 
Public Instruction . . 35468.00 
Communication & Public 
Works. tees 361,366.00 
Sec. 8 — Agriculture, Industry & 
Commerce .......... 21,688.00 
TOTAL.. "6,324,729.38 


It is to be noted that the expenditure for the 


army exceeded all other expenditures and formed about 
78% of the total estimates. This was an increase of 
P4,696,026.28 over the 
amounted to only P281,628." If figures are of any sig- 
nificance at all, the estimates for the army for the year 
1899, compared with those of 1898, show that the lead- 
ers of the Revolutionary Government were aware of 


re for 1898, which 


ame expendi 
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the danger posed by the Americans and that provision 
was made for sufficient funds to increase and strength- 
en the Filipino army. 


LIKE THE KATIPUNAN, AND PROBABLY INFLUENCED BY IT, 
the Revolutionary Government officially adopted secret 
codes in the communications of the high functionaries. 
From specimens of their letters it may be inferred 
that changes were made in the codes, but when the 
changes occurred is difficult to determine. At least 
two codes were adopted by the General Government 
and at least one was made by the rebels of Cebu. The 
codes adopted by the Revolutionary Government 
меге" 


Revolutionary Code No. 1: Roman Alphabet : 


23 
22 
21 
19 
18 
x 

16 
15 
13 
12 
11 


wOouZernA-tonvowe 


10 
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vu llawee 


Revolutionary Code No. 


ас=сч=оошт®лыигл>»штчососчъе 


Roman 


w> > ч=счяо=т=о 


<сч»хочолшсгтлт--ШОтшттшОос 


265 


Iphaber : 
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Ww № 
х х 
үү. 4 
ГА РА 


The code used in Cebu by the rebels under the 
command of Arcadio Maxilom was independent of 
those used by the Central Government. The secret 
code follows: 


Revolutionary Code Roman Alphabet 


1. Vowels 


= A 
э Е 
+ I 
o о 
= у 
2. Consonants 
E B 
س‎ С 
< р 
з Е 
9 с 
с н 
+ 3 
k K 
é L 
= M 
1 N 
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махин] 
HHO 


Even the names of commanders were coded. The most 


important Visayan commanders and their coded sig- 
natures follow : 


Martin Delgado = Protacio Mondejar =~ 
Adriano Hernandez Francisco Jalandoni ~ 
Pascual Magbanua ==. Nicolas Roses Hf 
Angel Corteza = Pedro Darroca 


Quintin Salas Silvestre Salvio -— 
Agustin Solis 


THE SECOND EPOCH OF THE REVOLUTION OWED ITS POPU- 
larity not only to the dramatic personalities of its 
leaders, but also to the nationalistic papers which dram- 
wtized the situations in phrases steeped in patriotic 
fervor. It was, then, unlike the first epoch, fortunate 
jn circumstances which made for a wider dissemina- 
Моп of revolutionary propaganda. Less than two 
Months after Aguinaldo's return from Hong Kong, he 
saw the need for an official organ through which the 
Sruggling Revolutionary Government could make its 
policies and opinions known to the people as well as 
fo the outside world. He issued a decree on July 4, 
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1898 creating El Heraldo de la Revolución and making 
it the sole clearing house of all revolutionary pronun- 
ciamient There were, however, no adequate print- 
ing facilities, but Mabini solved this problem by or- 
dering the closing of the privately owned La Libertad 
and confiscating the machinery of the Augustinian 
press at the Asilo de Huérfanos in Malabon.™ It was 
not until September 29, 1898 that the first number of 
El Heraldo made its bow to the public at Malolos. The 
paper, as the organ of the Malolos Government, print- 
ed some news, but more importantly, published the 
decrees, proclamations, and accounts of the proceed- 
ings of the Congress. Its last number came out on 
December 29, and from the beginning of 1899 its name 
was changed to Heraldo Filipino, then to Indice Oficial 
and, finally, to Gaceta de Filipinas. 

The most potent newspaper of the period, how- 
ever, was La Independencia. When La Libertad was 
suppressed, its staff members, headed by Clemente 
José Zulueta, joined up with those of La Independencia 
which Antonio Luna was then forming. The first пип 
ber of La Independencia came out on September 3, 
1898 and immediately became famous for its indepen- 
dence stand and the patriotic fervor with which it was 
infused. Though owned privately, it nevertheless in- 
fluenced, as no other newspaper did, the thinking of 
a great segment of the intelligentsia. It symbolized the 
fiery ideals and the resurgent aspirations of an op: 
pressed people to whom and for whom independence 
‘was a magic word that would open the gate of free- 
dom — and even of heaven. Heir of the nationalistic 
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tradition of La Solidaridad, La Independencia was the 
mouthpiece and cultural habitat of the genuinely revo- 
Jutionary in spirit. Its staff members represented, in 
cross-section, the cream of Philippine culture — Span- 
ish in the medium of its expression but nonetheless 
Filipino in tone and temperament. There was Antonio 
Luna, the fiery uncompromising nationalist whose 
hand guided the newspaper. There were, too, Cecilio 
Apostol, the Catulo of many a patriotic poem; Fernan- 
do Ма. Guerrero, the Fluvio Gil of the beautiful Mi 
Patria; Rafael Palma, whose essays appeared under 
the pen name Dapit Hapon; Epifanio de los Santos 
the С. Solon of Malabon whose sketches and peque- 
feces brought the local color to its polished brilliance, 
and the essayists Salvador V. del Rosario (Juan Taga- 
lo), Mariano У. del Rosario (Tito-Tato), José С. Abreu 
(Kaibigan), Clemente José Zulueta (М. Kaun), and 
Felipe С. Calderon, the proof-leader.™ Then, too, La 
Independencia, being democratic, welcomed to its foil 
the epitome of Filipino womanhood: Rosa Sevilla and 
Florentina Arellano. They were the Filipino women 
Writers of the period who, together with Leona Floren- 
tino, represented the beginnings of feminine partici 
pation in public affairs. The contributors, too, were 
men of culture: the Guerreros (Leon, Manuel and 
Luis), José Palma, the author of the National Anthem, 
Trinidad H. Pardo de Tavera, Antonio Regidor, Mariano 
Ponce, and the Filipinologist Ferdinand Blumentritt. 
Born of strife, the newspaper lived the life of the hunt- 
It was, in the words of Doña Rosa Sevilla de Al- 
‘ero, the “champion of patriotism, the newspaper of 
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the Quixotes and the knights errant." For while the 
din of political and, later, physical battles resounded. 
in and about Manila, the staff members sang the songs 
of nationalism, wept over the fate of the Motherland, 
exalted heroes, and fiercely defended the patrimony 
of the race. 


So influential had La Independencia become that 
the American authori tried to run it down but suc- 
ceeded only in having it printed secretly under their 
very noses, It followed the vicissitudes of the Repub- 
lic, retreating in 1899 to San Fernando, Pampanga, 
then to Bayambang, Pangasinan, and finally, to Cami- 
ling, Tarlac." Along the road and on trains, the inde- 
fatigable staff members, all patriotic and nationalistic, 
carried on the war of words against the Americans, 
composing poems and singing Pepe Palma’s Fiti- 


pinas :™ 


Tierra adorada, 

Hija del Sol de Oriente, 
Su fuego ardiente 

En ti latiendo esta. 
Patria de Amores, 

el Heroismo cuna, 

Los invasores 

No te hallaran jamas. 


En tu azul cielo, en tus auras, 
En tus montes y en tu mar 
Esplende y late el poema 

De tu amada libertad. 

Tu pabellon, que en las lides 


Facsimile of Lo Independencia, 


і 
i 
Н 
i 
| 
1 
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È 
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| 
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La Victoria ilumino 

No vera nunca apagados 

Sus estrellas y su sol. 

Tierra de dichas, de sol у amores, 
En tu regazo dulce es vivir. 

Es una gloria para tus hijos, 
Cuando te ofenden, por ti morir. 


Other nationalistic papers appeared in some Taga- 
log provinces and in the Visayas. La República Fili- 
pina, founded by Pedro A, Paterno, came out on Sep- 
tember 15, 1898 and, like El Heraldo, published offi- 
cial documents and accounts of the doings of the Ma- 
lolos Government. It experienced the same fate as 
La Independencia and folded up owing to the rigors 
of v Ang Kaibigan nang Bayan, a tri-weekly papei 

appeared toward the end of October 1898 in Manila 
but was driven to Malolos in 1899." In Lipa, Batan- 
gas, the youthful revolutionaries put out the Columnas 
Volantes and the Bolerin del Instituto Rizal in 1899" 
In Jaro, Iloilo, the revolutionists put out, in 1898, the 
triweekly La Revolucion. Tt published, aside from lo- 
са! news item: 


rnment 


ns under Gene: 
ler captured Jaro and Iloilo, the editorial office of the 
paper was transferred to Sta. Barbara and, later, to 
Cabatuan. It was in this latter town that а monthly 
La Federación, came out in 1899. Patria, anoth 
monthly, came out in the same vear. but, like La Fed; 

ración, and La Revolucion, it folded up owing to the 
advance of the American army. Under the circum- 
stances, the Iongo leaders issued a handwritten 
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“newspaper,” the Tricolor." In Tagbilaran, Bohol, the 
revolutionists put out La Oportunidad in 1899 but ine 
mediately lost its opportunity when the Americans 
came swarming over the province. 


These newspapers, and others less known, served 
the purpose of the revolutionists and kept the flame 
of nationalism flickering until Aguinaldo's capture by 
the Americans. All of them, it is true, were short- 
lived, but their influence over the intellectuals and 
the masses was deep enough to keep the ideals of the 
Republic alive for the duration of the armed conflict 
with the Americans. 


No less significant perhaps were the songs sang 
by the revolutionists in going to and coming from 
the field of combat. Those were times when one could 
be romantic in war, when one could allay one’s fears 
and banish one’s sorrows by humming or singing songs 
of love and of battle. The kumintang, an ancient war 
song, had disappeared and was superseded by the 
haunting kundiman, but the martial spirit still hovered 
about the prostrate memory of the people. Thus, 
young men going to battle sang their favorite song 
Joselynang Baliwag, the kundiman of the Revolution : 


Pinopoong sinta niring kaluluwa, 
nakakawangis mo'y mabangong sampaga, 
dalisay sa linis, dakila sa ganda, 
matimyas na bukal ng madlang ligaya. 
Ri aia ak 
Tanggapin ang aking wagas na pag-ibig 
marubdob na ningas na taglay sa dibdib, 
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sa buhay na ito'y walang linalangit 
kundi ikaw lamang, ilaw niring isip. 


Or this, another lyrical variation of the same Josely- 
nang Baliwag :™ 


Sa tarik ng sinta, pagal na sa hirap 
Ang bunga ng паза'у laging inaakyat ; 
Anyong padudulo'y biglang itinulak 
Ng kapangagaw ko na sinta mo't liyag. 


Ang idinilig ko'y luhang bumabatis, 
At binakuran ko pa ng masinsing pag-ibig ; 
Sa hardin ng sinta ako ang naglinis, 

Saka nang mamunga'y iba ang nagkamit. 


Adyos, halamanang aking binakuran, 
Hirap at dalita ay di ko kinamtan; 

Kung kaya nga lamang di ko malimutan, 
Palibhasa, Neneng, pinamuhunanan. 


More warlike this Paso-doble Insurrecto :™ 


Al vivo son 
de la Corneta 
Sobre el cañon 
todos alerta 


de un sopeton. 


Que el enemigo 
ya se presenta 
у el soldado 
aqui se apresta 
para luchar. 


274 


The Yankees were not the only ones damned in songs, 
but also the Spaniards, particularly the friars. Wit- 
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Sube arrogante 
el enemigo — a Boratol 
pero bramante 
ruge е! cañon. 


Pom! mueran! mueran! 
Pom! los Yankis, 
furiosos gritan 
Nuestros valientes 

al verles caer. 


ness the following: 


Alerta revolucionarios 

los bolos prepararse 
Gritando viva Republica 

y Viva nuestras lealtades. 
Viva la Suerte de los filipinos 


Vivan los indios combatimos 
Contra los frailes Agustinos 


y a los Españoles son malvados. 


Coro 

Vivan los Cebuanos 
Vivan los Catipunezas 
Valor revolucionarios 

los bolos en las manos 
aqui estan los Cazadores 
Todos son cobardes 
Corrieron a los vapores 
los Españoles: 


Eight: 
TRIUMPHANT CONSERVATISM 


HEN IT APPEARED TO AGUINALDO THAT CONTINUED 
misunderstanding with the American forces, 
owing mainly to the importunities of General 
Merritt and to the failure to participate in the 
surrender of Manila, might result in an unfortunate 
armed clash, he decided to move his headquarters and 
the capital of the Revolutionary Government to Bula- 
Кап. On August 22, he issued a decree ordering his 
теп to prepare for the transfer of the seat of power to 
Malolos.’ It was not until September 14, however, that 
the government was transferred to Barasoain? It was 
then decided that, in accordance with the decree of 
June 23, a Congress composed of elected representa- 
tives should be convoked at once. Twice or thrice the 
ncement for the convocation of Congress was 
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made, but nothing сате of it. Finally, it was thought 
best to convoke Congress at once — on September 15,2 
It was hoped that in convoking Congress the intellec- 
tuals of the nation, including the wealthy, would be 
won over completely to the revolutionary side. It must 
be remembered that the intellectuals and the wealthy 
were, as a class, not so enthusiastic about joining the 
movement for independence and that Aguinaldo, 
wishing to avail himself of the opportunity to enlist 
the sympathy of the intellectuals, officially abolished 
the Katipunan in order to create an atmosphere com- 
ducive to unity.“ Uppermost in his mind was the 
creation of a representative government that would 
make a good impression on the foreign Powers whose 
recognition he sought. The conditions, however, for 
the holding of elections throughout the areas under 
the control of the Revolutionary Government wert 
such that it would have been difficult, if not impossi= 
ble, to convoke a congress whose members were 
elected in accordance with Article 11 of the decree off 
June 23. Mabini, however, in preparing the decree 
anticipated this difficulty by including a provision 
which gave the government the right to appoint del 
egates from those provinces which, because of the 
peace and order conditions, could not elect them. Cone 
sequently, Aguinaldo, іп a decree of September 4, ap- 
pointed fifty delegates to Congress.” The number was 
increased by ten by a decree issued on September 104 
The number of delegates to the Congress fluctuated 
and was never the same for a long period of time. 
Moreover, the appointive delegates did not necessarily 


come from the localities they represented; nor were 
they residents of the provinces they were supposed to 
represent. This was in violation of the decree of 
June 23. The reason for this open violation of the 
decree regarding the appointment of delegates was 
that the far-flung provinces, granting that they were 
able to elect their delegates, failed to send them to 
Malolos owing to the great distance that separated 
the capital from them and the lack or difficulty of 
transportation facilities. At any rate, the number ol 
delegates, as of July 7, 1899, was 193, of whom only 
forty-two were elected and 151 appointed.” 


On September 15, the appointive and elective 
delegates who had the means to travel to Malolos con- 
yerged at the convent of Barasoain Church. The town, 
famous for its churches and the center of the nipa 
thatch industry, was a long assemblage of nipa houses 
extending for a mile from the railway station. The 
Jong, narrow road to the church was lined with excited 
people. Home-made rebel flags, made of red calico 
Stripes, decorated every house and post. Palm leaves 
mnd flowers added a festive mood to the occasion. 
On either side of the road were lines of bamboo arches 
eh as may be seen in any town fiesta. Infantrymen, 
well-dressed and behaving with the confidence of con- 
querors, were standing at attention in front of the 
hes, Insurgent soldiers lined the churchyard where, 
Мег а spreading mango tree, a military band was 
laying different airs. Here and there, a group of cap- 
1 Spanish friars could be seen being paraded 
wnd by the rebels, and the priests, embarrassed 
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and ashamed of their role in such a festive mood, соп- 
cealed their faces with their umbrellas. Some of them 
меге unkempt and unshaven, “not very charitable- 
looking individuals, but they were all fat and well- 
fed enough, and gave the lie to the report that the in- 


surgents are maltreating the Spanish priests they have 
captured,” 


Inside the basilica, a number of delegates had 
already assembled. Dignified men, many of them 
youngish but all appearing in full evening dress, com- 
plete with silk hats “of quaint shape and well-worn 
nap,” were perspiring profusely, for it was warm in- 
side and still warmer under the excruciating heat of 
the sun. Men, women, and children waited tensely 
and patiently for the man they had never seen but 
had heard of only as their Presidente. Sitting on the 
benches inside the basilica, the delegates looked 
around as if to examine every inch of the church, 
from the nave to the columns. The interior was bare 
except for the columns decorated with crossed palm _ 
leaves and wreaths. Two chairs stood at the middle 
of the nave; benches for the audience were in the 
aisles. At the left of the chancel was a table draped 
in red and blue, apparently reserved for the secre: 
taries. Opposite the draped table were seats reserved 
for special guests. The seats near the chancel гай 
were assigned to the newspaper correspondents. The 
chancel was draped in white. Revolutionary flags or- 
namented the pilasters. Another table, draped in crima 
son and light blue, stood in the middle of the chancel 
Behind it were three beautifully carved chairs” 
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‘After an hour or so of waiting, the men inside the 
church stirred when the Banda Pasig played the Na- 
tional Anthem. The delegates stood up and moved еп 
masse toward the door, moved back a little and spread 
out to give way to the President who was carrying "ап 
ivory stick with a gold head and gold cord and tassels.” 
To the spectators, Aguinaldo looked “very undersi 
und insignificant.” Around him were some of his gen- 
erals, tall and fine-looking. The President mounted 
the chancel steps and took the middle seat. To his 
right sat the acting Secretary of the Interior and to 
his left a general, presumably his aide." 


The Secretary, dispensing with the usual formal 
calling to order, rose and read the names of the dele- 
gates. Hardly had Aguinaldo been introduced when the 
church shook to the rafters with a long and loud shout 
of "Viva!" He acknowledged the applause of the cheer- 
ing throng, pulled a paper from his pocket, and in 
a low, even tone, devoid of gestures and emphasis, read 
fis message in Tagalog. Then he read the same mes- 
каре in Spanish. He said 


Representatives: Тһе work of the revolution be 
ing happily terminated and the conquest of our ter- 
тогу completed, the moment has arrived to declare 
that the mission of arms has been brilliantly accom- 
plished by our heroic army and now a truce is de- 
clared in order to give place to councils which the 
country offers to the service of the government in ог- 
der to assist in the unfolding of its programme of 
Iiberty and justice, the divine message written on the 
standards of the revolutionary party. 


A great and glorious task, an undertaking with- 
їн the capacity of every class of patriots, it is for un- 
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disciplined troops to fight and to break lances in 
opposition to the injustice done to those whom they 
defend and protect. But this is not all. 


It remains for us, further, to solve the grave and 
supereminent problems of peace and for those whom 
our fatherland demanded from us the sacrifice of our 
blood and of our fortunes and now at the present time 
calls for a solemn document, expressive of the high 
aspirations of the country, accompanied by all the 
prestige and all the grandeur of the Filipino race, in 
order to salute with this the majesty of those nations 
which are united in accomplishing the high results of 
civilization and progress. 


To these great friendly nations, whose glorious 
liberty is sung by the muse of History, was addressed. 
the sacred invocation which accompanied our under- 
taking in its incredible acts of valor, to these nations 
the Filipino people now sends its cordial salutations 
of lasting allianc 


At this opening of the temple of the laws, 1 know 
the Filipino people, a people endowed with remark- 
able good sense, will assemble. Purged of its old 
faults, forgetting ‘three centuries of oppression, it will 
open its heart to the noblest aspirations and its soul 
to the joys of freedom; proud of its own virtues 
without pity for its own weaknesses, here in the 
church of Barasoain, once the sanctuary of mystic 
rites, now the august and stately temple of the dog- 
mas of our independence, here it is assembled in the 
name of peace, perhaps close at hand, to unite the suf- 
frages of our thinkers and of our politicians, of our 
warlike Tagalog psychologists, of our inspired artists 
and of the eminent personages of the bench, to write 
with their votes the immortal book of the Fi 
constitution as the supreme expression of the na- 
tional will. 


Illustrious spirits of Rizal, of Lopez Jaena, of 
Hilario del Pilar! August shades of Burgos, Pelaez 
and Panganiban! Warlike geniuses of Aguinaldo 


TRIUMPHANT CONSERVATISM 281 


[Crispulo, Emilio's brother] and Tirona [Candido], 
of Natividad [Mamerto] and Evangelista [Edilber- 
то]! Arise a moment from your unknown graves! See 
how history has passed by right of heredity from your 
hands to ours, see how it has been multiplied and in- 
creased to an immense size to infinity by the gigantic 
strength of our arms, and more than by arms, by the 
eternal, divine suggestion of liberty which burns 
like а holy flame in the Filipino soul. Neither God 
nor the fatherland grants us a triumph except on the 
condition that we share with you the laurels of our 
hazardous struggle. 


And you, representatives of popular sovereignty, 
turn your eyes to the lofty example of these illus- 
trious patriots! 


Let this example and their revered memory, as 
well as the generous blood spilled on the battlefields, 
be a potent incentive to arouse in you а noble spit 
of emulation to dictate with the great wisdom yor 
high mandate demands, the laws which in this fo 
tunate era of peace are destined to govern the poli 
cal destinies of our country. 


A round of applause followed Aguinaldo’s speech, 
and the frenzied crowd, led by Felipe Buencamino, 
who had in the meantime ingratiated himself into the 
good graces of the President and had written the mes- 
sage for him, cheered for the Republic, the President, 
the Army, and Malolos. Aguinaldo stood up and an- 
nounced that the ceremonies were over and that Con- 
gress was to convene after electing its own officers." 
The delegates, the cream of the intelligentsia and in 
general “exceptionally alert, keen and intelligent in 
Appearance,” according to an American correspond- 
ent," were highly educated, counting among their 
jumbers, engineers, pharmacists, physicians, lawyers, 
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artists, soldiers, chemists, merchants, and business- 
men." Soon after the ceremonies, the delegates met 
again under the temporary presidency of Ambrosio 
Rianzares Bautista. Two committees were created, 
the first of which was composed of five members and 
charged with the duty of going over the credentials 
of each delegate, and the second, composed of three 
members, whose duty was to go over the report of 
the first committee.” In the afternoon, the legislative 
body proceeded to elect its officers, namely, Pedro A. 
Paterno, President; Benito Legarda, Vice-President; 
Gregorio Araneta, first Secretary; and Pablo Ocampo, 
second Secretary 


When Congress met on September 17, Paterno, 
who had now reached the peak of his ambition, ad- 
dressed the delegates thanking them for their “exces 
sive benevolence” in electing his “humble self” (mi 
pequeñez) to the highest position. At the same time, 
he pleaded for tolerance and unity. He said in party” 


Filipinos, today begins a new era; we are be 
holding the’ political resurrection of our people, 
Amidst the gloom of yesterday; amidst the graves of 
our heroes and martyrs; amidst the ruins of the past, 
there arises and stands the refulgent genius of liberty, 
embracing all the islands and uniting the Filipinos 
with bonds of holy brotherhood. 


Liberty is the real purpose of our existence on 
earth, the foundation of life and progress. 


Our past, the era of cruelty, of deceit, of slavery, 
has ended. We shall renew the history of the Phi 
ippines.... 


Да, Pablo Tecson, José Albert, Trinidad Н. Pardo de 
Tavera, Juan Tuason, and Vicente Somosa; 
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Filipinos, proceed! Let our steps be unflinch. 
ing and ever forward; let them be steps of justice, of 
love, of harmony, and of charity; let us win the sym- 
pathy of the whole world with generous and humani 
tarian deeds; and let us write, in the presence of the 
Lord, of the Supreme Being, the oath of our Independ- 
ence. 


It is surprising how Paterno, who a few months be- 
fore was passionately rooting for Spain and advising 
the Filipinos to return to the benevolent fold of Mother 
Spain, now with a straight face could tell his country- 
men to thank God for guiding them to the road to 
victory and “to maintain firm and high our tricolored 
banner — one, free, and independent But such was 
the composition of Congress: with very few exceptions, 
all were the embodiment of conservatism whose firm 
belief was not for freedom and independence but for 
protectorate or colony under which their vested in- 
terests would be safeguarded. 


That same afternoon, Congress created the Per- 
manent Commission of Justice as provided for in the 
decree of June 23, and late in the afternoon eight 
committees were constituted, namel: 


The Committee on Felicitation, composed of Pater- 
Gregorio Araneta, Higino Benitez, Joaquin Gonza- 
lez, Felipe Buencamino, Aguedo Velarde, Felix Bauti 


The Committee on Message, composed of Benito 


Vegarda, Pablo Ocampo, Antonio Luna, Salvador V. 


José Infante, Trinidad Н. Pardo de Tave- 
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del Rosario, José Alejandrino, Alberto Barretto, José 
Ма. де la Viña, José Luna, Antonio Luna, Mariano 
Abella, Juan Manday, Felipe G. Calderon, Arsenio Cruz 
Herrera, and Felipe Buencamino.” 

The first significant act of the Congress was the 
ratification of the “Act of the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence” on September 29.” Aguinaldo, “who walked to 
the Congress House [ Barasoain Church ] attired іп а 
dress suit, with Don Benito Legarda on his left, fol- 
lowed by other representative men of the Revolution- 
агу Party,” was acclaimed with “vociferous acclama- 
tions of the people and the strains of music. The 
ceremonies began at 10:30 in the morning with Agui- 
naldo delivering his message in Tagalog and Paterno 
delivering his in Spanish. Aguinaldo, after prais- 
ing Paterno for having been elected President of the 
Congress, said that the Filipinos could now “remain 
in peace, for we are one in mind and nobody desires 
Annexation and autonomy.” Apostrophizing Spain, 
Aguinaldo, carried away by rhetoric, declared :” 


та, Hugo Ilagan, José Basa Enriquez, José Albert, 
Tomás С. del Rosario, José Lerma, Teodoro Gonzalez, 
Hipólito Magsalin, Sofio Alandy, Mariano Abella, José 
Ma. de la Viña, José Luna, and Alberto Barretto; 


The Committee on Internal Regulations, compos- 
ed of Higino Benitez, Ariston Bautista, Felipe G. Cal- 
deron, Alberto Barretto, Domingo Samson, Felix Fer- 
rer, José Albert, Joaquin Gonzales, Trinidad H. Pardo 
de Tavera, José Ma, de la Viña, Teodoro Gonzalez, José 
Lerma, Salvador V. del Rosario, Antonio Luna, Isidro 
Paredes, Felipe Buencamino, Arsenio Cruz Herrera, 
and Ignacio Villamor; 

The Reception Committee, composed of Antonio 
Luna, Trinidad H. Pardo de Tavera, Tomás G. del Кон 
sario, Felipe Buencamino, Joaquin Gonzalez, and Ma- 
nuel Xeres Burgos; 


The Budget Committee, composed of Felipe Buen- 
camino, Tomás G. del Rosario, Fernando Canon, José 
Alejandrino, José Infante, and Isidro Paredes; 


The Committee on Style, composed of Trinidad М. ме know that you, too, were once a kingdom 


well-known for goodness like the great North Amer- 


Pardo de Tavera, Felipe С. Calderon, Joaquin Gonza- 
lez, Leon Ma. Guerrero, Miguel Zaragoza, Fernando 
Canon, Tomás G. del Rosario, Manuel Gomez, Antonio: 
Luna, José Ma. de la Viña, Salvador У. del Rosario, 
and José Albert; and 


The Committee to Draft the Constitution, come 
posed of Hipólito Magsalin, Basilio Teodoro, José 
Albert, Joaquin Gonzalez, Gregorio Araneta, Pablo 
Ocampo, Aguedo Velarde, Higino Benitez, Tomás б. 


ican nation, now an honorable friend who сате to 
show the greatness of her government to the world, 
aiding the enslaved countries to rise to their feet, 
and not colonizing them for her advantage but giving 
them good examples; now we witness the truth of 
what the famous President Moni said that the 
“United States is for the American: now І answer 
that the Philippines is for the Filipinos. * * * 

Once more the Filipinos should bear in mind 
that through war we discovered our Banner that was 
bom in struggles we are now winning, a banner 
which today is being honored and respected through- 


286 THE CRISIS OF THE REPUBLIC 


ош the Philippines. Behold this banner with three 
colors, three stars and a Sun, all of which have the 
following meaning: the red signifies the bravery of 
the Filipinos which is second to none, a color that 
was first used by the revolutionists of the province 
of Cavite on the 31 of August, 1896 until peace reigned 
With the Truce of Biyak-na-bato, The blue signifies 
that whoever will attempt to enslave the Filipinos 
Wil have to eradicate them first before they give way 
The white signifies that the Filipinos are capable of 
self-government like other nations The three stars 
With five points signify the islands of Luzon, the 
Visayas, and Mindanao. ... And lastly, the eight rays 
of the rising Sun signify the cight provinces of Ma 
nila, Bulakan, Pampanga, Nueva Ecija, Morong, La 
guna, gas and Cavite where martial law was 
declared. These are the provinces which gave light 
to the Archipelago and dissipated the shadows that 
wrapped hi By the light of the sun the Aetas, 
the Igorots, the Mangyans and the Moslems are now 
descending from the mountains, and all of them I ге 
cognize as my brothers. 


Paterno, now in complete command of Congress, 
gave vent to his patriotic feelings by declaring the 
“solemn ratification of the proclamation, made at 
Kawit.... by the local chiefs, of the independence of 
the Philippine nation” which, he added, to the accla- 
mation of the gallery, would rather be buried in its 
ruins before it suffered again from foreign dictation. 
The object, he said further, of the struggles was to 
emancipate the Philippines and that individual free 
dom and national independence were the two bases 
of Filipino society. The frenetic applause of the dele- 
gates and the gallery was sufficient recompense to 
the man who, a few months before, had been come 
pletely repudiated by the revolutionists 
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THE REVOLUTIONARY CONGRESS, DURING ITS SHORT 
life, passed some laws intended primarily to prevent 
foreigners from doing any mischief against the State. 
It is obvious that these laws were intended to 
discourage the Americans from taking advantage of 
the condition of the time. A law, for instance, required 
foreign travelers to carry passes duly signed by and 
secured from high government officials” Permit was 
also required of foreigners who were engaged in the 
shipping business,” and though they were allowed to 
enter all free ports only the master of the vessel was, 
however, allowed to land.” To protect Filipino labor, 
another law passed by Congress provided that only Fil- 
ipinos could unload cargoes from ships.” Another law 
prohibited any Filipino from dealing with foreigners 
without the consent of the government, while contracts 
entered into between a Filipino and a foreigner with- 
out the written consent of the government were de- 
clared null and void* А law prohibited any foreign 
vessel from landing troops on Philippine soil on any 
pretext whatsoever.” The foreigners in the Islands, 
realizing that the government meant business, respected 
the laws passed by Congress. In a manifesto еа 
by several prominent foreigners in Manila, they indi- 
sated neutrality and respect for the Philippine Gov- 
ernment.” 


Another law, passed by Congress in February 
1899, provided, among other things, for the standardi- 
jon of the salaries of the civil and military person- 
Î of the government. The table of salaries follows :* 
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Military Rank: 


Lieutenant-General 
General of Division 


Colonel 
Liewtenant-Colonel 
Major 


Captain 
First Lieutenant 


Civilian Equivalent: Salary: 


Secretary P720.00 
Chief of Superior 

Administration 600.00 
Do., First Class 540.00 
Do., Second Class 480.00 
Division Chief (Jefe 

de Negociado) 420.00 
Ist. Administrative Of- 

ficer P360.00 


2nd. Adm. Officer 300.00 
3rd. Adm. Officer 240.00 


Sergeant Clerk, with 2-1/2 chu- 

pas of rice 72.00 
Corporal Do. 54.00. 
Enlisted man Do. 42.00 


Another law was passed in March 1899 providing 
for pensions to children and widows of those who died 
in combat, The salient features of the law were:* 


1. Legitimate children, eighteen years of age, of 
those who died in the war, whether they be military 
or civilian, had a right to receive a monthly pension 
sufficient for their maintenance and education until 
they reached the legal age. Excepted from this provi- 
sion were those who could afford to live without 
pension. 


2. Widows of those who died in combat had also 
the right to be pensioned in the amount sufficient for 
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their maintenance for а period of two years from the 
death of their husbands. Excepted were those who 
re-married. 


3. The amount of pension for children, which may 
not be reduced, was scaled as follows: 


а. Р1000 for ten-year old children of 
generals. 

b. P15.00 for nine-year old children of 
generals. 

с. P7.00 for nine-year old children of chiefs 
and officers. 

d. P10.00 for nine-year old children of same. 

e. 5.00 and P7.00 for nine-year old children 
of others. 


Another important law passed by Congress was 
the Judiciary Law, which was provisional in character 
and intended to organize the judici Significant 
provisions of the law are contained in the following 
articles :” 


Article 2. — The power to apply the laws in civ- 
il and criminal proceedings, pronouncing judgment 
and enforcing the execution of such judgments, de- 
volves exclusively upon the Supreme Court and other 
inferior Tribunals and Judges. 


Article 3. — Tribunals and judges shall not ex- 
ercise any functions other than those specified in the 
preceding article, and such as this or other laws may 
prescribe. 


Article 4. — As a consequence of the provisions 
of the preceding article, neither judges nor tribunals 
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can, either directly or indirectly, take part in matters 
peculiar to the administration of the State, nor lay 
down rules or provisions of а general character re- 
garding the application or interpretation of the laws. 


Nor сап they approve, censure or correct the 
application or interpretation of laws made by their 
inferiors in the hierarchic order, unless they admin- 
ister justice by virtue of the appeals which the laws 
provide for. 


Article 5. — The provisions of the | precedin; 
article are not an obstacle to the presiding judges ol 
tribunals and, in а proper case, chambers of admin- 
istration, through the presiding judges, addressing to 
the courts and tribunals inferior to them, which are 
comprised within their respective jurisdictions, such 
advice as they may consider proper for a better ad 
ministration of justice, reporting their action without 
delay to the next higher court and directly to the Su 
preme Court of Justice. 


Article 6. — The regulations which the executive 
power may adopt in accordance with its powers, shall 
lever act as а repeal or modification of the organ- 
ization of the superior or inferior courts, nor the con- 
ditions prescribed by law for entering or promotions 
in the judiciary 


Article 7. — Judges, justices and tribunals ca 
not: 1. make application of general, provincial or local 
regulations, nor of other provisions of whatsoever 
nature, which are in conflict with the laws; 2. address 
messages of congratulations or censure of their acts 
to the executive power, to public officials or official cor- 
porations; 3. take any part in popular elections, except 
to cast their personal votes. Notwithstanding this, they 
shall exercise the powers and fulfill the duties which 
the laws impose upon them by reason of their office; 
4. take part in meetings, demonstrations or other acts 
of а political character, even though other Fi 
are permitted to do so; 5. place judges or justices in 
possession of their offices, whose appointments do 
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not conform to the Constitution of the State or the 
laws. 


Article 8. — Judges and justices shall be crim- 
inally liable for the violation they may commit of the 
Taws in the cases and form prescribed by law. 


Obedience to the provisions of the executive pow- 


er, when they are contrary to the law, shall not re- 
lieve them of this liabil 
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The judicial organization was patterned after the 


European system: no provision was made for declar- 


ing laws unconstitutional." Under the law, four kinds 
of courts were to be established: municipal courts, 
courts of first instance, superior courts or regional 
audiencias, and a supreme court. The six regional 
audiencias or superior courts were to be located in 
the capital of the Republic, and in Cebu, Zamboange 
Vigan, Iloilo, and Nueva Cáceres. The superior courts, 
except that in the capital, were to be composed of a 


presiding judge, two associate justices, one public pros 


ecutor, an assistant public prosecutor, and two sec- 


retaries. The superior court of the capital, on 


the 


other hand, was to be composed of a presiding judge, 
two presiding justices of the chamber, a secretary 
of the administration, a pubic prosecutor, and two 


deputy public prosecutors. 


The Supreme Court was to be composed of four 
chambers: the criminal chamber, the civil chamber of 
administration, the war, and the navy chamber. The 
criminal and civil chambers, which were to try crim- 
inal and civil cases, respectively, were each com- 
posed of one presiding justice and four justices. The 
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chamber of administration was to be composed ої a 
presiding justice of the tribunal, the presiding justices 
of the chambers, and an attorney general. The Su- 
preme Court, sitting en banc, was to constitute the 
chamber of justice with jurisdiction over cases involv- 
ing the President of the Republic, the Chief Justice, 
the Attorney General, the members of the Cabinet, the 
President of the Assembly, the presidents of the cham- 
bers of the Supreme Court, and the generals of the 
army. 


To make the judiciary a career for lawyers, the 
law also provided for the creation of a corps of aspir- 
ants. The aspirants, in order to be admitted to the 
must have finished a law course from the 
State university and must have passed an examination 
given by a board of examiners composed of the 
Chief Justice as chairman, two justices of the Supreme 
Court, the attorney general, three lawyers appointed 
by the government on the recommendation of the bar 
association, two law professors, and the secretary of 
the administration of the Supreme Court, as members. 
Judges of the courts of first instance were to be taken 
from the list of aspirants and preference was to be 
given to those at the top of the list. Vacancies in the 
higher courts were to be filled in by those in the lowes 
courts. Appointments of justices of the Supreme 
Court and other high officials of the judiciary were 
provided for in the “Transitory Provisions”. 


Article 82. — The original appointments of the 
offices of Presiding Judges of the Chambers and 
Associate Justices of the Supreme Court, shall be 
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made by the Government with the concurrence of 
the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court and the Per- 
manent Committee of the National Assembly. 


Article 83. — The original appointments to the 
offices of public Prosecutor and Deputy Public Prc- 
secutor of the Supreme Court shall also be made by 
the Government on the recommendation of the Attor- 
ney General of the Nation. 


Article 84, — The appointments of Associate 
Justices, Presiding Judges of Chambers, Public Pro: 
Secutor and Deputy Public Prosecutors, shall be con- 
ferred upon attorneys-atlaw who have attained the 
age of thirty years and exercised the profession of 
law for five years at least. 


Article 85. — The appointments of the other of- 
ficials of the judiciary and of the public prosecution 
service shall be conferred upon attorneysat-law who 
have attained the age of twenty-three years, at the 
option of the Government. 


Article 86. — Those who hold degrees of Licen- 
iate or Canon of Civil Law conferred by the U 
sity of Santo Tomas of Manila, or by any one in 
Spain prior to this date, shall be considered as hav- 
ing secured their degrees from a University supported 
by the State. 


The Filipino-American hostilities, which led to 
the odyssey of the seat of government and to the de- 
feat of Filipino arms, prevented the implementation 
of the law. 


Two important laws, however, stand out as the 
foremost accomplishments of the Congress. The first 
Was the law providing for a national loan and the sec- 
ond, the political constitution of the Republic. The 
former, though intended to increase the government's 
revenue, led, however, to a bitter conflict between 
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Mabini, on one hand, and the Paterno-Buencamino- 
Legarda-Rianzares group. The latter law, the political 
constitution, gave rise to a split in the legislative body 
which contributed, together with the law on the nation- 
al loan, to the fall of the Mabini Cabinet. 


On October 4, 1898, Benito Legarda, as Director 
of the Treasury and in behalf of the executive depart- 
ment, presented to Congress a bill providing for the 
sale of government bonds not to exceed P20,000,000 
and to issue paper money in the amount of 3,000,000. 
The bonds were to be redeemed in forty years begin- 
ning December 1, 1898. To redeem the bonds, the gov- 
ernment pledged the receipts from “rentals of all State 
property.” The same bill, which was passed by Con- 
gress on October 14 and approved by Aguinaldo on 
November 26,7 became the basis of the national loan- 
As will be seen later, this national loan became a burn- 
ing issue between Mabini and the Paterno group. 


The most significant achievement of Congress, 
however, was the framing of the constitution now gen- 
erally known as the Malolos Constitution. ‘There was 
nothing in the decree of June 18, nor in the supple- 
mentary decree of June 20 and the decree of June 23 
which can be fairly interpreted as an invitation to Con- 
gress to frame a constitution. What amounted to an 
“invitation” was Aguinaldo's message to Congress de- 
livered on September 15 in which he called upon the 
delegates “to write with their votes the immortal book 
of the Filipino constitution as the supreme expression 
of the national will.” Mabini, as author of the June 
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decrees, purposely withheld from Congress the power 
to frame a constitution, believing that it was not the 
opportune time to frame one. The Congress, Mabini 
further pointed out, was convoked to advise the Pres- 
ident of the Revolutionary Government on matters of 
grave importance, not to frame a constitution, But 
Buencamino, the author of the presidential message 
of September 15, purposely inserted in the message 
the “invitation” to Congress to prepare the highest law 
of the land, probably because as a member of Congress 
he looked upon the strong authority of the Chief Exe- 
cutive with suspicion. Considering the composition 
and the temper of the delegates, majority of whom be- 
longed to the vested interests and the lectual class 
who had been notorious for their indifference, if not 
hostility, to the revolution, Mabini's protests were, 
from the very start, doomed to failure. His opponents 
were the cream of the conservatives who probably 
silently resented his extraordinary influence over 
Aguinaldo. The conservative mind of the moment could 
not grasp, or simply refused to grasp, the logic of 
necessity that Mabini had in mind in favoring a strong 
executive during a period of storm and stress. Сопѕе- 
quently, the conservative mind carried the day by 
weight of numbers and decided to frame a constitu- 
tion to its liking. 


As a first step, the rules of debate and parliamen- 
tary proceedings were decided upon. Dr. Joaquin 
Gonzalez and Felipe G .Calderon, who were appointed 
to draft the rules, decided as a temporary measure to 
adopt “the rules of the Spanish Cortés, with slight 
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variations. ...™ The Committee to Draft the Constitu- 
tion, of which Paterno, Buecamino, and Calderon were 
influential members, received two drafts of the consti- 
tution submitted by Paterno and Mabini. The latter's 
project, called the Constitutional Programme of the 
Philippine Republic, and the Paterno plan, in the opin- 
ion of Calderon, strongly smelled of the Spanish 
Constitution of 1868 and, therefore, were unaccept- 
able to him. Calderon, himself interested in framing 
а constitution, moved cautiously and gauged the opin- 
ions of the delegates before proceeding with his subile 
plan of displacing the ones prepared by Mabini and 
Paterno with his own. For an astute man of keen ob- 
servation it was easy enough to feel the political pulse 
of the delegates: he found out that Mabini’s project 
was unpopular less because he was aloof and uncom 
promising, than because the Constitutional Programma 
was based on the General Statutes of Universal Mason- 
ry —a fact which the majority of the delegates, who 
were confirmed Catholics and Mason-baiters, ab- 
horred.* On the other hand, Calderon found out that 
Paterno’s plan had the backing of a sizable majority 
of the delegates. Moving like a panther after its prey, 
Calderon quietly made his deft moves and announced, 
with an eye cocked at Paterno, that the constitution 
should be based on the latter's plan. Thus, at one 
swift stroke, he succeeded in neutralizing Paterno by 
making him feel secure and comfortable — a false 
sense of security and comfort — for Calderon knew 
that an open assault on the President of Congress 
would be fatal to his own project. “My situation,” he 
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confided later, “was somewhat difficult, and if I 
wanted my ideals to prosper I would have to satisfy 
the vanity of some and at the same time display con- 
siderable tact, so that, while I submitted my own plan, 
they should not perceive that I had disregarded the 
one given me by Pedro Paterno. 


Deriving inspiration from the constitutions of Bel- 
gium, Mexico, Guatemala, Costa Rica, Brazil, and 
France, Calderon, with the help of Cayetano Arellano, 
now prepared his version of the Philippine Constitu- 
tion. Having conveniently eliminated Paterno’s plan, 
Calderon, in the session of October 8, reported his 
draft to Congress." Voting on the draft, however, did 
not take place at once owing to the lack of quorum 
to which Delegate José Luna called attention. On 
October 21, printed copies of the draft were distrib- 
uted and earnest discussions began on October 25” 
In the afternoon session of this day, Delegate Arcadio 
del Rosario maintained that the constitution should 
have been patterned after that of the United States 
because the latter was “the champion of liberty and 
the most democratic, and with which the Filipinos are 
united by strong ties of friendship and sympath 
Calderon reasoned out that the customs, usages and 
history of the Philippines were different from those of 
the United States.* 


The session of October 28 marked the beginning 
of the voting on the articles of the draft. Active in the 
succeeding debates were Delegates Tomas G. del Rosa- 
rio, Arcadio del Rosario, Pablo Tecson, Alberto Bar- 
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retto, Joaquin Gonzalez, Aguedo Velarde, Felipe G. Cal- 
deron, Ignacio Villamor, Felix Ferrer, and Cecilio Hi- 
lario” Amendments were introduced in the draft, but 


the thorny question that di 
provision making Catholicism the State religi 


ПІ of the Calderon draft had three articles, as fol- 


lows :® 


Article 5. — The nation shall protect the cult 
and ministers of the Roman Catholic Apostolic reli- 
gion, which is the religion of the State, and shall 
not use its revenues for the expenses of any other cult. 

Article 6. — Any other cult may be practiced pri- 
vately, provided that it is not contrary to morals and 
good customs, and does not subvert the security of 
the Nation, 

Article 7. — The enjoyment and the discharge of 
the duties and official functions in the Republic, as 
well as the acquisition and exercise of civil and poli- 
tical rights, shall be independent of the religion of 
the Filipinos. 


Whether Calderon was aware of it or not, the 
fact that he was the grandson of a Spanish friar prob- 
ably militated against his impulse to provide for reli- 
gious equality. Here the conservative mind, deeply 
rooted in the marriage of Church and State, came to 
the surface and protruded like a buoy swaying in all 
directions but unable to free itself from its anchorage. 
Calderon probably believed that because a great major 
ity of the delegates were Roman Catholics his draft 
providing for a State religion would pass without much 
discussion. He was, however, disappointed. There 
were some Masons among the delegates and many 
more Catholics who, while remaining loyal to their reli- 
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gion, nevertheless were wary of the authoritarian pow- 
er of the Church whose votaries were precisely one of 
the primary causes of the revolution. In the session 
of November 22, Delegate Tomás С. del Rosario, "ап 
eloquent and graceful orator of the Filipino Parlia- 
ment,”* spoke against the religious provision of the 
draft with a power and learning that drew the ap- 
plause not only of the gallery, but also of the dele- 
gates themselves. For almost five hours, he harangued 
the Congress, pointing out that the Roman Catholic 
Church had been, for centuries, “the faithful instru- 
ment of discontent, of misery and dishonor to entire 
families” in the Philippines. Adverting to medieval 
history, “the nightingale of Filipino eloquence,” as he 
was dubbed by an admiring young lady who heard 
him cite such respected names as Richelieu, Chateau- 
briand, Tacitus, Gregory УП, Innocent III, Boniface 
VIII, and Charles V of the Holy Roman Empire, traced 
briefly the growth of the papal power both in the eccle- 
siastical and the temporal fields and pointed out that 
“a religious imposition might provoke a civil war” 
and that a privileged religion might give way to serious 
conflicts. He then proposed that Title III of the draft 
be amended to read: “The State recognizes the free- 
dom and equality of all cults, as well as the separation 
of the Church and State.” 


In the afternoon of the same day, Delegate Manuel 
Gomez, after apologizing for having been absent dur- 
ing the morning session owing to his failure to catch 
the morning train for Malolos, took the floor and 
argued, quite beside the point, that religion was neces- 
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sary to man and if the State should have a religion at 

all that religion must be the Catholic religion in which 
the Filipinos were born. It did not matter, he added, 
that the ministers of the Roman Catholic faith prosti- 
tuted their calling because such prostitution did not 
divest the Catholic religion of its merits “which should 
be distinguished from the human frailties..." At 
this point, Delegate Arcadio del Rosario proposed that 
should a vote be taken on the subject a notice be posted 
two days in advance. Delegate Joaquin Gonzalez, how- 
ever, reminded the gentleman that the proposition 
was contrary to the parliamentary rules adopted by 
Congress. It was now 5:40 and the deepening shad- 
ows led to adjournment. 


A State religion is no brake to rude passions 
as evidenced by the comparative statistics on crimes 
in countries where there is a State religion and where 
there is none; 


6. In the United States where there is freedom of 
worship, the Catholic religion has flourished ; 

7. To protect a religion is tantamount to confer- 
ring upon it a privilege and such a privilege will in the 
long run spell the ruin of the State; 


8. The decadence of Spain springs principally 


from a negation of religious freedom and the predom- 
inance of the cleri 


9. There is genuine tolerance in the country and 
it would be a crime against conscience if, after 350 
years of experiment with fruitless results, it is insisted 
that there be another period of probation; 


The following day, Nov-mber 23, Delegate Arca- 
dio del Rosario took the floor against the adoption of 
a State religion, He adduced twelve reasons why а 
State religion was repugnant, namely :* 


10. It is highly immoral or inhuman to oblige the 
State to enter into another compromise whose fulfill- 


1. The ministers of a religion protected by the Ше акшалык force: 


State begin exercising their functions as martyrs and 
end as tyrants; 11. If a strong power like France has not succeed- 
‘ed in diminishing or weakening the power of the pope, 


2. It is hardly decorous of the clergy to be close аа 


to the State; 


3. It is belittling the Roman Catholic religion to 


12. The idea of any State religion has already 
beg that it be protected; 


heen impugned by no less an authority on the subject 


Mr. Emilio Lavelaje. 
4. The papal power in countries where there is 


no freedom of worship always interferes with the 


other power (temporal), an interference that gives 
rise to lamentable results; 


Delegate Tomas G. del Rosario, taking the floor 
edify Delegate Manuel Gomez, pointed out that he 
id not in the least impugn the merits of the Catholic 
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religion, but that he maintained that a State should 
not protect any religion, for to do so would be to 
create a State within a State — a situation that had 
been rejected by modern civilization. 


It was now obvious that the delegates were hope- 
lessly divided on the question. The people, too, learn- 
ing of the crucial debates, took sides and for the first 
time allowed themselves the luxury of freely express- 
ing their preferences without any fear of being incar- 
cerated or banished to distant lands. Both groups, the 
pro and the con, found allies in and outside the ses 
sion hall and in the confusion that the debates en- 
gendered one group hurled charges and counter- 


charges against the other. Thus, the Calderon group 
was accused of being the stooges of the friars. More 
cutting was the indictment that the men carrying the 
burden of defending the State religion were traitors 
to the cause of the Revolution." Isabelo de los Reyes, 
in an essay on the subject, belittled the Calderon proz 
ject on the State religion by pointing out that such 
a religion would be a devisive force making for a pro- 
tected citizenry and an unprotected citizenry, He 
ѕаіа:" 


‘The first, who are the Catholics, have the right 
10 exercise publicly the rites of their religion, and the 
second, those professing other beliefs, do not have 
this right It is equally clear that the Filipino 
minister of the Catholic faith will be protected by the 
State, while the others professing another religion 
will not have the same protection, * * * Shall we 
launch the Philippine ship of State with distinctions, 
preferences, divisions, and dissensions among the 
same subjects? 


Вага 
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As author of the constitution, Calderon had to 
defend his proposition, Lamely, he invoked the names 
of Fathers Pelaez, Burgos, Zamora, Gomez, Diaz, and 
Mendoza, saying that they, too, shed their blood for 
the welfare of the country. Citing alleged historical 
data, which Delegate Tomas G. del Rosario branded as 
fictitious, Calderon proceeded to say that “Religious 
liberty is impossible, philosophically considered, an 
historical absurdity, a political nonsense, especially 
in the Philippines.” Time and again, during the ses- 
sion of November 24, Tomas G. del Rosario and, later, 
General José Alejandrino, interrupted Calderon to 
point out his historical errors. But he went on and 
on with his historical inaccuracies. 


In the last session, on November 29, Calderon 
Again took the floor and pointed out that practically 
all nations have State religions and that the separation 
of the Church and State was utopian, possible only in 
pure reason but not in practice, Then he said that 
there should not be any fear that the Filipino clergy 
would usurp political powers, for they had sufficiently 
demonstrated their unwavering patriotism. At this 
point, he was interrupted by Delegate Arcadio del Ro- 
Мано and other delegates who shouted: “Not the cler- 
йу, but the Papacy!” At another point when Calderon 
iid that the papacy raised the banner against what 
contrary to morals and good customs, he was 
in interrupted by shouts of “And the Inquisition?" 
luding his defense, Calderon argued that in the 
lippines the only tie that would bind the Tagalog 
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to the other linguistic groups was religion and that the 
separation of the Church and State would be suicidal. 


During all the time that the religious question was 
being debated in Congress — October 29, November 4, 
5, 8, 15, 18, 22, 24, and 29 — Aguinaldo and Mabini 
scrupulously refrained from making any comment that 
might be misunderstood by either group in Congress. 
Although both were Masons, they did not attempt to 
swing the voting in favor of those against the Calderon 
project. When, however, Mebini sensed that there 
would be an impasse, he hastened to write a letter 
in Tagalog to Aguinaldo, saying :" 

‘The religious question is being hotly debated in 


gress accept will 
Congress: either one [of the groups] you accept wil 
Tead to the alienation of the other from the Govern- 


ment. 
It is necessary to commission one of the 5 

yetaries to tell Congress that so long as the condition 
of the country is not stable the subject should not 
be discussed. * * * 

accept the unity of Religion [and State] 
those you could depend upon in critical times will be 
alienated from you. 


There is no record that Aguinaldo heeded Mabini’ 


advice, but it can be inferred that he did, for Congress 
passed the “Temporary Provisions” of the Constitur 


tion, which read as follows :* 


ticle 100, — The execution of Article 5, Title 
3, is hereby suspended until the meeting of the Com 
stituent Assembly. In the meantime, the mi 
ities or places which may require the spiritual offices 
of a Filipino priest shall provide for his maintenance. 
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Mabini, in advising Aguinaldo to exert pressure 
оп Congress to put off the discussion of the religious 
question, showed political sagacity, for had his per- 
sonal preference been shown or merely implied he 
would have added fuel to the already burning ques- 
tion which might have resulted not so much in the 
alienation of the Calderon faction as of the Filipino 
clergy whose positive assurance of “oneness” with the 
revolutionists was of capital importance to Aguinaldo. 
The latter himself expressed his wish not to alienate 
ог antagonize the Filipino clergy when, at his instance, 
the Secretary of the Interior, on September 1, 1898, 
cireularized all provincial governors advising them to 


lse utmost care to avoid conflicts with the Filipino 
clergy.” 


Delegate Joaquin Gonzalez, who was scheduled to 
speak for the State religion, renounced his privilege 
and acceded to the wish of the majority that the reli- 
pious question be put to a vote. At this time, Antonio 
Luna, who had affiliated himself with the “radical” 
faction since the beginning of the debate, was outside 
the session hall his loyal adherents. He had ad- 
Vised them to stay away from the session hall but to 
femain “within call at a moment's notic The con- 
servatives, after making sure that they had a majority, 
then decided to have Congress vote on the religious 
Mwestion. At the precise moment when the voting was 
bout to take place, Luna, at the head of the “radi- 
ls,” entered the session hall — to the surprise and 
пау of the conservatives.” The nominal voting on 
mte Tomás С. del Rosario’s amendment resulted 
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in a tie: twenty-five for the amendment and an equal 
number against. Pablo Tecson abstained from voting. 
Paterno could have turned the tide in favor of the 
conservatives by casting his vote, but he scrupulously 
refrained from antagonizing the “radical” faction. The 
conservatives, astounded at Paterno’s “betrayal,” re- 
sented his move, but he deftly pointed out that the 
internal rules authorized another voting in case of а 
tie. The second nominal voting then was taken, with 
Pablo Tecson voting for the amendment. The votes 
stood twenty-six for the amendment and twenty-five 
against. The three articles in the original Title TIT of 


the draft were consequently reduced to one, to read 
as follows: 


vested in three departments: the executive, the legis- 
lative, and the judicial. The executive power was 
vested in the President of the Republic who was to 
be elected by the Assembly of Representatives sitting 

a Constituent Assembly. The legislative power was 
vested in the unicameral Assembly of Representatives 
whose members were to be elected for a term of four 
years. They were to represent not the locality which 
voted them in, but the whole nation. The sessions, to 
begin on April 15 of each year, were to last for three 
months. The judicial power was vested in the Supreme 
Court and other courts to be established by laws. The 
Chief Justice was to be elected by the Assembly of 
Representatives with the approval of the President 


of the Republic and the Cabinet or Council of Govern- 
ment. 


Article 5. — The State recognizes the freedom 
and equality of all cults, as well as the separation of 
the Church and State. 


A few more alterations were inserted in the Cals 
deron draft, particularly in the second “Transitory 
Provisions,” and then the delegates voted for the whole 
document, It was sent to Aguinaldo for approval. AS 
will be seen later, Mabini strenuously objected to the 
final draft making the Chief Executive a mere figure= 
head, leading Aguinaldo to withhold his approval um 
til January 1899. 


What distinguishes the Malolos Constitution from 
other constitutions is the supremacy of the legislative 
branch, Calderon, who had a mortal fear of the exec- 
live and the military around him who, he thought, 
might abuse their powers, insisted on the wide legis- 
lative powers in order to counteract those of the 
executive. Thus, the Constitution provided for a Per- 
manent Commission, composed of members of Con- 
gress, “which, during the recess of the Congress, as- 
‘sumed all the powers of the same, with full authority 
® adopt emergency measures.”* Calderon's fear and 
bably jealousy of Aguinaldo and the military, many 
whom were from Cavite and fiercely loyal to the 
sident, was expressed years later when the Ameri- 


THE POLITICAL CONSTITUTION OF THE PHILIPPINE 
Republic, popularly known as the Malolos Constitue 
tion, provided for the establishment of a Philippine 
Republic whose government was popular, representa- | 
tive, and responsible. The powers of government were 
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cans were firmly established in the Philippines. He 
said :* 


1 remembered that the insurrection had been 
organized by the most ignorant element of the people 
and that for a long time we were going to have a very 
great predominance of the military element, whose 
ignorance was indisputable, to such an extent that 
General Luna himself, as soon as he took charge of 
the direction of the war, organized academies in order 
that the officers may ‘acquire some knowledge of 
military tactics of а scientific nature, The fact that 
the insurgent army was completely ignorant is not 
at all strange, because any person who knows how 
the insurrection was organized is well aware of the 
fact that Andres Bonifacio recruited his men from 
among the most ignorant classes, 


It was this fear of the “ignorant masses” who would 
hold power in the executive branch that led the Cal- 
deron group to enlarge the powers of the legislative 
which was then safely in the grip of the conservative 
mind. Calderon admitted :" 


Being fully convinced, therefore, that in case of 
obtaining our independence, we were for a long time 
to have a really oligarchic republic in which the mili- 
tary element, which was ignorant in almost its en- 
irety, would predominate, I preferred to see that 


ti 
oligarchy neutralized by the oligarchy of intelligence, 
seeing that the Congress would be composed of the 
most intelligent elements of the nation, This is the 
principal reason why І vested Congress with such 
ample powers, not only within the legislative sphere, 
but also in its control of the executive and the judi- 
cial branches. In опе word, where oligarchies were 
concerned, І preferred the oligarchy of the intelli- 
gence to an ignorant oligarchy. 
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Evidently, Calderon acted from purely personal 
motives ; his contemptuous references to the “ignorant 
masses” and the executive and his military officers 
showed that, far from being farsighted he was, in fact, 
suffering from political myopia. The provisions of his 
draft making the legislative branch supreme even over 
the executive and the judicial departments were aimed 
not so much against the military as such, as against 
the “ignorant military” of the time. More importantly, 
he took it upon himself to avenge the humiliation he 
suffered from the hands of the “ignorant military” 
who suspected him of opportunism when he refused 
to join the Dictatorial Government soon after its es- 
tablishment. His avenging hand was seen in his in- 
sistence to make the legislative department the superior 
of the other two branches of the government. 


THE LOST CAUSE зп 


recognition of Philippine independence and belliger- 
ency. As early as June 10, 1898, Agoncillo wrote Agui- 
naldo that a representative be sent to the United States 
in order to ascertain American intentions regarding 
the Philippines.” Owing perhaps to this suggestion, the 
decree of June 23 provided for the creation of a commit- 
tee to take charge of what may properly be called a 
propaganda corps. On August 7, Aguinaldo instructed 
Agoncillo to publish the “Act of Proclamation” and 
the “Manifesto to Foreign Governments” in the Hong 
Kong papers. Furthermore, he exhorted Agoncillo to 
exert all efforts in publicizing the Philippine situation, 
adding: 


Nine: 


THE LOST CAUSE 


HEN AGUINALDO INSISTED THAT INDEPENDENCE 
be proclaimed as a condition for the organiza- 
tion of the central government," his intention was 
to create a good impression on the foreign Pow- 
ers whose sympathy he sought to win in the struggle 
for recognition. The next step was the reorganization of 
the central as well as the provincial and municipal 
governments, followed by the convening of Congress 
and the establishment of courts of justice, thereby 
completing the machinery of government necessary to 
carry out the laws and decrees. With the governmental 
Set-up now complete, Aguinaldo turned his attention 
to the creation of a propaganda machine whose duty 
was to focus the attention of the foreign Powers on 
the rebel government with a view to their eventual 


It is important that you should go [to the United 
States] as soon as possible, so that McKinley's Gov- 
ernment would know the true situation, Show him 
that our people have their own Government, сіу 
‘organizations in the provinces already exist, and soon 
the Congress of Representatives of these provinces 
will meet. Tell him that they cannot do with the 
Philippines what they like.... ***The policy that 
you will pursue in the United States is as follows: 
make them understand that whatever might be their 
intentions toward us it will not be possible for them 
10 overrule the sentiments of the people represented 
by the government and so it cannot be ignored by 
them... Still, do not accept any contracts сг give 
any promises respecting protection or annexation, be- 
‘cause we shall see first if we can obtain independence. 
That is what we shall secure in the meantime, if it 
should be possible to do so. *** Give them to un- 
derstand in a way that you are unable to obligate 
Yourself, but once we are independent then we shall 
be able to make arrangements with them, 
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Three days later, on August 10, Aguinaldo once 
more wrote Agoncillo urging him to proceed at once 
to the United States to represent the country there. He 
also told him to leave the Hong Kong Committee to 
Apacible, Sandico, Lukban, and Gonzaga and to com- 
municate with Vicente Ilustre, Agoncillo’s cousin, to 
make him come to Hong Kong to “complete the per- 
sonnel” in the British colony. On the same day, Agui- 
naldo, in order to make the Hong Kong Committee a 
permanent and official body, issued a decree establish- 
ing the Revolutionary Committee at Hong Kong com- 
posed of a Central Directorate, members, and corre- 
spondents. The following were to compose the Com- 
mittee: 


Central Directorate: President, Vicente Ilustre; 
Vice-President and Treasurer, Cipriano Kalaw; Sec- 
retary, Teodoro Sandico; and Councilors, Justo Luke 
ban and Gracio Gonzaga. 


Members: José Ma. Basa, Doroteo Cortés, Galica- 
по Apacible, Crisanto Lichauco, Luis Rafael Yangeo, 
Andrés Garchitorena, and Arcadio del Rosario. 


Correspondents: Pedro Roxas and Juan Luna, for 
France ; Antonio Regidor and Sixto Lopez, for England ; 
Felipe Agoncillo, for the United States; Mariano Pon- 
ce and Faustino Lichauco, for Japan; and Heriberto 
Zarcal, for Australia. 


The Hong Kong Committee functioned not only 
as a listening post of the Revolutionary Government, 
but also as a procurement office and propaganda 
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agency. In view of the absence of many of those ap- 
pointed to the Committee by the August 10 decree, 
Aguinaldo issued another decree on August 24 re- 
creating the Revolutionary Committee at Hong Kong 
and defining its powers.’ The decree specifically out- 
lined the composition of the Revolutionary Commit- 
tee: it was to be composed of, a Directive Board, 
Members, and Correspondents appointed by the Gov- 
ernment. The Directive Board was to be composed of 
а President, a Vice-President, a Treasurer, an Auditor, 
and а Secretary. The number of Members was inde- 
terminate, but they were to be divided into three dele- 
gations: diplomacy, army, and navy. Each of these 


delegations was to have a director. The functions were 
broadly outlined as follows :* 


1, The Directive Board may represent the Gov- 
emment abroad but cannot bind itself by any treaty 
‘or agreement without the consent of the Government. 


It may, however, undertake and close all matters 
which do not require such treaty or special agreement 
for their termination, provided they do not act in con- 
travention of the instructions received from the Rev- 
olutionary Government. 


2. The Directive Board shall administer the funds 
which the Government may place abroad in accord- 
ance with the instructions it may receive, and the 
treasurer, in conjunction with the Auditor, shall make 
а semi-annual report of the expenditure of such funds. 


3. Said Board may recommend to the Govern- 
ment the appointments of Correspondents in nations 
where they may be necessary and shall transmit to 
them the order of the Government. 
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Tt may also propose the appointments of persons 
it considers suitable for the offices of меба аз 
well as their distribution into the three Delegations 
mentioned. 


. The duties of the Directive Board and Corre- 
ату shall be: 1. АШ the work of propaganda 
abroad; 2. All diplomatic negotiations with foreign 
governments; and 3. The preparation and contract- 
ing for as many expeditions (shipment of arms, etc.) 
ав may be necessary for purposes of the Republic. 


The Delegations shall assist the Directive Board 
in all this work, either by its opinion or by facilitat- 
ing the negotiations of the same with its influence, 
resources and physical labor. 


‘The Correspondents shall make reports of their 
management to the Government, through the Board. 


country as also to petition the foreign governments 
for the official recognition of the independence and 
government of the Philippines." The Commission as 
thus created was composed of Felipe Agoncillo, Pres- 
ident; Emiliano Riego de Dios, Vice-President ; Grego- 
rio Araneta, Secretary; Benito Legarda, Juan Luna, 
José Losada, Pedro P. Roxas, Antonio Regidor, Felix 
Roxas, and José Albert, Members. The members of 
the Commission were authorized, individually and col- 
lectively, to “appear before any legally recognized gov- 
ernment and represent the interests of the Filipinos 
before the same. 


In view of Aguinaldo’s eagerness in inaugurating 
a “diplomatic” offensive, Agoncillo, on August 26, wrote 
that he needed his credentials immediately as repre- 
sentative to the United States and suggested that two 
or three representatives be sent to the United States 
in order to form a diplomatic mission. At the same 
time, he pointed out that it was doubtful whether 
Japan could be relied upon by the Filipinos in their 
siruggle for recognition, for he believed that Japan 
and England had an understanding regarding the Phil- 
ippine question in the event that other Powers inter- 
fered with the Americans in the Philippines. Help 
from Japan, therefore, could not be expected as long 
Ws the United States was in the Philippines? 


5. The Board may commission one or more of 
its members to conduct certain important negotia- 
tions with the Correspondents of the points where the 
negotiations are to be conducted. 


The Committe as a whole was to be composed of 
the members of the Hong Kong Committee.’ Those 
appointed were Galicano Apacible, Faustino Lichauco, 
and Crisanto Lichauco. The Committee was charged 
with taking care of the funds and property belonging 
to the Revolutionary Government and of making a 
list of “Filipinos residing in said colony [ Hong Kong Î 
and other nearby places that may unite in forming a 
part of the Committee.” The appointees were in- 
structed to exercise the “powers of the Directive Board 
in all matters that do not admit of delay.” On Novem- 
ber 23, Aguinaldo issued again another decree creating 
а Commission “charged with informing the civilized 
world of the true political and social condition of the 


In what may be regarded as final instructions to 
illo, Aguinaldo, on August 30, wrote:" 


Tt is said that General Merritt is going away to 
take part in the work of the Commission [Paris Peace 
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Conference.] On this account, it is important that you 
procesd as quickly as possible to America, in order 
to know what will take place. If perchance we should 
go back to Spanish control, ask them (the Americans} 
to help us as the French’ helped them during their 
own revolution and ask also the terms. * * * 1 am not 
informed if it is true that our representatives will be 
admitted to the Commission; if they should be ad 
mitted go immediately to the place where they will 
meet, which is said here to be in Paris, September 15, 
and if among our countrymen there or in London there 
be one who will agree with the policy of the gov- 
ernment, according to your instructions, propose his 
name at once so that credentials may be sent him. * * 
Та whatever agreement you will make you will insert as 
a condition the recognition of this government. 


At almost the same time, Aguinaldo instructed the 
diplomatic representatives abroad to entangle the 
United States in the affairs of the Philippines so that 
she might be forced to prevent foreign Powers from 
dividing up the country.” 


Armed with Aguinaldo’s instructions as contained 
in the letters dated August 7 and 30, and some P16,000, 
Agoncillo boarded the steamer China on September 2 
bound for the United States. With him was his cone 
provinciano and secretary, Sixto Lopez. Luckily for 
Agoncillo, General Francis V. Greene was on the same 
boat on his way to the United States.* 


Galicano Apacible, who arrived at Hong Kong ЇВ 
the afternoon of September 1, prepared to take over 
from'Agoncillo.” In view of the divergence of opinions 
among the members of the Hong Kong Committee. 
harmony among them was disrupted by occasional 
bickerings. Sandico, for one, returned to Manila to 


conflict was purely a matter of personal interest, such 
“as the fight over the commission in purchasing arms 
aiid ammunition, currying favor from Aguinaldo, and 
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work not only for Aguinaldo, but also for the Ameri- 
cans, Yangco resigned in order to devote more of his 
time to his business interests. Pedro Р. Roxas and 
Basa were annexationists and so found their positions 
in the revolutionary setup anomalous." Doroteo Cor- 
tés, too, as has been seen, was more interested іп be- 
coming an American citizen than in working with the 
revolutionary leaders." Because of these defections, 
the Revolutionary Committee was reorganized in No- 
vember, with the following as officers :" Galicano Apa- 
cible, President; Vicente Fernandez, Vice-President; 
Faustino Lichauco, Secretary; Crisanto Lichauco, 
Treasurer; Felipe Agoncillo (in absentia), Ramon 
Ѕууар, Gregorio Losada, and Mariano Marti, mem- 
bers; Howard Bray, Press Representative; and Ches- 
ney Duncan, General Adviser. 


While it cannot be doubted that the members of 
the Hong Kong Committee were well-intentioned, yet 
Owing to the varied and often conflicting personal in- 
ferests they represented they did not succeed quite 
thoroughly in working as a unit for the welfare of the 
Gountry. There were factions which, instead of uniting 
for the common cause, fought one another to the detri- 
ment of the cause.” In some cases, the cause of the 


Jove of power. In other cases, the conflict was based 
political beliefs or on the course of action to be 
ken in regard to the problems of the government. 

is, while Agoncillo, Alejandrino, and Apacible were 
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for independence, the Cortés family, Basa, Don Pedro 
Roxas, and others, were for annexation to the United 
States. 


The Hong Kong Committee had, in some instances, 
succeeded in supplying the rebels in the Philippines 
with arms and ammunition. However, in one of its 
transactions, the Committee was swindled and lost 
P150,000. Apacible, as president of the Committee, gave 
Spitzel and Company, through Meliton Carlos, the sum 
of P150,000 for the purchase of arms and ammunition. 
The Company, through bad faith, refused to deliver 
the arms to the Committee unless the Philippine Gov- 
ernment paid the balance of P113,000. Apacible ex- 
plained that he had in his possession a receipt stating 
the amount given to Spitzel and Company, but he ad- 
mitted that the receipt was worthless in compelling 
the Company to return the money advanced to it. 
Committee then decided to check up on the reliability 
of Spitzel and Company. On January 23, 1899, at 
the home of Faustino Lichauco, the Committee met 
again to thresh out the problem. Apacible pointed out 
that in view of the impossibility of directly dealing 
with Spitzel and Company, Mr. Howard Bray be re- 
quested to act as intermediary. 


Bray reported that Spitzel and Company was on 
the verge of bankruptcy and that the banks in Hong 
Kong counseled the Committee not to transact bus 
ness with it because its known capital was only 
£12,000. The Committee was shocked, but it could 
not do anything under the circumstances. To extrir 
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cate itself from this painful embarrassment, the Com- 
mittee decided that it would be more prudent and prac- 
tical to lose P150,000 than to expose the Philippine 
Government to scandal and further losses." 


The drive to win the sympathy of the foreign gov- 
ernments to the side of the rebels continued unabated, 
Propaganda committees were established in Europe. 
In Paris, on November 16, 1898, Agoncillo, then in the 
city contacting the American Peace Commissioners, 
proposed to the Filipino residents the creation of a 
propaganda committee to attract the attention of the 
American and Spanish commissioners to the Philip- 
pine question. His proposal was approved and the fol- 
lowing were elected officers: José Ramirez, President; 
Felix M. Roxas and Fernando Zobel, Secretaries; Ra- 
mon Abarca, Treasurer; Felix Resurrección Hidalgo, 
Antonio Vergel de Dios, and Ramon Ramirez, Coun- 
cilors. The members of the Filipino Republican Com- 
mittee at Paris passed an “Act of Adhesion” to the 
Philippine Government and to its officials.” There is 
no record that the Committee achieved anything 
worthwhile. 


Hearing of the Paris Committee, the Filipino resi- 
dents of Madrid met on December 14, 1898 and form- 
ed the Filipino Republican Committee of Madrid. Its 
officers were: Rafael del Pan, President; Tomas Aréjo- 
la, Vice-President; Isauro Gabaldon, Secretary; Pas- 
sual H, Poblete, Assistant Secretary; Isabelo de los 
Reyes, Treasurer; Modesto de los Reyes, Cayetano 
Lukban, Ramon Trias, and Vicente Ilustre, Councilors.” 
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When, however, Rafael del Pan departed for the Phil- 
ippines, the Committee met again and elected a new 
set of officers: Tomás Aréjola, President ; Dominador 
Gomez, Vice-President; José Rodriguez, Secretary; 
Jesus Майд, Assistant Secretary; Isabelo de los Reyes, 
Treasurer; Jose Vañó, Censor-Auditor; Modesto de 
los Reyes, Cayetano Lukban, Vicente Ilustre, and Ce- 
lestino Rodriguez, Councilors? With the exception of 
Isabelo de los Reyes, who edited the propaganda paper 
Filipinas ante Europa, the rest were satisfied with 
congratulating themselves for having been elected as 
officers of the club, 

The Hong Kong Committee, whatever its occasion- 
al aberrations, did succeed in procuring arms for the 
Philippine Government. Its success was proved by the 
zeal with which the American Government, through 
its military attaché in Peking, tried to disrupt the acti- 
vities of the Hong Kong Committee. In a report to the 
Secretary of War on November 10, 1900, Lt. Col. John 
S. Mallory, the military attaché at Peking, maintained 
that the Hong Kong Committee had, as of October 1900, 
the following arms ready for delivery to the Philippine 
Government: 5,000 rifles, 2,000 revolvers, 3,000 
swords, 50,000 rounds of ammunition, thirty guns, four 
tons of gunpowder, and 100 bombs. This veritable ar- 
senal was allegedly stored at Hong Kong, Macao, 
Shanghai and “one ог more points in Japan, but a 
part of it may be in Singapore and Penang.” Continu- 
ing his report, Mallory said: “At this date the Junta 
is said to have the following stored in a warehouse, 
in Hongkong, belonging to Siemssen & Company: 
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1,000 rifles, 10,000 rounds of rifle cartridges, 3,000 
rounds of Revolver cartridges and fifty revolvers. 
These arms and ammunition are said to have been 
purchased of, or through, one Yan Cheong, a Chinese 
dealer in Queen's Road, Hongkong. 

On November 23, 1900, Mallory suggested to his 
government that representations be made with the 
Hong Kong Government for the suppression of the 
Committee. He cited “the action of the Goyernment 
of Great Britain in 1896 in banishing, at the request 
of China, the so-called reformer Sun Yat Sen, who had 
instigated a rebellion in the Canton Province and who 
was kidnapped їп London....’" In another report 
dated November 29, 1900, the indefatigable Mallory 
said he discussed with the Governor of Hong Kong the 
subject of suppressing the Committee in the colony. 
He said :* 


Тһе Governor was very decidedly of the opinion 
that it would be impossible for his Government to 
comply with а request from the Government of the 
United States for the suppression of the Junta in 
Hongkong. or to resort to any measures in that 
direction unless the Junta or members of it should 
be convicted of a violation of the Foreign Enlistment 
Act, which contingency he thought highly improbable. 
*** He also said that some inquiries he had caused 
to be made tended to show that at this time the Junta 
ix quite inactive and the members widely scattered. 


MEANWHILE, AGONCILLO TOOK ADVANTAGE OF THE PRE- 
sence of General Francis V. Greene on the steamer 
China to confer with him on matters pertaining to the 
Philippines. Greene impliedly expressed his doubt as 
fo the ability of the Filipinos to sustain an independent 
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government. Agoncillo, however, assured him that they 
could and added that he thought the free nations of 
the world who considered themselves the torchbearers 
of civilization and symbols of justice would recognize 
an independent Philippines. As a reminder, he pointed 
out that the Filipinos did exactly what the Americans 
did when they threw off the British yoke. If so, why, 
then, should the United States and other free nations 
deny to the Filipinos their right to be free and inde- 
pendent?" He convinced Greene that the Filipinos had 
their own civilization and were better off than the 
Cubans. The result of this conversation was that 
Greene, upon their arrival in San Francisco, informed 
the American people, through the press, of what Agon- 
cillo had told him” 


The ship docked іп San Francisco on September 
22. Since it had been known in the United States and 
in Europe that Agoncillo left Hong Kong on his way to 
America, the Americans, in their staggering ignorance 
of geography, expected that he would arrive on civilized 
American soil naked, except for the G-strings. They 
were, however, dumbfounded to see a highly educated 
man, complete with hat and well-pressed European 
suit, go down the gangplank with superior airs. On 
the same day, he and Greene took the train for Wash- 
ington, D.C., where they arrived on September 27. It 
was during this land journey to the American capital 
that Agoncillo learned from the newspapers that he 
would not be officially received by Washington. He 
then requested Greene to make arrangements with 
President McKinley in order to confer with him offi- 
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cially. Greene, an understanding and accommodating 
man, did so upon their arrival in Washington, but the 
President expressed his regret that he could not see 
Agoncillo officially because it would be contrary to 
American understanding with Spain. However, he ex- 
pressed his willingness to see Agoncillo unofficially. 
Disappointed, Agoncillo then sounded out the State 
Department regarding the acceptance of his creden- 
tials. He was met with a rebuff. At this point, he took 
it upon himself to see President McKinley at 10 
A.M. of October 1. He was politely received in the offi- 
cial reception room. Agoncillo recounted to Mckinley 
the Filipinos’ struggles to be free. Although the Presi- 
dent listened politely it was obvious that Agoncillo’s 
mission to the United States was bound to fail. He then 
asked McKinley if he would be allowed to state the 
aims and purposes of the Philippine Government. 
McKinley answered that a secret note to this effect 
should be handed to him, a note, McKinley added, that 
should be personal and without Agoncillo’s official de- 
signation. On October 3, Agoncillo handed the note to 
Assistant Secretary of State Adee, who in turn showed 
it to the President. The latter instructed Adee to ac- 
cept Agoncillo’s note on condition that he would agree 
10 some amendments. Agoncillo, after conferring with 
Adee and learning that insistence on acceptance of his 
official note might result in its total rejection, grace- 
fully accepted the amendments. The note, in its final 
form, reviewed the background of the Filipino-Amer- 
jean relations, and then continued: 7 
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6. The lawful government of the natives now 
functioning in the Philippine Islands has been ѕапс- 
tioned by the only legitimate source of public power, 
the vote of its fellow-itizens, whose authority and 
representation it has, and it has in fact been recog- 
nized, not objected to, and utilized by the American 
nation, Said Government, in the performance of its 
duties, considers that it must address itself to the 
American public powers and remind them of its right, 
‘owing to its existence, its services, and its loyalty, 10 
be consulted and considered and given a voice and 
decisive vote in all the questions to be finally settled 
in the Paris Conference or in consequence thereof, 
concerning the Philippines. 


7. The present lawful Philippine Government of 
which the invincible leader General Emilio Aguinaldo 
is the president, also believes that the moment has 
come to remind and even notify, if proper, in а for- 
mal and precise manner, the Illustrious President and 
Government of Washington of its existence and nor- 
mal and regular functioning, as well as of its relations 
of reciprocity with the authorities of the American 
Republic in the Philippine Islands. 


8, It desires to state (in the same manner), that 
the Philippine people unanimously confirms its in- 
dependence and confides that the American people will 
recognize the same, mindful of the offers made and 
obligations contracted in its name, proclaiming the 
principles of liberty, justice and right expressed in its 
famous, sacred Declaration of Independence for the 
benefit of the new nation which logically rises in that 
part of the globe under the impulse of its present 
beneficent and humanitarian action. 


9. And the Philippine people hope that pending 
а permanent understanding for the evacuation of their 
territory, their present lawful de facto government 
will be accorded the rights of a belligerent and such 
other rights as may be proper, in order to compel 
Spain to submit to the just historical law which de- 
prives her of the tutelage she has arrogated to her- 
self over those Islands and which she was 
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of carrying оп humanely and socially without detri- 
ment to the general interests. 


10. The Philippine people and their aforesaid 
Government and legitimate representatives pray and 
urge the noble President of the Republic of the United 
States of America and the public powers thereof to be 
guided by the aspirations, recognize the rights and 
sanctions, and proclaim, imbued by their sentiments 
of justice and honor, that which was offered by their 
international representatives, as set forth in this doc- 
ument. 


It was then agreed that Agoncillo’s note be sent 
to the American commissioners in Paris. Agoncillo 
was further advised to hurry thither in order to have 
an interview with the commissioners.” И is apparent 
that official Washington wanted to get rid of him in 
order to free itself from the possible embarrassment 
of dealing with the representative of the Philippine 
Government that the United States had no intention 
of recognizing. But Agoncillo thought that such show 
of assumed or studied sympathy was an invitation for 
the Philippines to send a representative to the Com- 
mission in Paris. While he thought that many Ameri- 
cans were for Philippine independence, yet Agoncillo 
clearly saw that he was fighting a lost cause and 
warned Aguinaldo that the people should be prepared 
for a possible conflict with the Americans.” Recogniz- 
ing then the difficult task before him, he took another 
Мер to enlarge the number of sympathizers of the 
Filipino cause. Hearing that the American Episcopal 
bishops were having a conference and realizing that it 
was futile for him to appeal to the Apostolic Nuncio 
э! Washington, whom Agoncillo considered the “fierce 
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enemy of Philippine independence," he submitted an 
appeal to the American bishops asking them to back 
up Philippine independence. He said in part :* 
Т pray you not to deny me a part of your prayers 
to the Highest in favor of the natives of the Philip- 
pine Islands and ask you 10 beseech the Almightly 
to protect and assist them in this supreme moment of 
their history and grant them the liberties and juris- 
dictional personality to which they are entitled by their 
loyalty and their services to the American cause. 
The American bishops turned a deaf ear on Agoncillo’s 
appeal. There was no hope then but to go to Paris. 
He left the United States on October 8 and arrived 
in Paris with a heavy heart” Не had with him a let- 
ter from Senator Chandler to be given to Senator 
Davis, one of the American Commissioners. At 10:00 
A.M., October 22, Agoncillo conferred with Senator 
Davis, who admitted having received his note of Octo- 
ber 3. Chandler, in his letter to Davis, argued that the 
Philippines should have its own government, but Da- 
vis, in his conversation with Agoncillo, prudently re- 
frained from committing himself one way or the other. 
He contented himself with merely saying that the 
Philippine question was not yet up for discussion.” On 
the same day, Agoncillo made his report to Aguinaldo, 
pointing out that although the Protocol of August 12 
did not give the United States the right to occupy all of 
the Philippines, yet it seemed to him that the United 
States would get the entire archipelago and that com- 
plete independence would be impossible if and when 
the Philippines fall into the hands of the Americans, 
He therefore wrote Antonio Regidor and Apacible to 
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hurry up the purchase of arms and ammunition in or- 
der to be prepared for the probable conflict with the 
United States.” 


Agoncillo’s initial efforts at winning the sympathy 
of the American Government in favor of independence 
were thwarted by some wealthy Filipinos in the United 
States who campaigned not for independence, but for 
annexation. Thus, Agoncillo complained that although 
the millionaire Don Pedro Roxas had instructed his 
administrator in the Philippines to contribute to the 
till of the Government, he had, nevertheless, appeared 
before American authorities and testified that the Fili- 
pinos did not deserve to be independent and that the 
people would prefer an autonomy like that of Austr 
lia.” By November 1898, then, practically all the Fil 
pino “diplomatic” agents abroad were of the opinion 
that nothing favorable would come out of the Paris 
Peace Conference, what with some Filipino plutocrats 
standing squarely for annexation. Both Spain and the 
United States, in the opinion of Apacible, were fight- 
ing over the Philippines in order to enslave the Fili- 
pinos. In the circumstances, he believed that the only 
sensible and practical step to take was to prepare for 
a possible conflict with the United States.“ At the same 
time, he suggested that foreign correspondents in Ma- 
nila be bribed so they would print nothing but articles 
favorable to the Philippines and the Filipinos. The 
Suggestion was motivated by his realization that no 
Matter how good the Government was unfavorable 
news about it were being published abroad. Finally, 
һе suggested that conflict with the Americans be 
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avoided until after arms and ammunition in sufficient 
quantities shall have been purchased.” 


WHILE AGONCILLO AND THE REST OF THE “DIPLOMATIC” 
agents abroad were wringing their hands in sheer dis- 
appointment and helplessness, the American and Span- 
ish commissioners were deliberating on the terms of 
the treaty. It must be remembered that the Protocol 
of August 12 provided for the appointment by the 
United States and Spain of not more than five commis- 
sioners each to meet in Paris not later than October 1. 
Early in September, President McKinley appointed the 
following members of the American Commission : 
William R. Day, Secretary of State who resigned his 
position to become the chairman of the American dele- 
gation, Senator Cushman Davis of Minnesota, Senator 
William P. Frye of Maine, Senator George Gray of 
Delaware, and Whitelaw Reid of New York.” The 
Spanish commission, on the other hand, was composed 
of Eugenio Montero Rios as chairman, Buenaventura 
Abarzuza, José Garnica y Diaz, Wenceslao Ramirez de 
Villa-Urrutia, and Rafael Cerero у Saens” 


Up to the appointment of the American commis- 
sioners, McKinley had no definite Philippine policy. 
Nevertheless, successive expeditions were sent to the 
Philippines to strengthen the American position. What- 
ever the intentions of the United States were in send- 
ing large contingents of troops to the Philippines, the 
Filipino leaders at home and abroad felt that the 
United States probably had no intention of evacuating 
the country. This fear of American ultimate intention 
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had been expressed frankly not only by Agoncillo, 
but also by Apacible and Regidor”. The first expres- 
sion of American official policy on the Philippine ques- 
tion was incorporated in President McKinley's instruc- 
tions to the American commissioners relative to the 
line of conduct to be followed in dealing with their 
Spanish counterparts. The instructions, dated Septem- 
ber 16, 1898, read in part :* 


Incidental to our tenure in the Philippines is the 
commercial opportunity to which American states- 
manship can not be indifferent, It is just to use 
every legitimate means for the enlargement of Amer- 
ican trade; but we seek no advantages in the Orient 
which are not common to all. Asking only the open 
door for ourselves, we are ready to accord the open 
door to others. The commercial opportunity which 
is naturally and inevitably associated with this new 
opening depends less on large territorial possessions 
than upon an adequate commercial basis and upon 
broad and equal privileges. 


It is believed that in the practical application of 
these guiding principles the present interests of our 
country and the proper measure of its duty, its wel- 
fare in the future, and the consideration of its exemp- 
tion from unknown perils will be found in full accord 
with the just, moral, and humane purpose which was 
invoked аз our justification on accepting the war. 


In view of what has been stated, the United 
‘States can not accept less than the cession in full right 
and sovereignty of the island of Luzon. It is desirable, 
however, that the United States shall acquire the right 
of entry for vessels and merchandise belonging to citi 
zens of the United States into such ports of the Phil- 
ippines as are not ceded to the United States upon 
terms of equal favor with Spanish ships and mer- 
ehandise, both in relation to port and customs charges 
and rates of trade and commerce, together with other 
rights of protection and trade accorded to citizens 
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of one country within the territory of another. You 

are therefore instructed to demand such concession, 

agreeing on your part that Spain shall have similar 
rights as to her subjects and vessels in the ports of 
any territory in the Philippines ceded to the United 

States, 

Before the commissioners of both countries could 
meet across the conference table, French Foreign Min- 
ister Theophile Delcassé honored them with a break- 
fast on September 29, introducing the Spanish com- 
missioners to their American counterparts. With the 
ice broken, Sr. Montero Rios, with characteristic 
Spanish grace, told William R. Day, not without a tinge 
of self-pity: “I hope your Government will remember 
that you are a great country, and that ours is a small 
one; that you are the victors, and we are the van- 
quished. That magnanimity becomes the conqueror, 
and that we may approach our deliberations in that 
spirit, and may hope for liberal terms from the Ameri- 
can Government.” As a diplomat, Day struck the atti- 
tude of “по comment” to the insinuation of his coun- 
ferpart. In the same tenor, the Spanish ambassador 
to Paris, Señor Leon del Castillo, told Whitelaw Rei 
“Don’t forget that we are poor: do not forget that it 
was Spain that opened the New World, do not forget 
that the greatness of your victory will be dimmed by 
any lack of magnanimity to a fallen foe. ... Now you 
must prove your greatness by your magnanimity.”* 


The first meeting of the commissioners took place 
on October 1, as scheduled. Sr. Montero Rios, the 
chairman of the Spanish delegation, opened his port- 
folio and pulled out a sheaf of papers which he prompt- 


THE LOST CAUSE 331 


ly presented to the American commissioners for their 
perusal. From across the table, Sr. Montero Rios 
looked smallish, but nonetheless dignified and to all 
appearances sagacious. The Spanish document was 
based on Article 6 of the Protocol and demanded that 
the American commission “join them in declaring that 
the status quo in the Philippine Islands existing at the 
time of the signing of the protocol must be immediate- 
ly restored by the contracting party that may have 
altered it...." It proceeded to point out that the sta- 
tus quo had been changed by the Filipino rebels.“ The 
American commissioners, however, refused to join the 
declaration to restore the status quo in the Philippines. 
То buttress the American position relative to the Phil- 
ippines, McKinley ordered General Merritt to proceed 
to Paris to make his knowledge of the country avail- 
able to the American commissioners.” Merritt brought 
with him Admiral Dewey's written opinion that he fa- 
vored the retention of Luzon alone.” Also in his port- 
folio were the statements of General Greene, Dr. Frank 
5. Bourns, Major Bell, Colonel Jewett, and Belgian 
Consul André. Dr. Bourns, who had been in Manila 
for years, believed that the Filipino masses could be 
managed easily by the Americans if “а few ambitious 
insurgent chieftains” could be liquidated. At the same 
time, he pointed out that the Filipinos were incapable 
‘of self-government owing to “lack of good examples, 
Jack of union in Luzon and throughout the archipelago, 
and the existence of race, tribal, and religious differ- 
onces.” However, the Filipinos were united against 
Spain and the monastic orders, “but not against the 
church itself." 
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Major Bell, on the other hand, testified, through 
Merritt, that Aguinaldo was the most popular Filipino 
leader, but that he maintained his control with diffi- 
culty owing to the many wealthy Filipinos who were 
as a body opposed to his leadership. He believed that 
Aguinaldo and his men would oppose a return to the 
Spanish colonial system and would much prefer a 
republic “under American or other protectorate except 
Spanish.” Colonel Jewett thought that the Filipinos 
would submit to “any just, firm government” but 
hastened to add that they were unfit for self-govern- 
ment. Spain, he opined, would not be able in the 
near future “to protect life and property in Luzon, пог 
could insurrectionary government sustain itself there.” 
Jewett, nevertheless, cautioned the American commi: 
sioners against a territorial form of government. Con- 
sul André, who was primarily a businessman and 
“Jargely interested in business,” believed that the Uni- 
ted States “must take all or nothing.” He urged that 
if the islands in the south were to remain with Spain 
they would be “in constant revolt” and the United 
States would have another Cuba in the making. More- 
over, he thought that continuance of Spanish sov- 
ereignty in the Islands would not improve the Spanish 
administration ; on the contrary, corruption would con- 
tinue as ever before and the Spanish governors would 
continue to “protect the monks in their extortions.” 
André had a good word for the Filipino masses whom 
he considered good soldiers, but he had nothing but 
contempt for the upper classes composed of “usurers, 
pawnbrokers, and keepers of gambling houses, who 
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will not risk their capital in rebellion and who would 
be glad to have American protection against insurgent 
demands for moneys.” 


Merritt, testifying personally, maintained that the 
United States had helped more than injured the rebel- 
lion and that the only moral obligation of the United 
States was to help the Filipinos. Like André and 
Bourns, Merritt believed that the Filipinos would nev- 
er accept Spanish sovereignty and that in an armed 
conflict between them and the Spaniards the former 
would be victorious “unless the Spaniards did better 
in the future than in the past.” It was, therefore, his 
considered opinion that the United States should “take 
Luzon and perhaps some adjacent islands and hold 
them as England does her colonies.” The cost of hold- 
ing Luzon, he averred, would not be a burden to the 
United States because the revenues accruing from 
cock-fighting, gambling licenses, poll tax and other 
sources of income, would be more than sufficient to 
cover the cost of administration. American withdraw- 
ol from the Philippines, he feared, might lead to the 
murder of the Spaniards and friars and to the destruc- 
Моп of their property. Consequently, he favored the 
jon of Luzon and some other islands. Under 
questioning of Senator Gray, Merritt changed his stand 
and declared that it would “be an advantage if the 
United States would change its policy and keep the 
Islands,” because American interests in the Far East 
would be helped by “cheap labor in the Philip- 
pines....” As the questioning grew intense, Merritt 
eompletely executed an about-face and ended with the 
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exhortation that the United States should keep the 
whole archipelago. “То take Luzon alone,” he said, 
“would expose us to Spain’s efforts to recover what 
she had lost. If disorders broke out in other islands 
either through Spanish misgovernment or through at- 
tempt to sell to other countries, the effect upon our 
possessions in Luzon would be disastrous.’” 


These so-called expert testimonies рахе the Amer- 
ican commissioners the necessary briefing to formu- 
late a definite policy which they intended to recom- 
mend to McKinley. And while conferences were being 
held with the Spanish commissioners on the Cuban 
and Puerto Rican affairs, facts and figures, including 
opinions — good, bad or indifferent — were being com- 
piled for pertinent use when the Philippine question 
finally came up for discussion. Up to mid-October, 
therefore, the American commissioners had not as yet 
received any intimation from Washington that its in- 
structions would be modified to suit the changing clis 
mate of opinion in the United States. On October 8, 
John Foreman, who had lived for about twenty-one 
years in the Philippines, gave the commissioners the 
benefit of his experience in and knowledge of the Phil- 
ippines and the Filipinos. He recapitulated what he 
had written in his book The Philippine Islands (ed. 
1896) regarding the monkish system, the corruptness 
of the government and the convent, the population, 
civil and military administration, and other matters 
asked of him by the commission. He considered the 
Filipinos were unprepared for self-government and 
their “ideas too undeveloped.” As such, they would 
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submit to a civilized government. If Luzon were ѕер- 
arated from the rest of the archipelago, there would 
be a scarcity of cheap labor, for this came from the 
other islands. Luzon had the best soil in the country 
and hemp, tobacco, coffee and other products found 
in the other islands were abundantly raised, If Luzon 
were to be taken by the United States and the rest of 
the islands were to remain with Spain, the conditions 
to be met in order to make for lasting peace were the 
expulsion of the religious orders, regulation of com- 
merce by treaty, free trade between the islands, free 
mobility of population, and the abolition of export 
duties. It was Foreman’s considered opinion that to 
take Luzon and leave the other islands in the hands 
of the Spaniards would give rise to revolutions. There- 
fore, he suggested that the whole archipelago be taken; 
expenses would be greater, he admitted, but so would 
he the income to cover the cost of administration.” 


So far, the commissioners had not as yet resolved 
the Philippine question and already some of the Amer- 
ican members were complaining against the delay in 
the conclusion of a treaty. It was at this juncture that 
the chairman of the American delegation, Mr. Day, re- 
ее а communication from Secretary Hay enclosing 
Admiral Dewey's telegram to the Secretary of the Navy 
În which Dewey suggested that the Philippine question 
һе decided at once anda strong government established 
Î the Philippines." Dewey feared that the grave in- 

їз happening in the Philippines might precipitate 
conflict that might throw a monkey wrench into the 
ris deliberations. It seemed, however, that the reso- 
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lution of the question was far off, for in the session 
of October 17 the Spanish panel called the attention 
of the Americans to the news that the Jowa and the 
Oregon, with strong reinforcements, were on the way 


ber of Spanish prisoners, civil as well as military. Al- 
though the Spanish commissioners did not protest, 
yet they intimated that “such things tend to create a 
state of public feeling which might embarrass the nego- 
tiations.” The American panel promised to communi- 
cate with their government especially because of Admi- 
ral Dewey’s telegram painting the Philippine condi- 
tions in dark colors. Taking advantage of the situa- 
tion, the Spaniards expressed their Government's hope 
that the “Spanish prisoners . . . might be liberated ог 
turned over to the American authorities.” Without 
making any reply to this request, the Americans sug- 
gested to their government that positive measures be 
taken not to change the status quo in the Philippines, 
adding, however, that disorders should not be allowed 
“which may seem to warrant active measures by Spain 
or other governments." 


On October 19, General Otis, who succeeded Gen- 
eral Merritt in the Philippine command, wrote the Sec- 
retary of War concerning actual conditions in the Phil- 
ippines as of that date" 
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tilities between our forces and insurgents, Freedom 
press permitted, but greatly abused. Many articles 
published entirely devoid of truth; have no effect 
here. Insurgent authority crude...’ Aguinaldo mod- 
erately recognized. * * * 


Do not anticipate trouble with insurgents; pro- 
mise nothing but enforcement of law, and no encour- 
agement given for American assistance or protection 
in southern islands. Spanish authority precarious, 
confined mostly to stations in Cebu; insurgents there 
not allied to those in Luzon; appeared determined to 
= Spanish rule, will welcome that of the United 
tates. 


The Otis communication was, in its entirety, not at 
all in accordance with the actual situation in the Phil- 
ippines, for the Cebu or the Visayas rebels were linked 
to those of Luzon by their recognition of the authority 
‘of Aguinaldo. But his testimony that the Filipinos 
would welcome American rule was obviously intended 
10 sway the American commissioners in their decision, 
that is, in asking for the entire Philippines, instead of 
Luzon alone. Dewey's and Otis’ communications, 
Added to the testimonies already given to the Ameri- 
сап commissioners, in a way helped to crystallize the 
opinions of majority of the panel. Nevertheless, the 
‘American commissioners were not authorized to change 
the policy of the United States relative to the Philip- 
Pines. In fact, McKinley himself, as late as October 
#5, had not changed the instructions he had given to 
the commissioners before they left for Paris. In a per- 

i] letter to William R. Day, dated October 25, 1898, 
‘Kinley showed he was toying with the idea of ask- 
for the cession not of Luzon alone, but of the entire 
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Philippines. Still, there was nothing definite as yet 
regarding the change of policy. He said :* 


When you get through with the proposition set- 
tled by the protocol and get to the subject of the 
Philippines, 1 would like to be advised of the senti- 
ment of the Commission touching the latter. You 
can send it to me in private, There is a very general 
feeling that the United States, whatever it might pre- 
fer as to the Philippines, is іп а situation where it can 
not let go. The interdependency of the several is- 
lands, their close relations with Luzon, the very grave 
problem of what will become of the part we do not 
take, are receiving the thoughtful consideration of the 
people, and it is my judgment that the well considered 
opinion of the majority would be that duty requires 
we should take the archipelago. 


On the other hand, the commissioners themselves 
were not unanimous in their conclusions regarding the 
disposition of the Philippines. Cushman Davis, Wil- 
liam P. Frye, and Whitelaw Reid sent a memorandum 
to the State Department pointing out that from the 
commercial, naval and political points of view it would 
be a mistake to separate Luzon from the rest of the 
archipelago and that it would be as much easier | 
hold the whole as to hold a part. The memorandum | 
continued :" 


If we do not want the islands ourselves, better 
control their disposition; that is, to hold the option 
on them rather than to abandon it. Could then at 
least try to protect ourselves by ample treaty stipu- 
lations with the acquiring powers. Commercially, 
division of archipelago would not only needlessly es- 
tablish dangerous rivals at our door, but would im: 
pair value of part we kept. Present prosperity of 
‘Manila depends on its being natural center of import 
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and export trade for the whole group. Large part of 
its business derived from Iloilo, Cebu, and other points 
south. To yield these to unfriendly rivals would be 
to provide beforehand for diversion of business from 
our own possessions. Moral obligation not to return 
Manila and Luzon to the oppressive power from which 
we have relieved them applies also to the rest of the 
archipelago, since Spanish power there is now broken 
and can not be restored without our consent, 


We believe public opinion in Europe, including 
that of Rome, expects us to retain whole of the Phil- 
ippine Islands, and would prefer that to any other 
solution save the impossible one of the restoration of 
Spanish power over all the islands. If a division 
should be insisted upon, the only one that seems to 
us admissible would be by a line from the straits of 
San Bernardino south of Masbate and north of Panay 
to the northeast corner of Borneo, leaving to the 
United States all to the westward, including Luzon, 
Mindoro and Palauan. This would control the China 
Sea and give excellent ports of call along the whole 
line from Borneo to Hongkong; but it would throw 
away the Visayas, including the best sugar, hemp, 
and tobacco islands. These contribute a large 
part of Manila's trade and are inhabited generally by 
а people nearly as easy to manage as those of Luzon. 
We are convinced that much injustice had been done 
inhabitants in published accounts of their character. 
Even the Mohammedans of Mindanao and the Sulu 
archipelago, if left enjoyment of religious liberty and 
iven freedom from oppressive taxation, would. be 
Found less intractable in opinion of the experts than 
under the rule of Spain, while the others would be 
comparatively easy to control and glad to welcome 
strong and just rule of United States. 


Mr. Day demurred from the opinions of Cushman 
Davis ег al., and pointed out, in a separate memoran- 
dum, that the President's instructions specifically men- 
tioned Luzon as the only island to be taken. He met 
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the objection that the cession of Luzon to the United 
States might result in a conflict with the other Powers 
interested in the islands by saying that this could be 
obviated by treaty stipulations “for nonalienation 
without the consent of the United States:” Further :" 


There should be also stipulations for absolute 
freedom of the trade and intercourse among all the 
islands of the group. This gives us practically control 
of the situation with a base for the navy and com- 
merce in the east (and?) responsibility for the peo- 
ple to whom we owe obligation and those most likely 
to become fit for self-government. It affords an op- 
portunity for lessening the burden of colonial goves 
ment, with room for further expansion if desired. 
It docs not leave us open to the imputation of follow 
ing agreement to negotiate with demand for whole 
subject-matter of discussion ourselves 


Against all these arguments, George Gray, a con- 
nti-imperialist, called the attention of the 
President and the other members of the commission 
to the hallowed American tradition of “entangling al- 
liances with none", and argued that neither would the 
retention of the Philippines, in whole or in part, be 
wise. To embark upon an overseas colonialism, he 
said, would require the largest navy in the world, an 
increased military establishment, huge sums for har- 
bors and fortifications, increased taxation, and mili- 
tary complications with foreign nations. Basing his 
objection to the retention of апу part of the Philip- 
pines on sound moral principles, Gray said:” 


firmed 


The undersigned сап not agree that any obligation 
incurred to insurgents is paramount to our own mani- 
fest interests. Attacked Manila as part of legitimate 
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war against Spain. If we had captured Cadiz and 
Carlists had helped us, would not owe duty to stay 
by them at the conclusion of war. On the contrary, 
interests and duty would require us to abandon both 
Manila and Cadiz. No place for colonial administra- 
tion or government of subject people in American sys- 
tem. So much from the standpoint of interest; but 
even conceding all benefits claimed for annexation, 
we thereby abandoned the infinitely greater benefit to 
accrue from acting the part of a great, powerful, and 
Christian nation; we و ا‎ moral grandeur 
and strength to be gained by keeping our word to na- 
tions of the world and by exhibiting a magnanimity 
and moderation in the hour of victory that becomes the 
advanced civilization we claim, for doubtful mat 
advantages and shameful stepping down from higl 
moral position boastfully assumed. We should set 
example in these respects, not follow in the selfish 
and vulgar greed for territory which Europe has 
herited from medieval times. Our declaration of war 
upon Spain was accompanied by a solemn and delib- 
erate definition of our purposes. Now that we have 
achieved all and more than our object, let us simply 
keep our word. Third article of protocol leaves every- 
thing concerning the control of the Philippine Islands 
to negotiation between parties. 


It is absurd now to say that we will not nego- 
іме but will appropriate the whole subject-matter 
of negotiation. At the very least let us adhere to the 
President's instructions and if conditions require the 
keeping of Luzon forego material advantages claimed 
in annexing the islands. Above all let us not make 
a mockery of the injunction contained in these 
structions, where, after stating that we took up arms 
only in obedience to the dictates of humanity and in 
the fulfillment of high public and moral obligations, 
and that we had no design of aggrandizement and по 
ambition of conquest, the President among other 
things eloquently says: 


“It is my earnest wish that the United States in 
making peace should follow the same high rule of 
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conduct which guided it in facing war. It should be 
as scrupulous and magnanimous in the concluding 
settlement as it was just and humane in its original 
action 

This and more, of which I earnestly ask a ге 
perusal, binds my conscience and governs my action. 


At about the same time that the American com- 
missioners were debating the wisdom or unwisdom of 
the retention of the Philippines, President McKinley, 
who had confessed that he did not know exactly what 
to do with the Philippines, toured the American west 
to acquaint the people with the results of the war 
with Spain. The tour gave him an inkling of the Amer- 
ican viewpoints, and he concluded that they were for 
taking the Philippines as a whole. This idea grew into 
a conviction when he received letters from Filipinos in 
Hong Kong who offered their wealth to the American 
Government and filed applications for American citi- 
zenship.” Added to this was the pressure of the Pro- 
testant groups who saw in the acquisition of the Phil- 
ippines a green pasture for missionary purposes. 
McKinley himself was not yet prepared to ask for the 
cession of the entire Philippines to the United States, 
and boldly confessed as such to the General Missionary 
Committee of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He 
admitted :* 


1 sought counsel from all sides .... but got little 
help. 1 thought at first we would take only Manila; 
then Luzon; then other islands. ... 1 walked the floor 
of the White House night after night until midnight; 
and I am not ashamed to tell you, gentlemen, that 
1 went down to my knees and prayed Almighty God 
for light and guidance... . 
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Whether McKinley actually went down to his 
knees to pray the good Lord to guide him in deciding 
the destiny of the Philippines may be doubted. What 
is indubitable is that he was finally pressured into 
deciding for the acquisition of the entire archipelago 
by several potent movements, namely, the commercial 
pressure groups who believed that the Philippines 
would be a rich dumping ground for American surplus 
goods and the staging area for the American conquest 
of Asian markets; the religious pressure groups who 
saw in the Philippines a golden opportunity to propa- 
wate the Protestant tenets; and finally, the military 
and naval pressure groups who believed that the Phil- 
ippines was just about the ideal military and naval 
base for American expansion in the Pacific and the 
Far East. There is reason to believe that McKinley's 
protestation of wanting to “educate the Filipinos and 
uplift and civilize and Chri: ize them’ was nothing 
but a rhetorical rationalization of a decision to em- 
bark upon a career of imperialism. 


Having finally decided on the Philippine question, 
McKinley instructed Secretary Hay to cable the Amer- 
Кап commissioners in Paris to notify them of his 
final decision. Thus Hay to Day:* 


The information which has come to the President 
since your departure convinces him that the accept- 
ance of the cession of Luzon alone, leaving the rest 
of the islands subject to Spanish rule, can not be jus- 
tified on political, commercial, or humanitarian 
grounds. The cession must be of the whole 
archipelago or none. The latter is wholly inadmissible 
nd the former must therefore be required. The Pres- 
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ident reaches this conclusion after most thorough 
consideration of the whole subject, and is deeply sen- 
sible of the grave responsibilities it will impose, be- 
lieving that this course will entail less trouble than 
any other and besides will best subserve the inter- 
ests of the people involved, for whose welfare we can 
not escape responsibility. 


In what may be regarded as the rationalization 


the decision taken, Secretary Hay, on October 
cabled William R. Day in Paris: 


While the Philippines can be justly claimed by 
conquest, which position must not be yielded, yet their 
disposition, control, and government the President 
prefers should be the subject of negotiations as pro- 
vided in the protocol. It is imperative upon us that 
as victors we should be governed only by motives 
which shall exalt our nation. Territorial expansion 
should be our least concern; that we shall not shirk 
the moral obligations of our victory is of the greatest. 
It is undisputed that Spain's authority is permanently 
destroyed in every part of the Philippines. To leave 
any part in her feeble control now would increase our 
difficulties and be opposed to the interests of human- 
The sentiment in the United States is almost 
universal that the people of the Philippines, whatever 
else is done, must be liberated from Spanish domina- 
tion. In this sentiment the President fully concurs 
Nor can we permit Spain to transfer anv of the islands 
to another power or powers to join the United States in 
sovereignty over them. We must either hold them or 
turn them back to Spain. 


Consequently, grave as are the responsibilities 
and unforeseen as аге the difficulties which are be 
fore us, the President can see but one plain path of 
duty — the acceptance of the archipelago. Greater 
difficulties and more serious complications — admin- 
istrative and international — would follow any other 
course. The President has given to the views of the 
commissioners the fullest consideration, and in reach- 


of 
28, 


where, possibly in the Philippines. 
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the conclusion above announced in the light of 

onmation, communicated кча commission ard 
to ident since your departure, he has been 
influenced by the single consideration of duty and 
humanity. The President is not unmindful of the dis- 
tressed financial condition of Spain, and whatever 
consideration the United States may show must come 
from its sense of generosity and benevolence, rather 
than from any real or technical obligation. The terms 
upon which the full cession of the Philippines shall be 
made must be left largely with the commission, But 
as its negotiations shall proceed it will develop the 
Spanish position, and if any new phase of the situa- 
tion arise, the instructions shall be carried out, and 
whether to be presented as a peremptory demand, the 
President leaves to the judgment and discretion of 
the commissioners, 
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These final instructions were approved by the Cabinet 
on October 28.“ There was, however, one obstacle to 
the immediate conclusion of a peace treaty with Spain, 
and it was the threat of the Spanish panel to break up 
the conference if the United States would not assume 


the Cuban indebtedne: 


and compensate Spain else- 
Señor Montero 


Rios emphasized that unless concessions were granted 


for the loss of Cuba he could not return to Madrid 
without losing face, especially because no Spanish gov- 
ernment would approve such a “treaty giving up every- 


thing and live.” Senator Frye saw the validity of 


the 


Spanish contention and cabled Assistant Secretary of 
State Adee stating that it would be wise to grant con- 


sessions to the Spaniards in regard to American 
‘sumption of Cuban indebtedness. He added :” 


Might we not go further and agree to pay Spain 


from ten to twenty million dollars if thus a treaty 


as- 
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could be secured? If no treaty, then war, a continued 
disturbance of business, an expenditure of a million 
dollars а day, and further loss of life. Would not our 
people prefer to pay Spain one-half of war expendi- 
tures rather than indulge in its costly luxury? Europe 
symphatizes with Spain in this regard exactly. * * * Of 
course we will not pay debts incurred in the suppres- 
sion of colonial rebellions. 


McKinley, realizing the necessity of having a peace 

treaty with Spain in order to save American honor 
and prestige, instructed Secretary Hay to assure the 
commissioners that it was his “desire to be generous 
in all matters which do not require a disregard of 
principle or duty” and that “whatever the commission- 
ers may deem wise and best in the matter of debts for 
internal improvements and public works of a pacific 
character in the Philippines will receive his favorable 
consideration," However, Hay made it clear that the 
United States could not be expected to bear the cost 
of the colonial wars against Spain.” 


On October 21, preliminary discussions on the 
Philippine question were held with the Spanish panel. 
It was the intention of the Americans to present an 
article in the treaty providing for the cession of the 
whole Philippine archipelago and the stipulation for 
the “assumption by the United States of any existing 
indebtedness of Spain incurred for necessary works 
and improvements of a pacific character in the Phil- 
ippine Islands.” The Spanish commissioners, how- 
ever, refused to accept the American position that 
the cession of the entire Philippines was based on the 
right of conquest, for when the protocol was signed at 
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Washington on August 12 Manila was not yet captured 
but merely being besieged, and that the surrender of 
the city occurred after the signing of the protocol. 
Under international law, it was pointed out, “captures 
made after agreement for armistice must be disre- 
garded and status quo restored as far as practicable.’” 
Majority of the American commissioners were agreed 
that the demand for the Philippines on grounds of 
conquest was weak. Nevertheless, Washington reiter- 
ated its instructions, namely, to stick to the right-of- 
conquest argument and not to yield an inch on the 
matter.” The commissioners, however, demurred and 
argued that they could not insist on acquisition of the 
Philippines by right of conquest since “subsequent 
military operations and capitulation, no less than mu- 
tual acceptance of protocol, preclude making demand 
upon that ground.” Cushman Davis, in particular, 
wrote that the cession of the Philippines could be de- 
manded on other grounds, “such as indemnity or as 
conditions of peace imposed by our general military 
success....’" Since McKinley bullheadedly insisted 
that the grounds of conquest should not be ignored in 
dealing with the Spanish panel, the American commis- 
sioners had no other choice than to follow the Pres- 
ident’s line of reasoning. But the Spanish commis- 
sioners, in the session of November 4, insisted that 
the cession of the Philippines on grounds of conquest 
was violative of the protocol which contemplated tem- 
porary occupation of Manila. They cited the circular of 
the French Foreign Affairs Minister of August 1898 
@nnouncing to the “French ambassadors in Europe 


348 THE CRISIS OF THE REPUBLIC 


the signature of the protocol” and stating that the 
American demand was only for the provisional oc- 
cupation of Manila by the Americans. The Spanish com- 
missioners, to point up the untenability of the Ameri- 
can position, cited the American argument, when the 
Cuban question was being discussed, that Spain could 
not now bring forward the Cuban debt because she 
failed to “mention it during the negotiation of proto- 
col.” In the circumstances, by parallel reasoning, the 
Americans were now precluded from demanding the 
cession of the whole archipelago owing to their failure 
to make such demand іп the protocol.” The Americans 
answered the Spanish contention in the session of 
November 9. They maintained that by Article 3 of 
the Protocol they reserved and secured “full and ab- 
solute right to make demands in the future” and their 
present demands were “justified by and are included 
in the terms of the protocol.” With regard to the ca- 
pitulation of Manila, they emphasized that American 
power as occupant under the protocol was “the same 
in all respects as to government and administration 
as under capitulation.” Reacting sharply to the Span- 
ish innuendo of needless slaughter in Manila and “con- 
scious violation of the protocol” the American com- 
missioners reminded the Spaniards that they should 
do better than blame the American commanders in 
Manila, for because of their “humane desire to save 
the city and Spanish residents from dreaded ven- 
geance of insurgents” the capitulation of the city was 
delayed. Dewey and Merritt, therefore, did not deserve 
such cavalier treatment from the Spaniards.” 
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Although the American commissioners as a body 
were presenting a semblance of a united front, they 
were, however, individually divided on the Philippine 
question. On November 11, before the next meeting 
with the Spanish panel, each of the American com- 
missioners submitted a memorandum to Secretary 
Hay.” 


William R. Day. — Acquisition of the Philippines 
would be a burden rather than a benefit to the United 
States. The only advartage that could accrue from 
it was the acquisition of a naval and commercial base 
in the Far East. American obligations required that 
Luzon and other islands essential to it be taken. If 
the President and the Cabinet were determined to 
take the whole archipelago, he believed that the United 
States should pay Spain a lump sum, say, fifteen mil- 
lions, considering that the United States was dealing 
with a bankrupt nation. Bonded debts of the Philip- 
pines should not be assumed by the United States. 
It would be better if, instead of failing to secure a 
treaty with Spain, the United States let Spain keep 
danao and Sulu without any conditions attached, 
at the same time paying the amount suggested, These 
would constitute substantial concessions to Spain. 


William Р. Frye. — He suggested the acquisition 
of the entire archipelago and the payment of ten mil- 
lion dollars in gold to Spain. In order to secure a 
treaty, the United States should acquire Luzon, Mindo- 
ro, Palawan, and Ponape in the Carolines for the sum 
of from five to ten million dollars. 
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George Gray. — He suggested an approach based 
оп morals and appealed to the high sense of justice of 
the United States so eloquently stated at the commence- 
ment of the war with Spain. Failure to secure a treaty 
would lead to a forcible seizure of the Philippines by 
the United States, “an event to be deprecated as incon- 
sistent with the traditions and civilization of the United 
States.” It was, therefore, suggested to take the Phil- 
ippines by cession and make “such reasonable conces- 
sions as would comport with the magnanimity of a 
great nation dealing with a weak and prostrate foe.” 
“T mean,” he concluded, “that I would prefer the latter 
alternative to the former, not that I have changed my 
mind as to the policy of taking the Philippine Islands 
at all.” 


Whitelaw Reid. — He suggested that Mindanao 
and Sulu be left with Spain and the rest of the Phil- 
ippines taken, including the Carolines and the Ladro- 
nes. Stringent requirements should be made regard- 
ing the free exercise of religion in the Philippines and 
to forbid Spain to clamp trade restrictions on the rest 
of the Philippines. Cuban and Philippine debts should 
not be assumed by the United States because they 
were contracted in prosecuting the war with the insur- 
gents. Rather than fail to secure a treaty and resume 
hostilities with Spain, it would be better to take the 
whole Philippines and the Carolines, and in return 
the United States would pay Spain a lump sum, say, 
from twelve to fifteen million dollars. 
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С. К. Davis. — He suggested that the United States 
present an ultimatum to Spain demanding the cession 
not only of the Philippines, but also of Guam and 
Puerto Rico, and the relinquishment of Spanish sov- 
ereignty over Cuba. No payment should be made to 
Spain, because she had “paid nothing for any pacific 
improvements in the Philippine Islands.” Whatever 
Spain had spent for improvements in the Philippines 
was enormously compensated for “by the proceeds 
of local taxation of the islands.” 


In view of the divergence of opinions among the 
commissioners, Secretary Hay was compelled to in- 
struct them, on November 13, to insist upon the ces- 
sion of the Philippines and the payment by the United 
States of the sum of from ten to twenty million dol- 
lars,” On the basis of Нау» latest communication 
with them, the American commissioners formulated 
the proposal for a treaty embodying the latest instruc- 
tions of the President” The proposal, presented to 
the Spanish panel, envisaged the cession of the Philip- 
pines to the United States and the payment by the 
fatter of the sum of twenty million dollars; the mainte- 
nance of the open door in the Philippines; the right 
of Spanish ships and merchandise to be admitted 
into the Philippine ports “оп the same terms as Amer- 
jean ships and merchandise”; and mutual relinquish- 
ment of claims for indemnity, whether national or 
individual.” When, however, the commissioners of 
both countries met in session on November 17, the 
Spanish panel, playing for time and riding on the 
crest of pro-Spanish sentiment and propaganda on 
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the continent, disputed the American contention re- 
garding Article 3 of the protocol. А legal tangle devel- 
oped when the Spaniards pointed out that the Ameri- 
can memorandum was shot through with grave errors 
of facts and “strange doctrines of law." Referring to 
General Merritt and Admiral Dewey, they disclaimed 
any intention of accusing the two American officers 
of having had a knowledge of the protocol before the 
surrender of Manila, but insinuated, nevertheless, that 
in view of Dewey’s ultimatum to the Spanish governor- 
general on May 1 that all vessels, torpedo boats, and 
warships under the Spanish flag be surrendered or 
else suffer destruction, they presumed that “this mes- 
sage will have no place in the chapter of history in 
which are recorded the services rendered to the cause 
of humanity of which there is so much ostentation 
these days.” The Spanish commissioners contended, 
quite wrongly, that the number of insurgents increased 
around Manila because of the delay in taking it. Fur- 
thermore, they resented the American contention that 
Governor-General Fermin Jaudenes fled before the 
surrender of the city. Continuing their arguments, they 
pointed out that American occupation of Manila pend- 
ing the conclusion of a peace treaty “was intended 
and agreed upon merely by way of a guarantee” and 
that there was certainly no connection, in so far as the 
protocol was concerned, between “future occupation 
of the place [ the Philippines ] and the payment of a 
war indemnity.” Fearing, however, that the American 
commissioners might abruptly terminate the protracted 
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negotiations wbich, they feared, might lead to a re- 
sumption of a shooting war between Spain and the 
United States, the Spanish commissioners appealed 
to the Americans not to depart from the glorious prec- 
edents in their history of submitting thorny questions 
to arbitration. The Americans, were, however, not im- 
pressed with the Spanish arguments and insisted on 
their proposal.” 


In the session of November 21, the American 
panel presented its reply to the Spanish memorandum 
and refuted, point by point, the Spanish contentions. 
At the same time, the Americans told their counter- 
parts that they expected a “final and definite answer” 
to the American proposal not later than November 
28." By this time, the Americans were privately de- 
ploring the protracted negotiations. They decided that 
if their proposals were not accepted they would give 
‘notice that our offer was final and nothing remains 
except to close the negotiations.” 


The Spanish commissioners, upon learning of the 
American stand, asked for sufficient time to consult 
with Madrid." On November 24, Señor Montero Rios 
submitted to Mr. Day three counter-proposals for con- 
sideration, one of which was to be adopted. The coun- 
ter-proposals were :" 


First: Spain would relinquish her sovereignty over 
Cuba and would cede Puerto Rico and other Antilles, 
Guam, and the Philippines to the United States for the 
sum of $100,000,000. 
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Second: Spain would cede to the United States 
the island of Kusaie in the Carolines, grant the United 
States the right to land a cable on any of these islands 
or on the Marianas as long as they remained under 
Spain, and cede the Philippines to the United States 
upon payment of $50,000,000; and 


Third: Spain would relinquish her sovereignty 
over Cuba and cede to the United States the entire 
Philippines, Puerto Rico, and Guam, on condition that 
Spain and the United States would submit to arbi- 
tration the debts and obligations of a “colonial char- 
acter which should pass with the islands the sover- 
eignty over which Spain relinquishes and cedes.” 


The Spanish counter-proposals were assiduously 
studied by the American commissioners. They arrived 
at the following conclusions: Day, Davis and Reid be- 
lieved that they were firmly committed to their pre- 
vious proposal ; Gray and Frye favored the proposition 
that Mindanao and Sulu be left with Spain, but that 
Strong Island in the Carolines be taken upon payment 
of $20,000,000. Day pointed out that such proposition 
was not included in the Spanish counter-proposals, 
and suggested that they stand by the ultimatum, Gray, 
however, preferred the third counter-proposal." Davis 
saw in the Spanish counter-proposals a resort to the 
Fabian tactic and exhorted his fellow-commissioners 
not to back out. “Spain,” he added, “will accept our 
ultimatum if we firmly insist upon McKinley, in 
the face of a new twist in the negotiations, immediate- 
ly instructed his commissioners to stick to the last 
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instructions." On November 29, the Spanish commis- 
sioners, realizing the futility of further dragging on 
the negotiations, accepted the American proposals, and 
the following day, the draft of the Paris treaty was 
prepared. The Americans conceded the right of Span- 
ish ships and merchandise to enter the Philippines on 
the same terms as American ships and merchandise for 
а term of ten years.” Tt was not, however, until Decem- 
ber 8 that the commissioners of both countries came 
fo an agreement on all the articles of the treaty." At 
8:30 in the evening of December 10, 1898, the final 
draft of the treaty was signed by the commissioners 
‘of Spain and the United States. With an air of triumph, 
William R. Day wrote McKinley, December 12:" 


'erhaps the treaty may be an acceptable Christ- 
mas offering to you from the American Commission. 

As the treaty stands, it only needs for its com, 
pletion your ratification, by and with the advise an 
consent of the Senate, We obtain, when we shall have 
perfected our title, the Philippines, Porto Rico and 
Adjacent islands, Guam in the Ladrones, and Cuba 
їп trust—a goodly estate indeed! 


Indeed, it was! 
THE DELIBERATIONS OF THE COMMISSIONERS WERE 
closely followed by the Filipino agents abroad, parti- 
cularly by Agoncillo whose duty it was to present be- 
fore the conference the Filipino side of the Philippine 
question. As the deliberations dragged on and Agon- 
cillo was not given a chance to air his views, the agents 
їп Europe and in Hong Kong came to the conclusion 
that there was nothing more to do than to wait for 
developments. Agoncillo, however, upon learning of 
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the conclusion of the treaty, submitted a memorandum 
to the Peace Commissioners, through General Greene, 
in which he said that the treaty “cannot be accepted 
as binding by my government inasmuch as the com- 
mission did not hear the Filipino people or admit them 
into its deliberations, when they have the undispu- 
table right to intervene in all that might affect their 
future life.'™ The commission merely shrugged its 
shoulders and ignored Agoncillo’s protest. Agoncillo, 
as early as December 1, had admitted that the Phil 
pines would be annexed to the United States.” In view 
of Agoncillo’s failure to be heard in the Paris confer- 
ence, Ramon Abarca, treasurer of the Filipino Repub- 
lican Committee of Paris, telegraphed Apacible on 
December 14 proposing the immediate return of Agon- 
cillo to Washington.” It was felt that Agoncillo’s orly 
hope was in preventing the ratification of the treaty 
by the American Senate. 


At the point when all seemed lost and when the 
Filipino leaders sensed the inevitability of an armed 
conflict with the Americans, they proposed a Filipino- 
Spanish alliance in order to fight the new enemy.” 
The weakness of Spain's economy and international 
position, what with the war in Cuba sapping her re- 
sources and the reluctance of the European concert to 
intervene in Cuban affairs on behalf of Spain, obviously 
encouraged the Filipino leaders to take advantage of 
the situation to force Spain to deal with them directly, 
Most of Luzon was in the hands of the rebels; the 
Visayas was seething; and the Spanish forces in Min- 
danao were floundering helplessly with no hope of 
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cither from Manila or from Spain. With thousands of 
Spaniards taken prisoner, the rebel leaders tried to 
strengthen their bargaining power by using the Span- 
ish prisoners as bait. Consequently, they advanced 
the following propositions as modus vivendi: (1) the 
conclusion of an agreement of peace and friendship 
between the Philippines and Spain as soon as the Phil- 
ippines was recognized; (2) The renunciation by the 
Philippines and Spain of any claim to public and pri- 
vate property; (3) The grant to Spain of the most- 
favored nation right; (4) The payment of P7,000,000 
to the Philippine Government; (5) The cession to 
the Philippines of the Carolines and the Marianas; 
(6) The prohibition by Spain for the friars to go to 
the Philippines: and (7) The renunciation by the 
Spanish friars of all claims to property in the Philip- 
pines and their departure from the country within 
уе days." Evidently, none of the Spaniards took 
the propositions seriously. 


Aguinaldo, realizing the hopelessness of fighting 
for the recognition of an independent Philippines, now 
appealed to McKinley, proposing (1) that the Spanish 
possessions in Oceania be formed into a state and 
named “Republic of the Philippines” under the pro- 
tection of the United States; (2) that the purpose of 
the protectorate under the United States was to make 
Spain abandon her possessions in Oceania and, toc, 
До make the United States work for the recognition 
‘of the Republic by the foreign Powers; (3) that a com- 
Mission composed of Filipinos and Americans be 
темей to determine the period of protectorate and 
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to formulate a treaty of alliance between the Philip- 
pines and the United States. McKinley, however, had 
no need for such an ambitious alliance, for he had 
already made up his mind that the Philippines should 
belong to the United States. 


Back in Washington, Sixto Lopez, Agoncillo’s 
secretary, wrote the Secretary of State, on January 5, 
1899, asking that Agoncillo be given an audience in 
order “to arrange for the presentation of his letier 
of credentials to the President of the United States. 
Tn view of the recent events, he urged the advisability 
of an “understanding between the American Govern- 
ment and the representative of the Philippine people 


Hay conveniently ignored Lopez . Tt was at this 
time that General Otis, who had so sanguinely assured 
the War Department that the Philippine situation was 
well in hand, wrote Washington communicating his 
pessimistic prognostications that the mounting strained 
relations betwen the rebels and the American troops 
bode ill for the future. McKinley, who had a sincere 
desire to avert any unnecessary trouble with the rebels, 
called in General Greene on January 10 and ask him to 
work on Agoncillo, who was apparently close to the 
General, with a view to making him sign a prepared 
telegram to Aguinaldo asking the latter to prevent the 
outbreak of hostilities between the allies. Greene con- 
ferred with Secretary Hay, and the first draft of the 
proposed telegram to be sent by Agoncillo to Aguinaldo 
was prepared. McKinley changed the wording of the 
telegram, the final draft then reading: 
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Nothing would be so unfortunate for the Filipi- 
nos as a conflict with the United States. Hasty or 
inconsiderate action now would only delay the real- 
ization of our hopes for generations. You should know 
can be done for us until the sovereignty 
of the United States is recognized. I am firmly con- 
vinced that the United States have no motive but 
our good and want to be our friends and not our 
enemies. 


Greene promptly translated the telegram into 
Spanish and hurried to the Arlington Hotel to see 
Agoncillo. Probably upon instructions of McKinley 
or Hay or both, Greene told Agoncillo that an armed 
conflict with the Americans would be disastrous to the 
Filipinos and would result in mutual hatred. ‘Then he 
pressured Agoncillo to send the prepared telegram to 
Aguinaldo, adding that it was now within his powers 
to avert a crisis. Tears gleamed in Agoncillo’s eyes as 
he listened patiently to Greene’s exhortations, but he 
told Greene frankly that he would not do such a thing. 
He was, he added, powerless to prevent any outbreak 
of hostilities and only the recognition of Philippine 
independence would satisfy the Filipinos. The contents 
ol the telegram constituted, he said, a betrayal of the 
Philippine cause and its effects would be a burden on 
his conscience. No, he would not sign the telegram. 
Greene alternately cajoled and threatened, and made 
the promise that the United States would work for the 
welfare of the Philippines. Adamantly, Agoncillo stood 
his ground and reminded Greene that such a course ol 
action as was contemplated in the telegram would 
mean the end of his career” Greene left the Arlington 
empty-handed. 
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The following day, January 11, Agoncillo wrote 
Secretary Hay, saying :” 


I venture to submit to you herewith some con- 
siderations bearing upon the right of my country to 
recognition as an independent sovereignty, as well as 
upon the benefits to be derived by the parties most 
immediately concerned from the granting of such 
recognition, 


In view of the present status of affairs in the 
Philippine Islands, and the fact that in the present 
strained position, an impetuous action of a Filipino 
or the over-zeal of an American soldier, acts based 
upon the impulse of a moment, may create a condi- 
tion resulting іп grievous loss of life, as well as a 
memory that both nations might carry with them for 
years, I aga‘n urge you the necessity of early and 
frank communication between the repre-entatives of 
the countries in question. 


While Agoncillo may have been morally right in asking 
for a frank consideration of the Philippine-American 
relations, which at the time were becoming none-too- 
friendly, Washington was legally on solid ground in not 
dealing with him officially. His letter, therefore, was 
ignored. Undaunted, Agoncillo once more wrote Sec- 
retary Hay on January 20 asking him to forward his 
Memorial to the President and to the American Senate, 
He wrote: 


Permit me also to express regret that I have as 
yet received no assurances of the peaceful intentions 
of the United States toward my people, and that they 
are still left to fear that America contemplates the 
forcible destruction of its late ally; the more зо, as 
without the explanation desired, additional troops 
have just embarked for the Philippines. Violent ex- 
pressions in the newspapers and false accusations 
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contained in them against the undersigned may, 1 
fear, further serve to increase uneasiness among my 
people and I regret to observe that these expressions 
and accusations have received no official condem- 
nation. 

The virulent press attacks on Agoncillo were 
doubtless the work of the imperialists and jingoists 
among the Americans, for they were preparing the way 
for the ratification of the treaty which would give them 
the Philippines. That the American Government at 
the time did not lift a finger to placate the assumed 
ire of the imperialist press was to be deplored, particu- 
larly because Agoncillo was unnecessarily exposed to 
physical dangers by King Mob. But higher stakes were 
involved and at the moment the American Govern- 
ment’s main concern was how to put one over the 
Senate, considering that no clear majority existed to 
ratify the treaty. It may be inferred that to take of- 
ficial cognizance of АропсіШо'ѕ letters might lead to 
so serious a complication as to endanger the ratifi- 
cation of the treaty. 


At any rate, Agoncillo’s communication was again 
ignored. Because of his knowledge of the deteriorating 
ilipino-American relations and the embarkation of 
more American troops destined for the Philippines, 
Agoncillo, on January 24, warned the Secretary of State 
that such warlike exhibition was not justified in view 
of the fact that the Filipinos and the Americans were 
still allies. The letter continued :™ 


The United States has no active enemy in the 
Orient, having proclaimed an armistice with its late 
antagonist, It is true that such antagonist has un- 
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dertaken to convey to the United States its alleged 
claim against the Philippine Islands, a claim which 
Spain was not capable of enforcing and which never 
found its origin in the consent of the people of these 
islands. Are my government and people to be left 
to suppose that it is because of some desire оп the 
part of the American government to enforce against 
its late associate this exploded claim that the United 
States is massing its forces at the late capital of the 
Philippine Islands? 


The Philippine Islands are in a state of public 
order, They possess a government satisfactory to 
their inhabitants and are without an enemy within 
their borders offering any resistance to its opera- 
tions, and they find themselves to be at peace with 
all the world. 


Т am sure you will appreciate, in view of the cir- 
cumstances I have detailed, the quieting and reassur- 
ing effect upon the minds of my countrymen to result 
from disclaim upon the part of the American govern- 
ment of any intention to attack their liberties and 


independence. 
Again, Agoncillo received a rebuff. 


What is probably his best brief in support of the 
Filipino contention is contained in his Memorial to the 


Senate. Here, then, is Agoncillo holding his brief 
against the action of the United States in ignoring the 
independence aspirations of the Filipinos :™ 


I cannot believe that in any possible action on 
the part of the American republic towards my coun- 
5, there is an intent to ignore, as to the ten millions 
of human beings I represent, the right the free gov- 
ernment of America preserves to the lowliest of her 
inhabitants; but rather prefer to think that in the 
rush of arms this right for a moment may have been 
obscured in the minds of some of America’s liberty- 
loving and enlightened citizens. " 
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ji i addressing you is that I am 
а kat by an inadvertence. oF omission of my 
‘own, a spacious foundation may be laid by virtue of 
Which the rights of my countrymen may be jeopard- 
ied hereafter, with added force, against the well- 
being of America. му Кыке 
е taken occasion іп a communication to the 
saben ar State to point out that by the rule of 
international Jaw, maintained without exception by 
the American Government, the Philippine Republic 
has been for many months entitled to national re- 
cognition, possessing, as it has, since June, be = 
government both de facto and de jure, capable ol 
enforcing its laws at home, or carrying out its un- 
dertakings with foreign Governments, and of main- 
taining itself against Spain. 
jintment of the peace commis- 
айне ша рн T ee rca 
had fully recognized and had communicated to their 
Government the fact that it was no longer posable for 
j y circumstances to regain pi 
Кез ры eo 
sidered in determining whether а new, independent 
nation should be recognized. 


randum concerning the Philippine 
Islands, made on August 27, 1898, by General F. У. 
Greene he states: 


jish Gow i jely demoral- 

“The Spanish Government is completely 1 

zed, and Spanish power is dead, beyond the possi- 

bility of resurrection, Spain would be unable to gov- 
ern these islands if we surrender them. 


Under date of August 29, Major J. Е. Bell reported 
to General Merritt as follows: 


+ t по one cognizant of the conditions 
ow existing in these islands and in Spain who be 
leves that Spain can ever again bring the Philippine 
Islands under subjection to its Governmen 
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From the foregoing, it must appear that the Phil- 
ippine nation had achieved its independence free from 
any danger of losing it at the hands of the Spaniards, 
prior even to the signing of the protocol. This is 
shown by the Executive Document Мо. 62, now be- 
fore the Senate, which document contains much 
testimony concerning the productive capacity of the 
Philippine Islands, and their mineral and agricultural 
wealth, but little’ evidence touching the probability 
of maintaining the American government in these 
islands irrespective of the desires of their people, and 
по direct testimony that the American Government 
had known from the beginning that the Filipinos 
меге struggling for independence and with success, 
and including copies of the declaration of inde- 
pendence of the Philippine Republic and of the laws 
passed pursuant thereto, and showing that the Gov- 
ernment knew that there was in existence а regular- 
ly organized and constituted republican government 
жне the Islands and having General Aguinaldo 
at its head, 


І have already alluded to the fact that Spain 
had по power to deliver possession to the United 
States of the Philippine Islands, having been driven 
Irom these islands by just wrath of their inhabitants; 
and by way of illustration of this point, I venture 
to file herewith a map of the Philippine Archipelago, 
designating the principal islands under the control 
of the respective nations, and showing that America 
is in actual possession at this time of опо hundred 
and forty three square miles of territory, with a popu- 
lation of three hundred thousand, while the Philip- 
pine Government is in possession and control of 
167,845 square miles, with a population of 9,395,000, 
and only a few scattered garrisons are to be found 
in islands having an area of 51,693 square miles, with 
а population of 305,000. The figures as to the Spa- 
nish possession should be diminished, and those of 
the Philippine Government enlarged by virtue of the 
fact that the inhabitants of the islands where Span- 
ish troops yet remain have practically confined such 
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troops to the narrow quarters of their garrison 
towns. 


Spain, therefore, having been driven away, as 1 
have stated, and the inhabitants having established 
а government satisfactory to themselves and main- 
taining order throughout the territories under its 
control, what justification can any other nation ad- 
vance for interfering with my country or refusing 
to extend toward it the obligations of international 
law? Could Spain give to any nation a better right 
than she possessed? She could not confer posses- 
sion, for she did not enjoy it, and any foreign right 
of possession claimed by her had been extinguished 
by the destruction of her sovereignty over my coun- 
try. She could not create by treaty or otherwise, as 

t the Philippine Islands, any right, except ıt be 
the rig it to conquer them, and if such right be clam- 
ed, it exists not because of cession on the part of 
Spain, but because of its own inherent force, and 
must be as powerful on behalf of any othe: nations 
as it is on behalf of the United States. If, therefore, 
America claims the right to make war upon тиу sout- 
trymen for the purpose of conquering them, спа thus 
destroying another republic, so equally may Germany, 
France, and England, or any other powerful nation, 
claim the same right. 


It may be said that the United States has pur- 
chased from Spain by treaty, “all the buildings, 
wharves, barracks, forts, structures, public highways, 
and other immovable property, which in conformity 
with law belong to the crown of Spain.” But it was 
not possible for Spain to yield any right as to prop- 
erty of this nature as against the Government of 
Philippine Islands, for all the authorities upon the 
subject of international law, public property goes 
to the captor of the country, and may not be trans- 
ferred expelled nation to a foreign govern- 
ment a right of the nation which has gained 

of the country by conquest. It, therefore, 
| that the public buildings, etc., recited as ceded 
by Spain to the United States could not have been 
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зо ceded but of right and by international law be 
long to the successor of the Spanish power in the 
Philippines; that ıs to say, to the Philippine Gov- 
grnment representing the independent people of these 
islands. 


In the further discussion of the question whether 
the American Government could acquire any right 
in the Philippines from Spain by treaty, 1 am for- 
tunately able to invite your attention to several not- 
able and exact American precedents, and I could ask 
for my country no better fortune than to have the 
republic of America, as at present constituted, adhere 
to the teachings of international laws as laid down 
by some of its founders, to whom we appeal with the 
utmost confidence. 


When it became necessary, as it did in 1792, for 
the American Government to appoint commissioners 
to negotiate а treaty with the court of Spain, Mr. 
‘Thomas Jefferson, under date of March 18, 1792, 
among other things wrote as follows: 


“Spain was expressly bound to have delivered 
up the Ponesi pbe had taken within the limits of 
rgia evolutionary War as an all 

of the United States) to Great Britain, if they were 
conquests on Great Britain, who was to deliver them 
over to the United States; or rather, she should have 
delivered them to the United States themselves, as 
standing quoad hoc in the place of Great Britain. 
And she was bound by natural right to deliver them 
to the same United States on a much stronger ground, 
as the real and only proprietors of those places which 
she had taken possession of in a moment of danger, 
without having had any cause of war with the United 
States, to whom they belonged, and without having 

any; but on the contrary, conducting her- 
self in other respects as а friend and associate. 
Vattel, 1, 3, 122.... It is still more palpable that а 
war existing between two nations as Spain and Great 
Britain, could give to neither the right to seize and 
appropriate the territory of a third, which is even 
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neutral, much less which is an associate in war, as 
the United States were with Spain", citing Grotius, 
Puffendorf, and Vattel. 


Again Mr. Pinckney, on August 10, 1795, wrote 
to the Duke of Alcudia among other matters as fol- 
lows: 


“But it has been said (referring to the conten- 
tion of Spain that she was entitled to retain territory 
within the limits of the United States, the possession 
of which was obtained by her during the war against 
Great Britain) that Spain had pretensions for passing 
the limits above mentioned by the right of conquest, 
her troops having, during the war, seized a portion 
of territory beyond that limit; but the answer to 
this pretension is that the territory conquered must 
have belonged, before the war, either to the United 
States or to Great Britain, И it belonged to the 
United States, it is very clear that Spain could have 
no right to make conquests on a nation with whom 
she was not at war, and I will not, for a single mo- 
ment, admit an idea so disrespectful to Spain as to ima- 
gine that she could pretend to be the friend of the 
United States, to have succored them in the war; to 
even lent them money for maintaining it, at the same 
time she was depriving them of their property.” 


As will be seen on a careful examination of the 
foregoing citations, the cases cited are to all intents 
parallel with that before us. Spain was, during the 
American Revolution, engaged in warfare with Great 
Britain, from which country the United States was 
seeking independence, as were the Filipinos in the 
recent war with Spain, and she had by her arms ob- 
tained possession of portions of the United States. 
Her right to them was denied successfully by Ameri- 
са, The only possible difference between the two 
cases is that in the first, possession was claimed by 
virtue of conquest, and as to the virtue of cession 
from an expelled power; but whether the apparent 
title be based upon conquest or cession it is clearly 
shown by Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Pinckney that it is 
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contrary to the law of nations for one nation engaged 
in a common cause with another to despoil its asso- 
ciate. Mr. Pinckney thought the idea of such a thing 
disrespectful to Spain, and was unable to imagine 
that she could pretend to be a friend of the United 
States and to have helped them at the same time 
she was seeking to rob them of their property 


That the view taken by Mr. Jefferson and Mr. 
Pinckney was the correct view is shown by the deci- 
sion of the Supreme Court of the United States in 
the case of Harcourt vs, Gailliard, 12 Wheaton, 
page 523: 


“War,” says the Supreme Court, “is a suit pro- 
secuted by the sword and where the question to be 
decided is one of original claim to territory grants 
of soil made flagrante bello by the party that fails 
can only derive validity from treaty stipulation.” 


We have before us a case of а grant of territory 
undertaken to be made by Spain during the existence 
of a war between her and the Philippine Islands, 
such a grant as the Supreme Court of the United 
States under parallel circumstances stated could only 
derive validity by reason of treaty stipulation, mean- 
ing in the case before the Supreme Court, treaty 
stipulation between England and America, and mean- 
ing as to the present case treaty stipulations between 
the Philippine Islands and Spain, 


Meanwhile, the American Senate was girding for 
a final showdown on the ratification of the Paris treaty. 
Оп January 25, the Senate, on motion of Senator Davis, 
unanimously agreed to vote on the treaty on February 
6. It was evident that the Republicans would not be 
able to muster the necessary two-thirds majority to 
make the treaty effective. Unfortunately, however, Wil- 
liam Jennings Bryan, the defeated Democratic candi- 
date for Presidency in 1896 whom Н. L. Mencken de- 
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nounced as “a charlatan, a mountebank, a zany with- 
out sense or dignity,” suddenly turned about and urged 
his Democratic colleagues to vote for the treaty. Bryan 
was playing politics when he based his betrayal on the 
dubious assumption that the issue of imperialism could 
and would be leveled against the Republicans in the 
next elections. At a Democratic banquet at St. Paul, 
Minnesota, February 14, 1899, he orated :™ 


The ratification of the treaty, instead of commit- 
ting the United States to а colonial policy, really 
clears the way for the recognition of a Philippine 
Republic. Lincoln, in his first inaugural message, 
condensed an unanswerable argument into а brief 
question when he asked, “Can aliens make treaties 
easier than friends сап make laws?” The same ar- 
gument is represented in the question, Could the in- 
dependence of the Filipinos be secured more easily 
by diplomacy trom a foreign and hostile nation than 
it can through laws passed by Congress and voicing 
the sentiments of the American people? IF independ- 
ence is more desirable to our people than a colonial 
policy, who is there or what is there to prevent the 
recognition of Philippine independence? It is absurd 
to say that the United States сап be transformed 
from а republic into an empire without consulting 
the voters. 


There was a strong resentment against Bryan's 
betrayal. Senator Turner, one of the opponents of 


We have covenanted with Spain to admit her 
ships and merchandise to the ports of the Philippine 
Islands on the same terms as our own for the pe- 
riod of ten years. We have made diverse and sundry 
stipulations, having no limitation of time, for the 
security of property and individual right in all terri- 

М тогу ceded or relinquished by Spain, including ec- 
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clesiastical property, which presupposes 
continued sovereignty. We have ‘stipulations 
concerning judicial ich presupposes 


time of our occupancy of that islands, but we 
ا چ‎ ок. 


Bryan's sudden switch to the imperialist side pre- 
cisely to confront the Republicans with the issue of 
imperialism in the next elections definitely contributed 
to the swelling of the number of the proponents of 
the treaty. One other factor, perhaps the most crucial, 
was the rtunate breaking out of the Filipino-Ameı 
ican hostilities at the psychological moment. The inci 
dent was used by the imperialists to point out that the 
Filipinos were guilty of firing the first shot. Thus, 
those who were at first against the ratification of the 
treaty changed their stand two days before the voting. 
Their suspicion that the Filipinos began the hostilities 
was magnified when Agoncillo, on February 5, quietly 
fled to Montreal, Canada. The treaty was ratified on 
February 6 by a vote of sixty-one to twenty-nine.” 


The American press continued its attacks on Agon- 
cillo and made capital of his precipitate flight from 
the United States as showing his foreknowledge of the 
Filipino-American hostilities. The charge, of course, 
was way off the mark, for Agoncillo never received any 
forewarning of the rupture of hostilities. Тһе mem- 
bers of the Hong Kong Committee knew that the Fili- 
pino troops were restless and resentful of the terms 
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of the treaty and of the “attitude of the American 
military authorities in demanding that our forces 
should yield their positions which they were justly 
entitled by the success of their arms.” Knowing that 
when the two armed forces were within striking 
distance of each other an “impetuous action of a Fili- 
pino or the over-zeal of an American soldier" might 
precipitate an armed clash, Agoncillo did everything 
in his power to obtain from Washington an assurance 
that an attack on the Philippine Government was not 
contemplated by the Americans, notwithstanding the 
fact that “reenforcements of American troops were 
then being sent to Manila.” Agoncillo, as the target 
of vicious attacks in the press, had been warned that 
he might be arrested. Because of this warning and 
because of the fact that he felt it “undignified for him 
10 remain longer in Washington,” he left secretly and 
hurriedly for Montreal. He felt that his mission to 
the United States had ended.™ Sixto Lopez, in sizing 
up the situation, said :" 
I believe that if America had granted our very 
reasonable request that the troops being sent to Ma- 

nila were not intended as a menace to our govern- 

ment or our people—and it was as much America's 

duty as ours to endeavor to maintain peace—the 

conflict could not have occurred. 

Even when Agoncillo was already beyond Ameri- 
fan jurisdiction, his assassination was attempted on 
orders of some “patriotic” Americans who mistook his 
flight for dear life as evidence of his complete knowl- 
edge of the outbreak of the Filipino-American hostil- 
ities which, as he stated in his previous letters to Sec- 
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retary Hay, he feared might break out. To escape 
persecution, he boarded a steamer for Europe, but un- 
fortunately the ship was wrecked off the coast of New 
Foundland and all the documents he had with him 
were lost." Nevertheless, he reached London on March 
9, and soon after he informed Apacible in Hong Kong 
of his misfortune.” 


The news of the annexation of the Philippines to 
the United States was received in the country with 
mixed feeling. To the vested interests, the Treaty of 
Paris was a wish fulfilled; to the idealistic patriots 
and nationalists, the news was the harbinger of dark 
days to come. In Pasig, the residents passed a reso- 
lution expressing their loyalty to the Philippine Gov- 
ernment and to Aguinaldo and offering their lives in 
the interest of the country's freedom. Resolutions pro~ 
testing the annexation of the Philippines to the United 
States were passed by the residents of Navotas, Pate- 
ros, San Pedro Makati, San Felipe Neri, then in Manila 
Province; by the people of Ilocos Sur, Batanes, Taya- 
bas, Albay, Camarines, Zambales, Samar, Ilocos Norte, 
Cagayan, Cavite, Pampanga, Capiz, Pangasinan, and 
other places such as Malibay (now in Pasay), Sampa- 
loc, San Mateo, Las Piñas, Antipolo, San Miguel (Ma- 
nila), Tondo, and Kalumpit.” It was obivous that the 
people, as distinguished from the intelligentsia and the 
wealthy, were for continuing the struggle for freedom 
and independence. 


Ten: 
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Й агу Government, Aguinaldo seemed to enjoy a 
popularity that no Filipino ever enjoyed be- 

for The dictatorial powers that he wielded, to his 
credit, were used with prudence and were not, at any 
time, employed either to improve his personal fortunes 
ог to persecute those who disagreed with him. Going 
‘one step further, he did his best to draft the prominent 
intellectuals into the government service in the hope 
that the unity of all segments of the population could 
be achieved in the interest of the common welfare. 
Thus, he took in Ambrosio Rianzares Bautista as his 
first unofficial adviser; Mabini, despite his physical 
handicap, was likewise drafted as Rianzares’ successor. 
Buencamino, a royalist and a reactionary, was at first 
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imprisoned but later on made one of Aguinaldo's coun- 
selors; Paterno, a confirmed Hispanista, successfully 
wormed his way into the good graces of the President. 
A few, however, refused to serve the government for 
personal or other reasons. Cayetano Arellano, the fore- 
most lawyer of the period, consistently avoided serving 
the Aguinaldo government. Mabini tried his best to 
persuade Arellano to accept the portfolio of Foreign 
Affairs, but was given the run-around.’ Even after his 
appointment, Arellano never attended the meetings of 
the Council of Government, excusing himself by saying 
that he was indisposed? In another letter to Aguinal- 
do, dated October 25, 1898, he again avoided attending 
the Council meeting by claiming that he was in a 
“deplorable state of health.” All the time, however, 
he was in sympathy with the American government 
and while he did nothing to harm the prestige of the 
Revolutionary Government by remaining passive he, 
nevertheless, gravitated gradually toward the Ameri- 
can side. 


Trinidad H. Pardo de Tavera, while not overtly 
lukewarm to the Aguinaldo government, nevertheless 
privately looked down upon Filipino aspirations and 
considered his countrymen ignorant. Thus, in a letter 
to President McKinley, July 30, 1899, he said:* 


Knowing the history of the wonderful nation 
which has entrusted to you the presidency of its 
government I have never doubted for a moment that 
Providence led the United States to these distant Is- 
lands for the fulfillment of a noble mission, to take 
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charge of the task of teaching us the principles which 
inspire its political policy, control its liberties, direct 
all its actions, and which have made your people 
the wonder of the world and the pride of humanity. 


Convinced of the immense good that the Philip- 
pines would receive from America, a few days before 
the 13th of August [1898] I sought out Dr. Bourns, 
because word had come to me that Һе һай been 
previously in the Philippines, and that he spoke Span- 
ish. 1 placed myself in communication with him and 
asked him to present me to the American authorities 
in order that I might offer my services, having the 
honor to be introduced to General F. V. Greene, with 
whom I was able to converse in French, 


From the moment in which I had the honor of 
conversing with this distinguished General I have 
completely and most actively occupied myself in poli- 
tics, employing all my energies for the establishment 
of American sovereignty in this country for the good 
of these ignorant and uncivilized people, 


1 trust that all the Americans with whom I have 
had the honor to deal recognize the sentiment of 
frank and loyal sympathy which leads me to labor in 
defense of American sovereignty... 


Benito Legarda, who occupied a high position in 
the Aguinaldo government, was actually in sympathy 
with the Americans. He did not believe the Filipinos 
had a culture of their own and considered them to be 
politically unprepared. Thus, in his letter to President 
McKinley, July 29, 1899, he commented :“ 
‘The political situation of these people [the Fil- 
їрїпов] may be conc to the following terms: 
these people are very submissive, liberal and hospi- 
table; they have little social or intellectual culture, 


although strongly disposed to receive the same; such 
scant civilization as they possess is European; one 
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The circumstances then gave rise, though not ob- 
trusively, to two forces in the government: the execu- 
tive force and the legislative force. The former, headed 
It is evident that a few months after the establish- Ey Маъ arao tn теодос py HE 
BRS a E Saa SR Су RE | Paterno and Buencamino, was the more potent of the 
without his knowledge, became a captive of men whose two. The first clash, which resulted in Mabini's defeat 
personal interests and political beliefs and aspirations over the question of whether Congress had the right 
EE rAr U Ae TAARE ол ЦАНУ Алаа to frame a constitution, marked the beginning of the 
His captivity was practically sealed when he allowed struggle ‘between: ће two forces which’ lasted 'up to 
Congress to frame a constitution for the Republic. Over and even after the fall: of the Mabini Cabinet: 
the objections of Mabini, his loyal and trusted adviser, 
Aguinaldo, still believing that he could win over the 
wealthy and the cream of the intelligentsia to the ideal 
of the Revolution, invited the delegates to prepare a 
constitution, The invitation was, however, actually 
written by Buencamino. Aguinaldo was barely aware 
that Congress was composed primarily of men of sub- 
stance and education who had, with few exceptions, 
never before considered the armed uprising beneficial 
to their interests. Most of them were appointed on 
the recommendation of the men around him, including 
Mabini, who were not fully aware of the political and 
economic thinking of their recommendees. Neither 
was it evident to Aguinaldo that in overruling Mabini’s 
objections to the framing of a constitution he was 
playing into the hands of the conservatives who, it 
may be presumed, silently resented Mabini’s exercise 
of powers not compatible with his standing in the 
government, for he had, up to January 1899, no offi- 
cial designation. Behind his back, his silent opponents 
called him the President's Dark Chamber. 


Licking his wounds in silence, Mabini followed 
the debates in Congress on Calderon's proposed Con- 
stitution. His Constitutional Programme, the result of 
his painstaking labor, had been rudely set aside owing 
mainly, as has been seen, to the objections of the 
Catholic majority who saw it as a Masonic document. 
When it appeared to him that Calderon's project would 
be approved, he promptly wrote Aguinaldo on Novem- 
ber 22, 1898 requesting that the promulgation of the 
constitution be deferred pending his careful study of 
the document.’ At the same time, he proposed that in 
view of the uncertain conditions the Chief of Staff 
should hold the rank of Division General or Lieutenant- 
General, for, he argued, the Chief of Staff was in time 
of war the President’s second in command." 


Calderon's project was approved on November 29 
and Mabini, who had been studying its provisions crit- 
lly, saw in it a clear attempt to cripple the powers 
the executive. What surprised Mabini was the fea- 
¢ which made for legislative supremacy. Calderon 
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thought that the only way to check the potential abuses 
of the executive and the army was to provide for a 
strong legislative arm, affirming that the “Congress 
of the Republic was the omnipotent power of the en- 
tire nation.” Sensing the danger that threatened the 
executive, Mabini prepared a memorandum to be sub- 
mitted to the Council of Government to apprise it of 
his reasons why the Constitution should not be ap- 
proved. On December 13, he submitted his memoran- 
dum, wherein he argued against the ratification of the 
document. He commented :" 
2. The proclamation of the Republic presup- 
3255 а constitution at least similar to those acknowl; 
гей in other nations. 

That passed by Congress 
this time for two reasons: 1. Because the constitu- 
tional guarantees in favor of individual liberties can- 
not be maintained for the present, since this is the 
very moment when the necessity of the predominance 
of the military element is indicated; and 2. Because 
it would not be advisable to openly establish the 
separation of the church from the State at these 
critical times, giving rise to withdrawal of the sup- 
porters of religion of the State. 


is not acceptable at 


Nor would it be advisable that said Constitution 
should govern in what relates to the organization and 
operation of the three powers. The ship of State is 
threatened by great dangers and terrible tempests, 
and this circumstance, in my opinion, renders it ad- 
visable that the three powers be to a certain extent 
combined for the present in a single hand, so that 
she may be guided with the force necessary in 
order to avoid all reefs. 


But in giving to the head of the State such extra- 
ordinary powers, I am of the opinion that the present 
Government should be so changed that the Secretaries 
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should receive, consider, prepare and submit to the 
President the decision of all administrative questions, 
The President, in order to be able to render proper 
decisions, should be relieved of all annoying details 
and should consider the substance only; hence the 
necessity that all matters should be presented to 
him duly prepared and considered either by the ге- 
spective Secretary or by all the Secretaries assem- 
bled in council, when the matter is of great im- 
portance, 


The proponents of legislative supremacy, led by 
Calderon, Buencamino, and Paterno, naturally resented 
Mabini's intransigence and adopted tactics to win the 
constitutional struggle. On December 16, Buencamino 
appealed to Aguinaldo to ratify the Constitution, 
saying :” 


1 have been restless and disturbed since our 


*** In the name of God and of our country 


and before foreign nations you were obliged to form 
а regular army and government and so to secure 
the recognition of our independence. To achieve these 
aspirations you have asked the people for their as- 
sistance in the form of wealth, life, and intelligence, 
These are recorded in your decrees, and it is for this 
reason that you cannot suspend or reject the Consti- 
tution—such а step would ruin your prestige (and 
that of the country.) Even now I am prepared to 
follow unquestioningly whatever you wish and would 
lay down my life to follow you, but I repeat to Your 
Excellency that it would be bad for us if the Constitu- 
tion were suspended—an insult indeed to Congress... 


Caught between two hostile forces, Aguinaldo declared 
that he was neither suspending nor favoring the Con- 
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stitution adding, moreover, that this personal opinion 
on the matter was expressed to banish his doubts and 
to seek clarification.” Up to this point, then, Aguinal- 
do, torn between loyalty and respect for his chief ad- 
viser and the potent block in Congress, had not made 
up his mind on whether to ratify the Constitution or 
not. Mabini, taking advantage of his personal relations 
with the President, prepared a message, to be delivered 
by Aguinaldo to Congress, setting forth in detail why 
the Constitution should not at the moment be ratified. 
The message, read to Congress on January 1, 1899, 
said in part:” 


*** 1 can aspire to no higher honor than to 
sanction such a law; but the ibility of future 
contingencies obliges me to make use of the power 
granted by Article 24 of the organic decree of June 
23rd last and to propose for your consideration cer- 
tain changes of a provisional and temporary char- 
acter, changes summarized in the following provi- 
sional regulations, 


1. Notwithstanding the general rule laid down 
in paragraph 2, Article 4, as long as the independ- 
ence of the Philippines is not officially recognized 
the President of the Republic, with his Council of 
Government, will assume the legislative power while 
Congress is not in session, but he will be required 
to state at the first session of Congress the use he 
has made of that prerogative; and he will call a meet- 
ing of Congress in critical circumstances, and to 
transact difficult affairs. This provision does not in 
the least change those contained in Articles 68 and 
85. 


2. As long as the foregoing is in effect, the pro- 
jon “in agreement with the permanent commis- 
See сва таараа Cae a 
void. 
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3. The carrying into effect of Article 5, Chapter 
3, will be suspended until the official recognition 
of independence. In the meantime, the governments 
of the towns which require the spiritual ministration 
of any Filipino priest will provide for his decorous 
maintenance either by assigning him a suitable salary 
ог by making obligatory the payment of certain mo- 
dest fees. 


are guilty of any offense against the safety of the 
State, they may ‘5 
vious authorization ; but the judge who decides upon 


his decision. 

5. Nothwithstanding the provisions of para- 
graph 2 of Article 48, the presence of half plus one of 
the total number of representatives will be neces- 
sary for any law to be voted upon; but in the dis- 
cussion and consideration of extensive laws the pre- 
sence of this number will be required only when the 
matter comes up to the final vote. 


6. In place of those laid down in Article 55, 
the following will be the duties of the Permanent 
Commission: 

(a) To watch over the execution of the Con- 
stitution during the period in which the Congress is 
not in session. 

(b) To convene the Congress in extraordi- 
пагу session оп the occasion when it has to sit as 
а tribunal of justice. 

(с) To complete affairs which have re 
mained pending and carry ош duties expressly as- 
signed to it by the Constitution. 


7. When a law has been passed by a vote of 
two-thirds of the members present, according to the 
provisions of Article 62, the President may veto it 
upon his own responsibility if he considers it detri- 
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mental to internal order or dangerous to the exterior 
safety of the Republic, 


8. Notwithstanding the provisions of Articles 70 
and 36, if the Assembly should adopt a hostile atti- 
tude toward the Council of Government under cir- 
cumstances really serious for the nation, the Pres- 
ident of the Republic may dissolve the Assembly or 
suspend its sessions, without consulting the will of 
the same. 


12. The present rules will have a provisional 
and temporary character until the independence of 
the Philippines is recognized by international Іам. 1 
consider arguments unnecessary in support of the 
proposed amendments, everyone knows that our nas- 
cent Republic now has to fight for its existence 
against giants in ambition and power. You also know 
that 1 am charged with the most difficult task of 
steering the ship of State in these moments fraught 
with danger; hence Т hope that you will understand 
that I need such ample powers that I shall be safe 
above the ebb and flow of public opinion, and that 
you will give me strength and energy to avoid all 
Shoals and to prevent, by the adoption of swift and 
opportune measure, the absolute predominance of 
brute force. 


It would be an understatement to say that the propo- 
nents of legislative supremacy were disappointed with 
Mabini. There was, in fact, a fierce resentment against 
him, for Mabini himself, in а letter to Aguinaldo early 
in January 1899, confessed :" 


The reason why Congress is angry with me is 
that it is my belief that at this time the great powers 
should be concentrated in the hands of а person, 
for I believe that only in this way can we avoid the 
great dangers in the offing. I am not in favor of 
the Constitution because it gives to Congress all 
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the great powers, and Congress. cannot immediately 
make a decision without first coming to ап agree- 
ment. 


Mabini contended, furthermore, that even if the amend- 
ments were accepted the President would have to show 
his full faith and confidence in the Secretaries and to 
approve all their proposals, otherwise they would be 
forced to resign, for Congress would censure them and 
hold them responsible for the proposals. Under such 
circumstances, he added, the President would be com- 
pelled to subscribe to the opinions of Congress. 


Mabini's memorandum to the Council of Govern- 
ment came to the knowledge of the Paterno-Buenc: 
mino group. Buencamino lost no time in refuting М: 
bini’s contentions and sent Aguinaldo, on January 14, 
1899, a memorandum wherein he gave his reasons why 
the Constitution should be ratified by the President. 
He summarized his arguments as follows :" 


Because this question means the rise or fall of 
your brilliant prestige—a prestige that should be de- 
fended by all patriots who love you and our country 
the Philippines—i deem it wise to communicate 
with you my own views, in the hope that 
they might serve to clear up and solve the present 
crisis, which is the desire of all of us in view of 
the widespread disagreement between the Congress 
and the Council of Government. 


In the first place, I remind you that in accord- 
ance with Article 6 of the decree of June 18 you 
alone are responsible to our Nation for your de- 
crees, unless the decree explicitly says that you signed 
them upon the instance of your Secretaries. 
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In the second place, according 10 Article 6 of 
the decree of June 18 and Articles 11, 15, and 16 of 
the decree of June 23, you organized Congress to 
help you establish our Republic; to issue decrees 10 
ensure peace at home and good reputation abroad; 
and so it is stated in the decrees that Congress 
should be consulted on all important matters. 


In the third place, we asked the opinion of Con- 
gress on the national loan, which was approved. The 
principal of the loan is to be paid annually, and the 
interest semi-annually. In the same manner, the 
Congress wrote the Constitution in order that the 
Revolutionary Government might become a Republic. 
How, then, can you repudiate what Congress has 
passed? 


Should you disapprove the Constitution the loan 
will be frustrated, because without a Constitution 
Congress will be dissolved and the representatives 
would voice their sentiments openly. 


~ You cannot order the arrest of the representa- 
tives as it would be tantamount to arresting the 
Mother Country, unless of course there is a clear 
case of treache 


What, then, is the solution? 


In my opinion, you should act according to law, 
the law you yourself made. If you follow the law 
and do пог listen to private opinions, your prestige 
will be greater and you will be admired by foreign 
nations. 


The law is very clear in the present сазе. Take 
cognizance of the decrees you have promulgated and 
you will realize that there is no other solution than 
io promulgate the Constitution and to adjourn Con- 
gress afterwards. 


Upon receipt of this memorandum, Aguinaldo for- 


warded it to Mabini, with his own note, saying: “I am 
sending this to you so you can prepare the necessary 
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answer to relieve me of my doubts. 
prepared for the occasion, for the previous night, Јап- 
uary 13, he and Baldomero Aguinaldo discussed the 
Constitution and the attitude of Congress. Both agreed 
that the Constitution was, in so far as the executive 
was concerned, defective and should not be allowed to 
take effect without the necessary amendments. Mabi- 
ni, in his memorandum to Aguinaldo on January 14, 
pointed out that the veto power of the President was 
necessary for the following reasons :” 


Ist. Because if this change is not made you will 
not be able to keep a Secretary in office if Congress 
is opposed to him and although you have the right 
to name your counselors it is necessary first to as- 
certain from Congress if it thinks them fit. 


2nd. In this very critical period the Govern- 
ment will not be able to come to any decision with- 
out first consulting Congress. (This will make it) 
difficult to deliver the country from this peril since 
before giving an order it will be first necessary to 
discuss it. 


3rd. And even if this change is made, I fear 
that Negros and Пойо will form a federal Republic 
provided for by the Constitution and, what is worse, 
the Americans will be less disposed to recognize us 
since they will see clearly that we want independence, 
Т do not know whether it is the policy of the men in 
favor of annexation to want the Constitution put in 
force so that when the Americans sce it they will 
increase their distrust and have a reason for not 
recognizing us since we have not considered them in 
our Constitution. You may say that these reasons 
are not clear and are based on my feelings toward 
the Congress. You must be careful in making up 
your mind and in deciding what is best. 


| 
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The tugof-war between the executive force and 
the legislative force resulted in the putting off of the 
proclamation of the Philippine Republic. Both sides 
refused to give in, and Mabini, more intransigent than 
ever, seemed to have the upper hand in so far as the 
delay in the promulgation of the Constitution was con- 
cerned. The Paterno-Buencamino group, on the other 
hand, were not disposed to give way to the one person 
whom they considered, rightly or wrongly, the stumb- 
ling block for their ambition. There were so far no out- 
ward signs that Aguinaldo had made up his mind, for 
he was confronted with a difficult problem the solution 
to which might, in one way or other, alienate either 
of the factions, 


Mabini, following up his memorandum of January 
14, sent another to Aguinaldo on January 24 in which 
he refuted Buencamino’s arguments as set forth in the 


latter's previous memorandum of January 14. Не 
wrote 


I have read Mr. Buencamino’s letter. He says 
that your prestige will suffer if you fail to approve 
the Constitution. Here is where we differ. 


If the Constitution takes effect without the 
amendments none could become Secretary except 
those in the good graces of Congress, for in my case 
who am persona non grata they censure me in what- 
ever I do, thus forcing me to resign. And if i do 
not resign they will say that I am shameless (wala 
akong sikmura.) In other words, none of the Sec- 
retaries would remain except those who know how to 
kowtow to the Representatives, who follow their 
‘wishes, and who would agree to approve their i 
nities even if this is against reason and the welfare of 
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the country. This kind of Secretaries will be good 
to Congress even if they are bad; but those who are 
ооф but do not kowtow to the Representatives will 
Ee considered bad. 


What will you do if Congress does not approve 
the Secretaries you nominated? You will change 
them. And if these, too, are not acceptable to Con- 
gress? You will have to change them again. In this 
nobody will accept the Secretaryship, except their 
friends and those in cahoots with most of the Repre- 
sentatives. Under such circumstances you will be com- 
pelled to choose your Secretaries from among their 
‘own personnel, much against your will. For this rea- 
son, you will surely have to agree to whatever they 
wish, for it is unthinkable not to have a Government, 


You cannot dissolve Congress, for according to 
the Constitution you cannot dissolve it without its 
consent. You will have to accede to whatever they 
‘want because you have no veto power. You cannot 
indict any of the Representatives because you will 
have to ask first the consent of Congress. If you use 
force they will accuse you of trampling upon the law. 
If, in spite of the fact that you do not violate the 
Jaws you made, they tell you what to do, how much 
more if you violate them? 


Та the last analysis, if the people see that the 
Government [Executive] and Congress are one in 
making them suffer they would not think of anything 
but to rise up in ams and destroy the Government 
[Executive] and the Congress, as is happening in the 
South American Republics. 


Continuing, Mabini, quoting Buencamino as saying 
that the President of the Republic should stick to the 
Jaw and not listen to the opinions of a person, main- 
tained that the law did not compel the President to 
‘accept the decision of Congress. This is so because, 
according to Mabini, “Article 24 [ of the decree of June 
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231 gives you the veto power.” He then posed the 
following alternatives : 


1. To remove the appointive members of Congress 
and to change them with those in the confidence of 
the President; 


2. To veto the Constitution ; 


3. To approve the Constitution and thereby 
change the Cabinet. 


Recalling his first meeting with Aguinaldo, Mabini 
said that before accepting the duties of adviser he 
made it plain that he was physically weak and that 
he accepted the challenge to serve his country when 


he realized that Aguinaldo needed him very badly. He 
added :" 


„If I have not resigned it is because I believe 
I might be blamed if I do not fight for what I believe 
to be the welfare of the country. But since my 
strength lies in yours, I cannot possibly do anythi 
if you withdraw your confidence in me. Approval 
the Constitution without the amendments implies 
that you have no more confidence in me; I will then 
be helpless. * * * 


Please do not listen to their promise that you 
can do whatever you please under the Constitution, 
for the truth is that you are the one to follow them: 
If, without the Constitution, they аге forcing you 
[to do what they want], how much more if your 
hands have already been tied? 


Mabini had by this time been elevated to the rank of 
President of the Council of Government or Premier of 


the Cabinet” It was not without reason that he stren- 
uously objected to the relegation of the President to 
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the category of a ceremonial executive, for not only 
was he convinced that the executive should have as 
large powers as the conditions of the time demanded, 
but also he was aware that under the setup he, as 
Premier of the Cabinet, would be responsible not to 
the Chief Executive, but to Congress — a situation that 
Mabini thought anomalous, if not degrading. In the 
face of his opposition, the Paterno-Buencamino group 
had to compromise. A few temporary provisions were 
inserted in the Constitution, particularly that part of 
Article 4 which provided that “two or more of these 
powers shall never be vested in one person or corpora- 
tion; neither shall the legislative power be vested in 
an individual”, This particular provision was amended 
to read (Article 99): 

Notwithstanding the general rule established in 
paragraph 2, Article 4, during the time the country 
may have to struggle for its independence, the Govern- 
ment is hereby authorized to determine, at the close 
of Congress, whatever questions and difficulties, not 
provided for by law, may arise from unforseen events, 
by means of decrees which may be communicated 


to the Permanent Commission and to the Assembly 
on its first meeting. 


Тһе provision for the separation of Church and State 
and the equality of all religions (Article 5) was sus- 
pended until the constituent assembly had been con- 
yoked. With these amendments, Aguinaldo, on Jan- 
wary 21, 1899, promulgated the document. He enjoined 
all Filipinos “of whatever class or rank to keep it and 
сашве it to be kept, complied with and executed in all 
its parts, because it is the sovereign will of the Filipino 
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people." Two days later, the Philippine Republic was 
proclaimed amidst the tumultuous rejoicing of the 
people. The delegates, in the open session of Congress, 
swore to be faithful to the Constitution. Soon after. 
Aguinaldo took his oath of office. He delivered his 
message to Congress, thanking and congratulating 
them for their “constitutional labors.” He said partly“ 


І congratulate myself on seeing my constant ef- 
forts crowned, efforts which I continued from the 
time I entered the field with my brave countrymen of 
Cavite, as did our brothers in other sections with 
no arms but bolos, to secure our liberty and inde- 
pendence, 


And, finally, I congratulate our beloved people 
who from this date will cease to be anonymous and 
will be able with leg а ide to proclaim to the 
Universe the so long desired name of PHILIPPINE 
REPUBLIC. 


We are no longer insurgents, we are по longer 
revolutionists, that is to say, armed men desirous of 
destroying and annihilating the enemy. We are from 
now on Republi that is to say, men of law, able 
to fraternize with all other nations, with mutual re- 
spect and affection. There is nothing lacking, there- 
fore, in order for us to be recognized and admitted 
as a free and independent nation. * * 


Great is this day; glorious is this date; and this 
moment when our beloved people rise to the apo- 
theosis of independence will be eternally memorable. 
The 23rd of January will be for the Philippines here- 
after a national feast day, as is the Fourth of July 
for the American nation. And thus in the same 
manner as God helped weak America їй the last cen- 
tury, when she fought against powerful Albion 
[England], to regain her liberty and Independence, 
He will also help us today in the identical undertak- 


uration, January 23, 1899, 


General Aguinaldo on his way to Barasoain for his 
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ing, because the ways of Divine justice are immu- 

table in rectitude and in wisdom. *** 
Soon after his message was read, Paterno, in his usual 
florid language, delivered his speech. Now he spoke of 
the chains of slavery and regained freedom; of Fili- 
pinos as an “audacious eagle in the battle field, a 
powerful lion in defense of its rights” — to the delight 
and admiration of the audience. He continued :" 


No one must doubt, no one must attempt to les- 
sen this sovereignty, that belongs wholly to the Fil- 
ipinos; they have won it by shedding their blood 


against Spain in the sight of America and the entire 
Universe. 


For this reason, the people rejects all annexa- 
tion as it suggests diminution of sovereignty, and it 
was not in vain that God placed between both terri- 
tories, between America and the Philippines, an im- 
mensity, the immensity of the wild waves, the im- 
mensity of the sea, 


Our tastes, our interests are of a peaceful na- 
ture, and the shedding of human blood is repugnant 
to our sentiments. We want to make of the human 
гасе a family. We want to erect an altar of peace 
upon the pile of ruins of the past, and to maintain 
the troops consecrated by the noble conquest for 
liberty solely for tyrants. 


Our ideal is that the Filipino people shall be sov- 
ereign de facto and de jure, in order that every crim- 
inal attempt against it shall be impossible. 


Thus, today, the Philippines dauntlessly raises its 
forehead, and with a mighty effort and with full of 
hope, proclaims the Republic, sure that the sun which 
shines with splendor in its splendid heaven is en- 
dowed with perennial youth: and knowing our eter- 
nal rights will defend us, even in the sacred grave 
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the hundred heroes, champion of its liberties, will 

rise up in order to deliver the laurel of victory. * * * 
When he finished his speech, Aguinaldo rushed to his 
side and embraced him, while the rest of the delegates 
took turns in shaking the hands of the eminent orator 
whose prose, patterned after the florid Spanish prose 
of the period, had captivated the hearts of the lis- 
teners.” 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN THE EXECUTIVE FORCE AND THE 
legislative force did not end with the proclamation of 
the Philippine Republic. The constitutional struggle 
was merely a prelude to a greater struggle which in- 
volved morality in the conduct of public office. There 
was no doubt now in the minds of the Paterno-Buen- 
camino group that Mabini was their enemy, and while 
it is true that Aguinaldo was an unknowing captive of 
the former they nevertheless feared that with Mabini 
intervening in and fighting relentlessly for the execu- 
tive they would have a difficult time making Aguinal- 
do their complete puppet. To Mabini, as will be seen 
later on, the Paterno-Buencamino group represented 
the plutocrats bent on destroying or nullifying what- 
ever the Revolution had achieved so far. The conflict 
then graduated from the realm of intellect to the field 
of economics, for Mabini, unconsciously perhaps, re- 
presented the “have nots" of the time. 


It must be recalled that Congress passed the na- 
tional loan law in October 1898 authorizing the Gov- 
ernment to “execute for the treasury of the nation an 
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interior loan of P20,000,000 to be redeemed in forty 
years after the date of issue.” Under the law, the Gov- 
ernment was also authorized to pledge the property 
of the nation as security and to give to the subscribers 
an interest of six per cent annually payable every six 
months. Aguinaldo approved the law in a decree of 
November 267 In the decree of November 30, it was 
provided that the management of the loan shall be 
vested in a board of twenty-four members each of 
whom had fifty or more shares. The board members 
were to be divided into four sections each of which 
Was to be a part of each of the four divisions of the 
Department of the Treasury. The members of the 
board, who were also members of the different divi- 
sions of the Treasury, were to assist in the administra- 
tion of their respective divisions. For this purpose, 
the board members, among whom were Pedro A. Pa- 
terno, Felipe Buencamino, Benito Legarda, and Ambro- 
sio Rianzares Bautista, were to establish a bank which 
would deal directly with all matters pertaining to the 
national loan. Through the machinations of these same 
board members, the law further provided that the 
bank was to take over the government's income accru- 
ing from the annual personal taxes in the event that the 
Government failed to pay the yearly interest.” It was 
evident that the proponents of the loan were interested 
in making Aguinaldo’s captivity complete and in raking 
profits derived from the financial embarrassment of 
the Government. 


Mabini, upon learning of the provisions of the law 
and the proposed establishment of the bank by the 
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prominent members of Congress, promptly wrote Agui- 
naldo a stinging letter exposing the efforts of the plu- 
tocrats in Congress to control the Government through 
financial manipulation. In an undated letter, but prob- 
ably written in December 1898, Mabini disapproved of 
the directorate of the bank being composed of those 
rich men who would take advantage of the financial 
situation of the treasury in order to control the ad- 


ministration of the Government. He said іп part =" 


I have read your decree of the 30th [of Novem- 
ber] regarding the loan by virtue of which (article 
4) the Permanent Commission of the Council of 
‘Treasury would have the right to collect all the taxes, 
the collections being the installments on the loan 
and оп its interest. It also says that if the collec- 
tions were not enough the Council would collect the 
personal cedula tax. *** 


Because the incoming members of the Council 
of the Treasury are the rich men of Manila who, ac- 
cording to what I learned, are in league with Paterno, 
I feel that the results would be worse than those 
during the Spanish regime. Since it is the Treasury 
that supports you, [it follows] that the wealthy men 
who control the Treasury would have you in their 
clutches. 


You will probably say that Don Marianito [Ma- 
riano Trias, the Secretary of the Treasury) is in your 

lence, True, but you probably know that Don 
Mariano can be easily led by the Council, whose mo- 
tive it does not express obviously. As soon as the 
bank has been established it will become the real 
power that will give the orders because it will give 
the Government the loan. If only Manila were ours 
Т would have no fear, for the bank would then be 
under your power. 
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1 never realized that such things would come to 
pass: I never expected that you would approve the 
wealthy men’s demand for such guarantees, All of 
us worked without any remuneration, but they refuse 
to part with their money without interfering with 
the Treasury. Perhaps the members of the Council 
will ask for salaries; if such happens then the 
wealthy would reap all the benefits and the soldiery 
would die of hunger. They will be strict in collect- 
ing rents from the tenants, the administrator will 
pocket some of the money, and only a measly sum 
will go to the coffers. Since this sum will not be 
enough to pay the interest and the amortization, the 
collection from the cedula tax will be theirs and noth- 
ing will be left for you to pay the salaries of the 
people. In the end you will be blamed by the tenants 
and employees and the wealthy will laugh at you, 


This is a reminder to you so that you may choose 
the directors well; may they not be bribed and won 
over by the Council 


Mabini clearly saw the pitfalls into which the plu- 
tocrats were leading Aguinaldo, since it was plain to 
him now that his Chief, in approving the unwarranted 
exactions of the wealthy group, was a captive and, 
therefore, veering away from him. In the last two 
paragraphs of his letter, he gently rebuked Aguinaldo, 
Saying that since the latter now had many assistants 
he should allow him (Mabini) to retire. 


When you had nobody to consult I worked [for 
you) even though I was sick, now that I am no long- 
er needed it is but reasonable that I seek that which 
will strengthen my physique: if the road dries up 
a little I will go to Sibul; T hope I recover. 


And so: this is my last importunity, It is not 
right that I be held responsible for something 1 did 
not do. May God bless you, for in your hand lies the 
the welfare or the tragedy of the Philippines, 
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There is no record that the bank was established 
and that the project of the plutocrats to despoil the 
coffers of the Government was put into effect. What 
is certain is that the Paterno-Buencamino group exerted 
their efforts in harassing Mabini and conducting a 
whispering campaign against him. In an undated let- 
ter, Mabini confessed that Paterno and Buencamino 
were trying their best to win the applause of the people 
and to continue the fight against him. He said :” 


Paterno and Buencamino are after honors in 
{their plans and want to appear the idol of the peo- 
ple. But they are pliant (Malalambot ang ilong), 
easily frightened, and cannot endure pains and 
heat of the sun. That is why they immediately rush 
to the shade of a robust tree. 


If they [Paterno and his group] are campaigning 
outside, 1, 100, am prepared to do the same within 
my powers. I dare not say that I will win, but I 
promise that I will not run away as long as they are 
оп their feet. And if perchance they retreat first and 
Т ат left alone 
if I can stand and fight for the rights of the people 
so that those to succeed us will have an example 
to follow, ** 


Many have ambitions and have for their excuse 
love of country, but when analyzed carefully it will 
be seen that they are after their own personal in- 
terests. If they are tired and can no longer take it 
they ought to ask Paterno and Buencamino to do 
something for them, because the latter are not averse 
to being laughed at behind their back if only they 
are praised openly. 


But before they stage the second act of the Biyak- 
na-bato comedy they should know that there is a great 
difference in conditions. Captain Emilio was not fa- 
mous before; today he is looked up to by all nations 


the field, 1 really do not know , 
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as an equal. In better times he struggled to make 
himself the representative of the country; if in times 
of distress he would forsake those whom he placed 
in danger and seek safety in other lands, he would 
be accused of being a mean person who had not 
known dignity and honor. 


The conflict between the two groups came to a 
head when, owing to the rigors of wartime conditions 
ushered in by the rupture of the Filipino-American hos- 
tilities on February 4, 1899, the Paterno-Buencamino 
group shifted their goal from independence to auto- 
поту. Admiral Dewey had cabled Washington to send 
# commission to the Philippines to study the condi- 
tions and the Philippine-American relations, which, he 
feared, were deteriorating. Consequently, President 
McKinley dispatched the first Philippine Commission 
Ло the Philippines with a view of facilitating the most 
“humane, pacific and effective extension of authority” 
And to “secure with the least possible delay the bene- 
fits of a wise and generous protection of life and prop- 
erty.” The Commission was composed of Jacob 
Gould Schurman, Chairman, and Admiral George Dew 
ку. Charles Denby, Dean С. Worcester, and General 
Blwell S. Otis, members. It is obvious that the Com- 
Mission, in accordance with its regulative principles, 
fare to the Philippines to enforce the supremacy of 
the United States “throughout every part of the Archi- 
Pelayo.” Mabini, as President of the Council of Gov- 
ment, pointed out that the United States had по 
и over the Philippines because the Filipinos were 
consulted in matters dealing with their own fate. 
i} manifesto, dated April 15, 1899, read in part:* 
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What а spectacie it is to see at the end of the 
century called the century of enlighterment and civi- 
lization, a people jealous and proud of its own sov- 
ereignty employing all its great powers, the result 
of its own continued free existence, to wrest from 
another people, weak but worthy of a better fate, the 
very rights which in its own case it believes to be 
inherent by law, natural and divine! 


Апа since war is the last resource that is left 
to us for the salvation of our country and our own 
national honor, let us fight while a grain of strength is 
left us; let us acquit ourselves like men, even though 
the lot of the present generation is conflict and sacri- 
fice, It matters not whether we dic in the midst or at 
the end of our most painful day's work; the genera- 
tions to come, praying over our tombs, will shed for 
us tears of love and gratitude, and not of bitter 
reproach. 


In view of the Filipino weakness in the field, Ма- 
bini, toward the end of April 1899, sent a committee 
to Manila to confer with General Otis. Colonel Manuel 
Arguelles, the chairman of the committee, was ine 
structed to submit to the American authorities fl 
following statement of purposes :™ 


1. The Philippine Government finds itself com- 
pelled to negotiate an armistice and a suspension to _ 
hostilities as an indispensable means of arriving at 

In the first place, in order to justify itself 
Before its people as having employed all the means 
in its power 10 avoid the ruin of the country, and, 
іп the second place, to offer to the [American] Com- 
mission a means of putting an end 10 the war in a 
manner most honorable to the American Army and 
most glorious to the government of the United States. 


2. It does not solicit the armistice to gain time 
in which to reinforce itself, nor does it expect aid 
from Japan nor from any other nation, ау по gov 
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ernment up to the present time has recognized its 
belligerency, nor is it disposed to injure its relations 
with powerful America, especially as there is nothing 
то be gained thereby. The Philippine Government 
carnestly desiring the felicity of its people, while it 
is still in pursuit of independence, would not insist 
upon fighting for its ideal if the Philippine people, 
through its accredited representatives, should ask for 
peace and accept autonomy. 


3. The interests of humanity are at present in 
harmony with those of the North American Govern- 
ment, and both ask for a brief space of time, how- 
ever short, in which the Philippine people may re- 
flect upon their sad situation and may understand 
the bases of the autonomy which is offered to them. 


4. IE however, this last recourse is denied it, 
no one can blame the Philippine Government for the 
tenacity which it may show. The honor of the army 
and the happiness of the country will then determine 
the only line of conduct for it to pursue, namely, 
to prolong the struggle until it reaches the end of its 
resources. This prolongation of the struggle would 
be fatal to both peoples. 


The American Government, however, refused to 
entertain any idea of independence. Nor was Otis wil- 
ling to stop the hostilities even temporarily. АП that 
the American Government offered was autonomy, “the 
lorgest measure of self-government consistent with 
peace and good order.” Mabini’s stand was that he 
would not accept any terms from the United States 
unless they were based on recognition of Philippine 
Independence. In this stand, he found an ally in Gen- 
eral Antonio Luna. Colonel Arguelles wavered and 
wed acceptance of autonomy. Luna immediately 
ved his arrest on the ground that advocacy of auto- 
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nomy, when the Philippines was an independent coun- 

try with a constitution, was treason. But Mabini and 
Luna were in the minority, and Congress, in the face 
of the new situation, likewise wavered. Led by Paterno 
and Buencamino, the legislative force veered toward 
the American offer of autonomy and thereby clashed 
again with the Mabini group. In a letter, presumably 
to Galicano Apacible, then in Hong Kong, Mabini 
charged that the Americans were promising the Pater- 
no-Buencamino group all kinds of comforts and that 
the group were happy to hear such promises.” But 
what Mabini did not discern at the time was that 
majority of the members of Congress were in the con- 
servative camp with vested interests. As a result, Con- 
gress, whipped into line by Paterno and Buencamino, 
soon came to favor the American promise of autonomy. 
The final blow fell on Mabini when Congress swayed 
Aguinaldo to its way of thinking. Aguinaldo, as a cap- 
tive, must have thought that it was less dangerous for 
him to drop Mabini from the Cabinet than to anta- 
gonize the majority who, with their money and influ: 
ence, could make it impossible for him to move freely, 
Mabini, sensing that he was losing his grip on the 
President, wrote what is tantamount to his Cabinet's 
resignation on May 3. The letter геай:” 


The present Cabinet, since its formation in Jan- 
uary last, feels that it has done all that which it be 
lieved conducive to the welfare of the country which, 
in its judgment, consists in its independence, in so 
far as its scant forces and the limited means at its 
command permitted: it has always been guided by ап 
impartial judgment and by sincerest patriotism. Tt 
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may have erred in some of its decisions, but even 
then it may be stated that it acted in good faith, 


Notwithstanding its good will to continue working 
with all its powers for all that which redounds to the 
general benefit, it is not unaware of the fact that 
there may be others who are able to direct public af- 
fairs with better judgment and fortune. Из honor 
and the slight services rendered to the country with 
loyalty and disinterestedness impel it not to prevent 
the assumption of power by those who feel more vig- 
ог and see more clearly; but the members are also 
impelled not to submit their resignations at а mo- 
ment so critical and serious for the country, in order 
that their attitude may not be considered a weak one, 


Being desirous of finding some middle course, 
they earnestly request that when you are convinced 
that other persons are better qualified to secure the 
realization of the happiness of the country, you will 
consider the present Cabinet as having resigned, and 
request that you will communicate to the members 


your decision to entrust the formation of a new Cabi- 
net to another. 


In acting thus, they believe that they best serve 
the country, now threatened by great dangers and 
misfortunes. 


The Paterno-Buencamino group, taking advantage 
‘of the opportunity to put Mabini out of the way, sum- 
Moned Congress to a session on May 6. As was to be 
expected, Congress passed a resolution expressing its 
policy of conciliation with the Americans and, at the 
same requesting the captive President to change 
the Mabini Cabinet" It should be noted that the Con- 
ess that passed this resolution consisted of not more 
ın twenty members, out of a total membership of 
re than а hundred. Nevertheless so keen was the hos- 
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tility to Mabini that the Congress leaders did not bother 
to determine whether there was a quorum or not. In 
the words of Dr. José Albert, a prominent member of 
Congress :* 


It was unanimously resolved to enter into an 
understanding with General Otis, upon the basis of 
the proclamation of autonomy offered by the Schu: 
man Commission. A copy of this resolution was deli 
ered to President Aguinaldo by the Secretary of 
the Interior and the writer; in the said resolution 
there was contained, moreover, а request for the sub- 
stitution of the Mabini cabinet by one which should 
inspire in the American Government absolute confi- 
dence in the securing of a peaceful arrangement. 

Aguinaldo, helpless in the face of the majority, ap- 

proved the resolution of Congress and promptly іп- 

formed Mabini on the same day of the desire of the 
legislative force. Mabini then wrote a letter to Agui- 
naldo declining the post of President of the Council — 
of Government, adding that his resignation was 
prompted by the demand of Congress and the will of 
the President.” On May 7, Aguinaldo notified Mabini 
that a new Cabinet was to be formed. He wrote :7 


Please state to the Cabinet of which you are the 
President that, availing myself of the powers vested 
in me by the Constiution, І have deemed proper to 
entrust to Señor Pedro A. Paterno the formation of a 
new Cabinet. Т have been prompted to take this step 
in the first place, by virtue of the resolution of Con- 
gress and that of the Council dated the 3rd instant, 
which leaves me at liberty to select a new cabinet 
when I should consider it advisable for the general 
welfare; and on the other hand, by my desire to seek 
а remedy for the evils which afflict our unfortunate 
country, Please express also to the Secretaries form- 
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ing the present Cabinet my acknowledgment of the 
services they have rendered to the country, being sa- 
tified with the zeal, loyalty and intelligence with 
which both they апа yonrself have discharged your 


On May 8, Mabini wrote Teodoro Sandico, the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, requesting him to circularize by 
telegrams the civil and military chiefs of Luzon regard- 
ing the transfer of power to Paterno.” Paterno, as the 
main architect of the fall of Mabini, triumphantly 
wrote his brothers and sisters in Manila telling them 
of his appointment as head of the Cabinet. At the 
same time, he painstakingly explained that the fall of 
the Mabini Cabinet was caused by Mabini’s failure to 
make peace with the Americans." Though appointed 
on May 8, Paterno nevertheless took actual possession 
of the Government оп May 10." His cabinet was com- 
posed of the following :“ 
Pedro A. Paterno, President 
Felipe Buencamino, Foreign Affairs 
Severino de las Alas, Interior 
Hugo Ilagan, Treasury 
Mariano Trias, War and Navy 
Aguedo Velarde, Public Instruction 
Leon Ma. Guerrero, Public Works and Com- 
munications 
Maximino Paterno, Industry, Commerce and 
Agriculture 
Mabini, in appraising the cause of his fall, gave as 
М» reason the refusal of the Paterno-Buencamino 
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group to accept independence with a struggle. Сот- 


menting on the softness of the group, he said : 


It seems that the present Cabinet is now nego- 
tiating with the Americans on the basis of autonomy, 
and I laugh at all this because those who get tired 
after months of struggle will be of no service except 
to carry the yoke of slavery. 


Mabini could not accept autonomy not only because 
he was too deeply involved in independence to think 
of any other alternative, but also because he believed 
that autonomy under the sovereignty of the United 
States or any other nation was an open violation of 
the Constitution which, he added wryly, the Paterno- 
Buencamino group approved." 


On the other hand, Buencamino gave the reasons 
for the fall of the Mabini Cabinet as follows: 


1. There was disagreement between Mabini and 
the majority of the Representatives arising from the 
failure to convene Congress on April 15, 1899, the date 
indicated for its opening by the Constitution. The 
Standing Committee of Congress found it necessary 
to call upon Aguinaldo to demand the convocation of 
Congress, which demand Aguinaldo satisfied. 

2. Public opinion took notice of the fact that in 
the evacuation of Malolos, a chest containing P27,000 
in coins and other valuables was abandoned. Since 
the Government was hard pressed for money, public 
opinion demanded that there be a change of Cabinet. 


3. The failure of Otis and of the Schurman Com- 
mission to secure a suspension of hostilities, and 


Apolinario Mabini 
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4. The Congress, in view of the fact that Mabini 
was an absolute nonconformist, holding war to be the 
only means of attaining the independence of the Philip- 
pines, unanimously requested Pedro А. Paterno to ac- 
cept the Presidency of the Council of Government, 
believing this to be the only means of accomplishing 
the much desired suspension of hostilities, since Pa- 
terno represented moderation, harmony and peace. 


While these factors may have contributed to the 
fall of the Mabini Cabinet, yet there is reason to be- 
lieve that underneath the obvious was the feeling that 
Mabini was the sole stumbling block to the Paterno 
group in their drive to control not only the adminis- 
trative machinery of the government, but also its fin- 
ences. This is abundantly proved not only by the actua- 
tion of the plutocrats in Congress, but by Fernando 
Canon’s letter to Aguinaldo denouncing Paterno and 
his group for their selfish motives in establishing a 
bank which would administer the Treasury.” 


It is indeed difficult to imagine the Paterno-Buen- 
Samino group acting solely in the interest of the coun- 
try in oppossing Mabini with their might, for the fact 
is that even Mabini’s election to the Supreme Court 
was vehemently protested by the plutocrats." Using 
Ambrosio Rianzares Bautista, the President of the As- 
sembly, as their spokesman, the Paterno-Buencamino 
Шоир continued to harass Mabini in his retirement. 
In а letter of protest dated September 13, 1899, Rian- 
‘wares pointed out that Article 40 of the Judiciary Law 
Provided that no person, who was physically and moral- 
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ly disabled, should be appointed to the court. The 
Assembly, he added, had no official knowledge of the 
impediment that made Mabini incapable of discharg- 
ing his duties. Doubtless, Mabini was afflicted with 
paralysis and, therefore, the President of the Republic 
should not approve Mabini’s election to the highest 
court. It was pointed out that in case Mabini's election 
was approved the members of the Assembly and the 
President of the Republic would be directly responsible 
for the violation of the law. To avoid a conflict in the 
its president and the majority who 
election to the Supreme Court, 
said election should be voided by Aguinaldo." 


Mabini did not publicly answer the charge against 
him, but in a letter to Aquilino Calvo he explained 
the hostility to him as the upshot of his criticisms of 
the Assembly. Mabini, in the words of Dr. Encarna- 
ción Alzona, was 


a constructive critic [and] fought without hatred 
he was animated solely by a passionate desire to see 
that everything was done well and in compliance with 
the law even though others wielded the power. If his 
language was at times harsh and strong and hurt the 
sensibilities of those in the government, his motives 
were indisputably praiseworthy. It was his ardent 
patriotism which urged him to spare no one and to 
express his views in clear and forceful style. 


Mabini did not seek the office of Chief Justice; it 
was offered to him on a silver platter. Paterno re- 


sented this, for he was himself interested in the posi- 
tion“ and could not, while he had the means, stand 
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by to witness the glorification of the very man who 
frustrated his and his associates’ attempt to control 
the Treasury of the Republic. 


Proud and intransigent, Mabini did not grasp the 
opportunity with alacrity, for he stated as condition 
for his acceptance of the high position the introduction 
of reforms in the judiciary. Aguinaldo consulted his 
Cabinet and the latter, now under the power of the 
Paterno-Buencamino group, demurred. Taking this as 
г cue, Aguinaldo disapproved Mabini’s election as 
Chief Justice.” 


Privately, Mabini analyzed the arguments of his 
opponents regardi his election to the Supreme 
Court. In a letter to his former secretary, Cayo Alzona, 
dated at Rosales, Pangasinan, September 13, 1899, he 
said that his election was consummated by the Assem- 
bly with the concurrence of the Executive and there- 
fore could not be annulled. Had it been done by the Ex- 
ecutive alone, whose duty was to execute the laws, the 
election would have been null and void because it vio- 
lated the law. Regarding his physical disability, Mabi- 
ni pointed out that he had served the country in the 
capacity of President of the Council of Government 
and Secretary of Foreign Affairs, intimating that no- 
body ever called the attention of the President to his 
physical disability. His physical disability was not a 
hindrance to the duties of the Chief Justice who need 
Hot leave his office in order to serve faithfully, and that 
(hough he could be disqualified from holding certain 
vffices, particularly those which necessitated moving 
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from one place to another, he could not be disqualified 
from the Chief Justiceship because he could dictate his 
ideas and think sanely.” 


In an age when it was easy to be corrupt, Mabini 
remained the shining example of integrity, candor, hon- 
esty, patriotism and self-sacrifice. From his retire- 
ment came these fighting words: "1 am prepared to 
fight with all the strength at my command the 
Spanish virus with which they are contaminated. . ..”™ 


Eleven: 


THE RIFT 


JE CUBAN APPAIRS, WHICH BECAME THE PRIMARY 
concern of both the “humanitarians” and the im- 
rialists in the United States, also involved in 
ап indirect way the Filipinos who, like the Cubans in 
the Western hemisphere, were struggling desperately 
to free themselves from the shackles of Spanish mal- 
administration. The resulting Spanish-American war 
led to a fortuitous “alliance” between the Filipino 
leaders and the American military in an effort to liq- 
uldate the remnants of the Spanish soldiery in the 
Philippines. Rightly or wrongly, most of the Filipino 
rebel leaders under the aegis of Aguinaldo believed that 
the Americans came to liberate the Filipinos from the 
bankrupt Spanish rule, and the Americans, believing 
that the Filipino rebels could be used as pawns in 
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the game of power politics, encouraged them to repose 
faith and confidence in the “benevolence” of America. 
The Filipino-American acquaintance which started in 
Singapore slowly ripened into a sort of friendship that 
at first augured well for the parties concerned. Never- 
theless, the Filipino leaders, as the junior partner in 
the “alliance,” were not as naive as the American mili- 
tary thought they were, for from the very beginning 
the former had suspected American intentions in the 
Philippines. The rebels, moreover, thought of the “pos- 
sibility of having to fight a war with America,” for 
the Americans, so they suspected, were rather too phil- 
anthropic to be trusted. The “alliance”, then, had from 
the very beginning been anchored on mutual suspicion 
and some Filipino leaders thought that when the time 
came for laying disguises aside “we shall see who will 
be deceived.” 


Outwardly, however, the “alliance” was an instru- 
ment forged for mutual protection. It has been seen” 
how Aguinaldo, swallowing his pride in order to make 
the Americans happy, allowed them to occupy the stra- 
tegic positions held by the rebel troops. Once a con- 
cession had been granted, the American military con- 
tinued to ask for more. Thus, General Merritt, on 
August 20, 1898, demanded the withdrawal of the Fili- 
pino forces “beyond the jurisdiction of the old munici- 
pal limits, or walled city, and its suburbs Binondo, 
Tondo, Santa Cruz, Quiapo, Sampaloc, San Miguel, 
Concepcion, Ermita, Malate and Paco, or San Fernando 
de dilo [sic!1."" Aguinaldo's request that Malakanyang 
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and the convents of Ermita, Malate and Paco be turned 
over to him was flatly refused Naturally, Aguinaldo 
resented such slight not only to his person, but to his 
authority as commander-in-chief of the rebel forces. 
Otis himself admitted that the “insurgents, disap- 
pointed because not permitted to enjoy the spoils ol 
war, in accordance with medieval customs, and to 
exercise with the United States authorities joint con. 
trol of municipal affairs, were not friendly disposed..." 


Merritt, seeing the ugly look on the rebel faces, 
cabled Washington for instructions regarding the new 
developments involving Filipino-American relations. 
Оп August 18, 1898, he was instructed not to accede to 
the insurgent demand for joint occupation and to make 
them recognize the military occupation and authority 
of the United States.’ Aguinaldo, however, refused to 
withdraw his forces as Merritt demanded unless the 
American military authorities agreed to certain condi- 
tions to be put in black and white, namely, protection 
of insurgent shipping by Admiral Dewey, joint occupa 
tion of Manila, and the restitution to the rebels ot 
the positions to be evacuated in the event that the 
United States recognized by treaty Spain’s dominion in 
the Philippines Otis, who in the meantime had suc- 
ceeded Merritt to the American command in the Phil- 
ippines, answered Aguinaldo on September 8, saying 
that he could not accept the latter's terms not only 
because of the legal impediments, but also because 
joint occupation of the city was impractical. Otis 
argued :" 
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It would be extremely difficult to prevent fric- 
tion between our respective forces, which might re- 
sult in unfortunate consequences, labor as we may 
for continued harmonious relations. Located in close 
proximity, irresponsible members of our organiza- 
tions, by careless or impertinent action, might be the 
means of inciting distur 3 


Otis then reiterated Merritt's demand for the revolu- 
tionists to vacate the city and the suburbs, with a 


threat of armed action if Aguinaldo failed to comply 
with his peremptory demand:" 


It only remains for me to respectfully notify you 
that I am compelled by my instructions to direct 
that your armed forces evacuate the entire City of 
Manila, including its suburbs and defenses, and that 
I shall be obliged to take action with that end in 
view within a very short space of time should you 
decline to comply with my Government's demands, 
and I hereby serve notice on you that unless your 
troops are withdrawn beyond the line of the city's 
defenses before Thursday, the 15th instant, I shall be 
obliged to resort to forcible action, and my Govern- 
ment will hold you responsible for any unfortunate 
consequences which may ensue. 


The wording as well as the tone of the letter were 
such as to indicate the actual feeling of the American 
commander toward Aguinaldo and implied that the 
Filipinos were no longer the allies of the Americans. 
This after the capitulation of Manila, Aguinaldo or, 
more correctly, Mabini, sensed the implication of such 
a letter and on September 13 hastened to send Otis 
а commission of three members to request the Ameri- 
can commander to withdraw the ultimatum and to 
request, instead, compliance with the demands. Agui- 
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naldo, it must be conceded, tried his best to control 
the temper of his men, for it was obvious that some 
of his subordinate officers, particularly Generals Pio 
del Pilar, Mariano Noriel, and Artemio Ricarte, sus- 
pected the Americans of something not conducive to 
harmonious relations. Otis, taking advantage of his 
military might, turned down the request and insisted 
that the revolutionists withdraw from their positions 
or suffer the consequences. The Filipino commission 
persisted in its stand that only a request and not an 
ultimatum would be acceptable to Aguinaldo and the 
people and that there was a necessity for face-saving. 
Otis relented and wrote, on September 15, the follow- 


ing “request”: 

It is my desire that our friendly intercourse and 

mutual amicable relations be continued; that they be 

not jeopardized if we can by consistent action avoid 

it, and such I am certain, is the desire of yourself 
and associates. 


May I ask, therefore, that you withdraw your 
troops from Manila? 


To which Aguinaldo, satisfied that there was no 
longer any element of compulsion in the “request,” 
answered that” 


I have given appropriate orders that my troops 
should abandon their most advanced positions with- 
in some of the suburbs, and that they would retire 
io points where contact with yours would be more 
difficult, in order to avoid all occasion for conflict. 


On September 15, the revolutionary forces evacuated 
“some of the suburbs” in excellent spirits.” Otis, how- 
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ever, was not satisfied with the evacuation of “some 
of the suburbs” and, contrary to the spirit of the Pro- 
tocol of August 12 which placed only the city of Mani- 
la, its bay and harbor under the control of the United 
States army, proceeded to have a map of the city and 
the suburbs blue printed and sent to Aguinaldo, on 
October 14, for his information and approval. The 
blue print embraced all the suburbs, thereby making 
it appear that the rebels continued to occupy positions 
within the territorial limits — particularly Paco and 
Pandacan — of the United States forces of occupation. 
In the same letter of October 14, Otis called Aguinal- 
do's attention to several instances of kidnapping and 
robbery allegedly perpetrated by the rebel troops. Otis 
continued :" 
In numerous instances my officers have sub- 
mitted complaints to me that they have been arrested 
and been compelled to turn back to the city, ee 


а as unarmed and peaceful citizens 
with the intent to seek health and recreation 


Toward the end of the letter Otis, in a more friendly 
tone, requested Aguinaldo to allow the American troops 
suffering from various illnesses to bivouack at a place 
in Parañaque known as Camp Dewey. Otis’ letter pro- 
voked considerable discussions among the Filipino gen- 
erals, some of whom proposed to fight the Americans 
at once. Cooler heads suggested the withdrawal of 
their troops as demanded by Otis." Aguinaldo, in the 
hope that serious repercussions might be averted, sent 
Dr. Т. Н. Pardo de Tavera at the head of a commission 
to confer with the American satrap. In a letter of 
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October 18, Pardo de Tavera notified Otis that Agui- 
naldo had instructed him to propose that (1) the 
Filipinos would occupy the blockhouse as a precau- 
tionary measure in the event that Spain retained pos- 
session of the Philippines, (2) the Filipino troops 
would retain Pandacan, and (3) the time within which 
the Filipino troops should evacuate Paco and other 
areas be extended from October 20 to October 25" 
Otis granted the request for the extension of time for 
the evacuation of Paco and other areas, but flatly 
turned down all other requests. Whereupon, Aguinal- 
do wrote Otis on October 22:" 


Relative to the latter point [Otis’ refusal to al- 
low the insurgents to continue to occupy Pandacan], 
1 take the liberty of telling you that your predeces- 
sor, General Merritt, understood that the American 
forces only ought to occupy, according to the terms 
of the capitulation of Manila, the city and its envi- 

ie., Binondo, Tondo, Santa Cruz, Quiapo, Sam- 
San Miguel, Concepción, Ermita, Malate, and 
x San Fernando de Dilao, and thus he clearly 
puts it in his letter of August 20 last. The town of 
Pandacan has always been considered outside of the 
municipal limits of Manila, which the general himseli 
mentions in said letter, and I hope your high sense 
of judgment shall see it thus. 


In what may be regarded as a forthright declaration 
of Filipino suspicion of American intentions, Aguinal- 
do pointedly remarked :" 


When it is possible for a formal convention to 
pacify and harmonize the interests of the two peo- 
ples, then the suspicions of my people—which 1 can 
not completely quiet with my prestige and authority, 
по matter what good desires move me—will disappear. 
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Otis, in his reply dated October 27, insisted that the 
Filipino troops were within the disputed area and al- 
though Merritt had admitted that Pandacan was not 
within the territorial jurisdiction of the American 
army, nevertheless he, Otis, was bound by the terms 
of the capitulation to occupy the city, its suburbs, and 
defenses.” Aguinaldo stood pat on the right of the 
Filipinos to occupy Pandacan, but gave orders to his 
men not to interfere with affairs in the city of Manila 
and the suburbs. His de 
ber 26, 1898, read:* 


One more 1 command the Civil and Military Chiefs 
under this Government not to interfere with the ai 
fairs in the city of Manila and its suburbs, now under 
the jurisdiction of the United States of America, for, 
although said Civil and Military Chiefs apparentiy 
comply with the orders issued by me, 1 have very often 
been informed of acts to the contrary committed by 
parties who thus put this Administration in a very 
embarrassing position. Therefore, І deem it proper 
to make known that this Government does not ap 
prove of the acts of those who in its name interfere 
with the public affairs in the territory controlled by 
the United States, and all those making arrests, which 
are only authorized to be done by the officials of 
this Government in the territory under my jurisdic- 
tion, shall be outlawed, 


‘ee, dated at Malolos, Octo- 


Every Filipino not complying with the above given 
order shall be court-martialed. 

The conflict of interests, though apparently Кері 
within official circles, was nevertheless felt by the peo- 
ple. There was, for one thing, the unfortunate atti- 
tude of some American soldiers toward the Filipinos 
which, naturally enough, drew the ire of the latter. 


General Antonio Luna. 
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Thus, it was bruited about that the American soldiers 
did not know how to keep step. Aguinaldo was ad- 
vised to “send someone who is qualified in military 
tactics to watch their drills." For another, the Fili- 
pino soldiers, or at least some of them, showed their 
contempt for the American soldiers whom they con- 
sidered as connoisseurs only in emptying bottles of 
marca demonio. Thus an American enlisted man :* 


Many, too many alas! of the enlisted men sought 
to drown’ their homesickness and the humdrum of 
their existence in potions of Cyrus Noble and 
Schlitz, which factors of civilization arrived оп the 
islands almost as soon as the army.*** Our army 
was regarded by Aguinaldo as worse than the Spanish 
army in these respects and they were elements that 
were counted on by him in connection with the cli- 
mate as making it inferior to his own in physical 
endurance. 


There had not been any moment during the ЕШ. 
pino-American relations since Aguinaldo’s return from 
Hong Kong in which the Filipino civil and military 
authorities deviated from their attitude of suspicion 
toward the Americans. General Noriel, as early as 
July 20, telegraphed Aguinaldo that the American of- 
ficers were preparing charts of the area from Pasay 
to Pasig, thereby implying in effect that the actuations 
of those Americans were suspicious.” In the same 
tenor, Major Leyba, former aide-de-camp of Aguinaldo, 
wrote on October 23 from Aparri that an American gen- 
eral wanted to enter Cagayan and expressed the fear 
that if allowed he might study the topography of the 
region and make а map of it* Aguinaldo himself had 
more than once expressed his suspicions of the Ameri- 


418 THE CRISIS OF THE REPUBLIC THE RIFT 419 


cans. On December 7, he instructed the provincial initiative in capturing the few military outposts in the 
| chief of Pangasinan not to allow the Americans to hands of the Spaniards. On November 7, 1898, the 
reconnoiter the rivers and strategic places in the prov- Spanish forces in Negros surrendered to Aniceto Lac- 
inces without a pass from his headquarters.* Two days son y Ledesma, commander-in-chief of the Filipino 
later, General Miguel Malvar telegraphed Aguinaldo forces in northern Negros." Earlier, on August 21, the 
| asking him whether the ship El Germana which was Spanish forces in Morong surrendered to Major Laza- 
flying an American flag should be admitted into the ro Makapagal and handed over the money and other 
port of Batangas, Batangas, with or without а pass. effects to the rebels" The Spanish garrison in Taya- 
Aguinaldo promptly ordered Malvar not to admit the bas, Tayabas, surrendered to the rebel forces on Au- 
ship" By January 1899, the Filipinos were becoming gust 16,” while Aritao, Nueva Vizcaya, fell into the 
restless. Bolos were distributed in Santa Cruz, Manila, hands of the Filipinos after a brisk exchange of fire 
when American troops were seen spreading out into with the defending Spanish forces on September 10, 


the plaza at Sta. Ana and Sampaloc.” More bolos were Two days later, General Llanera and Major Delfin Es- 
distributed in Sta. Ana, Manila, and in Kawit, Manda- quivel attacked the Spanish garrisons in Nueva Ecija 
luyon, and San Juan del Monte.” То other leaders, und, on the 14th, those in Bayombong, Nueva Vizcaya. 
Aguinaldo issued orders to prevent American landing Both surrendered to the rebels.“ By the end of 1898, 
at any point within the territory of the Government.” y a few scattered Spanish garrisons remained to be 
The Americans, too, were not sleeping on their liquidated. The Spaniards, however, showed such he- 
jobs. Sensing the ugly mood of the Filipinos, the roic resistance in Baler, on the eastern coast of Taya- 
American military authorities in the city of Manila bas, that it took the rebels more than a year to subdue 
took precautions to prevent disturbance of peace. Per- the Spanish defenders of the garrison, In the face of 
sons entering the city were searched and registered” Filipino fire and of intense hunger, the brave Spanish 
Such precautionary measures, though taken in good defenders of Baler fought on and refused to surrender. 
faith and justified by the circumstances, appeared to But there is always a limit to human endurance and on 
the Filipinos unwarranted and constituted an unfriend- June 2, 1899, General Saturnino Martin surrendered. 
ly act. By the beginning, therefore, of 1899, Filipinos By the terms of the capitulation, the Spanish soldiers 
American relations had so deteriorated as to make the were not taken prisoners.” 
former allies enemies in fact. In the Visayas, the rebels not only attacked the 
Spanish garrisons but also recognized the Government 
MEANWHILE, THE REVOLUTIONARY FORCES, IN AN ATs at Malolos. While in the earlier stages of the revolu- 


tempt to seal Spain's fate in the Philippines, took the tion against Spain the Visayans were apparently peace- 
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ful, they were, actually, in sympathy with the rebels 
of Luzon. Even prior to the outbreak of the Revolu- 
tion of 1896, the Visayan conspirators were already ac- 
tive in their propaganda against Spain. The agitation, 
however, had its center in Hong Kong and was headed 
by José Basa, working through Venancio Concepcién™ 
A few months after Aguinaldo's return to the Philip- 
pines, August 1898, the Central Revolutionary Com- 
mittee of Iloilo appealed to the Revolutionary Govern- 
ment to send arms and other forms of assistance to 
the Visayas in order that hostilities against the Span- 
їагіѕ could be started at once” Heeding this appeal, 
Aguinaldo sent a force to Antique under the command 
of Leandro Ешоп. In Batangas, another expedition 
destined for Capiz was prepared under the command 
of General Ananias Diokno. It sailed from Batangas in 
November 1898. However, Fullon’s and Diokno’s ex- 
peditions to the Visayas did not arrive at their destina- 
tions until after the Visayan rebels had succeeded in 
liquidating the remnants of the Spanish forces in 
Panay,” 

Meanwhile, Aguinaldo received advice from abroad 
telling him of the necessity for occupying the Visayas 
and Mindanao for strategic reasons. On September 
10, 1898, Howard Bray wrote Aguinaldo that General 
Merritt had intimated to him that the Revolutionary 
Government should occupy the Visayas and Minda- 
nao.” In November, hostilities began in the Visayas, 
resulting in the isolation of the forces of General Diego 
de los Rios in Molo, Jaro, and Iloilo. Having isolated 
the Spanish general, the Panay insurgents set up a 
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revolutionary capital at Sta. Barbara, Iloilo." On No- 
vember 17, the Panay rebels met and created the Pro- 
visional Revolutionary Government. Elected меге:" 


Roque Lopez о President 

Vicente Franco Vice-President 
Venancio Concepción ........ Treasurer 

Julio Hernandez ................. Secretary of War 


_ Secretary of State 
_ Secretary of Justice 
(temporary) 


Ramon Avancefia 
Ramon Avancefia - 


Fernando Salas Secretary-General 
Martin Delgado General-in-Chief 
Perfecto Poblador Division General 


Pascual Magbanua .. Division General 


It was also agreed at the meeting that the results 
of the elections were to be sent to Aguinaldo for his 
confirmation, pending which the results were to be 
considered temporary in nature. 


In Jaro, the rebels proceeded to form a Revolu- 
tionary Junta which was to exercise authority over the 
locality. The Junta was composed of :“ 


Severino Arguelles ........... ... President 
Ruperto Montinola _.. Delegate of Justice 
Ruperto Jalandoni Delegate of Revenue 
Leocadio Buenconsejo ........ Delegate of Police 

Guillermo Guevara .............. Militia Commander 


It is obvious that the Visayans had not acted in 
concert at the beginning; however, the need for a 
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unified action and government occurred to them to- 
ward the end of 1898. They were inclined to form a 
Federal Republic to consist of the three major island 
groups: Luzon, the Visayas, and Mindanao. However, 
the Visayan representative in the Malolos Congress, 
Francisco Villanueva, never raised the question before 
the Congress.” It was plain, though, that the Visayans, 
in preferring a Federal Republic, thought and acted as 
Filipinos and that they tespected the authority of 
Aguinaldo and the officials of the Revolutionary Govern- 
ment at Malolos. This was proved when, on December 
5, the Revolutionary Government of the Visayas pledged 
its allegiance to the Government at Malolos.“ А few 
days later, Francisco Villanueva asked the Provisional 
Government to convene in order to reorganize it in 
such a way as to make it more in keeping with the 
Malolos Government. Felipe Gonzalez, a military man, 
objected, saying that it was not yet propitious, that is, 
the conditions were not yet stable enough to warrant 
a reorganization. With the backing of Ramon Avan- 
ceña, Villanueva’s proposal was approved. Henceforth, 
the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Visas 
yas came to be known as the Federal State of the Vi- 
sayas.” The decision was transmitted to Aguinaldo, 
who promptly ordered an election for the Council. In 


accordance with this order, the Federal State of the 
Visayas elected the following :* 


Roque Lopez . 


President 
Vicente Franco 


Vice-President 
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Jovito Yusay 
Ramon Ауапсейа 
Julio Fernandez 

Magdaleno Jovellano 


| 
| Councilors for Iloilo 
| 


Martin Delgado -....... 


| Military Commanders 
Pablo Araneta 


Fernando Salas 
Agustin Montilla . 


Councilor for Cebu 
Councilor for Occidental 
Negros 
- Councilor for Oriental 
Negros 
2 Councilor for Antique 
Councilor for Capiz 
Councilor for the District 
of Concepción 
„ Secretary-General of the 
Council of State 
Assistant Secretary-Gen- 
eral of the Council of 
State 


Toward the end of December 1898, the Visayan 
troops attacked the Spanish garrison of Iloilo, result- 
ing in its evacuation and the surrender of the Spanish 
troops under General de los Rios. On December 27, 
Pablo Araneta and Francisco Villanueva, representing 


Juan Carballo 


Vicente Gella + 
Venancio Concepcién _ 
Numeriano Villalobos 


Francisco Villanueva . 


Florencio Tarrosa 


Aguinaldo, pledged the Federal State of the Visayas 
fo the Government at Malolos. By January 1899, the 


Spanish laws promulgated in Luzon were put into 
effect 


the Visayas." 
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The bond of loyalty and faith that existed between 
the Federal State of the Visayas and the Malolos Gov- 
ernment was further cemented by an incident in which 
the Americans, contrary to the Protocol of August 12, 
tried to invade Пойо and occupy it. On December 13, 
Otis received a petition from the prominent business- 
men and merchants of Iloilo, most of whom were for- 
eigners, asking him to protect life and property in the 
city. Otis couid not take any step regarding the mat- 
ter without the consent of Washington. Consequently, 
he cabled Washington for instructions. Otis believed 
that next to Manila, Iloilo was an important port and, 
therefore, should be taken by the Americans.* He pro- 
posed to Admiral Dewey that one of his ships convoy 
the troops to Tloilo, but Dewey demurred on the ground 
that authority for such a military project had already 
been asked of Washington and that he believed General 
de los Rios, the Spanish Commander of Iloilo, could 
hold out long enough for them to receive authority 
from Washington to occupy the city. On December 23, 
Washington cabled Otis saying that necessary troops 
be sent to Iloilo “to preserve the peace and pro- 
tect life and property” there. At the same time, Otis 
was reminded to be “conciliatory but firm” and to 
exert his utmost endeavor to prevent an armed con+ 
flict with the rebels.” Otis immediately notified de 
los Rios by telegram that a “considerable United 
States force” would give him relief. The message, 
however, failed to reach the Spanish general on time 
and on December 24 the Spanish commander evacuated 
Iloilo and sailed to Zamboanga." 
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Meanwhile, an American expedition to Iloilo was 
prepared under the command of General Marcus P. 
Miller. On December 24, Otis instructed Miller to 
take formal possession of Iloilo if the Spaniards were 
still in possession of the city and, in the event that the 
insurgents had already occupied it, to avoid “all mani- 
festation of meditated forcible action and undue dis- 
play of force.” The instructions continued :* 


You will place yourself in communication with 


the insurgent authorities through the representative 
men of Iloilo, whom you will take from Manila with 
you on your voyage, and who will use their best en- 
deavors to bring to a successful determination an 

difficulties which may present themselves, You will 
make known to the inhabitants the purpose of the 
United States, which, having succeeded to all the 
rights of Spain in the Philippine Islands, under treaty 
stipulations following conquest in the Eastern and 
Western hemispheres, intends to establish among 
them іп all their private interests and liberties, in 
which they shall have representation, and which will 
secure for them increasing and abundant prosperity. 


In another set of instructions to Miller, Otis di- 
fected him to explain his object in bringing a large 
force to Iloilo, namely, to “take possession of other 
ports in the islands.” Miller's expedition left Manila 
‘on December 26 and arrived at Iloilo harbor two days 
Inter. An aide of General Martin Delgado came aboard 
the transport Newport and asked Miller point-blank 
whether he intended to interfere with the Visayan af- 
foirs. Miller answered that he had already written a 
etter to the commanding officer of the Filipino troops 


the city signifying his intention to contact the rebel 
ers with a view of making arrangements with them 
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regarding the accomplishment of his mission, that is, 
the peaceful occupation of Iloilo" The following day, 
December 29, a committee of Hongos “having civil con- 
trol” of the city met with Miller on board the Newport. 
The committee told Miller that it could not turn over 
the city to him without consulting Aguinaldo. The 
American commander harangued the Committee with 
a long talk on the intention of the American Govern- 
ment to be established in the Philippines, and finally 
winded up with the insolent remark that there was no 
time to consult with Aguinaldo. Then he asked: 
“Should we land would you meet us with armed resists 
ance?” The question was left unanswered. Miller 
then asked the Filipinos to march out of the city peace. 
fully and allow the Americans to move in on December 
31. The committee did not commi self, but promised 
to return the following day to give the proper answer 
to the quiet insolence of Miller." 


As promised, the committee returned to the New. 
port for another conference with Miller. This time, 


it brought with it a letter from Roque Lopez, which 
said in part: | 


„I have the honor to notify you that, in conjunc 
tion with the people, the army, and committee, we 
insist upon our pretension not to consent, in our pre 
sent situation, to any foreign interference without 
express orders from the central government of Luzon. 
upon which we state once more that we depend, and 
with which we are one in ideas, as we have been until 
now in sacrifices. 


Therefore, if you insist on your side upon dis 
embarking your forces, this is our final attitude. 
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At the same time that the conferences with Miller 
were being held, the Visayan rebels came pouring into 
the city. The American estimate placed the number 
of the rebels at 12,000, of whom only 2,500 were armed 
with rifles and the rest with bolos.” Without much 
ado, they occupied the old fort and raised the rebel 
flag over it. Miller, in the face of such maneuver, pro- 
posed to attack the city by shelling it from the sea 
at a distance of 2,500 meters." The Sixth Artillery 
lowered its guns into the boats, the Eighteenth Infan- 
iry was ordered to prepare to march to the city, and 
the Iowa Volunteers were alerted to follow suit. Then, 
tọ Miller's discomfiture, a committee representing the 
foreign merchants in Tloilo came hurrying to the New- 
port imploring Miller not to land his forces until after 
the insurgent government of Iloilo had consulted with 
Aguinaldo.” Much against his will, Miller had to call 
off his proposed triumphal march to the city. Опе can 
appreciate his keen disappointment when one consid- 
ers that it was these same businessmen and mer- 
thants who importuned Otis to send an American 
expedition to Tloilo. 


While Miller was thus neutralized, he called 
the inhabitants of the city to a meeting in order to 
feud to them President McKinley's Proclamation. 
Mention of the peaceful intentions of the United 
States in coming to the Philippines drew a tart query 
from a hearer: “Why, then, did the Americans bring 


№ larger army than had ever been seen in the harbor 
ûf Iloilo before?” There was no slavery in the United 
States and all citizens were free, so read the Procla- 
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mation. And immediately someone in the audience 
asked: “That is all very well about the United States, 
but what about slavery in the Philippines?” Then that 
part of the Proclamation promising the Filipinos the 
right of trial by Filipino courts of justice and the right 
to hold public office was read and emphasized. 
Thereupon a rebel officer stood up and said: 


“This town was officially handed over to us by 
the Spaniards, after we had besieged it for several 
months and lost many men. We are tasting the sweets 
of liberty for the first time, and now we are asked 
to give up the town to a strange people, who will not 
tell us what they intend to do after they are masters. 
Shall we give up Iloilo?” 


A resounding “Мо!” was heard for half a mile. 
Then an enthusiastic old man shouted at the top of 
his voice, “We will fight them in the bowels of our 
mountains !’" 


The unfolding machination of the Americans in 
Iloilo led the Malolos Government to back up il 
Federal State of the Visayas to the hilt. It pointed 
out that the Malolos Constitution provided for a 
tary system of government paramount over the whole 
archipelago and that in a critical situation it was ad- 
vantageous for all concerned to have a unified 
embracing all armies in the different parts of the 
ippines. Consequently, the Malolos Government 
gested that the Constitution be proclaimed in 
Visayas, that a Superior Council be created wi 
members would act as representatives of ће Е 
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State to the Congress." At the same time, it also 
suggested the participation of the Visayas in the Cen- 
tral Government, with the Visayans electing their own 
representatives in accordance with the Decree of June 
18, 1898. The suggestions were accepted by the Vi- 
sayans, but owing to the outbreak of the Filipino- 
American hostilities on February 4, 1899, the Visayas 
was isolated from Luzon. When early in February 
Miller succeeded in occupying Iloilo, the Malolos Gov- 
ernment, on April 27, dissolved the Federal State of 
the Visayas and created in its place the Politico-Mil- 
itary Governors who were to be chosen by the ргоу- 
incial councils. The politico-military governor was to 


exercise civil as well as military authority over the 
province.” 


MUCH HAS BEEN MADE OUT OF THE ALLEGED CHAOTIC 
condition into which the countryside and the Malolos 
Government itself had fallen. It had been the Ameri- 
can opinion in Manila that the second half of 1898 
was a period that might be characterized as “some- 
thing akin to anarchy.” This opinion was held by the 
Americans of the imperialist type, such as Dean C. 
Worcester. It led to more misunderstandings between 
the Filipinos and the Americans and resulted in in- 
creased tension. Such opinions as were held by the 
more unprejudiced Americans as W. B. Wilcox aad 
L. R. Sargent, who conducted a survey of existing con- 
ditions of northern Luzon in the second half of 1898, 
unfortunately did not reach the Filipino leaders and the 


masses. Yet their findings are important as throwing 
light on the actual conditions and the range of author- 


430 


ity 


THE CRISIS OF THE REPUBLIC 


exercised by the Malolos Government. Thus 


Sargent :® 


1 can state unreseı however, that Mr. Wil- 
cox and I found the existing conditions to be much 
at variance with this opinion, During our absence 
from Manila we traveled more than six hundred miles 
in a very comprehensive circuit through the north- 
ern part of the island of Luzon, traversing а char- 
acteristic and important district. In this way we vi- 
sited seven provinces, of which some were under the 
immediate control of the central government at Malo- 
los, while others were remotely situated, separated 
from each other and from the seat of government by 
natural divisions of land and accessible only by 
lengthy and arduous travel. As a tribute to the ef- 
ficiency of Aguinaldo’s government and to the law- 
abiding character of his subjects, I offer the fact that 
Mr. Wilcox and I pursued our journey to Manila with 
only the most pleasing recollections of the quiet and 
orderly life which we found the natives to be leading 
under the new regime, 
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light کہ چ ہے ایھر ج اھ ریہ اا‎ The ral- 
ing Filipinos, during the existence of their provisional 
government, appreciated the necessity of providing 
public schools to be accessible to the poorer inhabit- 
ants. Had the events so shaped themselves as to have 
provided an opportunity for carrying into effect the 
plans formed on this point, it seems possible that the 
mental plane of the entire population might have been 

raised gradually to a surprising height. 


A John Barrett, who argued for the retention of 
the Philippines on economic grounds, admitted that 
he had had a pleasant experience in his travels in the 
Philippines. Speaking of the Malolos Congress, he 
said :* 


By the middle of October, 1898, he [Aguinaldo] 
had assembled at Malolos a congress of one hundred 
men who would compare in behavior, manner, dress 
and education with the average men of the better 
classes of other Asiatic nations, possibly including 


Sargent then proceeded to tell of their pleasant 
trip to northern Luzon where they were royally dined 
and wined by the Filipinos and honored with pres- 
entations of Spanish plays. Concluding his estimate, 
Sargent said :* 


I cannot see what better gage we can obtain at 
present of the intelligence and ambition of the whole 
Filipino race than the progress that has been made 


the Japanese. These men, whose sessions I repeatedly 
attended, conducted themselves with great decorum, 
showed knowledge of debate and parliamentary law 
that would not compare unfavorably with the Japan- 
ese Parliament. The executive portion of the govern- 
ment was made up of a ministry of bright men who 
seemed to understand their respective positions. Each 
general division was subdivided with reference to 
practical work. There was а large force of under-secre- 


Хагіех and clerks, who appeared to be kept very busy 
with routine labor. 


by its favored members with the limited opportuni- 
ties at their command. Throughout the island а thirst 
for knowlege is manifested, and ап extravagant 
respect for those who possess it. *** The heroes of 
this people are not heroes of war, but of science and 
invention. Without a rival, the American who is best 
known by reputation in Luzon is Mr. Edison and any 
native with the slightest pretension to education 
whom you may question on the subject will take de- 


Even Consul Wildman, realizing the unfairness of 
the common run of American opinion regarding the 
Filipinos and their government, officially warned the 
State Department of the futility of looking down upon 
the Filipino government and people with something 
akin to contempt. Іп a dispatch to John Basset Moore, 
Under-Secretary of State, he said 
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-the Insurgent Government of the Philippine Is- 

lands cannot be dealt with as though they were North 
‘American Indians willing to be removed from one ге- 
servation 10 another at the whim of their masters. 
If the United States decides not to retain the Phil- 
ippine Islands, its ten million people will demand in- 
dependence, and the attempt’ of any foreign nation 
to obtain territory or coaling stations will be resisted 
with the same Spirit with which they fought the 
Spaniards. 

The Filipino-American tension was not relieved by 
such professions of honesty on the part of some Amer- 
icans. What appeared triumphant at the moment was 
the set opinions of the imperialists who looked upon 
the Filipinos as charges to be educated and civilized. 
Тһе tension increased when President McKinley's 
Proclamation, which set forth for the first time the 
American policy toward the Philippines, was published, 
Otis toned down the Proclamation in order to avoid ex- 
citing the Filipino leaders, for the original Proclamation 
contained phrases such as “sovereignty”, “right of ces- 
sion” and others, which, it was feared, might be used by 
Aguinaldo to incite the masses against the Americans. 
But General Miller, who received a copy of the ori- 
ginal Proclamation, published it in Пойо on January 
4, 1899, and soon copies of this unedited version 
reached Malolos. The Proclamation was at once sub- 
jected to a heavy barrage of verbal fireworks, with 
Antonio Luna, the editor of the nationalistic La Inde- 
pendencia, leading the attack. Luna pointed out that 
the policy enunciated in the Proclamation was “mere 
ly a subterfuge to temporarily quiet the peeple until 
measures could be inaugurated and applied to put in 
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practice all the odious features of government which 
Spain had employed” in the Philippines.” On Janua- 
ry 5, 1899, Aguinaldo issued a peppery counter-pro- 
clamation which, in effect, terminated the hitherto 
theoretical Filipino-American friendship. He summar- 
ized the American importunities and violations of the 
ethics of friendship, particularly the order to occupy 
Iloilo, and concluded 


Such procedures, so foreign to the dictates of 
culture and the usages observed by civilized nations, 
gave me the right to act without observing the usual 
rules of intercourse, Nevertheless, in order to be cor- 
rect to the end, I sent to General Otis commissioners 
charged to solicit him to desist from his rash enter- 
prise, but they were not listened to. 


My government can not remain indifferent in 
view of such a violent and aggressive seizure of a 
portion of its territory by а nation which arrogated 
to itself the title champion of oppressed nations. 
Thus it is that my government is disposed to open 
hostilities if the American troops attempt to take 
forcible possession of the Visayan Tslands. T de- 
nounce these acts before the world, in order that the 
conscience of mankind may pronounce its infallible 

dict as to who are the true oppressors of nations 
id the tormentors of human kind, 


Copies of this incendiary proclamation reached 
the masses and doubtless incensed them at what they 
thought, rightly or wrongly, to be the American perfi- 
dy. Aguinaldo himself must have realized its impli- 
cations and promptly ordered the recall of the copies 
left undistributed. In its place, another proclamation 
was published in the Heraldo de la Revolucién on 
the evening of the same day. He said partly:” 
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As in General Otis's proclamation he alluded to 
some instructions edited by His Excellency the Pres- 
ident of the United States, referring to the adminis- 
tration of the matters in the Philippine Islands, 1 in 
the name of God, the root and fountain of all justice, 
and that of all the right which has been visibl 
granted to me to direct my dear brothers in the dif- 
ficult work of our regeneration, protest most solemn- 
ly against this intrusion of the United States Govern- 
ment on the sovereignty of these islands. 


І equally protest in the name of the Filipino 
people against the said intrusion, because аз they 
have granted their vote of confidence appointing me 
president of the nation, although 1 don't consider 

t I deserve such, therefore I consider it my duty 
to defend to death its liberty and independence. 


To Otis, the two proclamations were tantamount to 
а call to arms. He met the situation by quietly taking 
precautionary measures. He strengthened the Amer- 
ican observation posts and alerted his troops. The 
result was an apparent unconcern on his part and a 
dubious pacific intention on the part of the protag- 
onists. But the tense atmosphere could be felt, and 
the Filipinos in and around Manila left for safer places. 
The exodus was so great that “all avenues of exit were 
filled with vehicles” and the railroad cars filled to 
capacity in transporting families to the north within 
the protective arm of the Filipino army. It was es: 
timated that some 40,000 inhabitants fled “within a 
period of fifteen days.” On the other hand, Aguinal- 
do's proclamations had the effect of drawing the mas- 
ses together, so much so that some 20,000 Filipinos 
paraded at San Fernando, Pampanga, to show their 
loyalty to their President.” 
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It would be а mistake to suppose that both camps 
wanted a conflict to force the issue of who exercised 
the sovereign power over the other. The fact is that 
Aguinaldo and Otis tried their best to hedge off a dis- 
astrous struggle. Otis was precluded from using his 
military might by the Washington instructions which 
explicitly ordered him to avoid an armed conflict with 
the Filipinos. Aguinaldo, on the other hand, was not 
militarily prepared and could not, even if he had 
wanted to, wage a war to drive off the erstwhile ally. 
It was then that he proposed a conference between 
the Filipinos and the Americans in order to thresh 
out the differences between them. He appointed a 
commission composed of Florentino Torres, Ambro- 
sio Flores, and Manuel Arguelles, to meet with the 
American commission. Through an intermediary, a 
certain Mr. Carman, the Filipino commission ap- 
proached Otis “with a view to working out a plan for 
the adjustment of the conflicting political interests 
of the parties concerned.” Otis refused to have any 
dealing with the Malolos Government but nevertheless 
signified his willingness to appoint an American com- 
mission of three members to deal with the Filipino 
commission. On January 9, Aguinaldo wrote Otis no- 
tilying him of the appointment of Florentino Torres, 
Ambrosio Flores, and Manuel Arguelles to meet with 
their American counterparts." At the same time, he 
issued a proclamation, on January 9, to the “Brave 
Soldiers of Manila”. This proclamation consisted of 
twelve articles and may be summarized as follows :" 


436 THE CRISIS OF THE REPUBLIC 


Article 1. All Filipinos should observe their 
countrymen so as to determine whether they are pro- 
American; if so, they should see to it that these pro- 
American Filipinos are inspired by the faith of the 
holy cause. 


Article 2. Filipinos should be courageous and 
should study well the situation of the American out- 
posts and positions in order to surprise the enemy. 


Article 3. This contains an outline of the tac- 
tics to be employed to surprise the Americans. 


Article 4, A Filipino should go alone in order 
to kill an American sentinel, and to do so he should 
dress as a woman 

Article 5. Bolos should be used in slashing at 
the Americans 

Article 6. Americans passing by should be 
killed by dropping “red-hot iron, heavy furniture, as 
well as boiling water,” etc. from the roof tops. 

Article 7. Every Filipino should be on the alert 
to give aid in any attack against the Americans. 

Article 8. The chiefs in the suburbs should see 
to it that the Sandatahans (bolomen) are prepared 
to attack the enemy ferociously and to surround him, 

Article 9. Same as Article 6, but includes tal 
low, molasses, and other liquids. 

Article 10, If there are no bolos or daggers, 
the Sandatahans should arm themselves with bows 
and arrows to kill the enemy. 
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Article 11. If the above instructions are fol- 
lowed, the enemy would not be able to use firearms 
“because of the confusion in the ranks.” 

Article 12. If victorious, as expected, the chiefs 
should see to it that consulates, banks, commercial 
houses, including those owned by the Spaniards, are 
respected. Prisoners should be treated well and the 
persons and properties of the foreigners, including 
the Chinese, should be respected. 


It is pretty clear that although Aguinaldo wanted 
peace, he nevertheless believed that the Filipinos 
should be prepared for any eventuality, Otis, too, 
while agreeing to a pourparler, knew that sooner or 
later an armed conflict with the Filipinos was inevi- 
table and so made his own secret preparations for 
war. 


On January 9, having agreed to confer with the 
Filipino commission, Otis issued his Special Order 
No. 9 appointing Brig-Gen. R. P. Hughes, Col. James 
P. Smith, and Lt. Col. Е. Н. Crowder as members of 
the American Commission to meet with the Aguinaldo 
Commission in order to confer with its members 
“with regard to the situation of affairs and to arrive 
ûl а mutual understanding of the intent, purposes, 
aim, and desires of the Filipino people and the people 
of the United States, that peace and harmonious rela- 
tions between these respective peoples may be con- 
tinued.’ 


The first conference between the two commis- 
sions was held at 7:30 in the evening of January 9 
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and continued on the 14th, 17th, 22nd, 26th, and the 
29th." In the initial conference, the American panel 
made it clear that such a meeting was not to be con- 
strued as a recognition of the Malolos Government and 
that the propositions to be laid down by the Filipino 
panel were not to be understood as valid in so far 
as the Americans were concerned. The Filipino com- 
missioners were then asked if they did not consider 
the existing Filipino-American relations strained. 

“They are,” responded the Filipino panel. “And 
this is due to the grievances the Filipinos had against 
the Americans since the capitulation of Manila, griev- 
ances which are all the more felt since the slight came 
from an ally: (1) The failure to take into considera- 
tion the cooperation of the revolutionary army in the 
capitulation of Manila, when its decisive and vigorous 
action during the siege led to the weakening of the 
Spanish defenses of the city, and (2) The fact that 
the army of occupation possessed itself of more ter- 
ritory than that comprised in the zone of Manila and 
its suburbs.” 

“These grievances,” the Filipino panel continued, 
“would not have been advanced had it not been for 
the last proclamation of General Otis, the latest news 
from Washington, and the attempt made by the Amer- 
ican forces to take possession of the city of Manila, 
which was actually in the possession of the Revolu- 
tionary Government. The Malolos Government would 
have suffered all these slights in silence but for the 
American attempt against the independence and integ- 
rity of the Filipino Government.” 
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“May we know, then,” asked the American panel, 
“the purposes, aspirations, aims and desires of the 
people of the Archipelago.” 


“In our opinion,” came the answer from the Fili- 
pino Commission, “ће aspirations, purposes and de- 
sires of the Philippine people may be summed up in 
two words: ABSOLUTE INDEPENDENCE. The Filipinos 
will be satisfied with nothing less than an unquali- 
fied recognition of their flag and of their Govern- 
ment. Whatever friction may have developed between 
the Filipinos and the Americans resulted from the 
fear that the Philippines might be subjected to a 
domination similar to that exercised by Spain.” 


“But we could not, nor had we any power cr 
authority to recognize any government or jurisdiction 
over the Philippine Islands other than that claimed 
and exercised by the United States, and the sovereign- 
ty heretofore exercised by the Kingdom of Spain hav- 
ing been the result of the war with the United States, 
no other sovereignty could be recognized or sovereign- 
ty acknowledged except that of the victor.” 


‘The night was deepening and the American panel 
tried to extract information from the Filipino Com- 
mission regarding the constitution, the Congress, and 
other extraneous matters that were not within the 
purposes of the conference. The Filipino panel took 
the bait and wasted precious time edifying their coun- 
terparts about the municipal elections, the Malolos 
Constitution, the appointments of executive and judi- 
cial officers, etc. 


440 THE CRISIS OF THE REPUBLIC 


“Would it be possible,” inquired the American 
Commission, “for the Philippine people to maintain 
a stable government and insure the security of their 
independence without a navy and with no consider- 
able munitions of war?” 


“The stability of the government and the inde- 
pendence of the Philippine Islands would be main- 
tained with exterior aid, at least in the beginning.” 


“But,” the Americans pointed out, “you main- 
tained that it is the desire of the Filipinos to have 
absolute independence, Should absolute independence 
be construed as signifying the wish that the United 
States withdraw from the Archipelago?” 


“No, not at all,” commented the Philippine pa- 
nel. “It is not the meaning intended when we used 
absolute independence; it is not the desire of the Fil- 
ipinos to have the United States leave the Islands. 
It is their wish to have their independence recognized 
by the United States. In other words, that the United 
States should establish a protectorate over the Phil- 
ippine Islands.” 


“Do you have any information as to the terms 
and conditions desired by the Filipinos for a protec: 
torate? Or do you have any plan under which the 
protectorate should be established?” 


“That point,” explained the Filipino panel, “is 
not covered by our instructions. We have no authority 
to make suggestions on the points indicated. We 
have to consult with our government.” 
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In the second conference of January 14, the Fil- 
ipino panel submitted a memorandum to the Ameri- 
can Commissioners. It read: 


The undersigned, Commissioners of the Com- 
manderin-Chief of the Revolutionary Army of these 
Islands, Honorable Emilio Aguinaldo, hereby state 
to the Commissioners of H. E. General Com- 
manding the American forces of occupation in this 
city, that the aspiration of the Philippine people is 
independence with the restrictions resulting from 
the conditions which its government may agree with 
the Americans when the latter officially agree to 
recognize the former. 


After listening to the reading of the memoran- 
dum, General Hughes asked: "What is meant by re- 
strictions in this document? Ts it the intent of the 
document to indicate the wish of the Filipinos to 
have a protectorate established by the United States? 
And should the document be construed as indicating 
that the recognition of independence and the decla 
ration of a protectorate be simultaneous acts? p 


“The term restrictions in the memorandum," 
explained the Filipino Commission, “signifies the li- 
mitations to be placed on independence and is under- 
stood in the document to mean that the recognition 
of independence and the declaration of a protectorate 
are not to be simultaneous acts, but that the inde- 
pendence and Government of Malolos must be first 
recognized before any negotiations can take place re- 
garding the establishment of a protectorate. It is the 
intention of the Filipinos to request the United States 
to establish a protectorate over the Philippine Islands 
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after their independence and their Government have 
been recognized. This is so not because the Filipinos 
lack the capacity to govern themselves, but because 
they do not have the ability to maintain their inde- 
pendence.” 


The American panel then inquired: “Under your 
suggestion of independence first and protectorate 
later, have you taken into consideration the existing 
conditions and the time that must necessarily elapse 
between recognition of independence and the declara- 
tion of a protectorate?” 


“The principle of American protection has already 
been recognized,” the Filipino Commision explained. 
Ме believe that the recognition of independence can 
be made and at the same time a protectorate formally 
declared, subject to conditions to be fixed later,” 


Lieutenant-Colonel Crowder then asked: “In 
your judgment, do you think that recognition of im- 
dependence would carry with it the right to make 
treaties, declare war and enter into relations with 
foreign nations without the consent of the Govern- 
ment of the United States or consultation with it as 
a protecting power?” 


“We have no authority to explain on the 
asked,” explained the Filipino Баа т 
questionably, however, matters of this kind can be 
subsequently adjusted. If the Filipinos were to ini- 
tate acts of such importance without consulting the 
United States, they ought to absolve the United States 
from further interference in their behalf.” 
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The Philippine panel then asked the American 
Commissioners that some agreement be made to main- 
tain the status quo and to establish a modus vivendi 
so that all dangers of conflict might be avoided. The 
American panel refused to entertain the suggestion, 
for in their opinion its acceptance assumed that there 
was a state of hostilities between the Filipinos and 
the Americans. 


“The declaration of American sovereignty over 
the Philippine Islands,” explained the Filipino Com- 
misisoners, “has aroused the suspicion of the people 
that they would be placed in the same position occu- 
pied by them under Spain.” 


“The United States,” said the American panel, 
ап offer no guarantee for the future conduct to an 
oppressed people except that afforded by its liberal 
Constitution, its history, its traditions, and its con- 
duct in the past. As to the declaration of its sover- 
eignty over the Philippine Islands, that is not debat- 
able, That sovereignty formerly resided in Spain, and, 
having been terminated as a result of a war with the 
United States, it is now vested in the hands of the 
successful power.” 


In the third meeting of January 17, the Атегі- 
сап commissioners again asked the Philippine panel 
about the desires, aspirations and aims of the Filipi- 
nos and the conditions which should govern the pro- 
tectorate, Again, the answer was the same: independ- 
Жосе under an American protectorate. 
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“Is it to be understood,” inquired the American 
panel, “that the Filipinos want an American protec- 
torate but reserve to themselves the right 10 propose 
the terms which are to control it 


“The terms”, explained the Filipino Commission- 
ers, “shall be the result of a convention and agree- 
ment between the Congress of the United States and 
the Congress of the Philippines after the independ- 


ence has been recognized by the American Govern- 
ment.” 


The discussion was going nowhere, what with the 
Americans trying to delay the negotiations and the 
Filipinos not knowing what to say in so far as prow 
tectorate was concerned. Obviously, they did not 
realize the gravity of their responsibility in dealing 
with а commission that was well briefed on the sub- 
ject. With some exasperation, the American Commis- 
sion inquired if it was the idea of the Filipinos to 
wholly and independently manage the foreign rela- 
tions of the Philippines and to permit American inter- 


ference only to protect them when they got into trou- 
ble with other powers. 


“From what I gather from General Aguinaldo's 
attitude,” explained Colonel Arguelles, “it seems that 
the Filipinos will accept no other protectorate except 
that of the United States as a matter of convenience 
and gratitude. Because of their weakness, they will 
be in perfect accord with the United States in foreign 
relations and will never enter into any alliance inimi- 
cal to the United States.” 
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“Tt seems to me,” added Ambrosio Flores, “that 
the protecting owner should have a controlling voice 
in all foreign relations, but the management of the 
internal affairs of the country ought to be left to the 
Filipinos. The United States, as the protecting power. 
should be compensated for her protection of the Phil- 
їррїпез.” 

“I agree with you,” said Florentino Torres, “that 
interior management might cause serious difficulties 
with foreign powers. In my opinion, the protector 
should be allowed at least great moral interference. 
Тһе Filipinos, understanding as they do the need for 
protection, will do anything required by the United 
States provided they are not inimical to their rights 
and interests.” 


‘The Philippine Commission then made their com- 
plaint that the Americans had conducted search for 
arms in many houses of Filipinos in Manila and that 
such search had aggrieved the residents. б General 

es explained that Manila was under military ос- 
К: Я that the Americans had the right to 
search for contraband of war and to seize it wher- 
ever found. The Filipino Commissioners then pleaded 
that “по more reinforcements be requested and sent 
to the Islands; that the steamer Abbey and other ves- 
sels seized by the Navy be returned to General Agui- 
naldo, that permission be granted to merchant vessels 
to fly the Philippine flag under the American guaran- 
tee in order to avoid prejudicing the country and its 
trade, and that no further acts of sovereignty be exer- 
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cised in the Archipelago, as a token of friendship be- 
tween the two people 


“The return of the seized vessels and the flying 
the Philippine flag,” answered the American Com- 
mission, “аге matters exclusively belonging to the 
Navy. Nevertheless, we will inform General Otis of 
your proposition. As to the sending of American 
troops to the Philippines, its primary purpose is to 
relieve the Volunteers with Regulars. A strong force 
of trained troops must of necessity be maintained in 
ble time in order to pre- 
vent their unlawful occupation and keep the peace. 
It would be the height of folly to await the commis- 
sion of actual unlawful aggressions and then send for 
troops across 8,000 miles to resist them when the 
mere presence in the Archipelago of an adequate mili- 
tary force is the best security against even the ini 


the Islands for a consider 


tion of any policy of interference.” 


At the same time, the American Commissioners 
pointed out that the sovereignty of Spain had been 
superseded by that of the United States. 


“But the cession of explained the 
Filipino panel, “was made on a basis which did not 
exist inasmuch as the ceding power did not exercise 
sovereignty at the time of the session, and a de facto 
sovereignty over nearly the whole of the ceded territo- 
ry is exercised by the Filipinos.” 


sovereignty,” 


“Sovereignty over the Islands,’ 
ican Commis 


refuted the Ame: 
ion, “was originally vested in Spa 


Facsimile of payroll showing Apolinario Mab 
the Counell of Ministers. 
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That sovereignty had passed to the United States as 
a result of war. The Filipinos, never having been re- 
cognized as belligerents or an independent people, 
can hardly be said to have divested themselves of the 
character of subjects. Sovereignty is a mere abstract 
right of a state to exercise jurisdiction over all mat- 
ters arising within its territorial limits and to enter 
into relations with other states and it can hardly be 
said to exist in the absence of Government which is 
the means through which jurisdiction must be exer- 
cised and sovereignty manifested. While there may 
be a suspension of the exercise of the rights of sov- 
ereignty, there can be no interregnum in sovereignty, 
and once established over certain territorial limits 
it must thereafter reside in some recognized sovereign 
power.” 

“But sovereignty,” replied the Filipino Commis- 
sion, “is inalienable and issues directly from the peo- 
ple. At the historical moment of the cession of the 
Archipelago, the Filipinos, tired of so much injustice, 
had decidedly expressed their will of exercising, as 
they actually exercise their own sovereignty and 
destroyed by force of arms the controlling power and 
established a government by means of which they 
announced to the world the exercise of their full 
jurisdiction. Therefore, the right of the Filipinos to 
һе respected is indisputable, although the government 
they have established for the maintenance of the so- 
cial order has not been officially recognized. Peoples 
issuing from a colony to be afterwards constituted 
into a nation by their own will, without the help of 
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other peoples, have found themselves in the same sit- 
uation.” 


The fourth conference was held on January 22 
and the Filipino Commission immediately announced 
that it was authorized to say that if the United States 
would recognize the Malolos Government and Philip- 
pine independence and a protectorate declared under 
conditions thereafter to be agreed upon, General 
Aguinaldo would procure a declaration from the Ma- 
lolos Congress that the United States would be recog 
nized as the protector of the Philippines and that no 
other nation would be taken as protector. The Amer- 
ican Commission, biding for time, declared that be- 
fore formally declaring the protectorate the United 
States wanted to have some idea of the most salient 
features of the protectorate desired. The discussion 
wandered off and the conference adjourned without 
accomplishing anything. The fifth conference, on 
January 26, dealt mainly with Filipino resentment 
against some actuations of the American soldiers 
which were not conducive to harmonious re- 
lations. Florentino Torres advanced the argument 
that the misunderstandings between the two peoples 
had been occasioned by differences in language. At 
the same time, he announced that the Filipinos had 
already adopted a Constitution and proclaimed a 
Republic. 


“We cannot,” explained the American Commis- 
sioners, “we cannot recognize the adoption of any 
constitution or any government claimed to have been 
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proclaimed by the Filipinos.” Nevertheiess, the Amer- 
icans wanted a copy of the constitution for their in- 
formation. The last conference was held on January 
29, with the Philippine panel furnishing the American 
Commission with a copy of the Malolos Constitution. 
There was nothing more to be discussed. The Malolos 
Government was growing impatient over the delay in 
the negotiations. The Filipino civil and military of- 
ficials became suspicious of what they termed dilato- 
ry tactics of the American panel. It was observed 
that a commission (the Schurman Commission) was 
being sent to the Philippines and that the American 
volunteers were being kept instead of being sent back 
to the United States. Putting two and two together, 
the Filipino officials surmised that the American au- 
thorities were merely playing for time in order to 
entrench themselves in the Philippines and so enslave 
the Filipinos.” Otis, of course, denied such allegation, 
but General Hughes, the chairman of the American 
panel, admitted before the American Senate in 1902 
that" 

We were very sorry, at least T was, to have the 
conferences stopped, because I was trying to prolong 
them until General Lawton's ship could get there 
(in Manila) with four battalions, which we needed 
very much. But we could not stretch it out any 
longer. The papers had begun to attack us, and 
stated absolutely in words that we were doing no- 
thing but trying to gain time... 


Another meeting was scheduled for January 31, but 
owing to the hostility of the Filipinos it was not held. 
Otis desperately pleaded with Florentino Torres, а 
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known sympathizer of the Americans, to exert his 
efforts in influencing the Malolos Government to stop 
the demonstrations of hostility to the United States.” 
Torres, however, was not an influential member of 
the Malolos Government and could not do anything to 
assuage the wounded feelings of the Filipinos. 


TENSION BETWEEN THE FILIPINOS AND THE AMERICANS 
increased and only a slight incident was needed to 
break the relations completely. The Americans 
charged the Filipino soldiers with entering deep into 
American territory and with other alleged misdeeds 
calculated to break their relations.” On February 1, a 
detachment of American engineers was arrested by 
the Filipino troops and sent to Malolos. The follow- 
ing day, Otis filed a protest with Aguinaldo.” The lat- 
ter replied that the five Americans belonging to the 
Corps of Engineers were merely detained and that 
they had already been released. They were arrested, 
according to Aguinaldo, because they were well with- 
in the Filipino lines on Solis Street, Tondo, and that 
the arrest was made in accordance with the decree 
of October 20, 1898 prohibiting foreigners from ap- 
proaching the Filipino defensive works.” 


Misunderstanding continued. On Febi 
5 ruary 2, 
General Arthur MacArthur protested the presence of 
Colonel Luciano San Miguel’s soldiers within his terri- 
tory. He wrote:" 
Sir: The line between my command and your 


command has been long established, is 
understood улуна ani myself. a 
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It is quite necessary under present conditions 
that this line should not be passed by armed men 
of either command. 

‘An armed party from your command now oc 
cupies the village in front of blockhouse No. 7, at a 
point considerably more than a hundred yards on 
my side of the line, and is very active in exhibiting 
hostile intentions. This party must be withdrawn 
to your side of the line at once. 


From this date, if the line is crossed by your 
men with arms in their hands they must be regarded 
as subject to such action as I may deem necessary. 
Colonel San Miguel wanted to avoid any conflict 
with the Americans and immediately wrote MacAr- 
thur: :* 


My very dear Sir: In reply to yours, dated this 

day, in which you inform me that my soldiers have 

been passing the line of demarcation fixed by agree- 

ment, T desire to say that this is foreign to my wishes, 

and 1 shall give immediate orders in the premises 

that they retire. 

San Miguel promptly wrote an order, in the pre- 
sence of Major Strong, directing his officers at the out- 
post to withdraw from the American side of the line 
În question. Strong himself delivered the order to 
the Filipino officers in the outpost. The following day, 
February 3, the Filipino troops inside MacArthur's 
territory withdrew." The tension seemed to have been 

elaxed. The following night, February 4, a patrol of 
the Nebraska Regiment was detailed to the village of 
Santol, near ће Balsahan (San Juan) Bridge. Tt was 
instructed not to allow Filipino soldiers to enter the 
village or its vicinity. All armed persons coming from 
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the Filipino lines were to be ordered back and arrested 
if they refused. Only upon failure to arrest them 
should they be shot. At about eight o'clock in the 
evening, Private Willie W. Grayson with two other 
members of the Patrol advanced beyond the village 
to ascertain whether there were Filipino soldiers in 
the vicinity. Suddenly four armed men appeared 
before Grayson. 


1 yelled the man moved, I challenged 
with another “halt”. Then he immediately shouted 
“Halto” to me, Well I thought the best thing to do 
Was to shoot him. He dropped, Then two Filipinos 
sprang out of the gateway tout босан est о 
Т called “Halt” and Miller fired and dropped one. 
1 saw that another was left. Well I think I got my 
second Filipino that time. We retreated to where our 
six other fellows were and I said, “Line up fellows; 
the enemy are in here all through these yards.” We 
then retreated to the pipe line and got behind the 


water work main and stayed there all night. It was 
some minutes after our second shots before Filipinos 
began firing. 


The following day, General MacArthur issued his 
order to advance against the Filipino troops. No at 
tempt was made to find out the cause of the shooting 
and to “see whether the former passive condition 
could be maintained." 


The rift had widened into an armed conflict. 
The Filivino-American hostilities had begun. 


Twelve: 
RIFLES AND BOLOS 


Şj нБ UNEXPECTED AND ALMOST SIMULTANEOUS 
American firing that started at the Balsahan 
Bridge between Sta. Mesa and San Juan and 
immediately spread to Sta. Mesa and Рагайадие 
caught the Filipinos by surprise. No Filipino senior of- 
ficer was present at the scene of the hostilities. Gen- 
eral Ricarte, Chief of Operations of the Second Zone 
around Manila, and Colonel Luciano San Miguel, com- 
mander of the Third Zone of Manila which included 
the area where the hostilities began, were in Malolos 
conferring with General Aguinaldo. The Filipino troops 
in the Third Zone were temporarily in the hands of 
Captain Fernando Grey who, at 9:53 P.M. of February 
4, wired Malolos: “At nine sharp tonight, American 
wamp started hostilities. Our forces answered enemy 
fire. All in their posts without fear. Await orders." 


453 
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Aguinaldo could not do anything at the moment, 
but early the following day he sent an emissary to 
General Otis “to convey the message that the firing 
on our side the night before had been against my or- 
ders” and that he wanted to stop further hostilities. 
Otis, taking advantage of the situation and sensing 
the inevitability of Filipino collapse, haughtily an- 
swered that the “fighting, having begun, must go on 
to the grim end."* On the same day, having failed to 
persuade Otis to stop the hostilities, Aguinaldo dis- 
patched a telegram to all local chiefs declaring that 
war had commenced between the Filipinos and the 
Americans and ordering them to prepare the people 
for their defense by organizing a corps of vigilantes, 
by seeing to it that telegraph lines remained intact 
and well guarded, and by ordering all local chiefs to 
place themselves at the disposal of the generals and 
the military chiefs of their respective provinces’ On 
February 7, Felipe Buencamino asked Secretary of War 
Baldomero Aguinaldo for information, first, whether 
he gave orders to the generals and other officers sur- 
rounding Manila to start hostilities against the Amer 
icans, and second, from what side the aggression came“ 
Buencamino was informed the following day that the 
Secretary of War never ordered any attack against the 
Americans, but on the contrary had ordered the offi- 
cers to maintain friendly relations with the Americans, 
As proof of this good intention, the Secretary of War 
averred that General Ricarte and Colonel San Miguel 
were summoned by General Aguinaldo to Malolos to 
confer with them on matters relating to the service 


«amped at Pineda (Pasay) on Februa 
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and that owing to lack of transportation facilities it 
was not until the following morning, Sunday, February 
5, that the two officers were able to return to Manila. 
It was to be noted, the Secretary of War pointed out, 
that General Antonio Luna, the Director of War, had 
in the afternoon of February 4 asked permission to 
visit his family at San Fernando, Pampanga, and that 
General Noriel, who was in command of the First Zone 
around Pasay and Parafiaque, was in the latter place 
making preparations for his wedding. For these rea- 
sons, the Secretary believed that the Americans fired 
the first shots without any sufficient motive and in 
û treacherous manner." 


To clear up the matter regarding the rupture of 
hostilities, Aguinaldo, on February 7, created a Com- 
mission of Investigation, It was to report to him the 
findings regarding the incident that triggered the hos- 
Yilities. Mariano Trias conducted the investigation at 
San Francisco de Malabon, Cavite. The testimonies of 
the witnesses may be summarized as follows: 


I. Testimony of General Mariano Noriel, taken 
wt San Francisco de Malabon, March 6, 1899: 


Noricl testified that he was the general and chief 
of operations of Manila; that his forces were en- 
y 4, 1899; that 
М forces were attacked by the American forces sta- 
tioned at Singalong; that he abandoned Pasay because 


iis forces were bombarded by the American warships 
the Baltimore and the Monitor. 
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Asked whether he received orders from his su- 
periors regarding the steps to be taken in order to 
avoid a clash with the American forces, Noriel declared 
that he did provide measures to avoid misunderstand- 
ing with the Americans. At 9:00 Р.М., February 4, 
when rifle shots were heard from the direction of San 
Juan del Monte, he telegraphed General Ricarte, whose 
forces were encamped at Sta. Ana, asking him what 
the shots were all about. Ricarte’s aide, Major Ziál- 
cita, answered that to all appearances the Americans 
had already opened hostilities against the Filipinos at 
a place known as Tulay ng Balsahan (Balsahan Bridge), 
in San Juan del Monte. Since there was no order from 
his superiors, Noriel did not do anything until six 
o'clock the following morning, Sunday, February 
when the Americans fired upon his troops. He ordered 
his men to return the fire. At the same time, the 
Baltimore and the Monitor blazed away at his positions. 
The ships were then in Manila Bay fronting Pineda 
(Pasay). Caught between two fires, Noriel ordered the 
evacuation of Pasay at 5:00 P.M. of the same day. ___ 


Asked where the first shot that opened the hostil- 
ities had come from, Noriel answered that in so far 
as his zone was concerned the Americans were the 
aggressors, as already explained in the preceding testi- 
mony. м 


П. Ricarte’s testimony, taken at San Franci 
de Malabon, March 5, 1899: 


Asked what he knew of the rupture of the Filipis 
American hostilities on the night of February 4, 1! 
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Ricarte answered that in the morning of Saturday, 
February 4, he was summoned by President Aguinaldo 
to confer with him on matters affecting the military 
service. He was accompanied by Colonel Luciano San 
Miguel. They left by train at 9:00 AM. Arriving at 
Malolos, they found Aguinaldo very busy so that they 
failed to confer with him that morning. The confer- 
ence with Aguinaldo was held in the afternoon. He 
and San Miguel missed the last train for Manila, so 
they remained in Malolos and stayed at the house of 
Tomás Guison. At 10:00 o'clock that night, he received 
4 report from the Secretary of War saying that the 
Americans had opened hostilities against the Filipino 
the same time, Ricarte received a 
Fernando Grey also announcing 
the rupture of hostilities. In view of this, Ricarte 
and San Miguel, upon the orders of the Secretary of 
War, prepared to leave at once for Manila. No instruc- 
tions, however, were given on how to impede or stop 
the hostil: From Malolos, Ricarte and San Miguel 
took а special train early in the morning of February 
$, At Kalookan, they found the town readying for 
combat, They proceeded to Novaliches and Mariquina 
on their way to their respective zones. At Mariquina, 
they met some of the elements of San Miguel's forces 
and concluded that the Americans must have attacked 
the latter's troops. San Miguel remained at Mariquina 
© 'e back the enemy, while Ricarte proceeded to 
‘Sta. Ana. However, he encountered his troops at San 
Pedro Makati, where they had retreated owing to lack 
of food and ammunition. 
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Asked where the first act of aggression came from, 
Ricarte answered that according to his field officers 
and to General Paciano Rizal, whose troops were еп- 
camped near his zone, the aggression came from the 
Americans whose advanced units were stationed at 
Santol (Sta. Mesa). Ricarte made much of the fact 
that hostilities commenced at almost the same time in 
different zones around Manila and that on the 5th, 6th, 
7th and 8th of February the Filipino troops in Cavite 
were quiet in spite of the fact that they were in con- 
tact with the American troops. On Thursday, February 
9, the Americans in Cavite advanced toward San Roque 
and Caridad, and in the afternoon of the same day 
the American squadron bombarded these places. 


Ill. Major (then Captain) Fernando Grey's 
testimony, taken at San Francisco de Malabon, March 
6, 1899; 


Asked whether he sent the telegram to the Sec 
retary of War on the night of February 4, 1899, which” 
ennounced the beginning of the Filipino-American hos- 
tilities, Grey answered that he did. He amplified his 
statement by saying that the first shot came from the 
American side of the advanced units, then in the bar 
rio of Santol. According to the report of the major 
then detailed at Blockhouse No. 7, a pair of Filipino: 
soldiers walked toward Blockhouse No. 6 to converse 
with the Filipino troops there. The pair observed that 
the American sentinel on the other side of the demar 
cation line had advanced to the Filipino side more than 
was customary. When the two Filipino soldiers came 
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near the American sentinel the latter fired at them. 
The former returned hastily to their posts in order to 
report the incident to their superior officer. Arriving 
at Blockhouse No. 7, they noted that rifle shots were 
being fired in the direction of the Balsahan Bridge, 
shots of the same detonation as the one fired at them. 
Throughout the night, the Americans kept firing. 
Owing to lack of food and ammunition, the Filipino 
troops retreated. 


IV. Colonel Juan Cailles’ testimony, taken at San 
Francisco de Malabon, March 7, 1899: 


Cailles was vice-chief of the Second Zone. He knew 
of the rupture of hostilities because he heard rifle shots 
coming from the direction of the Third Zone and a 
little later from the direction of the Second Zone. He 
received no order from his Chief, General Mariano 
Noriel, to attack the American forces but on the con- 
trary was ordered that in case of a clash between the 
opposing forces steps should be taken to avert it and 
to punish those responsible for the clash. However, 
Noriel had also ordered that if the Filipinos were at- 
tacked, they were to defend themselves and to drive 
off the enemy. In consequence thereof, the witness 
and his men remained peaceful throughout Saturday 
night, February 4, until 6:00 A.M. of Sunday, February 
5, when the Americans at Singalong and Fort San An- 
tonio Abad approached their lines and at а distance 
‘of fifty yards fired upon them. In view of this, the 
witness had no alternative but to defend his line. But 
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the bombardment of the Baltimore and the Monitor was abrupt and the Filipinos were taken by surprise 
forced them to retreat. showed that the American attack was premeditated.’ 
On March 15, Mariano Trias, chairman of the Com- 


issi igati dered 8 WHEN FIRING STARTED ON THE NIGHT OF FEBRUARY 
Eira ps piret PER re 4, the American forces were divided into two: the 
of Generals Ricarte and Noriel and that of Captain north army, under the command of General Arthur 
Grey. Significantly, the Commission pointed out that MacArthur, which was in a semi-circular position, with 
on Thursday and Friday, February 2 and 3, 1899, the the left flank resting on Manila Bay and the right 


flank in the vicinity of San Juan River and Sta. Mesa, 
and the south army, under the command of General 
Thomas Anderson, which covered the area from Pan- 
dacan to Malate. The Filipino troops, on the other 
hand, were deployed some distance away from the 
Americans: in the north, their lines stretched from 
the San Juan waterworks to La Loma passing through 
the Chinese Cemetery; in the south, they occupied a 
line stretching from Pasay to Sta. Ana near Pandacan 


Filipinos employed in different capacities in the Amer- 
ican ships were dismissed from the service. Another 
important point made by the Commission was that the 
Filipino troops in San Roque, Cavite, despite their рго- 
pinquity to the American forces, were peaceful and 
even allowed the Americans to purchase their supplies 
in the public market without being molested. Then 
again, the armed forces of the United States, in order 
to muddle the issue of who the aggressor was and in 


order to surprise and confuse the Filipino troops Soon after the first shots were fired, the Filipino 
guarding the environs of Manila, did not make public troops opposite the Nebraska Regiment near Sta, Mesa 
the strengthening of their forces at Sta. Ana, obviously attacked the latter with such ferocity that Colonel 
in order not to arouse the suspicions of the Filipinos. Stotsenburg was compelled to ask for reinforcements. 
On Saturday morning, February 4, about 200 or 300 ‘The Americans finally beat off the Filipinos, Тһе next 
American soldiers boarded two cascos in Manila and day, however, MacArthur ordered the attack on the 
were towed in the direction of Cavite. Upon arriving blockhouses occupied by the Filipino troops northeast 
here, they did not disembark, but at nightfall they of Manila, and in a brief encounter the latter fled to 
were towed back to the Pasig where they were trans. the hills. The Americans then crossed the stone bridge 
ferred to the gunboat Laguna de Bay. This boat of San Juan, attacked the hill on the opposite bank, 
brought them to Sta. Ana. They were undoubtedly and captured the waterworks. Swinging swiftly to the 
че first reinforcements which, together with the or south along the east bank of the San Juan river, the 
ina 


soldiers encamped there, caused the rupture of Americans captured San Felipe Neri and drove the Fili- 
hostilities. The fact, too, that the rupture of hostilities 


ріпо troops from the area. By now, the Americans 
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had secured a territory stretching from San Juan to 
Sta. Ana." 


At almost the same time, General Anderson at- 
tacked Blockhouse No. 14 in the vicinity of Paco simul- 
taneously with the naval bombardment of Malate and 
Pasay. The Filipinos held their lines for a while but 
slowly retreated as the day progressed, owing to lack 
of ammunition and to the superior fire of the enemy. 
The Americans then simultaneously attacked Pandacan 
and Sta. Ana and forced the defenders to leave their 
entrenched positions in the numerous earthworks.” 
The poorly armed Filipinos retreated to San Pedro 
Makati where they made a last-ditch stand. The Wyo- 
ming Battalion promptly went to the attack, captured 
the church and monastery of Guadalupe and took many 
prisoners. Then the Americans swung toward Pasig 
and Pateros where, after a brief skirmish, the Filipinos 
were driven off." Anderson was satisfied with his mili- 
tary exploits and idled by for the time being. 


Meanwhile, MacArthur now proposed to move fur- 
ther north where the terrain was difficult. The steep 
La Loma hill was defended by well-entrenched Filipi- 
nos. Around the base of the hill were thick bamboo 
clumps which afforded the defenders a natural screen 
from the enemy. Between La Loma hill and Manila 
Bay, the area now comprising Blumentritt Street in 
the east and Isla de Balut in the west, were almost im- 
passable swamps. The attack on La Loma began with 
an artillery drumfire and an infantry attack from the 
west. The excellent position of the Filipino defenders 
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gave them an advantage that was reflected in the Amer- 
ican casualties. Bringing up two more regiments to 
reinforce his army, MacArthur ordered an attack from 
the east and, after suffering heavy casualties, succeeded 
in driving off the Filipinos. The Americans won а 
phyrrhic victory, for aside from heavy casualties the at- 
tacking force had become disorganized and demoral- 
ized. MacArthur called for a halt.” His lines were 
long and thin, and to shorten them for better maneu- 
ver and battle formation he asked Otis’ permission to 
swing his left flank toward Kalookan. This would 
have had the effect of “giving him a continuous and 
direct line on good ground from that town” to San 
Juan and of securing an important link in the railway, 
for Kalookan had a railroad maintenance plant. On 
February 10, the naval guns and MacArthur's artillery 
bombarded Kalookan. General Antonio Luna, with 
4,000 poorly armed men, fought back but was forced 
Хо retreat toward Polo owing to the superior fire of 
the enemy." The rolling stock of Kalookan, consisting 
of five dismantled engines, fifty passenger coaches, and 
more than a hundred freight and flat cars, was сар- 
tured. This was vital, for the Americans were able to 
repair the machinery and to use it for further advance 
to the north.* 


The successive victories of the Americans in the 
north and in the south of Manila changed the spirit and 
demeanor of the city populace. The educated and busi- 
ness classes, Filipinos and aliens alike, hoped that the 
conflict would soon end, while the Filipinos of the lower 
‘lasses were sullen in the face of the reverses suffered 
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by their countrymen in the field. The Chinese, on the 
other hand, appeared jubilant over the defeat of the 
Filipinos for they had suffered in the latter's hands 
such humiliation as only the patient Celestials could 
endure. Moreover, they saw in the Filipino defeat an 
opportunity “for looting the country from which the 
insurgent forces had been driven.™ They had followed 
the advancing American army and “secured many 
minor articles of property....’"" The Americans took 
advantage of the Chinese sympathy for them and em- 
ployed them “extensively to perform a good deal of 
work connected with supplying the troops at the 
front... .”" 


Otis wanted to establish normal conditions in the 
city, particularly in the supply of foodstuffs, for traf 
fic in the necessities of life had been closed since Jan- 
uary. Having driven the Filipino troops to the hills 
and feeling Manila to be secure from enemy attacks, 
Otis, on February 8, issued an order allowing the re 
sumption of trade along the Pasig and Laguna de Bay. 
The Filipino troops, who had been making themselves 
scarce, now came out of their hiding places and seized 
the towns of Pasig, Tagig and Guadalupe. They thus 
came within rifle shot of General Anderson’s left flank 
bivouacked at San Pedro Makati. Filipinos everywhere 
were heartened by the new developments, and units 
of Filipino troops were massed in front of MacArthur's 
troops near the Manila-Dagupan railway. The Ameri- 
can position had returned to where it started during 
the battle of Manila, and Otis was forced to order a 
temporary lull in the fighting pending the arrival of 
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reinforcements from the United States. In the mean- 
time, the Filipinos got the opportunity to re-form their 
lines and to entrench themselves securely in positions 
opposite those of MacArthur's battalions. 


General Luna was in command of this massive 
force, and to whip the passion of his men and that of 
the civilians he issued an order instructing the Filipi- 
nos how to liquidate the enemy. His order, dated at 
Malolos, February 7, 1899, read 


To the field officers of the territorial mil 


By virtue of the barbarous attack made upon 
our army on the 4th day of February without this 
being preceded by any strain of relations whatsoever 
between the two armies, it is necessary for the Fili- 
pinos to show that they know how to avenge them- 
selves of treachery and deceit of those who, working 
upon their friendship, now seek to enslave us, 


a order to carry out the complete destruction 
of tl accursed army of drunkards and thieves, it 
is indispensable that we all work in unison, and that 
orders issued from this war office be faithfully car- 
ried out. 


As soon as you receive this circular, measures 
will be taken for strict compliance with the following 
orders: 


(1) Such measures will be taken that at 8 o'clock 
at night the members of the territorial militia under 
your orders will be ready to go into the street with 
their arms and ammunition to occupy San Pedro 
street and such cross streets as open into it. 


(2) The defenders of the Philippines under your 
orders will attack the Zorilla barracks and the Bili- 
bid guard, and liberate all the prisoners, arming them 
În the most practical manner in order that they may 
aid their brethren and work out our revenge... 
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(3) The servants of the houses occupied by the 
Americans and Spaniards shall burn the buildings in 
which their masters live in such a manner that the 
conflagration shall be simultaneous in all parts of 
the city. *** 


(4) The lives of Filipinos only shall be respected, 
and they shall not be molested, with the exception 
of those who have been pointed out as traitors. * * * 


(5) The sharpshooters of Tondo and Santa Ana 
shall be first to open fire and those on the outside 
of Manila lines shall second their attack, and thus 
the American forces will find themselves between two 
fires. The militia of Trozo, Binondo, Kiyapo, and 
Sampaloc shall follow up the attack. АЙ must go into 
the streets and perform their duties. 


The Spanish militia enlisted as volunteers in our 
army shall go out at 3 o'clock in the morning and 
attack Fort Santiago. 


Brethren, the country is in danger and we must 
rise to save it, Europe sees that we are feeble, but 
we will demonstrate that we know how to die as 
should be done, shedding our blood for the salvation 
of our outraged country. Death to the tyrant, War 
without quarter to the false Americans who wish to 
enslave us. Independence or death, 


The American military authorities immediately or 
dered precautionary measures taken to prevent any 
outbreak of trouble and, more important, to prevent 
the destruction of property by fire. On February 22, 
armed Filipinos entered Tondo by way of the esteros. 
In the evening, important houses and buildings in the 
thickly populated district of Binondo were simultane- 
ously set on fire. The blaze brought the American fire 
department to the scene, but their water hose was re- 
peatedly cut by irregular Filipino troops. At almost 
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the same time, fire began to break out іп Sta. Cruz, 
It spread rapidly to the nipa section of the district, 
and the rest of the fire department rushed to the scene 
of conflagration. It was with extreme difficulty that 
the fire department succeeded in putting out the raging 
flame. The American volunteers who helped put out 
the blaze in Sta. Cruz now rushed to Binondo and 
Tondo. Here they met the Filipino forces under Colo- 
nel Francisco Roman. Under cover of thick smoke, 
Roman's forces withdrew to the north.” The practice of 
making an evacuated territory a wasteland in order 
to prevent the Americans from making use of it 
wrought much destruction not only in Sta. Cruz, Bi- 
nondo, and Tondo, but also in Kalookan, Sta. Ana, Paco 
and “in a score of other cities and towns, resulting in 
the destruction of the homes of probably 20,000 
families. . ..’™ 


While the Filipinos in the north were slowly being 
driven away from Manila, the American commanders 
now turned their attention to the south where, it was 
reported, the Filipinos had entrenched themselves 
again. Communications betwen the Filipino troops 
in the northern and the southern sectors were main- 
tained along the Pasig and the Mariquina Rivers. Dis- 
ruption of this line of communication through the sei- 
zure or control of the two rivers would result in the 
severance of contact between the two sectors. At the 
confluence of the Pasig and the Mariquina was the 
Tagig River, which was parallel to the Pasig River. Along 
the Tagig River were the towns of Pateros and Tagig, 
and about three miles east of Pasig were the towns of 
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Taytay and Cainta. The Filipinos had entrenched them- was rumored to be the center of Filipino opposition 
selves in this area but control of the rivers Would give in the area. Early in April, Otis instructed Lawton 
the Americans control of much of Morong (Rizal) 
province.” To destroy or capture the enemy force at Santa 
vae tie d of General Lloyd Whi ера a A eee eE Brite Ear 
command о! eneral loyi Vheaton, У сор i > д 
the American troops, aided Ьу the gunboat Laguna de EREE OE ii pera ege 
Bay, moved up the Pasig on March 13, the right flank то be in the hands of Insurgents а that area to ree- 
i i ¢ country to the anta 
Жк коне ER тш along е shore of Laguna de Bay: 1o make a 
Я 4 artillery landing on the west shore of the lake and capture 
shelled Guadalupe preparatory to an enveloping move- the tewn of Calamba, 
ment. With Guadalupe reduced, Wheaton promptly With 1,509 troops, Lawton, on April 9, crossed the 
marched against Pasig, a distance of five miles. Near lake in cascos towed by gunboats. Sta. Cruz was cap- 
the junction of the Pasig and the Mariquina Rivers, tured on April 10 and the Filipino defenders armed 
the Filipinos opened fire at the oncoming enemy. with mere bolos were driven several miles into the in- 
Wheaton was caught betwen two fires, one coming from terior.” The following day, the Americans advanced 
Pasig and the other from Pateros. Stopped in his toward Pagsanjan, and after a short skirmish succeeded 
tracks, he ordered his men to bivouack for the night, in occupying the town at 8 o'clock in the morning. On 
The next morning, with the aid of the gunboat Laguna the 12th, Lawton captured Longos and later Paete. Here 
de Bay, he crossed the Tagig River in cascos and drove Lawton bivouacked his weary soldiers. He was not 
the Filipino troops from Pateros. On March 15, the to remain long, however, for Otis ordered him to return 
Americans stormed Pasig; then Cainta and Тауга И posthaste to Manila where he was badly needed.” 
the 19th, Wheaton sent a punitive expedition to the Meanwhile, MacArthur's troops in the north were 
south from Pateros and Tagig, with the result that subjected to periodic attacks which, though not serious, 
some towns were practically burned to the ground. The were nevertheless irritating. With the arrival of fresh 
following day, Wheaton returned triumphantly to Ma- troops from the United States, Otis planned new of- 
ils After ‘gartisoning Pasig, Тай, and РАСЕЯ fensives to end what he termed a “rebellion”, The 


4 Malolos Government, in order to protect the capital 

With Morong now in their hands, Otis decided to from enemy attacks, had constructed strong earthworks 
send an expedition to Laguna. He directed General and entrenchments between Kalookan and Malolos. 
Henry W. Lawton to take Sta. Cruz, Laguna, which General Luna was in command of this sector. Otis 
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planned to take the seat of the Filipino government 
and to destroy Luna's army, He designated MacArthur 
to make the initial moves and for this purpose had his 
division strengthened by the new arrivals. To protect 
the right flank of the division from attack, Lawton's 
brigade was added to MacArthur's division. The plan 
was to approach Malolos from the direction of the Ma- 
nila-Dagupan railroad.” 


An American unit marched north on March 25 and, 
at San Francisco del Monte, encountered strong oppo- 
sition from the Filipino troops. After a skirmish, 
San Franciseco was taken and the enemy moved on to 
Novaliches. Another unit under Wheaton surged for- 
ward and attacked Malinta, Polo, where he suffered 
heavy casualties. Only after a spirited fight did Luna 
order the retreat to Maykawayan where he waited for 
the enemy, Relentlessly, the Americans under General 
Irving Hale moved onward, They waded the Maykawa- 
yan River in an attempt to out-maneuver the defenders, 
but in so doing they suffered heavy casualties, including 
General Hale himself who was wounded. Posted at the 
railway station of Maykawayan was a proclamation of 
General Luna, which read :* 


I, Antonio Luna, general in chief of operations, 
ordain and command from this date forward 


First. The following will be executed by shooting 
without court-martial : 7 


a. Spies and those who give news to the enemy. 


___b. Those who commit robberies and those who 
violate women. 
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Second. All towns which may be abandoned by our 
forces will be burned down. No one deplores war 
more than I do; I detest it, but we have an unalien- 
able right to defend our soil from falling into the 
hands of the new rulers who desire to appropriate 
it, slaughtering our men, women and children, 


For this reason we are in duty bound as Fil- 
ipinos to sacrifice everything for our independence, 
however great may be the sacrifices which the father- 
land requires of us. 

In compliance with Luna's order, the Filipino 
troops put the houses to the torch before fleeing in or- 
der to prevent the enemy from using them. Wheaton’s 
brigade was left in Maykawayan to guard the railway 
line and the line of communications. The two other 
brigades, headed by Generals Irving Hale and Harrison 
Gray Otis, continued their march to the north via the 
ad tracks. Contact with the Filipino troops was 
again made at Marilao on March 27, and after a spi- 
rited attack the Filipinos were forced to retreat under 
heavy fire. In the afternoon of the same day, the Fili- 
s counter-attacked, resulting in fifteen killed and 
y Americans wounded. On the 29th, the Ameri- 
сап army advanced in the direction of Malolos. Во- 
caue was taken at about 10:00 A.M. of the same day, 
and at high noon the enemy entered Bigaa. Here, 
the few Filipino defenders, armed with bolos and some 
rifles, were routed and the Americans, without wasting 
а moment, proceeded to Guiguinto.” On the 30th, the 
American army moved on to Malolos, where a fierce 
battle was expected to take place owing to the political 
significance of the capital. Within two miles of Malo- 
105, MacArthur halted his army and decided to advance 
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the following day. His plan was to soften the opposi- 
tion by a thirty-minute artillery barrage, to be followed 
immediately by an enveloping movement. Colonel Fre- 
derick Funston described the American entry into 
Malolos :” 


We were now less than a mile from the nipa 
houses in the suburbs of Malolos. I was on the rail- 
road track with the division commander (MacArthur), 
when he asked me if I would like to take a few 
men and feel my way into the town. I said I would 
be glad to, and took Lieutenant Ball and about a doz- 
еп men from Company Е, leaving the regiment in 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Little for the time 
being. Moving rapidly over to the left of the regi- 
ment, our little detachment found a narrow road 
leading into the capital, and we went up it on the 
jump, now and then halting for a few seconds to 
peer around the corners. The road soon became a 
Street and here we were joined by the ubiquitous 
Mr. Creelman, quite out of breath from his exertions 
in overtaking us, he having “smelled a rat” when he 
saw us leave. We were fired upon by about а dozen 
men behind a street barricade of stones, gave them a 
couple of volleys, and then rushed them. A minute 
later we were in ће plaza or public square, and ex- 
changed shots with а few men who меге running 
through the streets starting fires. The buildings oc- 
сирей by Aguinaldo as a residence and as offices 
and the Hall of Congress were burning. We gave such 
cheers as a few men could and I sent back word to 
General MacArthur that the town was ours. In a 
few moments troops from all the regiments of the 
brigade, as well as the brigade commander himself, 
joined us. 


The Malolos Government had fled to San Isidro 
on March 29." MacArthur wanted to pursue the fleeing 
enemy and “occupy the line of the large Rio Grande de 
Pampanga.” Otis, however, ordered him to rest and 
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refit at Malolos before proceeding to Pampanga. Fol- 
lowing orders, MacArthur hibernated up to April, while 
the Filipinos harassed his lines and outposts.” The 
rainy season was not far off and the American thrusts 
were becoming ineffective owing to their unfamiliarity 
with the muddy ground and to the Filipino tactic of 
retreat and attack, attack and retreat, At this time, the 
total American strength was 26,003 officers and men, 
of whom 2,739 were either sick or malingering, 5,000 
in Cavite and the Visayas, and 836 non-combatants. 
Many volunteers wanted to return home, and Otis, in 
order to make use of them before their departure, or- 
dered an advance toward Pampanga." To reach Pam- 
panga, the Americans would have to ford the Rio Gran- 
de at Kalumpit. Not knowing Luna's whereabouts, 
Otis sent a column to Nueva Ecija and another to east- 
ern Bulakan. Lawton, branching off to the east, suc- 
ceeded in capturing Angat and San Rafael on May 1st. 
The following day, Bustos and Baliwag fell, and the 
Filipino defenders fled northward. At Baliwag, Law- 
ton seized 150,000 bushels of rice and 265 tons of sugar 
and distributed them to the civilians. On May 7, he 
authorized the creation of the first Filipino local gov- 
ernment under the Americans. General Field Orders 
No. 8, dated at Baliwag, May 7, said:* 


For the purpose of official and just representa- 
tion of the inhabitants of this town with the Military 
ties, as well as for temporary convenience in 
ıg and maintaining order among the former, 
the citizens were ae meet ee а ma- 
yor (capitan municipal). result of meeting 
has been the election of Señor Francisco Guerrero, 
who is therefore announced as Mayor and authorized 
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to select a eae and such other assistants or offi- 
cers as may be necessary to properly administer mun- 
icipal affairs. He will be accordingly respected and 
obeyed. 


Оп May 15, Lawton, after garrisoning Baliwag, left for 
San Miguel de Mayumo. Otis then ordered the army 
to proceed to San Isidro to capture the Filipino Gov- 
ernment, A provisional brigade under Colonel Sum- 
mers advanced upon San Isidro and after a brisk ex- 
change of fire with the defenders entered the town. 
On May 18, San Isidro completely came under the con- 
trol of the enemy.” The Filipino Government, however, 
had retreated to San José, Nueva Ecija, then to Kaba- 
natuan, on May 9, and there stayed for a while until it 
was forced to transfer to Bamban, Tarlac.” Lawton, on 
his return to Manila, passed by Cabiao, captured it on 
May 19, and entered Arayat on the 20th. On the 21st 
he reached Candaba and here his division was dis- 
banded. During the march around the Candaba 
Swamps, Lawton’s division suffered 515 casualties.” 


Meanwhile, MacArthur prepared to march to Pam- 
panga through Kalumpit. Five miles north of Malolos 
was the confluence of the Bagbag, Kalumpit, and Quin- 
gua (now Plaridel) Rivers. About two miles north was 
the Rio Grande de Pampanga, a large river that sepa- 
rates Kalumpit from Pampanga. East of the Rio Gran- 
de were the Candaba Swamps, while to the west were 
small rivers, estuaries, and rivulets which made mili- 
tary operations difficult. MacArthur, in order to get at 
Luna, would have to cross the Bagbag River and the 
Rio Grande. Thus, Luna was іп an ideal defensive posi- 
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tion. By the very nature of the terrain, MacArthur 
would have to attack Luna frontally.” MacArthur 
correctly surmised that the first line of defense was on 
the north bank of the Bagbag River and the second line 
along the Rio Grande. The Americans under the com- 
mand of Colonel Stotsenburg fired the first shot at 
Quingua on April 23 but they were repulsed with heavy 
losses by the Filipino troops under General Grego 
del Pilar. Stotsenburg was killed in action. The follow- 
ing day, the American brigade forded the Quingua Ri- 
ver, swung left through Pulilan and moved cautiously 
along the road to Kalumpit. Another brigade advanced 
toward Bagbag on the 25th in an effort to encircle the 
Filipinos under Luna. The American brigade at Quing- 
ua arrived at the junction of the three rivers almost 
simultaneously with the other brigade fronting Bag- 
bag. Both brigades deployed at right angles with each 
other. 


The Filipino troops under Luna prepared their line 
of defense from Hagonoy in the west of Sta. Marta in 
the east. General Mascardo was then in Pampanga, 
while Generals Gregorio del Pilar and Mariano Llanera 
were preparing for the battle in accordance with Luna's 
orders. Luna telegraphed Mascardo to send reinforce- 
ments to Kalumpit, but Mascardo refused. In the face 
of the huge threat that the enemy posed, Luna, an- 
gered at Mascardo's insubordination, left for Pam- 
panga with a strong contingent of infantry, cavalry, and 
artillery to punish Mascardo. The Bagbag line was left 
in the hands of General Del Pilar.“ 
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An American unit under Colonel Funston waded 
the Bagbag River, while another unit forded the Quin- 
gua River. By two o'clock in the afternoon of April 27, 
the Filipino lines, weakened by Luna’s withdrawal of 
badly needed troops and artillery, were crumbling. At 
nightfall, the enemy had captured Kalumpit.® Two 
days later, Aguinaldo, then at San Isidro, sued for 
armistice in order to “justify itself before the people 
as having employed all the means in its power to avoid 
the ruin of the country”. Otis declined, believing that 
it was merely an excuse to give time to the Filipino 
troops to reinforce and to re-form their lines. The 
American army remained in Kalumpit for a week, and 
оп May 4 it moved northward to Pampanga. The suc- 
ceeding towns of Apalit and Sto, Tomas were captured 
with practically no opposition. Scouts were then sent 
to San Fernando to report on its defenses. Finding the 
town almost without defenders, the American army 
moved in on May 5.“ The Filipino Government was 
now on the run and had to change capital as the mili- 
tary situation demanded. The difficulties experienced 
by Aguinaldo's Cabinet led Buencamino to complain 
that “we have been born only to move from one town 
to another” and that “Up to the present we have spent 
only a short time of life in repose, owing to a change of 
luck of our army and other causes.” Nevertheless, 
Aguinaldo continued to “discharge his functions, а mo- 
del of private and civic virtues, an example of firmness 
and adamant resolution, notwithstanding the fatigue, 
privations and sufferings” he had endured.” 
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In spite of heavy losses in men and property, the 
Filipino troops, employing guerrilla tactics, succeeded 
in recapturing several towns from the enemy. On May 
12 when Aguinaldo took personal command of the Fil- 
ipino army, his troops recaptured Kalumpit and Bali- 
wag.” In other places, it is true, the Americans swooped 
down swiftly and occupied town after town, but as 
swiftly the Filipino troops re-occupied them upon the 
departure of the enemy. 


Paterno complained that the Treasury was prac- 
tically empty, what with the “war” against the Ameri- 
cans slowly eating up the limited funds of the govern- 
ment. Nevertheless, ways and means were found to 
replenish the dwindling supply of hard currency. Con- 
tributions, forced and voluntary, were resorted to. Not 
only money was contributed but also goods, which were 
badly needed by the men in the field. As early as Feb- 
ruary 17, a few days after the outbreak of the Filipino- 
American hostili , the Secretary of the Treasury cir- 
cularized the collectors of contributions of war to is- 
rovisional manuscript receipts identical in every 
respect, both in form and value, to those issued by 
the quondam Spanish administration, and which shall 
be exchanged for the printed ones” to be issued later. 
Moreover,“ 


In order to avoid confusion in the names of the 
contributors inscribed on the poll-rolls which we have 
in this office, and in order not to encounter difficul- 
ties in their settlement, it is imperative that you 
make detailed list, properly itemized, of the names, 
surnames, civil status, and profession of each con- 
tributor, cédula and amount... . 
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Persons known in their respective localities were firms in Manila and the provinces gave contributions 
appointed to collect contributions of war. Each man in kind. Thus, С. М. Clark, agent for Smith, Bell & 
appointed was to solicit contributions only in places Co., sent Aguinaldo, through Teodoro Sandico, a car- 
designated by an order. Thus, for example, Teodoro load of rice for the fighting men;* the same company 
Gonzalez was to solicit contributions in Manila and gave Aguinaldo 100 sacks of rice;* C. M. Clark sent 
Bulakan; Simeon Rodriguez in Bataan; Luis Villanue- General Makabulos 111 sacks of rice ;* and another 100 
va in Batangas ; José Francisco in Laguna; Martin Cab- sacks were sent by an agent of Smith, Bell & Co. to 
rera in Batangas; Jacinto Limjap in Manila and Mo- the Filipino Government.” Documentary evidence 
rong; José Ignacio Pawa form the Chinese in Manila proves that receipts were issued by the collectors to 
and in the Bicol provinces; Miguel Malvar anywhere ; contributors, and that far from being disunited the 
Gregorio Aglipay in the Посоѕ; Manuel Tinio in the Filipinos were behind their Government.* 


northern provinces of Luzon, Cagayan, and Isabela; 
Ananias Diokno in Capiz; Tomas Mascardo in Pam- 
panga; José Alejandrino in Manila and suburbs, and 
others.” Generally, the people of all classes gave their 
contributions with alacrity, although in rare instances 
a few well-to-do Filipinos were reluctant to part with 


MEANWHILE, OTIS, WHO HAD EARLIER INSTRUCTED 
General Miller to stand by at Iloilo, finally gave him 
the go-signal to attack the ci On February 10, Miller 
called a conference of his officers, including the com- 
manders of the Boston and the Petrel, on board the 


what they had. A rich resident of Vigan, for example, Blew ore, mitasi his, intention до, give, the ШВИ 
presented the American prisoners with canned goods forty-eight hours within which to sarreoder. Captain 
and clothes, instead of contributing them to the govern- Wilde of the Boston and Commander Cornwell of the 
ment." Many rich men of the Ilocos, however, enlisted Petrel pointed out that such length of time would only 
in the engineer corps of the Filipino army as part of tive the Filipinos enough time to burn the town. Owing 
their service to the country.” Contributions in kind were to this objection, Miller demanded the surrender of the 
received from the towns of Kalumpit, San Fernando ipino forces within twenty-four hours, after which 
(Pampanga), Tarlac, and the towns of Pangasinan, the Americans would storm the city. The ultimatum 
Nueva Ecija contributed more than four thousand маз sent at four o'clock in the afternoon of February 
pesos ;” Isabela, P36,816.77; Cagayan, P12,530.89; San 10.* The people of Iloilo, apprised of the situation, 
Fernando, La Union, P2,221 ; José Ignacio Рама, P6,000; decided to resist the enemy.” On the morning of Feb- 
the Filipino priests of Pangasinan, P630;* the Bicol ruary 11, before the expiration of the ultimatum, the 
provinces, P612,790 ;* Tayabas (collected by José Igna- Petrel fired three shells at the Filipino troops in the 


cio Рама), P220,000.* Sometimes, agents of foreign city as a warning. The latter returned the fire rather 


480 THE CRISIS OF THE REPUBLIC 


ineffectively. The Boston and the Petrel moved into 
position and shelled the fort, while at the same time 
the bluejackets made a landing without the knowledge 
of Miller. A few moments later, Miller saw the Stars 
and Stripes fluttering over the fort. Surprised and 
beaten to the punch by the navy, he promptly ordered 
his troops to rush in to help the marines." Sensing 
the impossibility of fighting frontally against heavy 
odds, the Filipinos under General Martin Delgado 
adopted the scorched earth policy and put the city to 
the torch. Fire raged in five or six places in the city, 
destroying the German, English, and American consu- 
lates, many residences, and warehouses.“ Miller's 
troops were temporarily halted by the blazing inferno, 
but a few of them got through the thick smoke and 
secured the Jaro and Molo bridges." The Filipinos con- 
tinued firing as they retreated, but the Americans, ow- 
ing to superior fire power, captured Jaro on the 12th, 
Sta. Barbara on the 14th, Oton on the 19th, and Man- 
duriao on the 20th." General Martin Delgado in des- 
peration warned the Попроѕ against taking the oath 
of allegiance to the United States and threatened those 
guilty of collaboration with the enemy with death” 
With Iloilo subdued, Miller, following Otis’ in- 
structions, sent the Petrel to Cebu on February 19. Ar- 
riving at Cebu two days later, the captain of the Petrel 
saw German and English flags being flown almost 
everywhere, while the Filipino flag was fluttering over 
the fort. The arrival of the American warship aroused 
the fear of the Filipinos who thought that they might 
be lined up and shot as the Spaniards had done.” A 
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stormy meeting of the townspeople followed in which 
the young men advised the burning of the town and 
fighting to the last man. But the older men cautioned 
against such drastic and bloody action. The conserva- 
tive element took the day and on the 21st the Cebu 
leaders conferred with Captain Cornwell of the Petrel. 
Mr. Sidebottom, the English Consul acting for the 
American government, accompanied the Cebu leaders 
He announced to the Filipinos that Cornwell was ready 
to deal with them, but Mejia, the leader of the Filipino 
delegation, answered that “the people of Cebu, finding 
themselves abandoned by the Spaniards, have joined 
the Filipino Republic.”” Cornwell thought that it was 
the right psychological moment to impose his will and 
consequently gave the delegation until eight o’clock the 
following morning to surrender or suffer the wrath of 
the American navy. That night the Filipino leaders met 
to consider the ultimatum. Majority were in favor of 
burning the city. The conservatives, however, won the 
argument in favor of surrendering to a superior force. 
Farly in the morning of the 22nd, Mejia, accompanied 
by the British Consul, conferred with Cornwell and 
handed him a written instrument of surrender. It 
clearly and unequivocally recognized Aguinaldo’s au- 
= The instrument of surrender read: 


In view of the verbal intimation given by the 
commanding officer of ће 05.5. Petrel of the United 
States squadron to this government, demanding the 

of апа city of Cebu, to be ac- 
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which are representatives of all the vital forces of the 
country, а; unanimously to accede to the said 
demand in view of the superiority of the American 
forces; but without omitting to point out that nef 
ther the government of this province nor any of its 
inhabitants thereof have the power to conclude deci- 
sive acts prohibited by the Honorable President of 
the Filipino Republic, Señor Emilio Aguinaldo, our 
legitimate ruler, recognized as such by virtue of his 
indisputable capabilities of just government, illus- 
trious generalship, and universal suffrage. 


Cornwell took the reins of government and was 
assisted in his precarious job by the Filipinos who had 
served the government under Spain. Only fourteen 
dollars were found listed in the coffers, all of which, 
however, were taken by the Filipino troops before the 
city was turned over to the Americans.” To reinforce 
the American units in Cebu, Otis sent a battalion under 
Major Goodale. The Filipinos resented the occupation 
of areas outside Cebu City, but the Americans over- 
came their objections, Lt-Col. Thomas R. Hamer of 
the Idaho Regiment was finally designated military 
governor of Cebu.” 


The occupation of the province, however, was not 
as peaceful as at first might be supposed. There was 
general dissatisfaction, and Mejia, one of those instru 
mental in the surrender, was murdered. The Filipino 
troops employed guerrilla tactics, harassing the Amer- 
icans and their Filipino collaborators and fleeing to 
the mountains. Armed with 1,000 bolos, 150 stand of 
Mausers and Remingtons, and some old rifles, they 
made American rule uneasy and difficult. Their lead- 
ers, Arcadio Maxilom and Leandro Fullon, threatened 
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the collaborators with death and the burning of the 
towns." Some patriotic Filipinos, led by Maxilom and 
Godofredo Lago, even banded themselves into a Dukut 
Society whose purpose was to prevent “the increase in 
the number of traitors and other persons who give aid 
and comfort to the enemy, as the same constitutes a 
great obstacle to the attainment of our liberty.” In- 
structions were sent out to the men in the field and in 
the towns on how to poison the Americans. Guerrillas 
were ordered to fire at a distance of forty or fifty me- 
ters in order to be sure of their human targets and 
thus to avoid useless expenditure of ammunition." 


Compared with the attitude of the Ilongos and the 
Cebuanos toward the Americans, that of Negros was 
somewhat friendly. When Iloilo fell into the hands of 
the Americans, Miller received a petition from promi- 
nent Negrenses informing him that they had already 
raised the American flag in the island and that they 
wanted some troops to protect them from the “Тара- 
log irregular forces.” Four of these prominent Negren- 
ses arrived in Manila on February 21 and immediately 
conferred with the American military authorities 
Claiming that they had already established a tempora- 
Ту government with a governor of their own choice, 
the Negros delegation requested that they be allowed 
10 orm a battalion to maintain peace and order. In- 
quiring about the purpose of the United States in the 
Philippines, they were told that pending Congressional 
‘ction, a military government would be created and 
that the republican form would be finally instituted. 
The battalion they asked for was granted, but they 
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were asked to submit a plan of government for the ad- 
ministration of the internal affairs of Negros. Otis 
then designated Colonel James F. Smith military gow 
ernor of the island. On March 1, Otis issued an order 
providing for the creation of a military district com- 
prising the islands of Panay, Negros, and Cebu and 
“such other Visayan Islands as may be hereafter de- 
signated,” to be known as the Visayan Military District. 
General Miller was designated the over-all commander 
of this district, with headquarters at Iloilo. Smith 
hurried to Negros to assume command of the province, 
Under his protection, the Negrenses chose their dele- 
gates to represent their political districts in a conven: 
tion to be held at Bacolod. The Bacolod Convention 
framed a constitution for the island of Negros and this 
was submitted to the President of the United States 
about July 20. The “Negros Constitution,” which nat- 
urally did not merit President McKinley's attention, 
became the basis of Otis’ order of July 22 providing 
for a provisional government “to administer its civil 
matters. ...” and “under which the people may enjoy 
the largest measure of civil liberty compatible with pre- 
vailing conditions and which shall conform to their 
desires. . ..” The order, pending Congressional action, 
provided for the appointment of an American military 
governor for the island of Negros, a Filipino civil gow- 
ernor, and an advisory council elected by the people, 
The military governor was to exercise supreme 
tive powers, while the civil governor, who was to 
elected by the people, was to advise the military 
ernor on all civil questions and to preside over the 
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meetings of the advisory council. The latter was to 
consist of eight elected members, of whom one was to 
represent Negros at large; four to represent Occidental 
Negros, and three to represent Oriental Negros. А 
voter must have the following qualifications :™ 


(1) a male citizen of the island of Negros; 

(2) he shall have attained the age of 21 years; 

(3) he shall be able to speak, read, and write 
understandingly the English, Spanish, or Visayan 
language or he must be the owner of real property 
worth $500 or pay rental on real property of the 
value of $1,000; 

(4) he must have resided in the island not less 
than one year preceding and in the district in which 
he offers to register as a voter not less than three 
months immediately preceding the time when he of- 
fers to register; 

(5) he shall, prior to each regular clectian, dur- 
ing the time prescribed by law for registration, have 
caused his name to be entered on the register of 
voters for his district; and 


(6) prior to such registration he shall have paid 
all taxes due by him to the government: Provided, 
‘That no insane person, or deaf-mute who cannot 
read or write shall be allowed to register or vote. 


The Otis order also provided for the creation of 
the departments of treasury, interior, agriculture, pub- 
lic instruction, and for the offices of attorney-general, 
auditor, and the judiciary. The judicial powers were 
vested in three judges appointed by the military gov- 
rnor. Their term of office, compensation, and modes 
of procedure were to be determined by the advisory 
council with the approval of the military governor.” 
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Elections were held in Negros on October 2, 1899, 
in which 5,248 qualified voters cast their votes. On 
November 5, the elected Filipino officials took their 
oath of office. Jovito Yusay was appointed Chief Jus- 
tice, while one Severino was elected civil governor.” 

Recognition of American sovereignty in Jolo, in 
contrast with that of any part of the Philippines, came 
about through consummate skill in diplomacy. In 
May, the Filipino forces in Mindanao attacked the 
Spanish garrison in Zamboanga, making full use of 
the arms and ammunition they had captured from the 
Spanish gunboats. Though repulsed, they continued 
harassing the few Spanish soldiers whose water and 
food supplies were cut to render them helpless. Gen- 
eral Diego de los Rios, who had previously evacuated 
Iloilo and gone to Zamboanga and, later, to Manila, 
cabled Madrid describing the precarious condition of 
the Spanish soldiers in Zamboanga and asking what 
should be done under the circumstances. He was in- 
structed to withdraw the Spanish garrisons in Zam- 
boanga and Jolo without delay. On May 14, he asked 
Otis to send troops to Zamboanga to relieve the Spanish 
garrison, but Otis was non-committal in view of the 
necessity of keeping his troops in Luzon. Nevertheless, 
he asked Dewey if it was desirable to convoy American 
troops to the south within two or three days. Dewey 
suggested that it was desirable to furnish General De 
los Rios with necessary assistance. Otis then ordered 
а part of the troops in Cebu to sail at once to Zam- 
boanga and Jolo. He appointed General John C. Bates 
to negotiate a treaty with the Sultan of Jolo by which 
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the Moslems and the Americans could co-exist peaceful- 
ly. His instructions of July 3 were modified by another 
of July 11 in view of the fact that Otis’ advisers, after a 
careful study of the Spanish-Moslem treaties, disco- 
vered that “Spain never announced nor conceived a 
definite, fixed policy of control over the archipelago, 
which looked to improvement and permanency.” 
Consequently, Otis laid down the basis of a treaty with 
the Sultan on the following fundamental principles :* 


It is quite important that the United States shall 
occupy the principal distributing centres of trade, to 
build up and develop a revenue and to supervise that 
development. This the Spanish treaties with foreign 
powers permit. Siassi should be occupied by our 
troops at no distant day and two or three other im- 
ints. This necessity you will keep in view 
jations and will show the Sultan the 
uld be conferred upon his people 
lishment and development. 


by intelligent 


General Bates had a difficult task ahead, for the 
Moslems had never been completely conquered by the 
Spaniards and were at any moment ready to take to the 
hills or to their swift vintas in their fierce love of in- 
dependence. With consummate diplomatic skill, Bates 
patiently negotiated with the Sultan ; first, through the 
latter's intermediaries and, later, personally. The Sul- 
tan, cognizant of his traditional rights and of his prow- 
ess, maintained that the revenues accruing from the 
Sandakan trade could not be surrendered as a matter 
not only of necessity, but of tradition. Negotiations were 
protracted and continued up to August 1899. Through 
Raja Muda, the Sultan's elder brother and heir to the 
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throne, and the Sultan's secretary, Habib Mura, 
the Sultan made the following claims: first, that the 
Americans should not be allowed to occupy any point 
in Jolo except the town of Jolo, and second, that the 
Sultan be allowed to collect duties at points not oc- 
cupied by the Americans, that is, anywhere in Jolo 
island except the town of Jolo. After much discussion 
on legal points, the Sultan agreed to sign a treaty with 
the United States. On August 20, General John C. Bates, 
on behalf of the United States Government, and the 
Sultan, Raja Muda, Datu Анік, Datu Calbi, and Datu 
Joakanain, on behalf of the Sultanate, signed the treaty 
now known as the “Bates Treaty.” The treaty provided 
that “Тһе sovereignty of the United States over the 
whole archipelago of Jolo and its dependencies is de- 
clared,” that the “right and dignities of His Highness 
the Sultan and his datos shall be fully respected,” that 
the Moslems “shall not be interfered with on account 
of their religion.” It further provided that all trade in 
“domestic products of the archipelago of Jolo, when 
carried on by the Sultan and his people with any part 
of the Philippine Islands, and when conducted under 
the American flag, shall be free, unlimited, and unduti- 
able." Moreover, the American Government agreed to 
pay the Sultan and his leading men monthly salaries in 
Mexican dollars, as follows: to the Sultan, 250; to 
Datu Raja Muda, 75; to Datu Attik, 60; to Datu Calbi, 
75; to Datu Joakanain, 75; to Datu Puyo, 60; to Datu 
Amir Hussin, 60; to Hadji Butu, 50; to Habib Mura, 
40; and to Serif Saguir, 15." 
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With the conclusion of this treaty, the Americans 
succeeded in neutralizing the Moslems in their drive 
to pacify the Christian Filipinos. 


FIVE MONTHS AFTER THE OUTBREAK OF THE FILIPINO- 
American hostilities, the American Army, despite 
the boasts of the military, was still far from occupy- 
ing enviable positions. Nor is it to be presumed that 
the Filipino army, inadequately armed and provided 
though it was, had reached the end of its rope. Cer- 
tain territory, it is true, had been wrested from the 
Filipinos, but the areas conquered were insignificant 
compared with those which recognized Aguinaldo's 
authority. In spite of the optimistic reports of Otis 
to the War Department regarding the offensives 
Jaunched against the Filipinos, the fact remained that 
up to the end of 1899 Aguinaldo's power had not been 
completely destroyed as Otis expected. Dewey had 
carlier stated that only about 5,000 troops were needed 
to take and occupy Manila. But the American Con- 
gress, seeing the elasticity of the battle lines, thought 
otherwise and took steps to replace the battle-weary 
volunteers with regulars. Fifty per cent. of the 34,661 
American troops in the Philippines in mid-1899 con- 
sisted of volunteers. Consequently, regular troops had 
to be sent to the Philippines to relieve the volunteers 
who clamored to be mustered out. To strengthen the 
American forces, the military authorities took advan- 
tage of the none-too-friendly attitude of the Macabebes 
toward the Filipino troops and enlisted them as 
“scouts.” The Macabebes had remained loyal to Spain 
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during the Revolution and, upon the arrival of the 
Americans, shifted their loyalty to the latter Yet in 
spite of the Macabebe help and the increase in the 
number of American troops, the latter had not, up to 
the end of 1899, sufficiently crippled the Filipino 
armed forces as to make the conquest and occupation 
of the country easy. In contrast with Otis’ sanguine 
reports to the War Department wherein he described 
quite in detail the alleged smashing victories of his 
army and the alleged ease with which the Filipinos 
were being dispersed and routed, is the following re- 
port of an American field office: 


We have lost by wounds and death fully 1,000 
men, and, including the sick, have some 4,000 in hos- 
pitals. We have always, or almost always, been able 
to drive the Filipino troops out of the towns of works 
we have attacked, but as we have of late months 
pushed out to some distance from our lines to make 
such attacks, we have had to fall back each time to 
our own lines; this because our forces are too weak 
to hold advance points and to guard our base — 
Manila, 


* ** To conquer these islands will take at least 
75000 men. So fat, their losses have probably been 
less than ours. We know what our losses are in a 
fight, and we get a pretty good idea of the enemy's, 
as we usually remain for the time being in posses- 
sion of the field. The reports published in America 
underrate our losses and vastly overestimate the 
enemy's. We have always had to attack them in a 
chosen field and fortified position. The odds are all 
against us. 


The Americans had so far succeeded in extending 
their lines from Manila to San Fernando, Pampanga, 
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on the north, and from Pasay to Laguna, on the south, 
Out of the 123 miles of railroad, they controlled only 
thirty-nine miles. In mileage, the Americans in Luzon 
held only thirty miles to the north, eleven to the south, 
and eight to the east. What, then, were the reasons 
for this failure to end the hostilities within a few 
months according to Otis’ sanguine predictions? An 
American correspondent in the Philippines gave three 
reasons. First, the people were in sympathy with their 
army and government and only a handful of oppor- 
tunists were sympathetic to the Americans, The Fili- 
pino army was “in no way ready to give in, its policy 
of retreating was adopted to the accomplishment of 
its ends.” Second, the American army was not well 
equipped to fight a tropical war and its management 
was unwieldy. Lastly, the military operations were not 
adapted to the terrain, climate, and the people." 


In the southern islands, the situation was the 
same. An American officer who saw action in the first 
days of the hostilities in and around Manila and later 
on fought in Tloilo, wrote toward the end of Мау 1899:" 


The native is not aggressive, but по one out 
here calls him a coward. He will not stand a charge, 
even when in earthworks, but he does a powerful 
amount of damage first and last before he quits. 


‘Then he simply falls back and goes to work dig- 
ging again. The moment we leave a piece of ground 
it is theirs, for they swarm back upon it.*** 

Т see no sign of weakening, and unless inter- 
nal troubles come with them there is no end in the 
near future. All the fighting has been in Luzon, not 
because the other islands are pacified, but simply 
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because we have no men to undertake the subjuga- 
tion of the others. Неге at По По we hold a radius 
of three and a half miles from the town. We cannot 
walk or drive because we are surrounded. This is 
the only hold we have upon this island... .On Negros 
we hold only two points. On Cebu, only one, and 
on many others not a foot. 


An American correspondent, Albert G. Robinson, 
saw the futility, at least up to the end of 1899, of the 
American tactics and resources in putting the “little 
brown теп” to flight and, finally, to their knees. Hav- 
ing seen the field of operations and having witnessed 
the tactics of the opposing camps, Robinson wrote :* 


A certain kind of heroism is displayed by our 
opponents. Their method of fighting is rather that 
of the Indian or the guerrilla, They fight from caver 
of trench or thicket. Driven from one cover, they 
seek another.*** Тһе reports which are sent t0 
the United States always show the Filipino loss to 
be exceedingly heavy. The loss is usually given in 
the ratio of about twenty to one. The twenty is 
guesswork. But when the whole thing is counted 
up and the American loss by disease is taken into 
consideration, there is some doubt whether the ad- 
vantage lies so heavily with the Americans, 


In six months the forces of the United States 
have moved northward some forty miles, and east- 
ward and southward rather less than half of that. Be- 
yond a point ten miles or so to the northward, our lines 
аге barely more than threads, consisting of a few 
garrisoned towns and a series of outposts. 


Such failures naturally could not be hidden from 
the American newsmen who were covering the military 
operations. The advent of the rainy season “brought 
a kind of breathing-space in the military operations” 
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and Otis, who had earlier promised to continue his 
offensive, rain or high tide, was compelled to eat his 
own words. The fluid military situation, the hardships 
encountered by the American troops in the tropicai 
climate, the increasing number of those hospitalized 
owing to sickness and to wounds, forced Otis to put a 
restraining hand on the newspapermen’s dispatches to 
the United States which, to his military mind, were 
inimical to his administration as well as to the Adminis- 
tration at Washington. The newsmen remonstrated, 
howled, and hawed, but Otis could not grasp or re- 
fused to grasp the significance of his high-handed 
treatment of the correspondents in relation to the 
American tradition of telling the unvarnished truth 
about a public occurrence. ‘The representatives of the 
American press, refusing to tolerate any further 
“canned” news and exaggerated press releases, met to 
consider the problem of military censorship. Some 
urged total withdrawal of the press representativ 
from the Philippines and the sending of notification to 
their home offices to the effect that “owing to the re- 
strictions to which they were subjected, they could not 
feel that they were properly discharging their duty to 
their employers and the public.”” The suggestion was, 
however, turned down and it was agreed that a resolu- 
tion be framed to protest the imposition of an unjust 
censorship. Consequently, the American newsmen, 
namely, John T. McCutcheon and Harry Armstrong of 
the Chicago Record, Oscar K. Davis and P. G. McDon- 
nell of the New York Sun, Robert M. Collins, John 
P. Dunning, and L. J. Jones of the Associated Press, 
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John Е. Bass and William Dinwiddie of the New York 
Herald, E. D. Skene of the Scripps-McRae Association, 
and Richard Little of the Chicago Tribune, sent a 
“round robin" dispatch to the American press, sayin; 


The undersigned, being all staff correspondents 
of American newspapers stationed in Manila, unite 
in the following statement 


Ме believe that, owing to official despatches 
from Manila made public in Washington, the people 
of the United States have not received a correct 
impression of the situation in the Philippines, but 
that these despatches have presented an ultra-opti- 
mistic view that is not shared by the general cfficers 
in the field. 


We believe the despatches incorrectly represent 
the existing conditions among the Filipinos i» respect 
to internal dissensions and demoralization resulting 
from the American campaign, and to the brigand 
character of their Army, 


We believe the despatches err in the declaration 
that “the situation is well in hand,” and in the as- 
sumption that the insurrection can be speedily ended 
without а greatly increased force. 


We think the tenacity of the Filipino purpose 
has been underestimated, and that the statements 
ше unfounded that volunteers are unwilling to en- 
gage in further service, 


The censorship has compelled us to participate 
in this misrepresentation by excising or altering un- 
controverted statements of facts on the plea, as Gen- 
eral Otis stated, that “they would alarm the people 
at home,” or “have the people of the United States 
by the ears.” 

Specifications: Prohibition of hospital reports: 
suppression of full reports of field operations in the 
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event of failure; numbers of heat prostrations in the 
field; systematic minimization of naval operations; 
and Suppression of complete reports of the situation. 


Naturally, the military censor in Manila promptly 
put his foot down. Nevertheless, he forwarded the 
protest to General Otis. A committee of newspaper- 
men appeared before Otis, who lost no time in greeting 
them with an indignant reproach. 


“You have served a paper upon me,” he said, "а 
most extraordinary document. You accuse me of false- 
hood. This constitutes a conspiracy against the gov- 
ernment. T will have you tried by general court mar- 
tial and let you choose the judges.” 


The newsmen, accustomed to such threats, mere- 
ly smiled. But their knowing smile did not in the 
least influence Otis in his adverse decision. The news- 
men then sent the dispatch to Hong Kong, which could 
not be reached by the long arm of the army, and from 
there it was cabled to the United States. Not content 
with the protest, R. M. Collins sent a personal letter 
to his Associated Press chief, saying :* 


For а long time we submitted to the censor- 
ship because of appeals to our patriotism and а feel- 
ing that we might be accused of a lack thereof if we 
made any trouble for the American authorities here. 


Otis had gained the idea from the long submis- 
sion of the newspaper men to his dictation that it 
маз a part of the duty of the governor-general to di 
rect the newspaper correspondents аз he did his offi- 
cers. Much of the censorship was conducted by him 
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personally, the censor sending a correspondent to the 
goer with any despatches about which he had 
Ыз. 


In this way the entire American press was made 
the personal organ of Otis; we were compelled to 
send nothing but the official version of all events and 
conditions, even when the official view controverted 
the opinions of the great mass of the officers in the 
field and the intelligent residents, and was a falsifica- 
tion of events which passed before cur eyes. 


In this way every fight became a glorious Ameri- 
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about what would be done in the future he has given 
much, In practical result he has shown but little. 
He has frowned upon some long-established customs, 
has set up his own standards of right and righteous- 
ness and, under them, has suppressed or sought to 
suppress diversions that had become an integral part 
Of the life of the people. Тһе war which is being 
waged has stifled commerce, restricted production 
and greatly increased the cost of the necessities of 
life. It is by such standards as these that a people 
whose experience with the world has been limited, 
whose lives have been isolated, measures the bane 
and the blessing of its government. 


can victory, even though every one in the army knew 
it to have been substantially a failure, and we were 
drilled into writing, quite mechanically, wholly ridi- 
culous estimates of the numbers of Filipinos killed. 
Owing to the hue and cry created by the news- 
men’s protest, the censorship was pronounced abo- 
lished on September 9. The abolition of the censor- 
ship was, however, good only on paper, for up to the 
end of December the military censor in Manila was 
still furiously slashing with his blue pencil.” The cen- 
sorship was applied not only on dispatches sent to 
foreign countries, but also on local news. No news was 
allowed which criticized the doings or the policy either 
of Washington or of Otis’ administration. Thus, the 
news appearing in Manila did not reflect the true con- 
ditions of the country." 


Robinson summed up the reasons why the Filipi- 
nos as a rule refused to accept American sovereignty. 
He said :* 


The new ruler has perpetuated the offenses of the ~ 
old, has continued Spanish laws and Spanish taxes. Of 
promise for the future he has given some: of talk 


Thirteen: 


TRAGEDY AT KABANATUAN 


FAILURE OF THE FILIPINO ARMY TO STOP THE 
nrush of American troops at the appropriate 
time and place had its roots not so much in the 
unfamiliarity of the latter with the terrain and the trop- 
ical climate, as with dissensions that racked the Fili- 
pino command. The numerical superiority of the Filipis 
no troops, their ideal defensive positions, the almost 
unanimous backing of the civilian population, the fren- 
zied patriotic fervor of the people and the army, — all 
these were more than offset by the lack of arms and 
military discipline and the intrigues in the high eche- 
lons that led to tragic consequences. Only the ideal of 
independence kept alive the fierce Malayan spirit that 
brooded over the series of defeats suffered by the Fili- 
pinos. More than anything else, it was this spirit that 
493 
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cushioned the impact of the American military jugger- 
naut and frustrated the American timetable in the con- 


quest of the Philippines. 


When the Filipino-American hostilities flared up 


on the night of February 4, 1899, the Filipino troops, 


as well as the enemy, were in a state of excitement. 
The ease with which the American commanders dis- 
lodged the Filipinos from their positions underscored 
the unpreparedness of the latter to cope with a massive 
and simultaneous attack, Expelled from Kalookan and 
driven to the north, the troops under General Antonio 
Luna halted at Polo, Bulakan, where he established his 
headquarters and reorganized his shattered forces. 
Under the circumstances, Luna, as Chief of Operations 
and Commander-in-Chief of Central Luzon, had no 
other alternative than to impose a Spartan discipline 
‘on his troops. Luna sized up the situation correctly 
and concluded that if he were to win or at least parry 
the enemy's thrusts he had to whip up the irregular 
army into a tightly knit and well-disciplined corps. He 
was confronted at the moment by two enemies, one 
from within and one from without: within, he had to 
struggle against the lack of discipline and training of 
his officers and men; without, he had to face a well- 
coordinated and well-armed enemy. 


Under the circumstances, Luna was the best man 
available to fight back the enemy with any semblance 
of success. Born of a cultured family, he studied at 
the Atenco and at the Sto. Tomás and distinguished 
himself as a writer and a scientist. Like the sons of 
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other Filipino well-to-do families, he enjoyed the luxury 
of studying in Spain where he finished his doctorate's 
degree in pharmacy. His brilliance, however, was 
marred by his tempestuous temper. Having acquired 
respectability on his own, he denounced the Katipunan 
at the inception of the Revolution and acquitted him- 
self creditably before the Spanish inquisitors. Thus 
he was “rewarded” with mere banishment to Spain at 
а time when the Spanish authorities in the Philippines 
were liquidating Filipinos right and left. His stay in 
Spain as an exile gave him the opportunity to steep 
himself in military science and tactics. The Cuban af- 
fair and the defeat of Montojo's fleet in Manila Bay 
led Luna to return to the Philippines. Stopping at Hong 
Kong, he approached Felipe Agoncillo to ask for a re- 
commendation to Aguinaldo. The recommendation 
which be brought with him to Manila showed that he 
wanted to join Aguinaldo's army.’ 


In Manila, in September 1898, Aguinaldo appointed 
Luna Brigadier-General and Director of War. Less than 
two months later, he was promoted to General of Divi- 
sion and, at the beginning of the Filipino-American hos- 
tilities, Chief of Operations and Commander-in-Chief of 
Central Luzon. His experience with the Filipino 
troops showed him that there was need of educating 
the officers and men in the science and art of war. He 
established an academy to serve as a center of military 
training, but it served but little, if at all, in bringing 
about radical changes in the thinking and technique of 
the officers, most of whom were either peasants or 
men who had had no basic training in military science 
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and tactics. The outbreak of hostilities cut short Luna's 
efforts at improving the quality of the Filipino troops. 


face with the stark reality: he must impose discipline 
in his corps if he was to succeed at least in stemming 
the tide of American advance. At Polo, he planned a 
counter-attack that had for its objective the re-taking 
of Manila. His plan envisaged the burning of Sta. Ana 
in order to draw the attention of the Americans to this 
sector. The conflagration would signal the general at- 
tack on the American defense lines, with Luna's forces 
attacking the defense lines north of Manila. General 
Licerio Gerónimo would then attack from the east, and 
Generals Pio del Pilar and Miguel Malvar from the 
south. In the northern sector, the plan was for Gen- 
eral Llanera to threaten Kalookan, while General 
Pantaleon Garcia was to flank the town on the west, 
entering Manila by way of Maypaho. Colonel Maximi- 
no Hizon would then flank Kalookan in the east and 
attack the enemy occupying Blockhouse No. 2 and La 
Loma so he could force his way into the city by way 
of San Lázaro. Colonel Servillano Aquino would then 
follow Hizon and enter Manila by way of Sampalok, 
where he was to join forces with General Gerónimo. 
Тһе latter would then attack Manila from San Juan 
and enter the city by way of Alix Street (now Legarda 
Street). 

On February 23, Luna hurried to San Fernando, 
Pampanga, upon receipt of news that his sister was 
seriously Ш. He returned in the afternoon of the next 
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day to find the fighting raging all along the lines. The 
fighting was furious and Luna, seeing that the Pam- 
panga Companies under Major Canlas were already ex- 
hausted, ordered Captain Pedro Janolino, known as 
Pedrong Kastila (Pedro the Spaniard), to join the fray 
with his Kawit Companies. Janolino, however, refused, 
saying that he had been instructed to obey Aguinaldo 
and nobody else. This serious insubordination led to 
the failure of the Filipino forces to dislodge the enemy 
at La Loma. Nevertheless, the other units reached as 
far as Tondo and Azcárraga Street. Promptly, Luna's 
staff notified him of Janolino’s insubordination. Luna 
rushed to Balintawak where the Kawit Battalion was 
stationed. Gnashing his teeth, his first impulse was 
to shoot down Janolino, but his staff, sensing the defi- 
ant attitude of the Kawit Battalion, advised him to 
desist from carrying out his bloody plan. Luna, swal- 
lowing his pride, returned to Polo, but not without 
moving the Kawit Battalion to the rear. 


Luna’s staff met and agreed to advise their chief 
to disarm the Kawit Battalion. The plan was to out- 
flank the Kawit men on their arrival at Polo without 
arousing their suspicion. Fortunately, Janolino and his 
men submitted meekly when ordered to disarm. They 
were then sent to Malolos.“ Less than a week later, 
Luna learned that Aguinaldo had reinstated his Kawit 
men. Furious, he sent a stinging letter to Aguinaldo, 
dated March 1, 1899, protesting against the re-arming 
of the Kawit теп. Luna viewed Aguinaldo's actuation 
as favoring indiscipline in the army and as an insult 
to his military honor and dignity. It was not, he added, 
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his pride that was wounded, but his authority as com- 
mander that Aguinaldo himself had approved in ap- 
pointing him Chief of Operations, and the discipline of 
the army. He was therefore resigning his post and 
would continue only if satisfaction would be given him 
and the army. He would not, he emphasized, discharge 
his duties as Chief of Operations without the corre- 
sponding authority.’ Mabini himself, who had no 
sympathy for Luna and his brusque manners, wrote 
Aguinaldo on February 28 pointing out that the failure 
to punish the Kawit men for insubordination would 
demoralize the army and might lead others to disobey 
their superiors in the belief that disobedience did not 
merit punishment. “In armies of other countries,” 
Mabini added, “such insubordination merits execution 
by firing squad." There is no evidence, documentary 
or otherwise, to show that Aguinaldo listened to Mabi- 
ni. Luna, on the other hand, insisted on his resigna- 
tion and telegraphed it to Mabini. On March 7, Mabini 
wrote to Aguinaldo notifying him that Luna had sub- 

mitted his irrevocable resignation. He continued :" 

Т am sending you Luna's telegram, including the 

raft of my answer. You are at liberty to decide on 

his irrevocable resignation. T sent a general order to 

the Secretary of War so he could report to you. In 

this order the attributes and jurisdiction of the Chief 

of Operations around Manila are defined. Because 

Luna's resignation necessary to ap- 

point another; it is also necessary that you give the 

direction of the defense of Polo to Don Ambrosio 


{Flores} as your Chief of Staff, in order to avoid 
dissatisfaction. 


T ат enclosing hereunder the draft of acceptance 
of Luna's resignation, in case you have not prepared 
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one and in the event you feel like accepting his resig- 
nation. 

Aguinaldo, however, refused to accept Luna's re- 
signation, thus making Luna feel that he was indispen- 
sable. In the same month of March, the Schurman Com- 
mission arrived in the Philippines in order to invest 
gate the conditions in the Islands and to exert efforts 
toward the reestablishment of peace and order. But 
instead of relaxing the tension it apparently either did 
not wish to slacken the military campaigns against the 
Filipinos or did not have the authority to stop the con- 
flict. Nevertheless, it proceeded in its duty of extend- 
ing the authority of the United States in the Philippines 
on the basis of President McKinley's instructions “to 
secure with the least possible delay the benefits of a 
wise and generous protection of life and property” in 
the Philippines. The Commissioners were enjoined to 
respect the institutions, ideals and customs of the Fili- 
pinos But to reestablish peace on this basis the Re- 
public had first to recognize American sovereignty. On 
April 4, the Commission published the regulative prin- 
ciples which defined the bases of Filipino-American 
relations, namely: 


1. The enforcement of the authority of the United 
States throughout the Philippines; 


2. The grant to the Filipinos of ample liberty of 
self-government consistent with the establishment of 
a “wise, just, stable, effective, and economical adminis: 


tration of public affairs, and compatible with the sov- 
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ereign and international rights and obligations of the 
United States” ; 

3. The guarantee and protection of the civil rights 
of the Filipinos, freedom of religious worship, and 
equal standing before the law; 

4. The purpose of the United States in coming to 
the Philippines was not to exploit the people, but to 
work for their welfare and advancement. 

5. The establishment of an effective civil service 
“in which, to the fullest extent practicable, the natives 
shall be employed"; 

6. The collection of taxes to be put “upon a sound, 
honest, and economical basis,” and funds raised to be 
applied only for the welfare of the Filipinos and for 
the maintenance of the Philippine government; 

7. The establishment of a speedy and effective 
administration of justice; 

8. The construction of means of communication 
and transportation ; 

9. The fostering of the general development of the 
Philippines, including commerce, trade and agri- 
culture; 

10. The establishment of elementary schools and 
schools of higher education; and 

11. The introduction of reforms in all depart- 
ments of the government. 


In the face of this peace offensive, the members 
of the Filipino Congress and the Cabinet wavered. But 
Mabini, who headed the Cabinet, and Luna, vigorously 
took exceptions to the condition set by the Schurman 
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Commission and held on to the ideal of independence. 
Tt was during this critical period that Aguinaldo re- 
ceived a letter from one “Pepe” warning him against 
Luna, The letter, written by “Pepe” at Baliwag on 
April 9, was probably penned by José Joven Alas, Bal- 
domero Aguinaldo's aide-decamp and who called 
Aguinaldo “Tio Miong.” The letter read:* 


Although this might hurt you, nevertheless you 
well know that I have never wanted to be a traitor 
to you, In this matter, it is not improbable that you 
might ‘have some dissatisfaction or misfortune, for 
according to what I have heard, which seemed to 
me quite true, our General of Operations [Luna] is 
forming а party whose purpose is to replace you as 
President, Beware, for there is no going back when 
once you fall. Not one or two persons told me this and 
the news to this effect was already abroad when I 
was still at Kalumpit. 


As April drew to a close, the Filipino line in the 
northern sector was being pushed upward to Kalum- 
pit. Malolos had fallen and Luna had established his 
headquarters at Kalumpit on the other side of the 
bridge separating Bulakan from Pampanga. He reor- 
ganized his forces whose officers came largely from 
the Spanish Army. As Commander-in-Chief of Central 
Luzon, he had under him the Filipino forces stationed 
in Bulakan, Pampanga, Nueva Ecija, Tarlac, Bataan, 
and Zambales. When the Americans under General 
MacArthur pushed toward Kalumpit, Luna drew his 
defense lines running approximately from Hagunoy on 
the west to Sta. Maria on the east. He was directly in 
command of the central sector of this defense line, 
with Generals Gregorio del Pilar and Mariano Llanera 
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commanding both flanks. At a critical moment, the 
impetuous Luna learned that General Tomás Mascar- 
do, who had his headquarters at Guagua, attended the 
town fiesta of Arayat and consequently telegraphed 
him to return immediately to his headquarters, warn- 
ing at the same time not to leave his post without 
notifying the General Headquarters at Kalumpit, 
Mascardo ignored this telegram, believing that he had 
gone to Arayat to inspect his troops, not to attend a 
fiesta. A second telegram from Luna ordered Mascar- 
do to send reinforcements to the Kalumpit sector in 
preparation for the expected battle. Mascardo not only 
ignored Luna's order, but also sent a sharp telegram 
telling Luna that he was returning to his headquarters 
not because Luna so ordered, but because he had fin- 
ished with his inspection. At the same time, he ques- 
tioned Luna's jurisdiction over him since recognition 
of this jurisdiction would affect his authority as Mili- 
tary Commander of Pampanga.” 


Luna sent another telegram to Mascardo ordering 
him to General Headquarters at Kalumpit within twen- 
ty-four hours. At the same time, he also sent telegrams 
to all military chiefs under Mascardo ordering them to 
poer themselves immediately to him at his Head- 
ers. Mascardo’s officers feared something might 
айй and so advised him to obey Luna’s order. For 
the fourth time, Luna sent a telegram to the recalci- 
trant officer asking him to come immediately to Kalum- 
pit, Again, Mascardo ignored the telegram, for he be- 
lieved that as hero of more than twenty-five battles 
ond wounded in most of them in the battlefields of 
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Cavite he could not allow himself to be humiliated by Major Hernando saddled the fastest horse and ne- 
submitting to the authority of Luna. He, of course, gotiated the sixty-six kilometers from Kalumpit to Gua- 
knew the significance of his unbending attitude aud gua in no time. It was two o'clock in the afternoon 
ordered his forces in Bataan and Zambales to move when he arrived at Mascardo’s headquarters. He found 
over to Guagua. His aide-de-camp, Captain Lorenzo the general taking a nap. 


Sanchez, had no other alternative than to respect his 
chief's order and consequently sent the telegrams sum- 
moning Mascardo’s top officers to Guagua. 


“Wake up the general,” he requested a major in 
Mascardo’s headquarters. “І have something impor- 
tant to tell him.” 

Meanwhile, Luna, impatient and pricked to anger 
by Mascardo’s defiance of his authority, called in his 
chief of Staff, Major Eugenio Hernando. It was Luna's 
intention to have Mascardo arrested and incarcerated 
for twelve hours.” Major Hernando explained painstakingly and 

“Major,” barked Tans! apee without daisy wit diplomatically Luna's powers and authority, pointing 
two companies of sharpshooters, a section of cavalry, out that the decree of the President appointing Luna 
and two mountain guns and bring General Mascardo Division General placed all subordinate officers, in- 
here as a prisoner, whether he likes it or not.” cluding General Mascardo himself, under Luna's au- 
thority. Mascardo demurred, saying that he was not 


Major Hernando was speechless for a moment, for Арл е 
А Luna. Unable to contain him- 
he knew that compliance with the order meant bl under the authority of Luna. Unable to соп! 


shed. As Chief of Staff, Major Hernando found words 
of advice. 

“My General,” he said, “I believe that with the 
enemy ready to attack us it would be unwise to bring 


“My general,” Major Hernando said when he was 
brought before Mascardo, “forgive me for waking you 
up, but General Luna's order forced me to disturb you.” 


self, Major Hernando warned him. 

“My General,” he said, “you know General Luna 
and his obduracy. Don’t you realize he would take by 
force what he could not take by arguments?” 


disharmony in our ranks. With your permission I shall General Mascardo flared up. He jumped to his 
persuade General Mascardo to recognize his error.” feet and cried: 

“Very well,” Luna responded, “but this way we “Major, tell General Luna that if he is a man” who 
shall never have an army. This time I agree, but it is could execute his orders General Mascardo, likewise, 


the last...” is а man who knows how to fight!” 
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Hernando left Guagua with a heavy heart, It was tween General Luna and General Mascardo.’"" Agui- 
about seven in the evening when he arrived at Luna's aldo gave him the order to arrest Mascardo and 
headquarters. With consummate skill, Һе told his carcerate him for twenty-four hours. Buencamino im- 
Chief of the negative results of his mission, taking mediately rode to Kalumpit to see Luna and to show 
pains, however, not to mention Mascardo’s colorful him Aguinaldo’s order. Luna was apparently satisfied 
phrases. and appeared to have been relieved of the heavy bur- 
АЕА АН asia. Ат. den weighing on his chest. Mascardo in the mean- 
longer object to carrying out my orders.” while continued with his defiant attitude and wrote 
“But, my General,” Hernando was thinking aloud, ше етеш OF, ak IGEN? Agia КЫДЫ 
“there is another way out. Before we mete out the that he could not recognize Luna's authority over him 
punishment it would be better if you could give me Ки асын erent bein aati С? 
permission to bring this incident to the attention of continued harboring ill-feelings toward Mascardo ап 
кке, wrote Aguinaldo on April 21 strongly recommending 


severe punishment of Mascardo for insubordination 
and, particularly, for leaving his post without his 
knowledge and consent." The following day, soon af- 
ter his conversation with Buencamino, Luna sent a let- 
ter saying that" 


General Luna again acceded and forthwith Major 
Hernando mounted his horse and sped toward Bali- 
wag where General Aguinaldo had his headquarters. 
Aguinaldo, after listening to Hernando’s story, sai 


‘Never, never carry out the order. What would 
happen to our country and to our army if for only Se etapa na ned batetan a SO Ge 


з кы З eral Tomás Mascardo contain phrases derogatory to 
one mistake we dissipate our forces in order to kill me to the highest degree. These offenses can be ar- 


each other? Give this order to General Mascardo, and ranged between А Ce 1 ш that said 5 

instes ve i і: j= eral is a gentleman. Therefore, I beseech you ane 

instead of the twelve hours imprisonment that Gen: eq унту راج وف‎ 

eral Luna wants meted out to Mascardo I am making МУ. E o ЭГЕН бы! Һе had said kil A 

it twenty-four hours, aside from a severe punishment reparation by means of a duel. 

ЖЫ E a elt Ppa AOT an Buencamino had no knowledge of Luna's letter to the 

р nA President or to him, for soon after his conversation 

On the same day, April 21, Aguinaldo called in with Luna in which the latter expressed his satisfac- 

Felipe Buencamino and commissioned him to arrange tion with the punishment to be meted out to Mascar- 


“а personal and official matter which occurred be- do he penned a letter to Aguinaldo sending him the 
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good news that Luna's feelings had already been mol- 
еа." The situation, however, was confused, for 
even Baldomero Aguinaldo, the Secretary of War, 
seemed not to repose confidence in Luna. In a letter 
to Aguinaldo, Baldomero pointed out that Mascardo 
was disgusted with Luna and wanted to resign, adding 
that a man of Aguinaldo's confidence be sent to Luna's 
headquarters to spy on him." Baldomero complained 
further that Luna's appointment as Chief of Opera- 
tions was without the knowledge of the Council of 
Government (Cabinet), which had the power of ap- 
pointment, and that Luna should know how to obey 
the Cabinet's decisions and orders.” 


Mascardo’s intransigence, in the face of his con- 
flict with Luna, brought apprehension to his men. 
They were mobilized at the plaza of Guagua and de 
ployed in such а way as to repel Luna's forces. When 
Major Hernando arrived at Guagua, he met one of 
Mascardo's officers. It was early morning. 

“You're too early,” Hernando greeted him. 

“Ah, my friend,” the officer replied, “I expe 
rienced a night of Cain. We stood guard the whole 
night at this very place and waited for you and your 
men’s arrival. We were prepared to attack you on 
orders from our General. Thank God it did not hap- 
pen. Now I can receive you with an embrace and not 
with rifles and bullets.” 


The two went together to General Mascardo’s 
headquarters and there Hernando handed Aguinaldo's 


General Tomas Maseardo 
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order to Mascardo. The general bowed to superior 
authority. Everything seemed to have returned to nor- 
mal when Colonel Francisco Roman, Luna's friend and 
aide-de-camp, called his Chief's attention to the bad ef- 
fect the incident would have on the morale of the 
troops who undoubtedly would lose their respect for 
their General. At almost the same time, Luna learned 
of the colorful phrases Mascardo used when Major 
Hernando came to see him а day ог two before. Luna's 
tempestuous temper got the better of him. He imme- 
diately called in Hernando who was surprised at Luna's 
mien. 


“Major,” Luna ordered, “have a special train pre- 
pared. Board all the infantry the train can hold, and 
include the cavalry and artillery. I will give the orders 
later.” 


Hernando did as he was ordered and Luna, with 
another general, Colonel Francisco Roman, Major Her- 
nando, and two aides, Captains José and Manuel Ber- 
nal, boarded the train. The men were not aware of 
their destination and the purpose of their expedition, 
but when the train pulled off and was already far 
from Kalumpit they learned that their mission was to 
subjugate General Mascardo. It appeared that aside 
from Colonel Roman's promptings, Luna сате to know 
of Mascardo's plan to meet Major Hernando in his sec- 
ond trip to Guagua with bullets. At San Fernando, 
Luna gave his orders. 


“Major,” he told Hernando, “go ahead to Bacolor 
with your cavalry. Guard all the roads to the town and 
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don't allow anybody to leave the town. Shoot merci- 
lessly anybody who would attempt to leave the town.” 


Luna's brothers, José and Joaquin, appealed to 
their younger brother to desist from his bloody plan, 
but Luna was not a sentimentalist and ordered his 
brothers tightly guarded in the train. Then he and his 
staff proceeded to Bacolor on horseback. The young 
Red Cross women of Bacolor tearfully appealed to 
Luna to desist from his sanguinary plan, but “Magda- 
Тепе did not go there to listen to supplications.”* The 
lieutenant-colonel of the Military Court implored Major 
Hernando to let him proceed to Guagua to persuade 
General Mascardo to apologize to Luna, but Hernando 
warned him that Mascardo's men would shoot him if 
he ever made an appearance. It was about this time that 
Luna received а telegram from Baliwag notifying him 
that the Americans under MacArthur were battering 
the defense line at Bagbag, and that the Filipino forces 
under General Gregorio del Pilar, stationed at Quingua, 
were asking for reinforcements. Luna suspected the 
telegram to be a hoax in order to force his return to 
his headquarters and so prevent him from carrying out | 
his punitive measure against Mascardo. At two that 
same afternoon, he received another telegram contain- 
ing the same news as the first. Again, Luna ignored it. 
Instead, he gave orders to his men to proceed at once 
to Guagua. 


At Betis, Luna’s cavalry descried a carriage sur 


rounded by officers in gleaming uniforms, The carriage 
stopped before the cavalry and out stepped General 
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Mascardo. Two battalions of sharpshooters promptly 
surrounded him. General Luna, on his spirited charger, 
faced Mascardo with a poker face. 


“General Mascardo,” Luna said, breaking the ice. 
Do vou recognize my authority? Will you obey the 
orders coming from this command?" 
General Mascardo nodded. 
“Very well,” Luna turned to Major Hernando. 


“Accompany General Mascardo to the General Head- 
quarters.” 


It was twilight when they arrived at Kalumpit, 
The defense line at Bagbag was already ruptured and 
the enemy was swarming into Kalumpit. Only the sec- 
tor located at the barrio of Sta, Lucia was holding out, 
but despite Luna's presence the Americans succeeded 
in dispersing the Filipino forces. The debacle at Bag- 
bag forced Luna to retreat to Sto. Tomas, Pampanga, 
and here, on April 76, he was wounded in defense of 
the town. A few days later, he was promoted to Lieu- 
fenant-General* 


Luna took stock of his army and found it not only 
wanting in discipline, but also in arms and ammuni- 
tion. On April 28, he telegraphed the Secretary of the 
Interior informing him of the “present state of our 
Army, the poor quality and scarcity of ammunition and 
the bad condition of the Remington rifles.” Сопѕе- 
‘quently he wanted a temporary cessation of hosti 
Aguinaldo then appealed for a cessation of hostilities 
nd sent a commission to Manila headed by Colonel 
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Manuel Arguelles to confer with the Schurman Com- 
mission. Otis, a prominent member of this Commis- 
sion, turned down the proposal suspecting that it was 
a trick to give the Filipino army a breathing spell. The 
insistence of the Schurman Commission upon prior re- 
cognition of American sovereignty resulted in the fail- 
ure of the Arguelles Commission. On May 5, Secretary 
of State John Hay cabled the Schurman Commission his 
autonomy proposal whereby the government to be es- 
tablished in the Philippines would consist of an Amer- 
ican governor-general appointed by the President of 
the United States, a Cabinet appointed by the governor 
general, an advisory council elected by the Filipinos, 
and a strong and independent judiciary. Arguelles was 
amenable to the Hay proposal, but Luna, realizing its 
demoralizing effect on the fighting spirit of the army, 
promptly ordered the arrest of Arguelles and threw him 
in jail. Since the Filipino Congress voted for the Hay 
offer of autonomy, Mabini, as Premier of the Cabinet, 
was forced to hand in his resignation. A new Cabinet, 
headed by Paterno and Buencamino who were both in 
favor of the Hay proposal, took the oath of office of 
May 8. Aguinaldo, however, was at the time torn be- 
tween accepting and turning down the American pro- 
posal. Personally, he was not in favor of it. Never- 
theless, he called a meeting of the Congress members 
and the field generals in mid-May in order to feel the 
pulse of the influential segments of the government 
Many were in favor of the Hay formula, but Luna 

tested violently, arguing that an understanding with 
the Schurman Commission should be made only 
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the basis of American recognition of Philippine inde- 
pendence” Buencamino, as one of the influential lead- 
ers in the Cabinet, was in favor of the American pro- 
posal. This attitude drew the ire of Luna who accused 
Buencamino of being a traitor and an autonomist. A 
heated exchange of words followed. Buencamino, 
stung by Luna's pointed accusation, in turn accused 
Luna of having been responsible for the debacle at Bag- 
bag. Mention of this debacle and his responsibility for 
it infuriated Luna. He lunged at Buencamino and 
slapped him across the face, knocking him down. Luna 
would have continued his attack on Buencamino had 
not Aguinaldo intervened” 


Since most of those present were in favor of ac- 
cepting the Hay formula, Aguinaldo then decided to 
ask again for a cessation of hostilities in order “to con- 
sult the people and the army, maintaining that in his 
desire to come to an agreement he is now advised by 
a new Cabinet which is more moderate and concilia- 
tory." А new commission, composed of Gracio Gonza- 
ga, Alberto Barretto, Gregorio del Pilar, and Captain 
Ziálcita, was formed to confer once again with the 
Schurman Commission. When Luna heard of this Fil- 
їрїпо Commission, he lost no time in ordering the arrest 
of Paterno and most of the members of his Cabinet.” 
News of the incarceration of Paterno and Buencamino 
spread throughout Luzon, and the provincial council of 
Abra immediately sent a telegram to Luna felicitating 
him for imprisoning not only Paterno and Buencamino, 
but also Arguelles and Aguedo Velarde, who “were all 
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traitors.” Luna then importuned Aguinaldo to exile 
Paterno and Buencamino.. Though distasteful to him, 
Aguinaldo assured the irate general he would order an 
investigation of the case” In his hatred of Buencami- 
no, Luna wrote Aguinaldo accusing Buencamino of 
“selling the country to the Americans” and alleging 
that Major Joaquin Buencamino was a coward and a 
traitor “who went over to the American side.” Agui- 
naldo immediately ordered an investigation and found 
out that Major Joaquin Buencamino, Felipe'’s son, not 
only did not go to the American side, but died heroic- 
ally in the battle of San Fernando.” Toward the end 
of May, Luna went to Kabanatuan and there met Buen- 
camino, now free, at a dinner given by Aguinaldo. At 
the table, Luna threw a murderous look at Buencamino 
and, turning to his aide, said: “There is another traitor 
whom we should imprison.” Buencamino strongly re 
sented the imputation. “It is you,” he said, “who are a 
traitor to our country, because had you not withdrawn: 
a thousand soldiers from Kalumpit in order to punish 
General Mascardo the Americans would have been 
pinned down at Malolos. Your accusation is as false аз 
your denunciation of my late son to General Aguinaldo, 


Touchy about Bagbag, Luna jumped to his feet 
and lunged at Buencamino, but Secretary of the Inter- 
ior Severino de las Alas took Luna by the arm and led 
him away.” 


Luna’s temper may have been terrible, but his love 
of country, bravery, courage, and patriotism were gen- 
uine. His ideal was independence and no amount of 
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talk could persuade him to deal with the Americans in 
terms less than his ideal. This is abundantly shown in 
his interview with La Independencia, wherein he said :" 


The Filipino people want independence and I 
sustain the cause of my country until the end in com- 
pliance with the oath I made to my flag. Without 
exaggeration or exaltation, І sincerely confess to you 
that it is always better to fall on the battlefield than 
to accept any foreign rule. 1 said so before the war 
and I repeat it now. All the generals with whom I 
have had communication, namely, Tinio, Makabulos, 
Concepción, Mascardo, Pilar, Torres—ali are of the 
same opinion, Those of the south are still more in- 
transigent. The military, as well as the civil, party 
will not deliver their arms, nor will they accept ашо- 
поту, 1 have the profound conviction of what Т say, 
since in a kind of plebiscite I have asked the people 
whether they wanted autonomy. Do you know what 
they told me? “Long live Independence!” “Down. 
with autonomy!” These were the answers 1 receive 
in eight of the central provinces I addressed. Оп re- 
ted occasions I asked the entire population of 
towns who were fleeing before the enemy: “Are you 
discouraged? Do you want peace? Then return to 
your towns!” And they, women, old men, and child- 
теп, answered me: 


‘We have started to fight for our independence, 
we will continue, we will have to lose all before we 
live under the domination of those who humble us 
and destroy us.” 


I abhor war; I hate it, but for the independence 
of the country it is necessary to accept it. The Ameri- 
cans fought with abnegation to defend theirs; they 
themselves understand, deep in the bottom of their 
hearts, why we The [Anti-Imperialist] League 
asks us to deliver our arms, This is impossible to 
accept. And what confidence do we have in America, 
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in its Congress and in its antiannexationists? How 
can we place any confidence in them after all that 
has happened? Our arms are our only defense. Once 
ме deliver them we are at the mercy of our conquer- 
ors and our only remedy will be to accept their соп- 
ditions. 


Continue the defense of our ideal without falter- 
ing and without falling back; advocate constantly 
Independence and preach to all that they must be 
firm, that they must not be alarmed, but must work 
and fight with abiding faith. Victory is ours! Justice 
and right, which are on our side, will conquer. There 
is no other cry but this: 


“LONG LIVE INDEPENDENCE!" 


But Luna's patriotism and bravery were more than 
offset by his lack of restraint and by his excessive en- 
thusiasm. It is these qualities that made him the ene- 
my not only of the civil authorities, but also of some 
field commanders. Thus, Mabini, as early as March 7, 
1899, wrote Aguinaldo advising him not to offer Luna 
the post of Assistant Secretary of War “because this 
position requires knowledge of the office and organizar 
tion of the army, including the laws of war. (Lunal 
might bungle the organization, which might turn for 
the worse.” Mabini continued :* 


Tf [Luna] is unfit to command an army he is 


more unfit in the office because he is a despot. 1 


This is by way of reminder, for when I joined 
the government I made you understand that [Luna] 
did not know anything about the organization and 
management of the Department of War. 
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He is learned as a chemist and has a little un- 
derstanding of trenches, but he has no interest in 
politics and the laws. 


Luna's temper, which was terrible enough but 
made more insufferable by his insistence on the use of 
brute force even in cases which did not merit it, led the 
prominent members of the Cabinet to abhor his meth- 
ods. Mabini, in another letter to Aguinaldo, dated 
April 8, 1899; said: 


rm you that Don Baldomero [Aguinaldo] 
is insisting on his resignation as Secretary of War 
because he might quarrel with General Luna and that 
he might meet with misfortune owing to the denun- 
ciations he had been receiving. In my estimate of Don 
Baldomero I believe you should allow him to ex- 
change places with Don Mariano Trias, as he request- 
ed, because if the two [Luna and Baldomero] do not 
fight they will cause trouble which might lead to the 
frustration of the plans of each one of them and 
which will be prejudicial to our aspirations. 


As for me and the other Secretaries, although 
General Luna neither consults nor informs the Gov- 
ernment of his plans, we let it pass. May he give 
honor [to our country] as you hoped when you ap- 
pointed him. Under other circumstances, such pro- 
cedure would lead to the resignation of the Secre- 
taries; but we restrain ourselves so as not to increase 
the adversities through which our country is passing. 


This state of affairs is unfortunate, If something 
turns out well the honor belongs to him alone, which 
I wish him most sincerely. But if it turns out bad, 
if his plans result in disaster, the blame falls on us 
because we permitted the same. If our government 
were dictatorial in form and not constitutional it 
might be all right, because the responsibility would 
тем on you; but it seems to me that it is not wise 
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to change the form of government because the [for- 
eign] Powers might be led to believe by the Ameri- 
cans that when they captured Malolos our Govern- 
ment was dissolved. 


We do not expect him [Luna] to consult with 
the Government іп so far as his battle plans are con- 
cerned, but he should inform us of his plans regard- 
ing the civil population, the foreigners, and other 
matters concerned with the policy of war (politica de 
la guerra). For in this instance, as well as in the 
recruiting of men and the organization of the forces, 
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power other than to conduct his office and to take 
the place of the Secretary in the latter's absence. 


If an educated man does not understand his pow- 
ers, how much more the uneducated! 


Please make him understand these things in or- 
der to avoid a conflict, 


P.S.: It would be better if he could be removed. 


Luna was such an unpopular man that rumors of 


intrigues by and against him flew thick and fast. Ma- 
bini received an anonymous, undated letter from one 
who signed himself Un Americano, saying that the high 
officials of the government, including Aguinaldo, should 
watch out or they might be expelled by General Luna, 
who was allegedly a spy of the Spaniards. “Don’t for- 
get,” said the writer, “that Luna was an informer and 
owing to his denunciations Rizal, №. Adriano, Franco 
and others, were executed." The warnings, however, 
were not at all one-sided. Luna himself received an 
anonymous letter warning him of the plot against his 
life, the plotters being allegedly the annexationists. The 
anonymous letter, written on the day Luna was mur- 
dered, gains significance when one considers that the 
writer told Luna that he would be sent for and then 
murdered. “Beware, then, my dear General,” concluded 
the letter.* But Luna, like Caesar, went to his doom. 


Luna's iron discipline, compounded by a bilious 
temper, made him the scourge of the soldiers. There 
is no doubt that he meant well, but his methods were 
arbitrary and devoid of understanding. In his love of 
order and discipline, he had men and officers punished 


the Government should be consulted inasmuch as it 
provides the arms and subsistence. In the policy 

of war, the Chief of Operations is not responsibl 

but the Government. In view of this, he should obey 
the instructions he may receive. 


Earlier, on March 6, Mabini denounced Luna for his 
numerous abuses. Thus his letter to Aguinaldo" 


Many complaints have been received here owing 
to General Luna's abuses. It is said that he has a 
few days ago published a decree threatening those 
who disobeyed his orders with death by the firing 
squad without summary trial. In Bocaue, he ordered 
а Chinese shot to death without summary trial, and 
made his decree cover the province of Pampanga. 


To shoot to death without trial is dane to sol- 
diers, but a chief does not enforce it in a civilized 
t is done only among savages. Moreover, 
he has jurisdiction only over Polo, where he has his 
General Headquarters, and over those towns included 
їп the Manila Zone. 


Î am surprised Luna does not understand this: 
he had no executive power over Bulakan and Pam- 
panga, but to issue orders to the Military Officers 
of this Zone. 


As long as he is Chief of Operations, he is not 
the Director of War, snd even if he were he had no 


524 THE CRISIS OF THE REPUBLIC бет те ЛАТ ee 
were ordered disarmed by General Luna for insubordi- 
nation." In June, Luna ordered the arrest of Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Vitan, Major Leisan, and Captains Ricafort, 
Martinez Ibañez, and Quimzon for insubordination.” 
Thus, Luna, efficient and unbending, won not friends 
but enemies. Except for the officers, practically all 
were against him. 


severely. While at Kalumpit, Luna ordered the arrest 
and incarceration of more than a hundred men. In а 
letter dated at Kalumpit, April о, 1899, Pedro М. Liong- 
son, the Judge Advocate, wrote to the Secretary of War 
sending him a list of the men and officer ordered ar- 
rested by Luna and punished for misdemeanors he 
thought were violative of military discipline. The list of 
offenders included :” 
— > Added to the internal conflict in the command 
was the confusion among the officers regarding respon- 


opos ах сазе Б.в, | Remarks sibility. It was not uncommon for a subordinate of- 

^ Tos f ficer to answer for his acts to two or more senior of- 

Captain [Aniceto Manipon | Espionage | ficers. Such confusion led General Venancio Concep- 

ү» Francisco Cruz Robbery | ción, for instance, to complain to Luna that “I receive 

Civilian Perfecto Gregorio | Suspicion of | orders from the President, from you and General Mas- 

Tiburcio Само | Nera. cardo. Т do not know to whom to refer, my position 

Bartolome Мара ао. | being untenable." The demoralization in the ranks 

Civilian, [Pedro Inocencio |. do. | that resulted from this kind of set-up led to successive 

Militia, Pastor) Santos, |... do? | defeats in the field and to mutual recriminations that 
Civilian [Bernardino Са о | do ended with the death of Luna. 

Sandat» | 

{Sandata | DRIVEN FARTHER NORTH, LUNA ESTABLISHED HIS HEAD- 

режа АЫ RS quarters at Bayambang, Pangasinan, where he imme- 

О сарона Жу ИИА diately ordered the construction of trenches in prepa- 

Заза [йө васы „йа | tation for the coming battle with the enemy. On June 


4, Luna received a telegram purportedly from General 
Aguinaldo summoning him to Kabanatuan for а con- 


On April 14, Liongson sent another list of prisoners 


to the Secretary of War. There were 138 soldiers and ference. With a cavalry escort of nineteen men, Luna, 
one officer, namely, First Lieutenant Anacleto Mendo- with his staff composed of Colonel Francisco Roman, 
za, all of whom belonged to the Kawit Battalion. They Captain Francisco Licuanan, Colonel Simeon Villa, 


Captain Eduardo Rusca, and Captain José Bernal, went 
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to Bautista where they took a special train for Tarlac 
early in the morning of June 5. Arriving at Victoria, 
they mounted their horses and proceeded to Licab, Nue- 
үа Ecija, where they took a light breakfast. At the next 
town, Aliaga, Luna left instructions to his cavalry escort 
to remain in the town, and then boarded a carromata 
for Kabanatuan. With him were Captain Rusca and 
Colonel Roman, Two other carromatas were hired to 
bring the rest of the staff to their destination." Between 
1 and 2 o'clock in the afternoon of the same day, Luna 
arrived at Kabanatuan, but the two other carromatas 
were left behind owing to the damage suffered in wad- 
ing through a shallow river. Luna alighted from the 
carromata some distance from the convent of Kabana- 
tuan where Aguinaldo had his office and residence. He 
left word to his companions that he would be back 
at once after conferring with Aguinaldo, after which 
they could return to Tarlac the same afternoon. 


Entering the convent door, Luna noticed a sentinel 
who was surprised and so unnerved at seeing General 
Luna that he did not know what to do.“ 


“Don't you know what you are doing?” Luna 
barked at the sentinel. 


The poor man did not answer. Luna slapped him 
across the face and proceeded upstairs. Here his anger 
rose to a pitch when he saw the very man he hated = 
Felipe Buencamino. Told that General Aguinaldo had 
left that morning for San Isidro on his way to Tarlac, 
Luna allegedly insulted Buencamino and Aguinaldo. 


TRAGEDY AT KABANATUAN 527 


“My time has been wasted!” Luna cried with ex- 
treme bitterness. “Why call for me when he could not 
keep his appointment!” 


Hot words were exchanged between Buencamino 
and Luna. Meanwhile, the Presidential guards below 
were coming and going, whispering and making signs. 
Then a rifle shot rang through the hot summer day and 
Luna, who was waging a verbal battle with Buencami- 
no, furiously rushed down the stairs to investigate 
what the firing was all about. At the foot of the stairs, 
he confronted Captain Pedro Janolino, the same man 
whom he disarmed at Polo for insubordination, and 
shouted: “You fools, don’t you know how to handle а 
rifle?” Luna was beside himself with anger and Jano- 
lino, fearing that Luna meant to harm him, whipped 
his bolo and hacked Luna in the head. This action 
brought the members of the Kawit Company to the 
fray and cach stabbed and fired at the hapless general. 
Luna, badly wounded, retreated to the street, whipped 
out his pistol and fired, but missed owing to the blur- 
ring of his vision. Colonel Roman, seeing his chief be- 
g attacked, went down the carromata and came to the 
'scue of Luna, but he, too, was cut down by the fierce 
and relentless shots of the Kawit теп.“ Captain Rusca 
alighted from the carromata to give succor to his com- 
panions, but before he could take several steps а bullet 
hit him in the leg. He crawled to the church and was 
thus saved from the fury of the Presidential guards.“ 
Luna fell at the convent yard, muttering, “Cow. . ards! 
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Assassins!” He died gritting his teeth and clenching 
his fists." He received по less than forty wounds. 


Felipe Buencamino came out of the convent and 
asked the guards if anyone among them had been hurt. 
Then he said: “At last they are dead; go see the body 
and get all the papers from his pockets, especially 
the telegram. Don’t be afraid; we will take care of 
you,” At that moment, an old woman appeared at the 
window of the convent and shouted: “Why did you 
kill the General? Didn't you recognize him? You are 
all bad men !" The old woman was Aguinaldo's mother. 


Meanwhile, at 2:30 in the afternoon of the same 
day, General Venancio Сопсерсібп, who was at. his 
headquarters in Angeles, Pampanga, received a telegram 
notifying him that he, Aguinaldo, had taken over the 
command of all military operations in Central Luzon, 
that he had provisionally established his headquarters 
at Bamban, Tarlac, and that he would arrive at four 
in the afternoon to confer with him on matters per- 
taining to his Brigade and the state of the military op- 
erations. Before four that same afternoon, General 
Concepción, accompanied by his staff, went to the rail- 
road station, but owing to the failure of the train to 
arrive on time he returned to his headquarters to pre- 
pare the records of his office. At seven that evening, 
he was notified that Aguinaldo had arrived with a big 
force. He hurried to the railroad station and met Agui- 
naldo and his staff. On their way to his headquarters, 
he noticed General Gregorio del Pilar deploying his 
troops and placing sentinels around his headquarters. 
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Without even a by-your-leave, Del Pilar changed the 
guards with his own men. Turning to Aguinaldo, Del 
Pilar quietly said: “We can proceed now." 


At headquarters, Aguinaldo confronted General 
Concepción. 


“Why,” Aguinaldo asked, “did you not send me 
your reports about your Brigade?” 


“I have been sending them to the Secretary of 
War who, in turn, transmits them to the Government,” 
Concepción answered. 


“Do you recognize me as the General-in-Chief of 
all operations?” 


“Undoubtedly, my General.” 

“Why, then, did you disregard me?” 

“Never, my General; for if my communications 
were addressed to the Secretary of War it was because 
Т understood I was complying with orders.” 

“Don’t you know that I am the President of the 
Republic and General-in-Chief of its army?” 

“It is precisely because you hold both exalted posi- 
tions, my General, that it would be an act of insubor- 
dination on my part, punishable by the Military Code, 
were I to address myself directly to Your Excellency.” 

“Has any telegram been received at your head- 
quarters, sent by the General Headquarters to your 
Chief of Staff, advising him to render a report of the 
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occurrences in your Brigade to the office of the Captain- 
General?” 


“Yes, my General, and I fully entrusted its com- 
pliance to Lieutenant-Colone! Elviña of the Corps.” 

“Do you know if a conspiracy is being plotted by 
somebody?” 

“No, my General.” 

“Do you have any confidence in the Chiefs and 
officers of your brigade?” 

“Absolutely, my General.” 

“Very well. Issue the necessary orders for the ap- 
pearance at the Office of the Captain-General which, 
beginning tonight, I shall establish in this town, of all 


the Chiefs of your Brigade, with the greatest possible 
urgency and without letting this night pass.” 


Having complied with Aguinaldo's orders, Сопсер- 
сїбп'в officers, Colonel Cavestany, Lieutenant-Colonels 
Quirong and Cajanding, and Majors Vister, Cruz, Es- 
tanislao, and Ochoa, were placed under arrest and pro- 
hibited from communicating with any outsider pend- 
ing an investigation to be conducted regarding the al- 
leged plot against Aguinaldo. 


Ata little past nine o’clock the following morning, 
June 6, General Concepción received a ciphered tele- 
gram from Paterno announcing the death of General 
Luna the day before at Kabanatuan. He rushed to Gen- 
eral Aguinaldo and showed him the telegram. For 
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about five minutes, Aguinaldo remained speechless, 
surprise written all over his face. Finally, he said: 
“Please return to your headquarters. In the meantime, 
keep such a grave incident to yourself and order the 
presentation to the Office of the Captain-General of 
all forces armed with Mausers.”* 


That same day, General Concepción learned through 
the grapevine that General Aguinaldo had elevated 
Colonel Luciano San Miguel to the rank of Brigadier- 
General and that the latter had reviewed the troops 
that morning with the reminder that they should not 
take any orders except from the Captain-General and 
from him. The next day, Concepcién presented to the 
Office of the Captain-General two companies of the 
First Battalion armed with Mausers. They were 
promptly discharged on suspicion of having been 
friendly to the late General Luna. At the same time, 
Concepcién handed his resignation to Aguinaldo, but it 
was turned down. Since San Miguel had taken Con- 
серсібп'ѕ place, General Aguinaldo detailed the deposed 
general to the Office of the Captain-General, where he 
and his companions, Colonel Leyba and Colonel Hizon, 
меге known as “the punished ones.’ 


The official announcement of Luna's death was not 
made until June 8, when Secretary of the Interior Seve- 
rino de las Alas circularized the provincial chiefs an- 
nouncing the death of Luna and his aide-de-camp. Buen- 
camino then prepared a draft of another circular, to 
be signed by Secretary De las Alas, explaining the 
causes and events that led to the bloody murder of the 
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intrepid general. Buencamino later on denied he pre- 
pared the circular, but the original document is in his 
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own handwriting. It says:* 


1. Supplementary to my telegram of this date 
poe ee 2 of Sam Antonio Luna and 
that of his adjutant, Col. Francisco Roman, I must 
add that the causes of the deaths of said gentlemen 
are: (1) Insult to and assault upon the sentinel and 
guard at the house of the Honorable President of the 
Republic and (2) insult to and threat of death also 
against our said Honorable President. 


2. General Luna and his adjutant, Francisco 
Roman, had for а long time been committing abuses 
of power of so grave a nature that it is evident to 
the intelligent that they had a deliberate intention 
of forming а party to oppose our Honorable President. 


3. He several times issued proclamations of a 
general character to the entire Archipelago, їп his 
own name only and without the knowledge or author- 
ity of our Honorable President or of the Government, 
which constitutes a real usurpation of power and func- 
tions, аз you will see. 

4. He has many times ordered the shooting of 
countrymen and soldiers, without making any report 
to the Captain-General of the Army, who is our Hon- 
orable President, more than a hundred persons being 
his victims, by which acts of cruelty he has sown ter- 
ror in all towns. 


5, He has also taken troops from Calumpit in 
order to make civil war against General Mascardo, 
presenting an opportunity to our North American 
enemy to take that line of defense of the first order. 


6. Lately, he has given himself out as the Sec- 
retary of War, when he was only the Assistant Sec- 
retary, and then established the Department in Ва- 
yambang and organized the office without in any 
manner asking leave of our government ог Honor- 
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able President and enacting measures by himself in 

matters pertaining to the Department of the Treasury 

and of the Interior, as the last law on conscriptions, 

which has been causing so much inconvenience in the 

of the families in all the towns of this Archi- 
Jago. 


7. These acts show in an evident manner a delib- 
erate intention to usurp power, as against our Hon- 
orable President, an intention which has lately been 
confirmed by the arbitrary orders to arrest the Pres- 
ident of the Council as well as some Secretaries of 
the Government, for the purpose of putting others in 
their places, as is shown by his act of writing to 
various persons offering them cabinet portfolios, and 
by publishing in the newspaper called La Indepen- 

fencia, of which he is part owner and editor, that he 
was called to power to take the place of the present 
Government. 


8. The Honorable President has left nothing un’ 
done to reward the merits and services of General 
Luna. At the beginning he gave him the rank of Brig: 
adier-General_when he appointed him Director of 
War; а month and a half later he promoted him to 
General of Division, and recently after the battle of 
Sto. Tomas, on the 26th of April last, he promoted 
him to Lieutenant-General, in addition to always hav- 
ing granted his wishes and slightest suggestions that 
did not cause any prejudice to third persons, as, for 
example, the appointment of his brother, Don’ Joa- 
quin, as Lieutenant-Colonel of Military Administration, 


9. What more, then, could any one desire who 
was not General Luna? Less than a year from the 
time he was a simple citizen, he was promoted by 
our Honorable President to Licutenant-General in the 
national army. 


10. But without doubt ambition was stronger in 
said General than gratitude; hence, when he saw 
himself brought to such heights he attempted to climb 
higher until he should be above the one selected by 
God to redeem us from slavery under the foreigners 
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even though to attain his ambition it was necessary 
for him to employ terrorism and usurpation of po- 
wers, as he was doing the day of his death. 


11. Hence, when the sentinel and the guards 
were insulted by said General and also kicked and 
cuffed by him and even having had revolvers dis- 
charged) against them, not only by the General but 
also by his adjutant, Colonel Francisco Roman, being 
still more wrought upon by the gross insults and 
threats of death which both directed against the 
Honorable President, who, thank God, was absent in 
the field, the sentinel and other guards made use of 
their arms to repel the unjust aggression of General 
Luna and his adjutant both of them being instantly 
killed. 

Immediately thereupon, the Military Court took 
proper steps and is now conducting the preliminary 
investigation, the Government ordering that the 
bodies of the victims should be buried with all mili- 
tary honors. 


12. Colonel Francisco Roman disabled, by blows 
with a stick, a policemen of this town of Cabanatuan, 
and in the same manner one in the town of Aliaga, 
in addition to having committed many other abuses 
elsewhere. 


Such is the history of the lamentable event of the 
death of the two Filipinos. This is the opinion of 
the Government and these details are communicated 
to you in order that you and those you govern may 
have an exact idea of this unexpected and providen- 
tial event, and that absolute secrecy may be preserved 
as to foreign countries in this matter. It is desirable 
that you take care that in the territory under your 
jurisdiction there be no parties which may prejudice 
our enviable unity, which is the basis and origin of 
our strong resistance to the invading enemy. 


Probably because this rough draft of the circular 


was too strongly worded against the late general, 
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Secretary De las Alas toned down the phrases and de- 
Jeted several paragraphs which were obviously intended 
to malign the late General Luna. As issued by the Sec- 
retary of the Interior on June 13, 1899, the document 
reads :* 


Supplementary to my telegram of the 8th instant, 
making known the death of General Antonio Luna 
and of his aide, Colonel Francisco Roman, I must 
add that the causes of the deaths of these gentle- 
men were the insulting and assaulting of the senti- 
nel and guard of the сере of the Honorable Pres- 
ident of the Republic, and slurs directed against the 
person of the latter, who was at the time absent in 
the field. 


Therefore, the sentinel and the guards being in- 
sulted by the General and also kicked and cuffed 
by him and even having had revolvers discharged 
against them, not only by the General but also by 
his aide Colonel Francisco Roman, and being still 
much more wrought up over the gross insults and 
threats of death which both made against the Hon- 
orable President, who, thank God, was absent in the 
field, the sentinel and other guards made use of their 
arms to repel the unjust aggression cf General Luna 
and his aide and both of them were instantly killed. 


Immediately thereupon, the Military Court took 
the proper steps and is now conducting the prelimi- 
nary proceedings, and the Government decided 10 
have the burial take place with all military honors. 


Such is the history of the lamentable event of 
the death of General Luna and of his aide, an occur- 
rence which God has apparently permitted in order 
to prevent greater evils. 


God has so disposed surely for the good of the 
present and the future of the Philippines. Such is 
the public opinion on the subject, because said Gen- 
eral showed by his acts that he desired the Supreme 
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Power of the Nation; because being only an Assistant 
Secretary of War, without the authority of the Pres- 
ident of the Republic or of the Government, he issued 
orders in person in such delicate matters as the de- 
cree of expulsion of foreigners residing outside the 
radius of operations, and the law upon conscriptions 
which, without having legal value, it is true, caused 
and still causes serious inconvenience to the families 
of all the inhabitants of the Archipelago and many 
other things which it is unnecessary to mention. 


Such acts show the deliberate Purpose of usurp- 
ing the power of our Honorable President, а pur- 
pose lately confirmed by the arbitrary orders to ar. 
rest the President of the Council апа some Secretaries 
of the Government; said General did this оп his own 
account without consulting the will of anyone else 
and without orders from anybody. 


I communicate this to you in detail, in order 
that you and those under your government may have 
an exact statement of this unexpected and provident 
event, and that absolute secrecy may be maintained 
as to foreign countries in this connection, It is de 
sirable that you take care that in the territory under 
your jurisdiction there be по parties which may pre- 
judice our enviable unity which is the cause and ori 
gin of our strong resistance against the invading 
enemy. 


You will acknowledge due rec 
God preserve you many years, 
Cabanatuan, June 13, 1898. 


hereoé. 


The Secretary 
Soon after he learned of Luna’s death, Aguinaldo, 


on June 6, telegraphed all the military chiefs in the 


prov 
yan, 


vinces of Tarlac, Pangasinan, Ambos Ilocos, Caga- 


and Isabela, that he was taking active direction of 


the military operations and that he was establishing his 
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temporary headquarters at Bamban, Tarlac On June 
13, Aguinaldo ordered the Secretary of War to ask Joa- 
quin Luna, the late general's brother, to turn over all 
contributions he had collected to the Department of 
War“ The following day, the Secretary of War wrote 
General José Alejandrino asking him to take an inven- 
tory of Luna’s effects.” Three men, Fernando Ma. 
Guerrero, M. Fernandez, and another man whose sig- 
nature on the original documents is illegible, made 
the inventory and reported on the personal belongings 
of Luna.” 


Luna's death did not end the thirst for vengeance 


of those directly or indirectly affected by his Spartan 


pline and Prussian militarism. Aguinaldo, in a 


telegram dated at Tarlac, June 9, 1899, issued a decree 
ordering the arrest of General Luna's commissioners 
for alleged robbery.” The Bernal brothers, José and 
Manuel, who were Luna's aides, were treated cavalierly 
after the death of their general. On the morning of 
June 7, Captain Manuel Bernal left Bayambang for Da- 
gupan to inform Luna’s brothers, José and Joaquin, of 
the general’s death. An hour after his departure, Gen- 
eral Gregorio del Pilar and his troops arrived and im- 
mediately surrounded Luna's headquarters. Angel Ber- 
nal, youngest brother of Luna's aides, was disarmed, 
slapped, and jailed at the convent of Dagupan. Del 
Pilar proceeded to Dagupan and there arrested Captain 
Manuel Bernal. At the government house, he wes 
stripped of his uniform and military insignias and was 
later on bastinadoed until he fell unconscious. He and 


| 


538 THE CRISIS OF THE REPUBLIC 


his brother Angel were tightly guarded at the convent, 
and a few days later a certain Major Gatmaitan had 
Captain Manuel Bernal shot to death at the barrio of 
Bunuan.” Captain José Bernal, on the other hand, was 
tvansferred to Angeles, Pampanga, and here he was 
murdered by the soldiers of Colonel Servillano Aquino.” 


So great was the hatred and fear of Luna that some 
considered his death a blessing in disguise. Thus, the 
commander of Cagayan, Vicente Nepomuceno, in а let- 
ter to the Secretary of the Interior on July 18, main- 
tained that the death of Luna was “providential” in 
the sense that it “saved this newly born Republic from 
future civil wars which would seriously preju the 
progress of the country." And Mabini, then hiberna- 
ting at Rosales, Pangasinan, wrote Galicano Apacible in 
Hong Kong on July 25:" 


Between us while Т regret and disapprove of the 
violent death of Luna, his disappearance banished 
the danger which was menacing. Luna aspired a great 
deal, convinced perhaps that he was better educated 
than Puno [Aguinaldo] ; and if he had not done any- 
thing, it was because he had not yet acquired the 
necessary prestige to put himself face to face with 
Puno, It was for this reason that he aspired to the 
Presidency of the Council as Secretary of War. ‘The 
confidence that Puno had їп him had contributed 
а great deal to feed his ambition; for inasmuch as 
Puno gave him a free hand he thought that he could 
manage the President as an automaton. But as T 
know Puno it would not be a risky thing to suppose | 
that had Luna secured what he wanted there would 
have occurred a division which would have annihilated — 
us. 
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That Aguinaldo reposed confidence and faith in 
Luna is beyond cavil. That Бе secretly feared Luna 
might become so strong and popular as to bring about 
а coup d'etat is probable, despite Aguinaldo’s later 
remonstrance to the contrary,* for toward the end of 
May 1899, he sent letters to his generals who had been 
with him since 1896 pointing out that he was in mortal 
danger and consequently relied on their loyalty. Gen- 
eral Makabulos was one of those who received such 
communication." There is no strong evidence to show 
that Aguinaldo had anything to do with Luna’s death, 
but there is ample circumstantial evidence to show that 
the men around him were interested in having Luna 
liquidated. 


Fourteen: 


THE LONG TREK 


HE LIQUIDATION ОР GENERAL ANTONIO LUNA IN 
1899 showed up the primary weakness of the 
Filipino Army, namely, that discipline, so neces- 
sary in any concerted movement, was a myth that no- 
body except the slain general believed in. With his 
death, demoralization set in and the reprisals against 
those who were intimately or even remotely connected 
with him led to indifference among his sympathizers 
to the cause for which they were fighting. Not long 
after the bloody incident, many army officers surren- 
dered to the enemy and thus made it difficult for Agui- 
naldo to maintain his army intact. It is not, however, 
suggested that Luna’s death was the direct cause of the 
Filipino debacle, but certainly it contributed to the 
failure of the Filipino armed forces to stem the Ameri- 
can tide or at least to inflict so serious a damage to 
540 
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the enemy as to augment his difficulties. Luna, had he 
lived, might not have succeeded for long in halting the 
American advance, what with the quality and number 
of field pieces and the poor discipline of the army, but 
the boldness of his plans and the personal influence 
he exercised over the bulk of his men would probably 
have had a deleterious effect on the American morale, 
on the one hand, and would have inspired the Filipinos 
to fight more relentlessly and fearlessly, on the other. 


As it was, Aguinaldo, surrounded by a Cabinet 
that was at best half-hearted in their protestation of 
patriotism and at worst fearful for their personal and 
material safety, now found himself a released captive 
without any proper guidance save his instincts. The 
enemy made extensive preparations to trap his forces. 
Otis, knowing that Aguinaldo's army was in front of 
MacArthur's at Angeles, Pampanga, conceived a broad 
plan in which MacArthur's division would pin down 
Aguinaldo in the town and then outflank him by an 
encircling force in order to cut off his retreat to the 
mountains in the north. The topography of the Cen- 
tral Plains was advantageous for such a movement, 
Otis, desiring his trap to be secure, contemplated send- 
ing a force down to Lingayen Gulf near Dagupan to 
seal off Aguinaldo’s retreat. At this stage, MacArthur 
was to force Aguinaldo to move north into the waiting 
arms of the American forces." 


On October 12, 1899, the American offensive be- 
gan at San Fernando, Pampanga, by attacking the Fil- 
Їріпо forces at Arayat. A cable ferry was then con- 
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structed over the Rio Grande and the Americans crossed 
the river toward San Isidro on the 18th. Cabiao was 
taken on the same day and on the 19th General Grego- 
rio del Pilar’s forces at San Isidro were routed. Over- 
coming the problems of supply and transportation, the 
enemy proceeded to Kabanatuan where they expe- 
rienced more hardships owing to the destruction of the 
bridges by the flood” By this time, Aguinaldo had 
transferred the capital of the Republic from Tarlac 
to Bayombong, Nueva Vizcaya. News of this retreat 
led the American commanders to rush to the north 
to block Aguinaldo's passage to his new provisional cap- 
ital. On November 8, the American cavalry, aided by 
the Macabebe scouts, pushed forward to San José, Nue- 
va Ecija, and captured the official and private papers 
of General Mariano Llanera. A captured document 
signed by Aguinaldo ordered the construction of a road 
through Tayug, Pangasinan, to Bayombong. This gave 
the Americans an inkling of his intentions. According- 
ly, a column was dispatched to Tayug and another to 
Caranglan, a town some eighteen miles northeast of 
San José. The thrust against Tayug bore fruit, for 
the Filipino printing press was captured, together with 
270,000 pounds of rice, 3,000 pounds of sugar, 25,000 
pounds of salt, 1,000 pounds of coffee, 4,000 ball 
cartridges, and documents consisting of letters and 
orders.’ From Tayug, the Americans moved on to San 
Manuel and Asingan, Pangasinan, in order to establish 
contact with another American column. But their ef- 
forts were not rewarded for they were in complete 
ignorance of Aguinaldo's whereabouts. 


у 
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Aguinaldo was at this time ir Bayambang and had 
successfully eluded the enemy. On November 13, 1899, 
he held a council of war with Generals Venancio Con- 
cepcién and José Alejandrino and other lesser officers, 
in order to decide what steps to take in the light of the 
military situation that had definitely deteriorated. The 
council decided that in view of the untenability of the 
Filipino position, the remaining forces be divided into 
small bands for the purpose of engaging the enemy in 
irregular combats.’ Having made the decision, Agui- 
naldo, accompanied by his wife, son, mother, sister, the 
Secretaries of the Interior, Treasury and Foreign Rela- 
tions, Colonel Leyba, Colonel Manuel Sityar, and Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels Topacio and Quesada, that night 
boarded the train for Calasiao. Here they disembarked 
at midnight and proceeded at once to Sta. Barbara in 
order to evade the American pursuit party sent to get 
him at any cost. They reached the town at three in 
the morning and at daylight they were joined by a 
mixed battalion under Lt. Col. José Joven and by Gen- 
eral Gregorio del Pilar’s brigade. There were now 1,200 
armed men in the party.’ Traversing the dense forest, 
they reached Manaoag at dawn of November 15. Here 
Aguinaldo ordered his small force divided into two 
columns, with General Del Pilar commanding the van- 
guard and Colonel Montenegro the rear guard. They 
Marched to Pozorrubio and passed the night here with- 
‘out food except sugar-cane juice” 


Meanwhile, General Young, on November 13, sent 
û cavalry troop to Manaoag with orders to proceed to 
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San Fabian in order to establish contact with Generai 
Wheaton who had up to that time failed to join up with 
Young's unit. This cavalry passed through Manaoag in 
the afternoon of November 13 before Aguinaldo’s de- 
parture that night for Calasiao. The following day, 
when Aguinaldo was leaving Calasiao, Young pushed 
toward Binalonan and directed Major Swigert to march 
to Pozorrubio, control of which would place the Amer- 
icans in a position to block the northern passage to 
the Benguet Mountains. Fortunately for Aguinaldo, 
Major Swigert’s guide followed the road to Manaoag, 
instead of proceeding at once to Pozorrubio At five in 
the afternoon of November 14, Swigert's column ran 
into Aguinaldo's rear guard and a light skirmish fol- 
lowed leading to the retreat of the Filipino troops. 
Young was annoyed at the failure of his troops to head 
for Pozorrubio, an error that led to Aguinaldo's es- 
cape’ At almost the same time, Aguinaldo, who had 
heard of the presence of the Americans nearby 

to march at once for Alava. Skirting the woods in order 
not to be detected by the enemy, the party proceeded 
Rosario where General Tinio’s troops announced that” 
the Americans were pursuing them. Unmindful of the 
heavy rains, wind and cold, they continued their marş 
through a mountainous area where the deep mud added 
to their difficulties. They arrived at the Famy settlement 
at eight in the evening and there they built a fire 
huddled close together to warm themselves." The 
lowing morning, Lt-Col. José Joven, an officer of 
rear guard, arrived to report that his column had 
skirmish with the Americans at Manaoag and that 
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had only seventeen men with him, the rest having dis- 
persed after the skirmish. Aguinaldo immediately or- 
dered the party 10 move on. Tired and hungry, they 
reached Tubao at four in the afternoon and spent ihe 
night there uneasily for fear of being surprised by the 
Americans." General Young was actually sixty hours be- 
hind, but he pursued Aguinaldo with bull-dog tenacity. 
By November 19, Aguinaldo was already at Naguilian, 
where he received the news that the enemy had taken 
Sto. Tomas and had proceeded to Aringay, La Union. 
Aguinaldo determined to move much faster now, for 
the Americans, who had already captured his mother, 
son Miguel, and Felipe Buencamino, at Mangatarem, 
were doubling their efforts to overcome the distance 
between them in the hope that with the capture of the 
elusive Filipino leader the conflict could be ended at 
once.” The remaining women, Leyba's sisters and Agui- 
naldo's sister and wife, decided to continue the trek. 
The party arrived at Balaoan in the night of November 
19 after a continuous journey from San Fernando, La 
Union. After a fitful night, they started once more over 
undulating terrain without food, arriving at Tirad Pass 
on November 23." General Gregorio del Pilar, noticing 
the peculiar terrain of the place, decided to make his 
Jast stand here in order to delay the onrush of the 
enemy and so give Aguinaldo sufficient time to make 
good his escape to the north." The trail leading to the 
Pass was so narrow that it allowed only one man at a 
time to clamber up the mountain, Pasong Tirad, as it 
was and is known to the people in the area, was 4,500 
feet high and the rise was extremely rapid. Del Pilar 
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ordered his sixty men to build trenches on both should- 
ers of the Pass where they could see the movement of 
the enemy below. Leaving his men temporarily to 
guard the Pass, Del Pilar hurried to overtake Aguinal- 
do and his party. He found them resting at Angaki. 
At ten that morning of November 30, the party once 
more moved on, this time over the mountain, with Cer- 
vantes as their destination. The town was beautiful 
and had plenty of food, so Aguinaldo decided to stay 
there for a rest and to have trenches constructed at 
points of entry. Early in the morning of December 1, 
General Del Pilar asked Aguinaldo's permission to Te 
turn to Tirad Pass and join his men. Permission was 
granted and the young general returned to his post 
as commander of Aguinaldo's rear guard. At ten 
o'clock that night, Aguinaldo received Del Pilar’s 
port that the Americans had entered Concepción, 
town overlooking the Pass." i 


Major March was now ordered to pursue 
naldo. Owing to the difficulty of the passage to 
north, each American soldier was limited to M 
rounds of ammunition. With a force of about 
men, March proceeded from Candon, Ilocos Sur, 
the afternoon of November 30, guided by an Il 
Januario Galut. They reached Sto. Tomás by event 
but March, in his eagerness to catch up with Арий 
do, ordered his men to proceed to Salcedo, In й 
darkness of the night the long file of men ti 
along the trail, waded small streams, and flout 
in mudholes. They learned that Aguinaldo and 
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party had passed the same trail five days before and 
were proceeding to Cervantes by way of Tirad Pass. 
March’s men arrived at Concepción the following day, 
December 1. Here March received the news that the 
Filipinos were posted to defend the Pass. He surveyed 
the terrain and found that the Pass was a tortuous 
trail so narrow and steep that climbing it could be 
done only with extreme difficulty. A barricade in the 
form of a huge boulder stood guard at the summit of 
the Pass. March was ignorant of the strength of 
Aguinaldo's rear guard, but he calculated that it must 
be less than 150 men. He noticed, too, that the trail 
climbed from Concepción in two difficult stages to a 
village known as Lingay. Situated some 2,000 feet 
above the sea, the village commanded a view of the 
lowlands. The narrow Pass began at a point a few 
hundred yards beyond Lingay and zigzagged danger- 


ously up the mountain side to a height of about 4,500 
feet." 


In preparation for the difficult task ahead, March 
rested his men at Concepción and then sent a company 
to Lingay to occupy it. Galut, the guide, described the 
undertaking as fraught with dangers, particularly be- 
cause there was no water in the area. Thirteen hours 
at the least were required to traverse the distance 
from the beginning of the Pass to the summit of the 
mountain and on to the other side, which was Angaki. 
Early in the morning of December 2, three companies 
of March's battalion commenced the climb to Lingay, 
pushing through steep inclines, on to the edge of the 
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tense American fire, the “statuesque figures on the 


ridge and terraces of rice fields, across a stream, and 
rock exhibited no sign of alarm.” " 


up again to the top of the plateau where Lingay was 
perched. Meanwhile, a company and some scouts had 
preceded the main bulk of the battalion to the first 
difficult steps of the Pass. March's column entered 
Lingay and was promptly met by whining bullets 
coming from the defenders atop the Pass. The ad- 
vance column had gone only about 300 feet up the 
trail when they were subjected to the intense fire of 
the Mausers. The Americans, realizing that they were 
fully exposed, immediately sought cover in the cross- 
cuts of the zigzag trail. They were pinned down to 
where they sought shelter, for an advance would make 
them sitting ducks. March then ordered Captain Jen- 
kinson and Lieutenant McClelland to Ісай а company 
across the rice-fields along the right side of the trail. 
This flanking movement had for its purpose the deter- _ 
mination of the position and location of the Filipino 
defenders. As the Americans moved to the right side 
of the trail, the Filipinos watched them nonchalantly, 
holding their fire in order to wait for a better opportu- 
nity to mow them down. Jenkinson crossed the rice | 
fields without being bothered and, seeing the way clear, 
waved his hat to his men to make them follow him. _ 
Below the Pass, the Americans could not see the dev 
fenders at the top, but those stationed at Lingay could | 
see some of the uniformed men atop the boulder rais 
ing their rifles and shooting at the advancing enemy. 
A short exchange of fire followed with apparently no 
significant damage to both sides. In spite of the im 


Jenkinson had so far not succeeded in locating the 
Filipino defenders. March, seeing Јепкіпѕоп'ѕ awk- 
ward position, sent two companies around the hills 
leaving the horses at a safe place about 1,000 yards 
from the defenders. From this vantage point, March 
saw the ideal defensive position of the Filipinos who, 
unafraid of the advancing enemy, peered over the rocks 
and blazed away at them.  Stealthily, an American 
company crept up to about a hundred yards of the 
defenders, while another company pressed closer in 
front. Then two more companies were sent to press 
the flanks of the defenders. As far as March could see, 
there was no sign whatsoever that the Filipinos were 
worried, nor was there any indication that they would 
take to their heels or would surrender. “It was,” in 
the words of an American correspondent covering the 
battle, “an exhibition of cool, deliberate nerve which 
was new to the Americans.” ™ 


March, seeing an open space between where he 
left the horses and the beginning of the steep ascent 
to the Pass, rushed his soldiers across the open space 
but was met with a hail of bullets coming directly 
above them, He was stopped in his tracks. But Jen- 
kinson and his company had gone some distance up 
the trail and were then planning to charge the defend- 
ers, McClelland led the charge, the men shouting and 
Cheering as they rushed toward the Filipino defenders, 
but the latter met them with incessant fire and the 
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cheering stopped. A group of American soldiers led 
by Sergeants Smith and Hughes followed McClelland, 
but the volleys from the top felled Hughes, and in 
another minute four others went down. Three more 
American soldiers ventured into the open. Two fell 
dead and the third was struck by a flying stone. 
Two soldiers, wanting a medal of honor, ran into the 
open and met death instead. Under the circumstances, 
March ordered Lt. Dean Tompkins and Lieutenant True 
to take a company and scale the heights. It was about 
half past eight in the morning. The two American 
officers avoided the defenders’ fire by marching slow- 
ly and stealthily down the trail. Reaching where the 
trail commenced, the company swung up the ravine 
and disappeared from the view of their comrades seek- 
ing the protection of the ledge beneath the Filipinos” 
position, Several hours passed and the men at the 
ledge, not hearing from Tompkins and True, began to 
waver and lose hope. It was now past eleven o'clock 
and the tropical sun was mercilessly beating down 
upon the bodies of the dead and the wounded. Then 
firing was heard above. It became intense and the 
Americans below knew that the tide had turned in 
their favor. The Krags and the Mausers could be 
heard distinctly at first, then the Krags gave out fre- 
quent and louder reports. Little by little, the Maus 
sers lost their voices. March, followed by his men, 
surged up the trail and scrambled over the boulder 
that moments before was the impregnable fortress of 
the Filipino defenders. The sixty Filipinos and their 
young general stood their ground and threw every- 
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thing they had, but the enemy, now swarming all over 
the place, had the situation well in hand. Del Pilar, 
wounded in the shoulder, strove to escape by the nar- 
row trail, but as he mounted his white steed a Krag 
rifle rang out through the mid-day air and felled him 
with a fatal bullet that passed through his neck. The 
Americans then rushed headlong and captured the 
soldier holding the reins of Del Pilar’s horse. No one 
among the Americans knew the identity of the fallen 
general, but when they saw his insignias they fell to 
looting the dead body for souvenirs. Said the Amer- 
ican correspondent on the spot :” 


The souvenir fiend was at once at work, and the 
body was stripped of everything of value, from the 
diamond ring to the boots. А pair of handsome field- 
glasses, with an attachment which determined the 
ee, for the riflemen, was turned over to Captain 
Jenkinson by one of the men. Three little gold lock- 
ets hung around his neck—one with an enamel repre- 
sentation of a saint in it; another а purely ornament. 
al one, and the last a small Agnus Dei, He wore sil- 
ver spurs, shoulder-straps of gold, and a new khaki 
suit, such as all the higher Filipino officers wear. 
He carried no sword. In one of his pockets was an 
American twenty dollar gold piece, which he had 
shown to me when he was in Manila with a peace em- 
bassy some months before, 


Del Pilar’s body was left by the roadside for two days 
until its odor forced some Igorots to cover it with 
dirt.” In his diary, which Major March retrieved, Del 
Pilar had written under date of December 2: 
General has given me the pick of all the men that can 
be spared and ordered me to defend the pass. I realize 
What a terrible task has been given те. And yet I feel 


“The 
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that this is the most glorious moment of my life. What Exhibiting his “wounded” leg, the ingenious officer 
1 do is done for my beloved country. No sacrifice can told his superior officer he could no longer continue 
be 100 great.” * йю trek and consequently suggested that he be sent 

That afternoon, at about five, a certain Tenyente аск to Cervantes. He was successful in his ruse and 
Tiago came galloping to Aguinaldo's camp іп Cervan- soon he joined his inamorata in Cervantes. 
tes and announced the death of Del Pilar at Tirad The next few days were days of extreme hard- 
Pass. “АП of us,” said Sergeant Leandro Paz in his ships. Aguinaldo and his party kept marching through 
diary, “shed bitter tears and all wanted to fight the streams, rills, and steep mountain passes until they 
Americans.” * reached Banane settlement on December 7. Here they 
2 Ы А stayed for about а week and оп the 16th Aguinaldo 
sn LE үе снага called a meeting of the council composed of Colonels 
in the evening the party left for Cayan settlement, Sityar and Paez, Majors Jeciel and Gatmaitan, and 
which they reached at midnight. But the thought of Captain Julian del Pilar. Aguinaldo explained their 
the pursuing Americans hot on their trail forced Agui- predicament and pointed out that they were sur- 
inaldo to'continue’ the’ march through ер лона rounded оп all sides by hostile forces: Americans in 
sées.) The cold wind chilled them until theix lig front and behind them and savage mountain people 
E ai рр broad che A all around. “What shall we do?” he asked his council. 
until they reached Bagnen the following day. After a Seco yila suggested that the women be sent 
short rest, the trek continued until they reached Bon- ack to Manila, for they were an obstacle to their rapid 
toc on the 4th. A captain, unable to take more punish- march, and that they immediately leave the place and 
mest thin’ what he had already experienced (ona set out for Abra to join forces with General Manuel 
himself before his men and dared them to call him a Тіпіо. АП approved the suggestion, and at 10:45 the 
coward for refusing to continue any further. Then he following morning they began their ascent of Mt. Polis 
instigated his men to complain so they would be al- until night overtook them at a narrow pass. By the 
Towed to go to greener pastures, but: they refused, time they reached the narrow pass, they were all weak, 
saying that he wanted them to take the blame for re- their breathing laborious, and their thirst intense. 
fusing to go ahead. The captain, however, was not From where they stopped for a little rest, they could 
discouraged. The following day, he took a piece of not see the sky, for the leafy mountain trees covered 
meat, salted it profusely and tied it to his leg. The salt their view of the heavens. Using the fallen branches of 


bit into his skin and soon a large wound developed. trees to help them feel their way, they groped in the 
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darkness to avoid falling into the precipice that yawned Saeedin бана maidens: te РК 
beside the 18-inch wide path. Crawling like snails, they of every patriot who loves his country.” 

continued their nocturnal journey into the wilderness 
unmindful of their thirst and hardships and the weari- 
ness of mind and body. They had one dominating pur- 
pose: to create a big distance between them and the 
enemy. At ten that night, they reached the summit of 
the mountain and for the first time since night blurred 
their vision they saw the firmament agleam with lumin- 


The party secured some sweet potatoes and cooked 
them for breakfast. Aguinaldo, who a few days before 
had thought of sending back the women to Manila, 
now called them aside and told them of his plan. 
Leaving the troops at Ambayuan, Aguinaldo and a small 
party went to Talubin. The women, escorted by some 
officers, followed later. Here they rested, but on the 
ous stars. Tired and hungry, they lay down on the 24th Aguinaldo received the information that the Amer- 
ground, feeling the intense cold that made them shiver ican'pursuit party was at Bontoc, two hours away from 
and their teeth chatter. But fatigue wore them out Talubin. Aguinaldo decided that the women should 
and soon they all fell asleep on the naked ground. remain in Talubin and allow themselves to be captured 
They had not slept long when, at two in the morning, by the enemy. He designated Colonel Sityar and Colo- 
Aguinaldo woke them up and ordered another long and nel Paez to remain with the women and to conduct 
weary march. The men jumped to their feet to find them to Manila. The parting was sad, but Aguinaldo 
their clothes soaked with dew. Up at the summit, they indful only of his duty, marched with his men out of 
caught a glimpse of the beautiful dawn and, witnessing Yalubin. Mid-way between Talubin and Ambayuar 
the beauty of Nature, they somehow recovered the Aguinaldo stopped near a stream as if lost in thought, 
courage that had been threatening to escape them™ then suddenly turned to Dr. Villa and Dr. Barcelona. 


The march was now easy, for it was downhill, 
They arrived at Ambayuan that morning at seven, and 
the women, worn out and haggard, seated themselves 
on the ground. Hunger and weariness were written on 


"1 have changed my mind,” he said decisively. “I 
want the women to be with us.” He designated Villa 
to return to Talubin to fetch the women. 


their pale faces, but nevertheless they kept smiling andl ч ан terak er ie Renh fom polar 
i the morale of the by brave words. сапар y 
Шр ЛИЕ E E TON DONAA ЕВА ican pursuit party was at Talubin expecting the sur- 
We would rather suffer,” they said, keeping up render of the women. At this critical point, Aguinaldo 
a bold front, “than be placed under the dominion of finally decided to leave his family behind, to be 


the Americans.” escorted to Manila by Sityar and Paez. At half past 


556 THE CRISIS OF THE REPUBLIC 


two in the morning of Christmas Day, the women, with 
their escorts, marched off to Talubin to present them- 
selves to the Americans. Aguinaldo and his party then 
returned to Banane and decided that since their pursu- 
ers were in front and behind them the only logical step 
to take was to continue their journey and fight the 
Americans if they encountered them. It was decided 
that in the event contact was made with the Americans 
they would break their columns to give them opportuni- 
ty to “pass out toward the mountains in the north.” 
Then Aguinaldo, desiring to gauge his men’s loyalty to 
him, asked: “Do you swear not to abandon те?” The 
soldiers cried to a man that they would rather die than 
abandon him.” 


The Aguinaldo party was now composed of the 
following : 


Presidential Aides: Major Raymundo С. Jeciel and 
Lt, Telésforo Carasco. 


Chief of the Health Department: Dr. Santiago 
Barcelona. 


Subinspector of Military Hospitals: Dr. Simeon 
Villa. 


Commanding Officer of the Troops: Major Geró- 
nimo Gatmaitan. 


First Company of First Bulakan Battalion: Lt, 
Teodoro Dayao, Lt. Vicente Morales, and forty-nine 
soldiers. 
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Second Company оў First Bulakan Batallion: Lt. 
Santiago Catindig and twenty-seven soldiers. 


Sixth Company of First Bulakan Battalion: Capt. 
Julian del Pilar, Lt. Lucio Valentin, and eighteen 
soldiers. 


Fifth Company of First Ilocos Sur Battalion: Lt. 
Sulfurio Luna, Lt. Leoncio Alejandrino, and thirty- 
three soldiers. 


Bureau of Military Supplies: Lt. Braulio de la 
Cruz and Lt, Anselmo Subido (attached). 


TOTAL: one field officer, eleven line officers, 
and 107 men, 


The remaining days of December 1899 were spent 
in continuous trek. Hunger was temporarily quenched 
by digging out sweet potatoes and eating them raw for 
there was not much time to cook. After days and 
nights of hunger and thirst, weariness, nausea, and 
laborious breathing the little party left the mountains 
behind them and came upon the plains of Isabela and 
Nueva Vizcaya. To the party, the long nightmare was 
over. There was, however, one minor problem they had 
to face. They were ignorant of the place and therefore 
needed a guide. They consequently hunted for an Igorot 
who could lead them to the new land. Fortunately, 
they found one and to prevent him from escaping Dr. 
Barcelona tied a rope around his neck, hands, feet, 
and waist. Now they marched with a light heart, sing- 
ing softly, and jubilantly keeping step as if they had 
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discovered heaven on earth. They arrived at the town 
of Escaris where the townsfolk feted them royally. 
Here they received the news that two Americans with 
a Chinese guide were at the town of Carig not far away, 
and Aguinaldo, taking advantage of the situation, sent 
a flying column to capture the Americans and the 
Chinese, The Americans tried to be friendly with the 
Filipino troops but took to their heels when ordered 
to surrender their arms. They were shot dead and 
their Chinese guide was arrested, tried and executed. 


On February 5, 1900, Aguinaldo received the news 
that General Daniel Tirona, in charge of the Filipino 
forces in Cagayan, had surrendered to the enemy. The 
surrender was due, according to Villa, to the “infamy, 
cowardice, and shamelessness of General Tirona” who, 
the informer alleged, acted as personal servant of an 
American captain in order to ingratiate himself with 
the enemy. Tirona was reported to have washed the 
dishes, dusted the captain’s writing table, secured the 
best meals for the American captain, shined his shoes, 
and otherwise performed the job of a major-domo. 
The people who witnessed his surrender and his menial 
attitude cursed him, called him a “thief of the blackest 
dye, a man of dishonor, a coward” and many other 
unprintabie epithets. Even the friars and the Spanish 
officers, it was alleged, on learning that Tirona and 
his officers would embark for Manila with them, cried 
out in protest : “Away with the dishonorable officers!" 
“Away with the thieves! Away with them lest we kill 
them!" Aguinaldo learned to his sorrow that when 
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Colonel Leyba and Dr. Villa, then inspector of military 
hospitals, left Cagayan in mid-1899, General Tirona 
and his men “dedicated themselves to the traffick or 
trade in rice, tobacco, salted fish, matches” and other 
necessities, and monopolized the business. As a result, 
it was alleged that the prices of commodities 
soared: a cavan of rice rose to P25.00; salt to P25.00 
а сауап; and petroleum to P25.00 a case. So lucrative 
was the monopoly that Tirona was reported to have 
amassed a fortune of P204,000 in nine months, while 
his officers got something like P25,000 for the same 
period. Another report came in to the effect that 
during the time Tirona was governor of Cagayan a 
dastardly robbery was committed in the house of a 
wealthy Cagayan citizen, the lost articles consisting of 
jewelry and cash. Tirona made no effort to bring the 
culprit to justice. Two months after the robbery, the 
people of the town saw Tirona wearing the stolen 
jewels and consequently suspected that he had master- 
minded the robbery. 


Tirona was notorious as the primary cause of 
Bonifacio’s discontent at the elections held at Tejeros, 
Cavite, on March/22, 1897, when he proposed, contrary 
to a gentlemen’s agreement, that the position of Secre- 
tary of the Interior to which Bonifacio was elevated, 
be given instead to an educated man from Cavite. The 
result was a split in the ranks of the Katipunan and 
the execution of Bonifacio and his brother. 


Not all was bleak for the men, however. Having 
now rested and recovered their health, they amused 
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themselves by holding horse races in the afternoon, 
with the horse of one officer pitted against that of 
another. Life for them began at five in the morning 
when everybody was up and about; breakfast was 
served at seven, followed by routine duties. Luncheon 
was served at high noon, followed by rest from one to 
three. At 3:30 the races were held, and at 6:00 dinner 
was served. This routine was disturbed when one day 
they received the news that the Americans had arrived 
at the población. In a moment's notice, they left Еѕса- 
ris and marched toward Abra. The fatigue and sick- 
ness, augmented by the forced march in the rain and 
under the burning sun, made Aguinaldo exclaim in 
desperation: “What a costly thing is independence! 
Now we are suffering!” But the men, upon hearing 
their chief, shouted: “Hurrah for independence !” 


The party was at the border of Abra and Cagayan. 
when Aguinaldo celebrated his thirty-first birthday. 
There were patriotic speeches and music from the 
musikong bumbong. In the early days of April, Agui- 
naldo was informed by a new arrival, Captain Pauel, 
that some officers of the Tinio brigade had surrendered 
to the enemy, among them Major Joaquin Natividad. 
Contact with General Tinio was made on April 12, and 
the latter rendered his report on the guerrilla activi- 
ties of the Ilocano irregular troops. Aguinaldo urged 
Tinio to prosecute the guerrilla warfare relentlessly 
and at the same time ordered the maintenance of strict 
discipline. At one time, he ordered two sergeants 
stripped of their insignias for playing monte. 
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The trek from place to place continued for many 
more days and nights until, on May 22, they found 
themselves in Cagayan again. They inched closer to 
Isabela and established their headquarters at Tierra 
Virgen, seeing to it that their whereabouts was kept a 
secret. Aguinaldo now issued a series of orders to his 
field commanders regarding the conduct of the guer- 
rilla warfare. To Mariano Alhambra, he issued a cir- 
cular on June 27, 1900, ordering him to attack any 
town, in cooperation with Captains Calixto Villacorta 
and Teodorico Novicio, where Americans were en- 
camped. The purpose of such attacks was to “shut 
off the Caraballo from the enemy.’* In another cir- 
cular of the same date, Aguinaldo gave Captain Calixto 
Villacorta the following instructions :” 


As 1 have previously ordered that all the chiefs 
of guerrillas should have free rein to attack any de- 
tachment or post of the enemy and harass him con- 
tinually, again I reiterate the same order, the more 
because during these days its execution is very пес- 
essary to favor the cause of independence of the 
Philippines in the coming presidential election in the 
United States of America which will take place dur- 
ing the first days of September of the present year; 
therefore, it is very necessary that before that day 
comes, that is to say, during the months of June, 
July and August, we should inflict heavy blows upon 
the Americans, which will echo everywhere ia our 
favor and cause the downfall of the imperialistic par- 
ty which labors for our slavery. Besides this, you 
must endeavor, with all urgency, to agree and com- 
bine with Señores Alhambra and Teodorico Novicio, 
on an attack on the pueblos deemed advisable, such 
as Caranglan and Salazar, making the same in such 
manner that it shall have the desired result. 


562 THE CRISIS OF THE REPUBLIC 


After this maneuver you will go with your re- 
spective columns into the province of Isabela, imme- 
diately shutting off the entrance to Mount Caraballo 
to impede the passage of the enemy in case the out- 
come of the attack is not as expected and you can- 
not take the aforesaid pueblos. You will plan the 
march to this province of Isabela by passing through 
settlements of places that do not present obstacles 
10 your arrival. 


The total number of American forces detached 
in this province is 100, distributed as follows: Duj 

70; Bamban, 10; Solano, 10; Bagbag 10. Therefore, 

іп the provinces of Isabela and Cagayan there is по 

detachment with more than 100 each. 

In the same tenor, Aguinaldo issued circulars to 
General Makabulos* and to General Artemio Ricarte, 
the purpose being to synchronize the guerrilla warfare 
in such a way as to influence the results of the presiden- 
tial election in the United States. It is to be noted, 
however, that Aguinaldo, in ordering increased guer- 
rilla activity, impressed upon his men the necessity of 
treating the enemy in a civilized way. Thus his instruc- 
tions to Ricarte:* 


1 also strongly impress upon you the importance 
of treating well any American who may fall into our 
hands as a prisoner, the consideration due each one 
being observed, and making them understand that 
notwithstanding their having invaded our towns, we 
do not consider them enemies in view of our pre- 
vious agreement. And if a prisoner should 
оп his word of honor not to take up arms again 
against us, you may immediately order the liberation 
of non commissioned officers, making a aa 

ct, and confiscating their arms, excepting in 
case of officers from second lieutenant up. In the 
latter case you will report the matter to the office of 
the Captain General in order that the formalities nec- 
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MEANWHILE IN MANILA, ATTEMPTS WERE BEING MADE 
by the American authorities to win over the Filipinos 
to their side by encouraging the defection of the civil- 
ians, especially the plutocrats and the intellectuals. If 
the Filipino Government suffered either from the in- 
difference or from lack of sympathy and cooperation 
of the plutocrats at the beginning of its career, the 
more so when the Filipino-American hostilities flared 
up and resulted in the disturbance of the social and 
economic conditions. For the plutocrats and the intel- 
lectuals as a class could not seem to accept the fact 
that the head of their government and his close asso- 
ciates were not of their class and persuasion. The lat- 
ter were, as a rule, ignorant and without the trappings 
of wealth that in the nineteenth-century Philippines 
marked the “blue blood.” The timorous intellectuals, 
always afraid of the uncouth enthusiasm of the unlet- 
tered, and the kittenish wealthy, who feared the emer- 
gence of the “Have nots,” showed at least practical 
philosophy in eschewing what appeared to them hope- 
lessly visionary and so invested their loyalty, talent, 
effort, and wealth in the promise of the new dispensa- 
tion. Thus, the Aranetas, the Arellanos, the Pardo de 
Taveras, the Legardas, the Buencaminos, and others 
of lesser lights, all defected to the Americans even be- 
fore the night of February 4, 1899 was set ablaze by 

an American rifle. Said W. Cameron Forbes :* 
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All of these, with the exception of Mabini, with- 
drew from the Malolos government prior to the out- 


break of hostilities with the United States. They 
resented the conservative, well-educated 3 Р 
following them many others in minor posts also with- 
drew from the Malolos government and brought their 
families within the American lines at Manila, as they 
saw the unfortunate trend of insurgent organization 
toward armed resistance to American sovereignty. 


General Otis himself, to whom the cooperation 
of the plutocrats was important and necessary, ad- 
mitted that the conservative Filipinos “were also in- 
fluenced by apprehensions of personal danger” in 
joining the American bandwagon.” 


At the height of the armed conflict, Pardo de 
Tavera, learned and wealthy, though at times erratic 
and hypocritical, saw in the American expedition a 
benevolent mission of acculturation. He founded the 
newspaper La Democracia, whose first number came 
out on May 15, 1899, for ће purpose of persuading 
the Filipinos in the field to lay down their arms and 
accept the blessings of America. Thus, in the initial 
editorial of his mouthpiece, he said :" 


„ . The [Schurman] Commissie sures 

ipino people of the good will and fraternal feelin a 
which the President of the United States and the 
American people have toward them. The Commis- 
sion also states that the American missi 

purpose of insuring the e e 
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such a time as this in their history. The time, there- 
fore, has come when the Filipino people should all 
unite so that under the promise of liberty and jus- 
tice, intolerance and distrust might be ended, and we 
may again have the laws of peace, that beautiful 
peace without which nothing can be done and ex- 

We believe in the noble purposes of the 
American people and heed the call of the Commis- 
sion. We propose in La Democracia to give them 
our cooperation so that the just aspirations of our 
country may be realized. 


The movement for peace among the plutocrats 
gained momentum when the leading field commanders 
surrendered. Generals Ambrosio Flores, Francisco 
Makabulos and Pantaleon Garcia, eleven colonels, ten 
Jieutenant-colonels, and ten majors had surrendered 
and were now discussing ways and means of restoring 
peace and order in the war-torn country. Such means, 
naturally, precluded independent action on their part, 
but on the contrary signified taking orders from the 
American authorities. The initial discussion of the 
question of the restoration of peace and order was led 
by Buencamino and Paterno, who had from the begin- 
ning been in favor of autonomy under American pro- 
tection. On June 21, 1900 General MacArthur, who 
had succeeded General Otis as American pro-consul in 
the Philippines, issued a proclamation promising 
amnesty to those who, within ninety days from its 
publication, would surrender and “give fealty to the 
American Government.” On the same day, Paterno 
held a meeting at his house. The meeting was attended 
by prominent Filipinos, among whom were former 
cabinet members. Paterno and Buencamino had pre- 
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viously conferred with MacArthur and, taking their 
cue from their master, had prepared a document which 
contained terms for the restoration of peace and ог- 
der.” It was agreed between MacArthur, on the one 
hand, and Paterno and Buencamino, on the other, that 
the document would be approved by MacArthur and, 
once approved, would then be signed by seven former 
members of Aguinaldo’s Cabinet." 


The document, as prepared by Paterno, һай, а long 
introductory remark, accompanied, as usual, by ver- 
biage and purple patches, but the proposals, let it be 


noted, showed him to be astute. The eight proposals 
were :" 


1. A general and absolute amnesty for the i- 
г у for the pri 
soners of both parties, including those who are under 
sentence ог are now held for trio! by the military 
authorities, 


2. А guarantee of safety for the persons and 

erty of ай tevolutionists who havê presented them 
selves or may do so hereafter, and the restitution, 
in consequence, of all confiscated property, 


3. Acknowledgment of the military rank of the 
generals, field and line officers of the Filipino army, 
and of their right to be admitted into the armed fore 
es which may be organized hereafter, in accordance 
with such laws as may be established. k 


4. A reasonable allowance to be provided from 
the public funds of the Filipino government to dis- 
abled soldiers who may have died during the cam- 
paign. 


5. The guarantee of the free exercise of all the 
personal rights confirmed by the Constitution of the 
United States, and especially that of petition to the 
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public powers of the Union. By virtue of this clause, 
ediately upon the adoption of these measures, the 
including the Nationalist 
independence, will be per- 
and two of them will be al- 
‘clubs, committees, and press 
organs, both in this capital and in the provinces. 


6. Orders for the cessation of hostilities shall 
be issued simultaneously by both parties within their 
respective territories. 

7. The immediate establishment of civil govern- 
ment in this capital and in the provinces, with Filipi- 
nos in charge, or, if that should not be possible, the 
appointment of special commissions of Filipinos 
whose duty it shall be to facilitate the presentation 
of the men in arms, apply the amnesty, with restitu- 
tion of property, establish the municipalities in ac- 
cordance with the law of March 29th last, and hasten 
the liberation of the American prisoners. 

8. The expulsion of the religious commumtios 
as foreign organizations eminently dangerous to the 
public order of the Philippines. 


MacArthur studied the eight proposals and pro- 


nounced them to be unacceptable and, consequently, 
refused to “discuss some of the measures embodied 
therein.” 


Foiled in his attempt to have MacArthur agree 


to his proposals which, in effect, would have made 
him the national hero, Paterno now took the amnesty 
proclamation as an excuse to feed his ambition of ap- 
pearing as the inveterate champion of the Filipino peo- 
ple and their aspiration 
that “there be a pul 
thanks to the United States." It was to take the form 


He suggested to MacArthur 
manifestation in Manila of 
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of a banquet and public fiesta to last for two days. 
MacArthur, unaware that Paterno would again pull a 
fast one on him, granted permission on condition that 
“everything political should be excluded.” With this 
permission, Paterno led in the preparation of the big 
event. Arches went up here and there in Manila. Then 
Paterno, bubbling with childlike delight, again went to 
see MacArthur. 


“We will decorate the hall beautifully,” he said 
triumphantly. “Great, big American flags and little 
Filipino flags.” 


“Paterno,” MacArthur answered quietly, “there 
must be no Filipino flag.” 


Paterno left much disillusioned. Nevertheless, he 
had already prepared a speech in which he would pro- 
pose a protectorate under the United States" He had 
it printed and distributed in advance. Unfortunately 
for him, however, a Spaniard got hold of a copy of 
the speech and promptly hurried to William H. Taft, 
the chairman of the second Philippine Commission, and 
told on Paterno. Taft lost no time in contacting 
MacArthur. 


“Paterno,” he said, “is going to work in something 
on us, and here is his speech.” 


Taft and MacArthur then wrote Paterno telling 
him not to deliver his speech. Said MacArthur 


Such speeches cannot be delivered without dis- 
regarding the assurances you gave me when propos- 
‘ing the organization of the banquet to the effect that 
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the speeches should be confined exclusively to expres- 
sions of satisfaction at the extension of the amnesty 
by the United States; and that no questions related 
to the future form of government to be instituted 
in these islands should be discussed. 


I shall expect you to conform strictly to your 
obligation in this particular, and not encourage or 
permit any oratory such as that referred to in the 
‘opening paragraph of this note. 

Taft wrote іп a similar vein :” 

*** The discussion of а protectorate as а pos- 
sibility involves a misrepresentation which may in- 
duce submission to the authority of the United States 
by deceit. The members of this Commission cannot 
be a party to any such misrepresentation, They could 
not therefore be present at the banquet tonight and 
hear the subject of a protectorate discussed without 
rising to state its utter impossibility. 

Many people had already gathered in the hall to 
hear Paterno’s “masterpiece,” but having just réceived 
the letters warning him not to proceed with his plan, 
he ran to MacArthur “to reach a modus vivendi upon 
which we could stand.” MacArthur reiterated his de- 
sire in regard to the delivery of the speech and Paterno, 
with much regret, “because he thought it was a master- 
piece,” promised that there would be no speeches. 


“That is exactly the attitude I would like to have 
the banquet assume,” said MacArthur. “А good fellow- 
ship banquet, in which the Filipinos will express gra- 
titude for this amnesty.” 

Paterno then scampered to Taft and made a simi- 
lar pledge. Taft relented and, together with the other 
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members of the Commission, attended the speech- 
less” banquet. 


Paterno's assumption of leadership in dealing with 
the Americans came to the knowledge of Aguinaldo. 
He considered such assumption of powers a “usurpa- 
tion of authority."* Hurt, he wrote to General Isidoro 
Torres, on August 2, 1900, saving:* 


It is stated in Manila through Don Pedro А. 
Paterno that Т have given him power for the accom- 
plishment of peace; T have given him no power or 
trust of any kind. So also, І am informed that in 
Manila commissions are being organized to go to all 
the guerrillas to persuade them to present themselves 
or to surrender, for which purpose they would prob- 
ably make use of superior authorization; do not be- 
lieve it. On the contrary, instead of doing so, ener- 
getically pursue all those who are so daring and 
bring them before the most summary court-martial 
for treason to the country, without distinction as to 
persons and without hesitation whatsoever, In the 
same manner, you will proceed against those who 
may have given up arms, ordering their immediate 
capture, 


‘The following day, Aguinaldo appealed to the peo- 
ple not to listen to the Filipino collaborators but to 


fight unceasingly for their rights until independence 
was won and recognized. He said :“ 


It is very just and legitimate, my beloved coun- 
tymen, that you should feel in your hearts anxiety 
and anguish, fearing that I might be deceived or Т 
might forget your mandates, especially that which 
refers to the independence of our country, which 
your sons have unwaveringly and solemnly sworn to 
protect and defend and which they have made known 
to the world. But set your fears aside, for Т have 
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granted no power to anyone of those whose reason 
apparently has been clouded, to treat concerning the 
destiny of our land. 


Tf some who have a different aspiration have de- 

ired to boast of that power, do not blame me for 
it. My conscience is clear of this stain, and ah! nei- 
ther do I know how to discredit them for they are 
as the flowers of the Makabuhay. It is needless to 
say that they only took advantage of this scheme in 
order to further their own ambitions. For, granted 
that I should unite with them, solely for example, 
would the people then obey us? Would there be any 
who would allow themselves to be deceived by us? 
Certainly, there would be a few, вот WHAT SHOULD 
WE AMOUNT 10 AT THE END AND WHAT COULD WE AC- 
сомтлзн? The imperialistic American himself would 
be the first to say: “If you are traitors to your own 
country, you would surely be worse traitors to the 
adopted one. Yes, you suit me, but only when the 
present perplexing state of affairs exist.” This is 
the sentiment in all its simplicity to which we may 
add: “THOUGH GREAT THE RIGHT THAT SUSTAINS YOU, 
IF YOU HAVE NEITHER ARMS NOR FORCES TO HELP AND 
DEFEND YOU, NO ONE WILL LISTEN ТО You.” Such, unfor- 
tunately, is the reality. Hence, if the world were even 
in a state of barbarism anyone should understand 
which course he ought to prefer. 


But I am wandering from my subject. I still 
contemplate the wound which the fall of Biac-na- 
bato produced; I therefore proceed carefully fearful 
of another fall, which may be more fatal. It is true 
that Т have given power to several, but that was 
when they where still at my side, and neither would 
I object today to renew it to them, if they would not 
separate themselves from the vehement desires of 
the people. But if they act in the opposite way, 1 
beg all my fellow citizens not to listen to them, nei- 
ther to look on them with rancor, because it is clear 
that they act as they do not by their own free will 
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but from fear owing to the procedure and power of 
the enemy which is scen by all, a proof of which are 
the oaths which they are made to sign by force, in- 
cluding even the prisoners of war, in order to have 
something to show to the Congress [of the United 
States] which is about to meet, a wretched recourse 
surely, because the North American people are not 
imposed upon and are fully convinced that No Еп- 
IPINO HAD SOUND SENSE IF HE PUTS HIMSELF SPONTA- 
NEOUSLY ON THE SIDE OF THE INVADER. IT IS JUST AS 
THOUGH НЕ SHOULD ORDER THE ASSASSINATION OF HIS 
PARENTS. 


‘They in whom I have placed my confidence and 
that power are the MEN who have WHOLE SOULS, 
those whom Decerr and Fear do not drag down or 
humiliate, and who burn incense on no other altar 
but that of the ABSOLUTE INDEPENDENCE of our idol- 
ized Philippines, as the FORCE of their RIGHTS 
is clear to them. It is true that the imperialists 
are powerful, but, unfortunately, the days of the Mid- 
dle Ages are gone, 


Philippines, my adored mother, your children do 
not forget that, according to the Paris Treaty, they 
bought you for twenty million dollars as if you were 
simply а parcel of land, as if we, your children, Were 
ACQUIRED BY SALE ONLY. The heart is wretched with 
bitterness and pain at the mention of it and the spi- 
rit, blind with indignation, rebels. 


I give thanks, my dear fellow citizens, from the 
depths of my soul, for that very great anxiety that 
you have demonstrated in requiring of me compli- 
ance with duty. That demonstrates the perfect knowl- 
edge that you have of your rights; it also shows 
your sincere solicitude for the affairs of your country. 


And continue with firm faith and spirit; con- 
tinue with eyes set on the path of justice and reason 
and do not allow yourselves to be Decerven. Have 
confidence. In the patriotic heart dismay does not 
dwell. Here are our suffering and heroic guerrillas ; 
see how they rival each other in the defense of our 
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native soil and they will not cease until our most 
just INDEPENDENCE is finally recognized even by 
North America, the only one who denies us our 
rights; and if they do, then days of peace will reign 
in our Jand and we shall grasp the bands of the 
Imperialists in token of a new friendship. 


Between the lines of this manifesto can be traced 
Aguinaldo's disappointment with Paterno and Buen- 
camino, but it was too late to retrace his steps to con- 
front them with bitter reproach for their betrayal of 
the sacred cause to which, carlier, when power im- 
parted respectability and honors to them, they had so 
vociferously committed themselves. 


In view of the American policy of attraction un- 
der which the guerrillas were induced to surrender 
and to live the ways of peace, Aguinaldo, on August 8, 
1900, told his commanders to “use their utmost en- 
deavors to overcome the efforts of the North Ameri- 
can Imperialists to subject our dear country” to 
slavery.“ 


Now all the leaders and commanders of the 
guerrillas are hereby ordered to proceed to arrest or 
order the arrest of all those who seduce or cause 
soldiers or officers to present themselves or surren- 
der to the enemy, ordering them before a court of 
summary powers as provided by the existing military 
code and without the slightest delay proceed to the 
execution of the judgment of the law. 


You will, in the same manner, proceed against 
the soldiers who present themselves to the enemy, 
who intend to present themselves to the enemy or 
to surrender, and against those who at anytime may 
have surrendered arms, 
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News of Раїегпо'з attempts to woo the Americans 
spread far and wide. The grapevine brought to the 
guerrillas more news of what they believed to be the 
betrayal of the cause by the plutocrats and the intel- 
lectuals. In July 1900, General José Alejandrino issued 
a manifesto to the people of Manila rebuking, in ef- 
fect, the collaborators of the American authorities. 
He ѕаіа:* 


Every really patriotic Filipino becomes sad at 
heart at contemplating the preparations being made 

that city [Manila] by the partisans of American- 
ism for the 28th and 29th instant [July]. We refer 
to the feasts which will be celebrated there on said 
days in gratitude for the magnanimity of the North 
American Nation in granting us amnesty. 


We, abandoning home, family and comfort, have 
entered the field of war to sustain our indisputable 
rights, suffering the privations inherent in a very 
painful campaign, and they are amusing themselves 
When in the Filipino camps are still heard the boom 
of cannon and the gasps of their dying brothers. 


We, who defend a just cause, see ourselves des 
prived of all assistance, lacking the necessary things; 
our heroic soldiers who maintain so unequal а strug- 
gle are weakened by hunger almost naked and there 
are but few citizens who willingly contribute to the 
maintenance of war. On the other hand, in order to 
celebrate the amnesty which we reject, there will be 
many to open their pockets. 


What a shame! 


Honor, dignity, decorum, all is trodden under 
the feet of those equilibrists, who let themselves be 


made instruments of the imperialistic party. 


Do these ungrateful sons of the Philippines not 
understand that the decree of amnesty is an insult 
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thrown in the face of our suffering army which so 
generously shed and still sheds its bleod for the at- 
tainment of our independence? 

Do they not feel the ridicule, the contemptible 
role which they will represent in that comedy in 
which it is desired that the people, the most patient 
people, take part in order to show that they acquiesce 
in the annexation, that is to say in their future slavery? 


Do they not consider the importance attending 
these feasts—in appearance innocent—which will un- 
doubtedly be commented upon by the entire American 
press and even by re-lection of McKinley? 

Yes, they know only too well the scope, the evil 
of their conduct; but, as they have violated their 
oaths of independence or death, they tread upon 
their honor, their dignity and their decorum without 
bothering at all about their conscience nor the dam- 
nation which is their due in the opinion of honorable 
citizens. 

Manilans! Do you tolerate these intriguers who, 
lacking everything that dignifies man, shall with im- 
punity ridicule you, inciting you to adorn your hous 
cs with flags and banners on the days fixed and 
thet you attend their banquets and other feasts? 

Ab, no! We entertain the conviction that you 
will answer that invitation by closing yourselves in 
your homes, expressing by such action а mute pro- 
Тем, but an expressive and eloquent one, that you 
will лок Ье parties to such lowness. 

With regard to these disloyal sons the country 
has nursed in its loving bosom, giving them honors, 
ме remind them that THERE IS NO TERM WHICH DOES 
NOT COME Мок ANY DEBT WHICH is NOT РАШ. Their 
names will forever appear on the pages of history 
as infamous and unqualified traitors. 


Aguinaldo for his part not only repudiated Pater- 


no, but also conferred upon Mabini on August 10, 1900 


full powers to negotiate with the Americans.” 
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1 hereby designate and confer upon Señor Apoli- 
nario Mabini full powers to discuss and accep: con- 
ditions: of peace on the recognition of the Independ- 
ence of the Philippines, as a basis, on condition that 
the results obtained will be submitted to this Gov- 
ernment for its approval. At the same time T author 
ize $ейог Apolinario Mabini to appoint the associates 
he may consider best for the execution of this com- 
mand, he acting as president of the same. 


Hence, I hereby request that all Filipinos and 


Representatives of foreign governments in these is- 
lands recognize Señor Apolinario Mabini as such 
Delegate. 


It was heroic of Aguinaldo to have insisted on im- 
dependence at a time when everything seemed lost, for 
the Americans had already decided to remain in the 
Philippines for good and no amount of negotiation 
could make Aguinaldo's wish turn to fulfillment 


Mabini was captured in December 1899 and was 
taken to Manila where he remained a prisoner until 
September 23, 1900. On August 1, 1900, he was wheeled 
to the Ayuntamiento and introduced to the members 
of the Taft Commission. In this conference, which 
was called at Mabini’s request, he placed the case of 
the Filipinos squarely before the Commissioners.“ 


“I have been a prisoner,” he said, “since Decem- 
ber last and have not been set free without previous 
knowledge of American sovereignty. The word ‘sover= 
eignty’ in international law does not have a fixed and 
exact definition, so much so that in the south African 
question England even pretends to claim sovereignty 
over the two republics, notwithstanding her having re 
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cognized the complete independence of those Repub- 
lics as regards internal affairs. My efforts in behalf 
of my country have no other motive than that of pro- 
curing a mest solid guaranty for the liberty and rights 
of the Filipinos. If American sovereignty, therefore, 
offers the same guaranty as that which self-government 
can offer, I see no inconvenience in recognizing this 
sovereignty for the sake of peace. I sought this con- 
ference in order to know to what extent American sov- 
ereignty would limit what naturally belongs to the Fil- 
ipino people. 

Taft listened to the comments of the other mem- 
bers of the Commission. 


“The American Government,” he said, “has for its 
object that of giving to the Filipinos a good govern- 
ment. The sovereignty that the United States pro- 
poses to give is the same that Russia or Turkey would 
propose to give if they should occupy the Philippines, 
with the only difference that the exercise of this sov- 
ereignty will ever be inspired by the spirit of the Con- 
stitution of the United States. Following the mandates 
of this Constitution, the Commission will endeavor to 
establish in the Philippines a popular government with- 
in the limits recently approved for Porto Rico.” 


“The principles,” replied Mabini, “on which the 
American Constitution rests, declare that sovereignty 
resides in the people as a matter of natural right. The 
American Government, in not having contented itself 
with limiting the sovereignty of the Filipino people and 
їп having nullified the same, had clearly committed an 
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injustice which sooner or later would require repara, 
tion or expiation. There cannot be a popular govern; 
ment where the people are not given real and effective 
participation in the organization and direction of the 
government.” 3 


“But suppose, Señor Mabini,” Taft countered,” 
“the Americans should withdraw and this freedom of 
which you speak be granted you, what then? Your 
country is composed of many scattered islands, some 
of them inhabited by savages and all of them by peo- 
ple speaking different dialects and without any cohe- 
jon of ideas or experience in government. You occupy 
‘an exposed and coveted position in the path of world 
commerce, and would doubtless be called upon very 
soon to defend your nationality. You have many for» 
cigners living here, for whose lives and property you 
would be held accountable not only from outside inter: 
ference, but from the ambitions and jealousies of your 
own people. To protect your country from these dan- 
gers you would need an army and at least the nucleus 
of a navy. All these things, together with the neces- 
sary expenses of government, would cost a great deal 
of money. Your country and people are poor and your. 
industries paralyzed. Waiving, therefore, all question 
of your ability to govern yourselves, I would ask you 
how you propose to raise the revenues necessary {0 
preserve and administer such a government?” 


Mabini shrugged his shoulders and said, “The 
question of revenue is a mere detail.” 
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It was obvious that there was no meeting of minds, 
for Mabini was insistent on freedom for the Filipinos 
and Taft, being the representative of the conquering 
nation, was equally adamant in his stand. The confer- 
ence was broken up, and Mabini was wheeled out of 
the Ayuntamiento and into his cell in Intramuros. 


Another conference was held. Mabini wrote Agui- 
naldo the result of this conference :” 


** *1 had another conference in which I was 
asked 10 specify the desires of the people in arms, 
Т told them that I had no definite and full instruc- 
tions from General Aguinaldo, the only person em- 
powered to state such desires; notwithstanding, 1 
informed them that my personal opinion was that not 
only the men in arms but also the mass of the peo- 

le would receive with joy a form of government 
ike that of the South African Republics before the 
маг, а government placed upon such a foundation, 
however, that а war like that waged between the 
English and the Boers would be impossible, They 
told me they could not accept Filipino independenc 
that to avoid the great evils which would follow the 
continuation of the struggle Aguinaldo should lay 
down his arms, trust himself to the generosity of the 
Americans and соте to Manila. I was assured that 
General Bell would go to meet him in whatever place 
he desi nd General MacArthur would receive 
him as a guest in his own palace, treating him like 
а real brother. *** 

** "1 told them that any stipulation made by 
me had no value if it was not approved by the peo- 
ple in arms and by public opinion. Т also told them 
that although Т looked for means of coming to a 
common understanding I did not on that account 
cease to belong to the revolution nor cease from rec- 
ognizing the right of fixing the bases for a peace, 
for peace lies with the leaders of the same. 
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McKinley has many times said that he could not 
grant Independence and McKinley is reelected. Still 
if the members of the revolution continue to insist 
upon independence I shall be with them; but if their 
forces cease to defend that ideal and authorize me 
to ask for something else then 1 shall also be with 
them in anything which does not injure the honor of 
all of us. Such is my duty and I can act in по 
other way. 
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August 15, 1900, he issued a circular to Mariano Trias 
asking the latter to reorganize the old Katipunan.” 


It being absolutely necessary to reorganize the 
Katipunan society for the defense of the country as 
well as to put an end to the gambling and other 
diversions with which our enemy attracts our brothers, 
causing them to commit immoral and even scandal- 
ous acts, making them forget duties sacred to the 


country and to the family; the old Katipunan society 


Aguinaldo received this letter on March 6, 1901, and а poset A EO 


two days later, he wrote back :* ers to the road of their duties, and in order to destroy 
completely these vices, which cause so much scandal 
We денге peace more than others do, we long to the country, 1 beg of you to send commissions to 


; but that peace must be based upon the all the towns of your jurisdiction for the reorganiza- 
ines of the rights befitting all paras tion of said Katipunan society, taking care to appoint 
ble peace and one honorable to both people. * * * We as commissioners or delegates persons of well-known 


х honesty and energy, and strictly prohibitis bli 
trust that the great North American Republic, satis- and other vices, severely punishing с oe =i 


fied with her military honor and actuated by the sen- аас обръч 
timents of humanity, will recognize our legitimate 
rights and then the olive branch of peace will bind Tike ARP is recente” ast ЕДК РЫ НИ nor 


the two people together in the most cordial frater- 


a Aguinaldo's original idea, for General Luciano 


Miguel, on December 6, 1899, had already circulari 


Aguinaldo realized that the cause was lost. Never- his subordinate officers in the Zambales sector (0 ге- 
theless, he continued to hold on to his ideal of inde- vive the Katipunan :* 


pendence and inspired his men to fight with vigor. 


He knew that the government he was heading was noth- сара uhis ана 1 еа residentes 

ema ү zi to form the old Katipunan by kneeling before a cru- 
ing but а phantom. His principal advisers had suf CA ЫЫЫ pe et ee pb ا‎ 
rendered or had been captured. е, turned his зію defend our Жум unto the lat drop of ‘hood, 
thoughts to the Katipunan. It must have occurred to after which, said oath will be signed wit their own 
him that for his purposes the old Katipunan, which he blood: by the presidente, with the rank of politico’ 


abolished in 1898, would lend a magic touch to his the delegates. gs ae ee, of captains; by the 
guerrilla campaign. Moreover, the organization of the cabezas, with the ranks t lieutenants; and by 
Katipunan was such that it could be adapted to such aioe ie o ee реку 
circumstances as he was now in. Consequently, on of second lieutenants, who will have under their or- 


ders four sergeants and eight corporals, appointed 
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by them or elected by the same soldiers. Those who 
do not conform to this order shall be considered ene- 
mies and their conduct shall be watched until evi- 
dence of being such shall have been obtained and then 
they shall be tried by a court-martial made up of 
the same brothers. Everyone shall provide arms of 
all kinds for attacking the enemy. The brothers who 
may remain within the enemy's territory shall fur- 
nish information and provisions to those who re- 
main outside, and the widows and orphans of the 
brothers shall be protected by the same brothers, 
Both the presidentes and the cabezas of barrios may 
appoint their own cashiers. The chiefs or presidentes 
who may commit treason or abuses shall be tried by 
court-martial or relieved from office, according to 
what the pueblo may determine, Promotions shall be 
made on the basis of merit in time of war and for 
good services rendered. The exclusive duty of brothers 
shall be to exterminate the enemy; true unity and 
fraternity; and they are also to pursue evildoers in 
order to secure the tranquility and security of our 
families and interests, The emblems to be used shall 
be the ‘Those who rob or abuse women shall 
be shot; if they are officers they shall be tried by a 
court-martial. 


Aguinaldo's escape to the mountains heralded а 
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butions from the people. Some of the guerrilla tac- 
tics must have been adapted from a foreign military 
manual, for a pamphlet issued in Madrid by the pro- 
paganda committee and surreptitiously distributed in 
the Philippines showed a method of warfare not usual- 
ly met with in the Philippines up to that time. Thus, 
some of the instructions read :* 


The purpose of the guerrilla will be to constant- 
ly worry the Yankees in the Pueblos occupied by 
them, to cut off their convoys, to cause all possible 
harm to their patrols, their spies and their scouts, 
to surprise their detachments, to crush their columns 
if they should pass favorable places and to extermi- 
nate all traitors, to prevent natives from vilely sel- 
ling themselves to the invaders for gold. 


The guerrillas shall make up for their small 
numbers by their ceaseless activity and their daring. 
They shall hide in the woods and distant barrios 
and when least expected shall fall upon the enemy... 
but they shall be careful never to rob their country- 
men. 

We repeat that we must not give or accept com- 
bats with such а powerful foe if we have not the 
greatest chance of success...even if we should rout 


long and bitter guerrilla warfare which the irregular TS times or five times the question of our in: 


i i г ү dependence would not be solved. Let us wait for the 
troops introduced successfully against the enemy. The deponita мош ot ba ата а ша REE a 


regular army had disintegrated and had been splin- get that our object is only to protract the state of 
tered into groups with enough striking power to worry war, 

the Americans. These guerrilla bands roamed the Since tied пеат had оса лаја АЕ 
countryside and, through persuasion or force, com- ч dt it best. togive his field, commanders 
pletely dominated the civilian population. And while тт) in deciding what steps to take under par- 
thesAmesican|attthorities vere munie aa ticular circumstances. On August 20, 1900, he circular- 
organizations with Filipino officials, the guerrillas were teed thie а АЙШЕ ДЕ пк ТЫ Teco ordering 


busy organizing parallel entities and exacting contri- them to “commence operations by guerrillas in any 
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part of this valley with authority to attack and surprise 
the enemy without waiting for superior orders. . . 4 
He appointed Capt. Joaquin Velasquez leader of the 
guerrilla band in Nueva Vizcaya; Captain Julian Н. del 
Pilar leader in Isabela; and Major Carlos Ronquillo 
leader in Cagayan." To weld the Filipinos into a solid 
body with the ideal of independence paramount in their 
minds, Aguinaldo, realizing the influence of the Filipino 
Catholic priests, urged them to cooperate secretly with 
the guerrilla authorities. Article 2 of his circular of 
November 20, 1900, threatened the Filipino priests who 
refused to cooperate with the guerrillas.” 


Article 2. Those who do not treat prisoners 
well and those who. accept foreign priests, contrary 
to my order of March 10 last, shail be most severely 
punished. Тһе provisions of such act shall be rigor- 
ously enforced from the present date, with the fol 
lowing modifications: 


Ist. All parochial priests shall give their secret 
adhesion to the Filipino authorities of their several 
stations, and their appointments shall be privately 
approved by them; if this is not obtained they shall 
be arrested as enemies, 


2nd. A nomination will not be approved if it is 
of an enemy of the Revolution or a person who is 
in favor of the usurping priests, or of a person who 
does not pay the contribution of war of his class, 


3rd. Monseigneur Chapelle is declared a Prek 
ate of the enemy from the moment he hoisted the 
American flag above his palace, and hence not only 
he but all those who accept parish priests, governors 
and prelates who are not Filipinos, will be treated 
as enemies. 
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News of the reelection of McKinley to the Presi- 
dency of the United States did not dampen Aguinaldo's 
enthusiasm, for from his hideout at Palanan, Isabela, 
he issued orders and proclamations minimizing the ef- 
fect of McKinley's reelection and shoring up the mo- 
rale of the people. On January 8, 1901, he issued an- 
other circular to his generals and guerrilla command- 
ers urging them to step up their campaigns against the 
enemy, for, according to him, not the President but 
Congress had the power to decide the “recognition of 
our liberty and of our independence.” 


The effect of Aguinaldo's circulars, particularly 
those relating to the conduct of guerrilla warfare, was 
that the people became wary of American promises 
and consequently refused to cooperate with the foreign 
authorities. They saw how Filipino informers were 
threatened and, in many cases, boloed to death. No 
amount of cajoling on the part of the Americans could 
force the townsfolk to divulge the culprit even if, in 
some cases, hundreds of people saw the boloing of an 
informer.” Loyalty to the guerrillas, on the one hand, 
and fear of them, on the other, made the civilian popu- 
lace keep a stoic silence.” 


The Americans, however, had their own methods 
of prying open the mouths of Filipinos in order to 
extract information they wanted. Some of them re- 
sorted to tortures the likes of which had not been wit- 
nessed in the Philippines before. The cruelty of some 
Americans came to the knowledge of the American 
public through articles and letters written by soldiers 
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who had seen such brutalities perpetrated upon the чаа ever 
ا‎ е a > = , to соте pen.” At the height of the 
Filipinos. One such article appeared in Philadelphia, sgoscillat partake E Арна Fania! 
January 20.202, alleging thatthe, Amesican:soldiags duced the “zone” or reconcentration system. This 
and their stooges, the Macabebe scouts, used the “water method, which the Jap: а fully employed 


cure” almost invariably to loosen the tongues of the 
hapless Filipinos in order to force them to reveal the 
movements, weapons, size, and methods of the guer- 
rillas. The “cure” consisted in forcing а man to lie 
flat on his back, his mouth forced open by a stick or 
bayonet and, in some instances, a cartridge case. Then 
water, usually salty or dirty, was poured into his mouth 
until the stomach was distended. The water was then 
disgorged from the stomach by making a chair of it 


during their occupation of the Philippines in 1942- 
1945, consisted in forcing the townsfolk to stay at a 
designated place in the town. Any person found out- 
side the “zone” was considered an enemy and shot to 
death. This method of reconcentration made it easy 
to observe those entering and leaving the concentra- 
tion camp. A person entering the concentration camp 
was “required to give an account of himself.” 


for the soldiers to sit on. The process was repeated So revolting was the punishment meted out to 
until the victim shouted, “Hold. enough !* some Filipinos that sensitive Americans denounced the 
Д in th de oÉ proceedings in no uncertain terms. Thus, Private 

There, was, variety in the mode, of torture. | Legg Andrew K. Weir, Jr., of Troop C, Fourth U.S, Cavalry, 


common was the “rope cure” in which a long piece of 


tationed at Balayan, Batangas, te his 7 
горе was wrapped around the neck and torso of the (Cones тана, bahar mer а 
victim, A stick was placed between the coils of rope aol 
and slowly twisted to give the effect of a garrote. 1 something to inform you about. It is the 
F h terrible cruelty practiced upon Filipino prisoners by 
Sometimes, beating up a victim was resorted to until American soldiers in these islands. * * * These people 
he became blue in the face. Two American officers, are not nearly so uncivilized as is supposed. You 
Lt. Alva Perkins and Capt. George Brandle, were probably have read about some of our men being 


put to death by terrible torture, but what can you 


charged with and tried for “wilfully and cruelly causing expect when we do equally as bad to our prisoners. 


six Filipinos to be hung by the neck for a period of 


ten seconds, causing them to suffer bodily pains.” The brutality was not, however, monopolized by 
They were found guilty and reprimanded for their sad- the Americans. The guerrillas, in violation of Aguinal- 
istic efforts." do's orders and circulars, treated captured Americans 


with barbaric cruelty. Noses and ears were lopped off 
and the bleeding wounds seasoned with salt. In some 
cases, American prisoners were buried alive, Kicking, 


Burning of towns was practiced in a few cases in 
order to force the guerrillas, who were hiding in pri- 
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slapping and spitting at the faces of American prisoners 
меге common, the hatred of Americans being such that 
the guerrillas forgot or conveniently forgot Aguinaldo's 
injunctions regarding the good treatment to be ac 
corded the prisoners." 


The exceptional barbarity with which some over- 
enthusiastic Americans indulged in led Aguinaldo to 
issue a denunciation, He recited, in a circular of Jan- 
uary 17, 1901, instances of American cruelties which 
came to his knowledge, and made the following 
command :* 


IN THE NAME THEN оғ THE FILIPINO PEOPLE and 
before God and all honorable men in the world, T 
protest against such iniquities, and in SELF-DEFENSE, 


Г ORDAIN AND COMMAND: 


Article 1. All guerrilla chiefs, as soon as they 
capture any armed North American citizen, will im- 
mediately take him into the interior and give notice 
of the fact to the commanding officer of the nearest 
American detachment, earnestly requesting an ex- 
change of prisoners, at the rate of one American for 
every three of the many Filipinos who have been 
condemned to death by them, and who from one mo- 
ment to another are expecting to be executed; and 
they will warn such commanding officer that he will 
be responsible for the reprisal which, in just defense, 
we may see ourselves under the necessity of making. 
Та case the American commander refuses us the те- 
quested exchange, the American prisoners, whatever 
their number may be, shall be shot— the punishment 
for those subverting our national integrity, as pro- 
vided by the Spanish Code which we have adopted— 
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Article 2. Also in exchanging prisoners, the de- 
ported Filipinos and the prisoners who have lent their 
distinguished services to our cause of independence 
will, by preference, be demanded. 


Article 3. The promoter of the socalled Fede- 
ral Party will be tried as traitors by drum-head 
court-martial; and those who stimulate the invad- 
ers to persecute our fellow patriots who are unwil- 
ling to join said party, shall be punished with par- 
ticular rigor. And as soon as the guilty persons are 
thus sentenced [sic], they shall be arrested ог pun- 
ished wherever they may be, and by all means pos- 
sible. 

Article 4. The commanding generals and all guer- 
rilla chiefs in their respective territories are charged 
with the responsibility of prompt execution of this 


He circularized all his guerrilla chiefs not to parley 
with the enemy save to accept their surrender. At the 
same time, he ordered them to apprehend all truce 
makers who may have seduced or persuaded the Fil- 
ipino armed forces to surrender to the enemy and try 
them by drumhead court-martial.“ In a circular, dated 
February 11, 1901, directed to Generals Baldomero 
Aguinaldo, Mariano Trias, Manuel Tinio, and Martin 
Delgado, he called attention to the practice of the enemy 
of sentencing Filipino officers by court-martial and 
in calling them assassins and bandits. As reprisal, 
Aguinaldo ordered his men to proceed in like manner 
against the Americans.” Hearing that the American 
authorities had impressed some Filipinos into their 
service, Aguinaldo showed understanding and compas- 
sion in ordering his men not to fight the Filipino 
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“loyals” in the service of the American Army, but to 
take steps only against the American officers and 
soldiers,” 


Meanwhile, the Americans landed at Aparri. Agui- 
naldo, who was well informed on the movements of 
the enemy, saw the untenability of his position at Tier- 
ra Virgen and decided to march to Palanan, Isabela. 
Leaving behind Captain Julian H. del Pilar and Captain 
Villareal to harass the enemy, he and a handful of men 
left Tierra Virgen on August 27, 1900. They cut across 
the unknown wilds of the region, sometimes following 
small trails under the guidance of a Kalinga. On Sep- 
tember 5, they reached Dumasari, an hour's walk from 
Palanan. The following morning, the municipal presi- 
dent of Palanan paid his respects to Aguinaldo. It 
was decided beforehand, however, that in order to save 
them the trouble of being recognized as prominent men, 
Aguinaldo would act as secretary of Dr. Barcelona and 
adopt the name of Lieutenant Esteban. Dr. Barcelona 
adopted the name Capt. Santos Baltazar, and Dr. Villa 
the name Sr. Alvaro. The changes in their names were 
made owing to the fact that the Americans knew Villa 
and Barcelona to be the inseparable companions of 
Aguinaldo.” 

Leaving Dumasari at 9:30 in the morning of Sep- 
tember 6, the little group proceeded to Palanan where 
a large crowd and band music met them. This was 
the first Christian town they had entered since Novem- 
ber 1899 when they went into hiding. The troops took 
shelter at the convent, while Aguinaldo, Villa, and 
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Barcelona took a private house for their quarters. The 
place was practically a ghost town, for the people, upon 
hearing that the Americans were coming, had taken to 
the woods and mountain ridges where they had built 
their huts. Armed with lances and darts, they waited 
for the arrival of the enemy, who, however, never came. 
On September 9, Aguinaldo invited the townspeople to 
a meeting-Juncheon at the convent. Here he harangued 
them on their duties to the country, on patriotism, and 
on such subjects as would arouse their feelings against 
the Americans.” 


Aguinaldo and his party now found themselves at 
peace. There were no Americans thereabouts and food 
was abundant. On September 29, Aguinaldo invited 
the people to a luncheon on the occasion of the anni- 
versary of the ratification of Philippine independence 
by the Malolos Congress. There were speeches, lunch- 
eon, dancing, and native games. At 6:00 in the after- 
noon, a procession wound slowly along the principal 
streets, capped by the loud cry of “Hurrah for Inde- 
pendence!" 


The fugitives were now at ease. The long trek was 
over and now they could reminisce on the months of 
extreme ordeal when they made their forced march 
from Pangasinan to Isabela. 


Fifteen: 
“OPERATION CAGLIOSTRO” 


МЕ YEAR 1901 FOUND THE AMERICANS STILL 


was desperation, mingled with annoyance, not only 
in the American failure to subjugate the Filipinos 
completely, but also in their inability to pinpoint 
exactly Aguinaldo’s whereabouts. They had sent scouts, 
spies, and flying columns to trail and, if possible, to 
intercept Aguinaldo and his small party, but all their 
efforts so far failed. In many parts of the country, 
American soldiers prowled the countryside and guarded 
some important outposts, yet even with their superior 
arms and far superior, though inhuman, methods of 
extracting information from defenseless civilians they 
had not as yet broken the back of the underground 
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movement. To the American officers and men, the 
results of more than a year of fighting the guerrillas 
was unsatisfactory.’ Worn out by incessant unortho- 
Чох fighting in terrains unfamiliar to them and under 
a climate that ranged from extreme heat to heavy trop- 
ical rains, they despaired of their difficult job. The 
official reports to Washington notwithstanding, the 
grim task of conquering and pacifying the Filipinos 
remained, to the first months of 1901, uncertain. Quite 
correctly, the American strategists and tacticians 
hoped to put an end to the resistance movement by 
taking Aguinaldo dead or alive, for Aguinaldo, despite 
Otis’ and MacArthur's opinions, stood as the symbol 
of Philippine independence and resistance to the erst- 
while ally. He had so far outwitted the Americans and 
had settled down in a place so secret that not even 
trusted commanders in the field knew the whereabouts 
of his headquarters. The enemy suspected that he was 
somewhere in northern Luzon, specifically, in the Caga- 
yan valley but where in Cagayan valley they did not 
know. On the other hand, rumor had it that Aguinal- 
do died in or about February 1901, and the rumor 
seemed to have been taken at its face value by the 
Americans when their intelligence experts gave it 
credence.’ 


The same month that Aguinaldo was reported to 
have written finis to his career, a small party of Fil- 
ipino guerrillas, after almost a month of hiking through 
mountains and dense forests, arrived at the village of 
San Juan, Pantabangan, then a part of Nueva Ecija. 
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They came from Palanan with important letters from 
Aguinaldo and his field commanders. The town coun- 
cilor of Pantabangan, Guillermo Huerta, learning of 
the guerrillas’ arrival, immediately informed the town 
president, Francisco Villajuan, of the event. Seven of 
the guerrillas — Ambrosio Sanz, Pedro de Ocampo, 
Ciriaco Reyes, Julian Baltazar, Pedro Marcelo, Alvaro 
Mariano, and Angel Iniwan — surrendered to the town 
executive. Upon inquiry, Villajuan learned that the 
group met an American detachment at the sitio of 
Tuntunin, a few miles from Baler, and in the skirmish 
that followed the small group of guerrillas retreated 
to the hinterland. In the confusion, the leader of the 
group, Cecilio Segismundo, lost his way but was later 
on able to follow the trail of his companions to Panta- 
bangan. Villajuan advised the group to surrender to 
Lt. James Davis Taylor of the 24th U.S. Infantry sta- 
tioned at Pantabangan, promising them good treat- 
ment and safety. Pedro de Ocampo surrendered to 
Taylor, and the following day Segismundo followed 
suit. At the same time, he surrendered Aguinaldo's 
letters which were directed to Baldomero Aguinaldo. 
Urbano Lacuna, Pablo Tecson, and Teodoro Sandico. 
Taylor opened the letter addressed to Lacuna and had 
it translated into Spanish by Villajuan.’ The letter in- 
formed Lacuna of the impregnability of the Palanan 
headquarters and, consequently, advised the guerrillas 
under him to concentrate at Palanan, adding that they 
were all invited to participate in the observance uf 
Aguinaldo's birthday on March 22, 1901 
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That same day, February 8, Taylor telegraphed 
Funston at San Isidro informing him of the surrender 
of Segismundo and the important letters he had with 
him. Funston ordered Taylor to have Segismundo 
brought to San Isidro at once. Upon receipt of this 
order, Taylor instructed Villajuan to keep an eye on 
Segismundo without arousing his suspicions in order 
10 prevent him from giving them the slip, if he ever 
had it in mind. At night, Segismundo was brought to 
the house of one Ciriaco Reyes, but at midnight Tay- 
lor woke him up and accompanied him to Bongabon. 
From here, Segismundo was brought to San Isidro by 
Taylor's men.“ 


Segismundo was an Ilocano who joined the guer- 
rillas as a natural reaction to the mistreatment he re- 
ceived from the Ilocano Volunteers who had earlier 
enlisted in the American army. Sizing him up as a 
loyal and brave man, Aguinaldo made him a courier, 
Now before Funston, he revealed that he was Aguinal- 
do's special messenger and that he left Palanan on 
January 14, 1901 with instructions from Aguinaldo to 
deliver the eight letters to his field commanders” He 
further revealed that Aguinaldo's headquarters was 
some nine kilometers from the shore and that there 
was a force of Tagalog soldiers under the command 
of Major Nazario Alhambra guarding the environs of 
Palanan and a signal corps under the command of 
Pascual Velasco deployed along the coast and the 
mountainous regions of Isabela. It was, therefore, dif- 
ficult, if not impossible, to trap Aguinaldo as the only 
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trail leading to Palanan was well guarded by loyal men’ 
Funston was at first skeptical of Segismundo’s reve 
lations, but a careful reading of Aguinaldo’s correspond- 
ence to his field commanders showed that there was 
at least some veracity in Segismundo’s statements. 
Since most of the letters were written in cipher, Fun- 
ston was at a loss as to what they conveyed. Over 
cups of coffee, Funston, Captain Smith and Lazaro 
Segovia, a Spaniard who served in the Filipino Army 
and who had surrendered to Funston in May 19002 
racked their brains over the cipher and after much 
effort finally broke the code. The code follows :” 


АВС, Әз Bi OF Gv, Ur Piet Ж ОШЫН 
E 1. R ee) ee NE ae CP ДА PA v 6 E 


MON О. РОВ істота 
е рф Дай 10 کی واد وا‎ > an 
We 45 
яе тан ү 


The texts of the correspondence were found to be in 
Tagalog. With the help of Segovia translations into 
English were made. The letters, now readable in so 
far as the Americans were concerned, were carefully 
studied. A conclusion was drawn that they must have 
come from one important source, namely, Aguinaldo. 
While the penmanship of the body of the letters dif- 
fered appreciably from that of the signature, which 
was a nom-de-plume, it was assumed that the latter 
much resembled Aguinaldo's handwriting. There was 
one difficulty which Funston and his associates had 
to surmount, and it was to learn the exact location of 
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Aguinaldo's headquarters, for the letters did not yield 
a single clue on this matter. Unfortunately for Agui- 
naldo, two of the missives, those directed to Baldo- 
mero Aguinaldo and Urbano Lacuna, intimated that 
Segismundo knew the location of Aguinaldo's headquar- 
ters. This was an opening that Funston and his asso- 
ciates were looking for, and that one opening was 
widened to pry the secret out of the hapless messenger. 
In particular, Funston noted that the letter to Baldo- 
mero instructed him to repair at once to Central Luzon 
and take over the command from General José Ale- 
jandrino, Baldomero was further directed to order 
his subordinates — Lacuna, Mascardo, and others — 
to send him (Aguinaldo) reinforcements of some four 
hundred picked men." Funston’s mind was teeming 
with schemes to get at the bottom of his main prob- 
lem, namely, to locate Aguinaldo's headquarters and 
capture him. Previously informed by Segismundo that 
it was difficult to enter Palanan, Funston took Segovia, 
Licutenant Mitchell and Captain Smith into his con- 
fidence." He discussed his schemes with them and 
Segovia, whose main duty it seemed was to please his 
new master, declared the plan practicable. Funston 
now knew, through Segismundo and the Aguinaldo let- 
ters, that Aguinaldo was expecting reinforcements 
from his field commanders. Since Aguinaldo could 
not possibly be captured by direct method, Funston 
thought it expedient to resort to a ruse to achieve his 
end. His general idea was to exploit to the limit the 
loyalty of the Macabebes to the Americans and to use 
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some American soldiers as decoy 10 penetrate Agui- 
naldo's line of defense. 


Having conceived what he thought a brilliant idea, 
Funston, on February 12, 1901, communicated it to 
the Adjutant-General at Manila. He said parth 


My plan is to take a company of Macabebes 19 
Manila, arm them with Mausers and Remingtons, 
dress them partly in insurgent uniform and partly in 
clothing of the country, take one of the navy draft 
gunboats, and be landed at night on the east coast 
of Luzon, south of Casiguran. Four or five оол 
would be with them, carried along as supposed pri- 
Soners, until the time came for action. *** Upon ar- 
rival at Casiguran, we would call on the presidente 
(an insurgent) to supply us with necessaries. This 
man facilitated Sigismundo [sic], апа would send 
forward a letter signed by Natividad [Benito] that 
we were reenforcements from Nueva Ecija coming 
in obedience to his orders. 


1 believe that we could deceive him [Aguinaldo} 
until we were in his presence, and the rest would be 
easy. Up to this time the American officers would 
be prisoners nominally, Tt is not likely that Aguinal- 
do knows that Natividad has presented himself, but 
still considers him in his service. The native, Sigis- 
mundo [sic], is more than willing to play his part.*** 
It would be necessary to pay the Tagalogs who go as 
supposed officers pretty liberally, of course contin- 
gent on success, * ** 


General Wheaton was intrigued at the possibili- 
ties of Funston’s scheme and so summoned him to 
Manila. Funston explained his plan and Wheaton, con- 
vinced of its soundness, approved it. It was then laid 
before MacArthur and the latter, after considering all 
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its angles, finally gave his imprimatur to it? It was 
agreed that in pursuance of the plan, Admiral Remey, 
commander of the American Asiatic Squadron, wasto 
lend a vessel to transport the conspirators to eastern 
Luzon, near Palanan. With this general plan agreed 
upon, Funston returned to San Isidro “to complete 
the plans.”* The Funston plan consisted in, first, 
having some American soldiers, including Funston him- 
self, taken as “сарїї by the “reinforcements” al- 
legedly being sent by General Lacuna to Aguinaldo. 
Second, the “reinforcement” was to be preceded by а 
forged letter of Lacuna, written on the official sta- 
tionery which contained the words Brigada Lacuna 
(Lacuna Brigade). Lastly, to forge Lacuna’s signature 
in order to make it appear that the letter came from 
Lacuna himself, an important detail since Aguinaldo 
would have suspected the letter as a forgery were it 
written by someone who did not know Lacuna’s sig 
nature.” 


For purposes of forgery, Funston brought out 
some captured documents with Lacuna’s genuine signa- 
ture on them and had Roman Roque, an interpreter 
and a clerk in Funston's office, copy it. Roque was an 
excellent penman and, without knowing why he had to 
practice copying Lacuna’s signature, began his short- 
lived career as a forger. Painstakingly, he practiced 
copying the loops and whorls and slant of Lacuna's 
signature until, by dint of repetition, he arrived at 
such perfection as to make his forgery look exactly 
like the genuine signature of Lacuna. Funston, gloating 
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over his success, now had the forged signature placed 
at the bottom of the two sheets of Lacuna’s 
stationery. He saw to it that the body of the letter 
was filled in while they were at sea — a precaution 
that was absolutely necessary to ensure the success of 
what may rightly be termed “Operation Cagliostro.” 


The personnel to compose the expedition to Pala- 
nan was now carefully selected. Funston chose Capt. 
Harry W. Newton, Lt. В. J. Mitchell, Lázaro В. Sego- 
via, and Segismundo. To lend verisimilitude to his 
drama, Funston selected some Tagalog soldiers who 
would play the role of Lacuna's reinforcements. The 
selection of these soldiers were a delicate matter, for 
on their loyalty and good acting depended the success 
of the misison. Consequently, Funston chose only 
those whose loyalty to the Americans were beyond 
il. One of them was Hilario Tal Placido, a former 
officer of the Filipino army, who was to play the role 
of chieftain of the expedition. Two other reliables 
were selected for their subservience to the Americans 
— Dionisio Bato and Gregorio Cadhit. Both had been 
officers of the Filipino army and had taken the oath of 
allegiance to the American flag." With this small con- 
tingent of conspirators, Funston went to Manila for 
а final briefing. Without telling them the exact nature 
of their mission, Funston inveigled Bato, Segismundo, 
Tal Placido, and Cadhit into helping in the capture of 
a person allegedly in connivance with the guerrillas, 
They were provided with plenty of money to fritter 
away their time while in the city. Tn Manila, the quar- 
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теце were lodged in the Hotel Cuatro Naciones. Неге 
they stayed for three weeks spending their money free- 
ly and without knowing why they were treated thus.” 


Meanwhile, rumor of Funston’s plan, though kept 
under wraps, at least in so far as Funston was соп. 
cerned, circulated in Nueva Ecija. The Filipino pris- 
oners of war at San Isidro suspected that a plan was 
being evolved to capture Aguinaldo, One of them, 
Crisanto de 1а Fuente of Kabanatuan, Nueva Ecija, 
who had so far refused to take the oath of fealty to 
the Americans, wrote a warning to Aguinaldo on sev- 
eral pieces of cigarette paper. He said:* 


Му dear President: 


1 have definite news that Colonel Hilario Tal 
Placido and un officer, Lazaro Segovia, surrendered 
to the American Army, and rumor has it—which has 
some truth—that the aforementioned officers will 
go to your place with soldiers. 


To make sure that his message would be received by 
Aguinaldo, De la Fuente once more wrote on pieces of 
cigarette paper warning Dr. Simeon A. Villa, Aguinal 
do's Chief of Staff, that plans were afoot to capture 
Aguinaldo. Unfortunately, however, De la Fuente’s two 
letters did not reach Aguinaldo and Villa, for his run- 
ners failed to penetrate the American cordo 


Funston and Wheaton-now reviewed “Operation 
Cagliostro” and made some changes. Natividad was 
eliminated owing probably to his stiff backbone. Whea- 
ton selected a company of Macabebe scouts who had 
been of inestimable service to the Americans as pliant 
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tools. Out of this number, Funston chose only those 
who could speak Tagalog fluently, the obvious purpose 
being to misrepresent them as genuine Tagalogs and 
not Macabebes whose very name smelled to high 
heavens. All in all, the proposed expedition was to 
be composed of eighty-three men: seventy-eight Filipi- 
nos, Funston himself, Capt. R. T. Hazzard, his brother 
Lt. O. P, M. Hazzard, Lt. B. J. Mitchell, Funston’s aide, 
and Capt. Harry N. Newton, who was familiar with the 
terrain” Ten Macabebes were equipped with Mausers 
and Remingtons, and another ten were given Krags to 
make it appear that these were captured from the 
American soldiers. To equip them all with Krags would 
have been fatal, for then Aguinaldo would suspect them 
of being in collusion with the Americans. One other 
detail was worked out, and it was the uniform of the 
Macabebes. It was thought that suspicion might be 
aroused if the Macabebes were given uniform or neat 
clothing, for the guerrillas had long discarded the File 
ipino army's uniform. Consequently, Funston had 
them clothed with second-hand materials to make them 
appear as genuine guerrillas. The clothing was seedy 
and gave the impression that their wearers had been in 
hiding for quite a time 1 


Admiral Remey chose the gunboat Vicksburg, 
E. B. Barry commanding, to transport the conspirators 
to their destination. With the exception of Funston, 
Generals MacArthur and Wheaton, two or three of 
Funston’s staff at San Isidro, Segovia and Segismundo, 
no other men knew the purpose of the expedition, 
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Preparatory to embarking upon their sea journey, 
Funston called on MacArthur, who had taken the whole 
responsibility for all that Funston was to do, including 
the forgery of Lacuna’s signature and all sorts of trick- 
ery he would concoct to capture Aguinaldo" “Funs- 
ton,” MacArthur said, “this is a desperate undertaking. 
I fear that T'shall never see you again.” Funston knew 
he was gambling with his life and accepted its possible 
consequences. 

At four o'clock in the afternoon of March 6, 1901, 
the members of the expedition boarded the Vicksburg 
at Manila Bay. Bad weather prevented the gunboat 
from leaving at once” At nightfall, however, it quietly 
slipped out of the bay and sailed to the eastern coast 
of Luzon by way of the Strait of San Bernardino. Now 
out at sea and safe from the prying eyes of reporters 
and wagging tongues of busybodies, Funston let the 
officers апа men of the gunboat in on the secret, He 
sent for Tal Placido, Bato and Cadhit and told them 
pointblank that they were out to capture their former 
chief. There was a handsome reward if they coop- 
erated, he said, but death if they did not. There was 
а pause that was certainly not refreshing, followed by 
the trio’s sheepish acceptance of the conditions. Fun- 
ston then outlined to them the details of the plan and 
instructed them to play their role in the drama with 
verisimilitude. As to the Macabebes whose intelligence 
Funston thought was not much to speak of, the Haz- 
zard brothers and Segovia coached them thoroughly 
on what to do and what not to do. Day in and day oui 
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they were trained like circus animals to play their 
roles to the hilt until they collectively became, like 
Voltaire’s actress, the Devil himself. The elaborate 
hoax was that the Macabebes, pretending to be Taga- 
logs, constituted a part of General Lacuna’s force 
fighting the Americans in the Nueva Ecija sector. In 
February, while they were marching northward, they 
met ten American soldiers between Pantabangan and 
Baler preparing maps of the area. They surprised the 
American party and in the brief skirmish that followed 
they killed two, wounded three, whom they left on the 
ground to die, and captured the rest. Since they could 
not detach men to bring the captured Americans to 
their place of origin, they finally decided to take them 
along with them. This fiction was pounded into the 
thick skulls of the Macabebes again and again until 
they believed it to be the unvarnished truth. Funston, 
who was a sort of ham actor, instructed his allies to 
speak to one another in Tagalog in order to polish 
their knowledge of it and so to make them appear as. 
genuine Tagalogs. Their clothing was put on to see 
if they really look like Aguinaldo's guerrillas, and Tal 
Placido, who was looking on, almost burst his sides 
laughing at the devilish ingenuity of their make-up. At 
the same time, the Macabebes were stripped of every- 
thing American in order to avoid suspicion that they 
were merely acting.” 


Segismundo, who had by now entered into the 
spirit of the drama, warned Funston that news of any 
steamer approaching the eastern coast of Luzon, even 
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as far as a hundred miles of Palanan, would be prompt- 
ly relayed to Aguinaldo by his signal corps stationed 
along the coast. So informed, Funston decided to call 
at a port near Palanan to procure some bancas which 
would transport the conspirators ashore. After much 
difficulty in procuring the necessary number of ban- 
cas, the Vicksburg headed for Casiguran Bay on March 
12. Strong winds and rough seas made their initial 
efforts to land difficult, but this problem once over- 
come, Funston decided to land at night and to order 
the gunboat out of sight before Aguinaldo's runners 
could scout it” Before the landing was made, how- 
ever, Funston prepared the drafts of two letters of 
Lacuna to Aguinaldo. Segovia translated them into 
Spanish. One of the forged letters, dated at Buloc, 
Nueva Ecija, on February 24, 1901, acknowledged 
Aguinaldo’s letters of January 13 and 14, at the same 
time thanking Aguinaldo for promoting him to the rank 
of Brigadier-General. There was a sprinkling of news 
about the alleged guerrilla warfare and such other 
matters as would make Aguinaldo believe in Lacuna’s 
loyalty and sincerity. The second letter, dated Febru- 
ary 28, said that he, Lacuna, had received an order 
from Baldomero Aguinaldo asking him to send his 
picked men to Aguinaldo at Palanan. The force, the 
letter continued, was under the command of Hilario 
Tal Placido, a former officer in the Filipino Army who 
was compelled to take the oath of allegiance to the 
United States but who, upon his (Lacuna’s) order, had 
returned to the fold. Evidently, this minor detail was 
cited to anticipate Aguinaldo’s possible knowledge of 
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Tal Placido’s defection to the enemy, Also, according 
to the forged letter, Lazaro Segovia, a Spaniard who 
had fought with the Filipinos and was loyal to their 
cause, was second in command. Empty twaddle was 
included to fill in the space up to the forged signature 
of the hapless Lacuna. 


ONE O'CLOCK IN THE MORNING OF MARCH 14. IT WAS 
pitch dark and the squally weather seemed to ye aid 
to the unholy designs of the conspirators. With all 
lights carefully screened to avoid detection, the Vicks- 
burg gingerly approached the coast of Isabela at Casi- 
guran Bay. The boats were lowered and the men, in- 
cluding Funston, were rowed to shore in the midst of 
the blinding rain. They had with them а day's ration 
of rice, another precaution taken, for had they brought 
American goods their hoax would have been discovered 
and their plans gone awry. The Americans in the раге 
ty wore the buck private’s uniform, all seedy, thus 
lending realism to their tale of woe. Eighty-nine con- 
spirators, excluding a Macabebe who cut himself with 
a bolo and another who got “cold feet,” struck the 
beach according to plans. In the darkness before 
dawn they tried their best to keep out of the rain and 
to make themselves as comfortable as possible priom 
to the long trek they were about to undertake. Before 
the first streaks of light penetrated the leafy trees, 
they partook of the boiled rice they had cooked. At 
seven in the morning, the dramatic march began. Hiking 
through unchartered terrain and wading numerous 
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streams, the party came upon a banca at about high 
noon and Funston seized the opportunity to use it in 
sending а courier to Casiguran to ask for supplies. 
He concocted another letter, addressed to the town, 
president, informing him that the writer, Tal Placido, 
was in command of a column under Lacuna which was 
on its way to Aguinaldo's headquarters. Would the 
kind presidente please provide him with a competent 
guide and to make arrangements for housing and pro- 
visions? Tal Placido promptly signed the letter and 
soon Segismundo, accompanied by Gregorio Cadhit and 
two armed Macabebes, was paddling the banca toward 
Casiguran. The town president was not there, but the 
vice-president opened the letter and obligingly fur- 
nished the necessary guide. At four that afternoon, the 
unsuspecting guide met Tal Placido's column. Its ar- 
rival at Casiguran gave rise to much excitement among 
the people who believed that the Americans were real 
captives. The village musicians lent color and gaiety 
to the occasion, which was considered a harbinger of 
good fortune. The Macabebes, who had previously 
been instructed to treat the Americans cavalierly in 
the presence of the guerrillas and their sympathizers, 
reluctantly at first played their role of “conquerors”, 
for they had not been accustomed to treat their supe- 
rior officers, whether Spaniards or Americans, with 
impunity. Later, however, they entered into the spirit + 
of the fun and began kicking, slapping, hitting, and 
spitting at the American “captives.” One so overplayed 
his role that Funston, who was almost done for, 
wanted to give up “Operation Cagliostro."™ At the 


5 
` 
\ 


608 THE CRISIS OF THE REPUBLIC 


town plaza, the curious looked over the American “prì- 
soners” and emitted comments that were попе-оо- 
flattering. Nevertheless, they comported themselves 
in a civilized manner and did not in the least molest 
the “prisoners.” In the eyes of the townsfolk, the 
Macabebes, whom they thought all along to be Taga- 
logs, were the heroes of the hour. 


“Prisoners” and “captors” were temporarily lodged 
in the municipal building. Through the vice-president, 
they learned that a hundred miles separated them from 
their goal and that it was necessary for them to wait 
for a few days so that sufficient food could be fur 
nished them. So far, the conspirators had successfully 
passed themselves off according to their respective 
roles, for none in Casiguran had an inkling of the real 
nature of their mission, Funston conferred with his 
men and finally decided to stay put for two days at 
most and then proceed with his plans. Meanwhile, the 
Macabebes were being royally treated by the townsfolk 
and, in turn, royally told tall tales about their “epic 
march across mountains and forests, their “battle” 
with the “hated” Americanos, and their “victory” over 
the enemy. One Macabebe was on the verge of laughs 
ing out aloud at their lies when he caught Funston's 
sharp look which told him, mere or less, “You fool! 
You'll yet be our undoing.” i 


Funston now decided that it was time to write am 
other letter. He directed Cadhit to prepare the draft 
in Tagalog, after which it was copied and signed by 
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Tal Placido. The letter, dated at Casiguran on March 
15, 1901, said:* 


To the Honorable Emilio Aguinaldo 


President and General-in-Chief 
of the Filipino Forces 

Palanan 

Dear Sir: 


In accordance with your letter to General Ur- 
bano Lacuna and to Major-General Baldomero Agui- 
naldo, which you sent through your representative, 
Mr. Cecilio Segismundo, Lieutenant of our Army, І 
respectfully inform Your Excellency that we are now 
here at Casiguran. Also here are your aforesaid rep- 
resentative, a few officers and cighty soldiers, all 
picked from the commands of Major-General Baldo- 
mere Aguinaldo and General Lacuna, and the five Am- 
rican prisoners. We were passing through the moun- 
tains of Pantabangan, Nueva Ecija, when we met ап 
American party of ten soldiers, a captain, two lieu- 
tenants, and seven soldiers. They were making maps 
of the mountainous area. A skirmish followed in 
which we killed two, wounded three, who were return- 
ed to Pantabangan, and captured five—two officers 
and three soldiers. They are with us. 


Т ат also informing you that on the seventeenth 
of this month we shall continue our march in order 
to be there; we shall see one another and your wish 
will be fulfilled, to serve you and our country. 


‘The unsuspecting vice-president of Casiguran gave 
the party two men and an Iongot to handcarry Tal Pla- 
cido's letter to Aguinaldo. On March 17, the conspir- 
ators bade the Casiguran townsfolk good-bye and 
started on their most difficult journey. Over trails, 
beach, streams, and mountains they walked, jumped, 
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waded, skipped, and limped until, on the fifth day, tired 
and hungry, they lay down to sleep long on the hard 
and wet ground. On the 22nd, they continued their 
march without food save flowers, roots and whatever 
they found that could be masticated. The men were 
limping badly, particularly Segovia, and had to drag 
their bodies as well as they could in order to cover 
the distance to Palanan. They were nearing their goal, 
but the thought of their weakened condition and the 
possibility of having to fight a superior for 
of discovery filled them with fear. Between five and 
six in the afternoon of the same day, they saw an old 
man at the beach obviously watching them with suspi- 
cion, Segovia, who had a sore foot, limped toward 
him and engaged him in a conversation. The conspir- 
ators were watching the proceedings breathlessly, but 
when Segovia returned to their column and whispered 
softly, “It's all right. We have them,” they sighed 
in relief. The man, an Aguinaldo courier, handed Sego- 
via's letter to Dr, Villa, Aguinaldo's Chief of Staff. The 
letter was in response to that sent on March 15 by Tal 
Placido to Aguinaldo. It stated that Aguinaldo had re- 
ceived Tal Placido’s letter of the 15th and that he was 
informing them that the President wanted them to 
rest at Dinudungan until orders were sent to them t9 
proceed to Palanan. Tal Placido was specifically or 
dered not to bring the “prisoners” to Palanan, a ргесаш- 
tion taken in order not to give the Americans an inkling 
of the exact whereabouts of Aguinaldo and the strength 
of his force. Instead, the “prisoners” were to be left 
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behind at Dinudungan and to be guarded by ten men. 
This development worried Funston no end, for it was 
not in his script. Somehow, he had to neutralize this 
new twist so that the drama could be enacted according 
to the script. At Dinudungan, two miles up the beach 
and eight from Palanan, the conspirators found some 
Negritos constructing grass-roofed sheds, obviously 
for them. The wet ground became their bed that night, 
In the meanwhile, they thought out a plan to extricate 
themselves from the tight situation. It was agreed that 
Tal Placido should write another letter to Dr. Villa. 
Cadhit prepared the draft, which Tal Placido signed, 
Tt read:" 


According to your letter which we received, we 
are being ordered to take a rest and wait for the 
orders of the Old Man [Aguinaldo]. 1 respectfully 
inform you that our soldiers are weak owing to 
hunger, and because of this please send us, if it is at 
all possible, the necessary food, 


A Negrito courier was sent posthaste to Palanan to deli- 
ver the letter to Dr. Villa, Early the following morning, 
March 23, food, in the form of cracked corn, arrived 
and the hungry conspirators had a hearty meal. А let- 
ter from Villa also came in which he ordered Tal Pla- 
cido and the Filipinos with him to proceed at once to 
Palanan. The “prisoners,” however, were to be left 
at Dinudungan with ten guards, after which they would 
be brought to Isabela to be given their freedom. The 
order was a stumbling block to Funston’s strategy, and 
the only way out was to ignore it and trust to luck. 
Тһе party then proceeded to Palanan in two groups: 
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